
Signs and Wonders!  
From the PastorDear Alumni, Parishioners, Parents 

and Friends,

Happy Easter!  

Notice I didn’t say “A Belated 
Happy Easter”.   Everyone who grew up 
Catholic knows that the season of Lent 
lasts approximately 40 days, but many 
forget that the season of Easter last 50 
days!   

That’s right: A fifty-day celebration 
of the fact that Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, defeated death and remains 
with us always just as he promised!  
But how do we know?  Why would we 
expect anyone to believe these exalted 
claims?  WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE? It 
is not for no reason that when we read 
the accounts of the first Christians in 
the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
that we are told that God accompanied 
the Apostles preaching with signs and 
wonders (Acts 14:3).  In fact there at 
least 18 scripture references in the 
New Testament that mention the 
presence and role of signs and wonders: 
Namely to confirm the authenticity of 
the preaching and claims of the early 

church.  Even in the Gospels we are 
told that it was the supernatural signs 
of God working through the life and 
ministry of Jesus that convinced people 
that he was much more than an ordinary 
Rabbi (Acts 2:22). There was plenty 
of evidence of this: He restored sight 
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and 
speech to the mute. He made crippled 
people walk and even raised the dead.  
Everyone who witnessed these things 

had all the evidence they needed to put 
their faith in Jesus.  

So where are the signs and wonders 
today?  They are all around us if we are 
paying attention!  Sacramental signs are 
especially abundant throughout the 
Easter Season: In 2010, 19 students at 
St Augustine School were baptized and 
received into the church.  The majority 
of these children had parents that were 
Catholic but lapsed in practicing their 
faith.  But connecting with our school 
community became the impetus for 
them to resume living out their faith 
and having their children prepare for 
baptism. Since 2010 more than 70 
children have been baptized Catholic 
and in some cases their parents began 
the initiation process for adults who 
wanted to be baptized or Confirmed 
Catholic.  This year 8 school children 
were baptizes in the second week of 
Easter; several more received their 
First Holy Communion; more will 
be Confirmed in the coming weeks.  
People are returning to church and 
to the Sacrament of Confession and 
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From the President’s Desk

Dear St. Augustine Family,

He is Risen! Truly Risen!

Easter 2022 is sure proof that Jesu 
is truly risen. All believers who have 
survived this two-year pandemic can 
say this and truly mean this.

Five of our staff members 
attended the annual National Catholic 
Educational Association convention, 
which took place this year in New 
Orleans from April 19 to 22, during 
our school’s Easter Break. I was joined 
by Ms. Helene Cropper, vice principal, 
Sister Stellamaria Ihejeto, HHCJ, Ms. 
Angela Knox, science teacher, and Ms. 
Lynn Teran, tuition manager. 

Our goals in attending the 
conference were to use the information 
we gained to improve our school’s 
Catholic identity, early childhood 
educational program, English Language 
Arts/Reading, STEM education, and 
classroom best practices. In addition, 
we learned about mental health 
issues, federal funding opportunities, 
environmental projects, standardized 
testing, and tuition management, in 
addition to student retention and 
admissions.

During Lent, we gathered a 
spiritual bouquet, and our students 
helped by writing Easter cards and 
coloring them, with prayers offered for 

Congratulations to our eighth grade on their admissions offers to 
some of the best high schools in the Washington area:

• Academy of Holy Cross

• Archbishop Carroll

• DeMatha

• Elizabeth Seton

• Georgetown Prep

• Georgetown Visitation

• Gonzaga

• St. Anselm’s

• St. John’s

• St. Vincent Pallotti

special intentions for our donors and 
benefactors. During Fridays in Lent, 
when we gathered for Stations of the 
Cross after Noon, we prayed for our 
special intentions.  We also offered 
Lenten fasting, abstinence from meat, 
and prayers from 100 Mission Rosaries, 
as well as our weekly school Mass for 
these intentions during Lent. We joined 
our prayers with Pope Francis for peace 
in Ukraine.

Our Easter joy was complete, 
with the sacraments of initiation for 
numerous students. At the Sunday, 
April 24 Mass at St. Augustine Church, 
three students were baptized: Lauren 
Jones (fifth grade), Maiyah Marshall 
(seventh grade), and Taylor Whittington 
(seventh grade). 

On Friday, April 29, during our 
school Mass, five additional students 
were baptized: Atlas Tubbs (first grade), 
Wesley Sheppard (second grade), 
Kabba Sabba (second grade), Giselle 
Tubbs (fourth grade), and a sixth-grade 
student, Isaiah.

