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Element Care “cares” for our sisters in Methuen, MA
            n February 12, 2019 the core group of the 

Leadership team invited the PACE (Program
 for All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly) program  
to give us an overview of the services they could 
provide for our Sisters in Methuen, MA. In our 
area, the providers are Element Care. It provides  
a comprehensive, individualized approach  
to healthcare and social services through a  
multi-disciplinary team of doctors, nurses, home 
health aides, physicians, occupational therapists 
and recreational specialists.

On February 26, 2019 our sisters from St. Claire 
Residence and Notre Dame both in Methuen  
were invited for a presentation from the Element 
Care Team. Before the meeting, our provincial,  
Sr. Helene Cote encouraged the sisters to seriously  
consider the option which would be very beneficial 
for us. We were then introduced to the various 

O

departments that would work with us if we  
opted to buy into the program. The doctor, nurse 
practitioner, nurse, occupational and physical  
therapists were presented as they gave an overview 
of the services. This was followed by an informal 
get together where time was given for the