On May 1, we began this month 
that is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, with 
nine students receiving their First Holy 
Communion at Mass:  Wesley Sheppard 
(second grade), Naomi Nwosu (third 
grade), Sophia Jackson (fourth grade), 
Lauren Jones (fifth grade), Giselle Tubbs 
(fifth grade), Maiyah Marshall (seventh 
grade), Taylor Whittington (seventh 
grade), Marvin Bonilla (eighth grade), 
and Lorenzo Cruz-Rodriguez (eighth 
grade).

As of this writing, on May 28, we 
have a half-dozen eighth grade students 
scheduled for Confirmation: Marvin 
Bonilla, Jeremiah Bonilla, Nathanial 
Ezra, Lorenzo Cruz-Rodriguez, 
Jacqueline Jackson, and Isabella Xavier.   

We have been blessed, and we 
know that the Risen Lord and His 
Blessed Mother, whom we honor, 
will continue to bless our parents, 
parishioners, sponsors, and supporters 
in the weeks that we have remaining in 
the 2021-2022 school year.

Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ

Class of 2022 Congratulations
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Career Day – 2022

Alumni Mini-Reunion

On the morning of Saint Patrick’s 
Day, March 17, a group of 14 speakers 
spoke to our students about their work.

Mr. Bruce Johnson, a parishioner, 
spoke with the students about how a 
bad haircut in college led him to start 
cutting his own and other peoples’ hair. 
He now owns a day spa in Silver Spring, 
as well as a hotel and a rental property.

Ms. Chanza Baytop, Ph.D., a 
parishioner, spoke about how her work 
in public health research and outreach 
involves helping large groups of people 
to become healthier, whereas doctors 
and nurses tend to work individually 
with patients. 

A parishioner and retired 
lawyer and administrative judge, Mr. 
Rohulamin Quander spoke about his 
retirement career of providing tours 
of his native District of Columbia, with 
a focus on African American history. 
Mr. Quander also spoke about writing 
books, including one on his family 
history.

Mr. Dan Thompson, a parishioner, 
was joined by Ms. Sophie Berie, Mr. 
Paul Graddon, Ms. Charlotte Suka, 
and Ms. Megan Salmon about careers 
at the State Department, both from a 
civil service perspective and from the 
diplomatic corps. 

In introductory remarks, Saint 
Augustine School’s Bill Murray, 
development director, paid tribute to 
the late Mr. Johnny Young, a school 
supporter who passed away in July 
2021 after a distinguished diplomatic 
career at the State Department, as well 
as service at the U.S. Conference for 
Catholic Bishops. 

Three alumni from our school 
visited us for Career Day on March 
17, and they posed for a photo after 
the St. Patrick’s Day event, in front of 
the plaque in the school hallway that 
names and honors the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence who worked at our parish 
school for more than 90 years, from 
whose labors these alumni benefitted. 

Richard J. Cooper, Jr. ‘54 joined 
Lisle (Turner) Cole ‘85 and Tonya 
L. Chappell ’87 (left to right). Ms. 
Chappell, whose daughter attends 

Dr. Iria Ondo, D.D.S., a school 
parent, spoke about her work as a 
dentist. Ms. Tonya Chappell ‘87, a 
school parent, talked with students 
about owning and operating a 
commercial cleaning service and 
how her company has recently been 
accepted into the Small Business 
Administration’s 8(a) program to help 
small and disadvantaged businesses 
win federal government contracts.

Mr. Richard Cooper, Jr. ’54, a 
parishioner, encouraged students to 

Bruce Johnson Dan Thompson Megan Salmon Megan W Paul Graddon Rohulamin Quander Sophia Berhie Tonya Chappell

consider working with the Civil Air 
Patrol. Ms. Patricia Bibes, a parishioner 
from Argentina, spoke about working 
in international finance and her more 
recent work in real estate investment.

Ms. Lisle (Turner) Cole ’85 told 
students about her work as a 
nutritionist, while Ms. Meg Wisniewski, 
a parishioner, talked about data 
modeling and mathematics as applied 
in her work with demographics at the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

the seventh grade at Saint Augustine, 
spoke about her company, Chappell’s 
Cleaning Services, LLC. Mr. Cooper 
presented to the students about 
the Civil Air Patrol. A longtime 
parishioner, Ms. Cole spoke about 
her work as a nutritionist. Ms. Cole’s 
daughter, Kenya Jenkins ’10 was the 
salutatorian in her graduating eighth 
grade class. The latter attended 
Elizabeth Seton High School, where 
she was a member of the varsity crew 
team.

2021-2022 school year theme: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5)



NCEA convention proves fruitful  
for science teacher

Saint Augustine School’s Science 
teacher learned the importance of 
collaboration with her peers, the 
interdisciplinary nature of science, and 
implementing Pope Francis’ encyclical 
on stewardship over the environment at 
the recent National Catholic Education 
Association (NCEA) convention in New 
Orleans.

Ms. Angela Knox, in her first year 
on the school staff, attended the April 
19-22 NCEA convention, in addition 
to Ms. Helene Cropper, vice principal, 
Sister Stellamaris Ihejeto, seventh grade 
homeroom and social studies teacher, 
HHCJ, Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, 
HHCJ, president, and Ms. Lynn Teran, 
tuition manager. The NCEA convention 
featured keynote speakers and 
breakout sessions with presentations 
from teachers and Catholic educational 
leaders from different parts of the 
country for the 2,000 attendees. 

During one presentation, Ms. 
Knox took away the theme that 
all teachers should collaborate. In 
recent years, Catholic educators have 
been discussing “STREAM,” which 
stands for “Science,” “Technology,” 
“Religion,” “Engineering,” “Arts,” and 
“Mathematics.” Inductive logic, where a 
thesis or theory comes after data and 
evidence is collected, used in science 
can also be used in studying Religion, 
for example.

“Science should be 
interdisciplinary,” Ms. Knox wrote in 
her notes. 

It might be somewhat easier to 
shift to this ideal of working with other 
disciplines, since Science teachers are 
more likely to have studied Science 
in college, as opposed to teachers of 
other disciplines at K-8 schools, and 
many have a background that includes 
non-educational work. 

One way of making Science 
interdisciplinary is to integrate themes 
from Laudato si (2015), the second 
encyclical of Pope Francis, into a 
Science teacher’s lessons. According to 
the teachings of the Catholic Church, 
God created all of nature, in addition to 
human beings, and human beings have 
the responsibility to use their freedom 
and stewardship wisely and respecting 
the Creator’s will. 

“There is beauty in all creation, 
including the Earth,” Ms. Knox wrote in 
her notes. “If we teach kids to learn to 
love each other as Catholics, we should 
also be teaching them to love the Earth 
as our home and take care of it,” she said 
“However, we have to allow them to do 
their own research in the environment.”

Another takeaway from the NCEA 
convention for Ms. Knox was the idea 
that Science teachers should work 
in securing grants to support their 
projects. Coming back to the nation’s 
capital, Ms. Knox made a presentation 
to school staff members about what 
she learned in New Orleans.

Alumni Notes • Alumni Notes

Ms. Dena Grant ’76, a lifelong 
parishioner of Saint Augustine, was 
honored as Volunteer of the Year for 
Saint Augustine Catholic School, at the 
Catholic Business Network-DC Gala at 
the Four Seasons Hotel in Georgetown 
on April 26.

Ms. Grant volunteers at her alma 
mater through the Girls Scouts and 
the Book Circle. In a video interview 
she gave last year through the Catholic 
Voices series at the Archdiocese of 
Washington, which one can access 
through YouTube or ADW.org, she said 
that attending the school taught her 
“faith and social justice,” years before 
the latter became a popular topic. 

“We were taught social justice,” 
she said, reflecting, in addition, on her 
high school education at Academy of 
Notre Dame.

“You had to give back,” she said 
of growing up in the parish and taking 

on roles as an adult. She has taught 
through the CCD program, served on 
the Parish Pastoral Council, and served 
as a Sodalist at St. Augustine Parish.   

“She opened up the world to me,” 
she said of Sister Gabrielle Walker, 
O.S.P., her seventh and eighth grade 
English teacher, crediting her love 
of books on her former teacher. Ms. 
Grant said that she felt that she and 
her classmates were better prepared 
for success in high school and beyond 
through their Catholic education than 
other children in the neighborhood. 

Somewhat appropriately, Ms. 
Grant works at the Library of Congress.

Dena Grant (left) at the CBN-DC Gala with 
fellow parishioner Pamela Cross and Fr. Patrick 

Smith of St. Augustine.
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Black History Month 2022
Highlighting our students’ creativity

Mary McLeod Bethune

Harriet TubmanRosa Parks Ruby Bridges

Maya Angelou

Our students are applying what 
they learn in Social Studies and other 
classes, during February, Black History 
Month. They have learned about Ruby 
Bridges, who at six years old was the 
first African American to integrate 
a school in the South in 1960, and 
the late Rosa Parks, who is known 
for the critical role she played in the 
Montgomery (Ala.) bus boycott. They 
have learned about Harriet Tubman, 
who was born into slavery, escaped 
from her bondage in the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland and became an abolitionist 
who helped other enslaved Black 
people become free. Among other 
historical figures, they learned about 
Mary McLeod Bethune, the daughter 
of two enslaved people who became 
an educator and civil rights activist, and 
Maya Angelou, a poet.  

April 27, Ms. Kelly Branaman, 
superintendent for the Catholic Schools 
Office at the Archdiocese of Washington 
(ADW), visited St. Augustine Catholic School 
to read Lola at the Library to our PreK students 
as a part of “Read Across ADW. St. Augustine 
thanks Superintendent Branaman for visiting 
our school.

Superintendent Visits



St. Augustine principal receives award

Alumni Notes

On May 5, Saint Augustine 
School’s principal won an award from 
a partnering Catholic organization for 
his work with a group of high school 
students who work at our parish school.

Mr. Raven Wilkins, Sr., won 
the Regional Supervisor of the Year 
Award from Don Bosco Cristo Rey 
High School (DBCR) in Takoma Park. 
Fourteen DBCR students are working 
at St. Augustine during the 2021-2022 
helping to do everything from assist 
with aftercare activities, file papers, 
and bring documents between the 
Gingras Center and the school, at the 
St. Augustine Parish campus.

Ms. Michelle Lawyer, an 
office manager with the Catholic 
Schools Office at the Archdiocese 
of Washington, also won a Regional 
Supervisor of the Year Award from 
DBCR at the event, which took place at 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, a K 
Street law firm.

Founded in 2007, Don Bosco 
Cristo Rey is a high school sponsored 
by the Archdiocese of Washington 
that enables families who might not 
otherwise be able to afford a Catholic 

Kari Miller-Oriz ’91 served 
as a mainstay libero on the 
U.S. Olympic sitting volleyball 
team for more than a decade, 
and she retired in 2016, after 
the Rio Olympics, where the 
U.S. sitting volleyball team 
won the gold medal. Last 
summer, she joined NBC’s 
Paralympic Games Tokyo 
2021 broadcast team, where 
she worked as an analysist 
for the sitting volleyball 
competitions, her first 
Paralympics in that role.

Mr. Raven Wilkins, Sr., with Ms. Michelle Lawyer, Archdiocese of Washington, who also received the 
Regional Supervisor of the Year Award from Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School.

education to receive one. All students 
at the school are 14 years of age or 
older and work through the school’s 
Corporate Work Study program for 
local employers, such as St. Augustine, 
at least one day a week. The employer 
pays for most of the cost of educating 
each child. The school’s motto is “The 
School That Works.”

Wilkins’ wife, Lesbern Wilkins, has 

taught at Don Bosco Cristo Rey for 
seven years, where she is the head of 
the Science Department. The couple 
met at Archbishop Carroll High School 
when they were students there. They 
married in 2014 and have a son, Raven 
A. Wilkins, Jr. Wilkins has served as 
principal at St. Augustine since February 
2021. Mrs. Wilkins won the Teacher of 
the Year Award this year at Don Bosco 
Cristo Rey.

Miller-Ortiz won silver 
medals with Team USA at the 
London and Beijing Games 
in 2008 and 2012. She is 
a former sergeant with the 
U.S. Army and was married in 
2017 to Jay Ortiz. 

Kari Miller ’91 in 2012, photo 
courtesy of Team USA.

May Crowning
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St. Augustine School’s Literary Circle, an aftercare activity under the direction of Ms. Dena Grant ’76, 
a lifelong parishioner, recently connected with a school book club in Kenya through the Internet. Our 

students shared ideas with students from the East African country.

Girl Scouts Troop
Richmond 64, Davidson 62 | Men’s College Basketball 

Capital One Arena, March 13, 2022 experiencing heavy burdens lifted and 
deep wounds healed as they do so.  
Hundreds of thousands in this country 
and around the world have discovered 
the TV Series on the life of Christ called 
“The Chosen” and many parishioners at 
St Augustine have testified about the 
life changing and faith boosting effect 
it has already had on their lives.  There 
are many more signs of the presence 
of the Risen Christ in our midst saving 
and transforming lives.  As I write this 
column we are actually uploading 
onto our church website a series of 
testimonies from ordinary parishioners 
of various ages sharing the ways 
they have experienced the signs and 
wonders of Christ working in their lives 
in the past and present.  Take a moment 
to check out these testimonies and 
in the words of Jesus to the Apostle 
Thomas: “Doubt no longer, but believe” 
(John 20:27).

Thank you for continuing to 
believe in Saint Augustine Catholic 
School.  Thank you for accompanying 
your well wishes and moral support 
with generous signs in the form of 
financial and prayerful support.

Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor

From the Pastor
Continued from page 1

2021-2022 school year theme: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5)

In Memoriam
Rev. Lowell Case, S.S.J.,  

former parish administrator

Ms. Cynthia Gaskins Buck ‘67

Mrs. Carrie Miller, Alumni Parent

Mrs. Evelyn Morgan, Alumni Parent

Rev. Mr. Donald Joseph Norris ‘64

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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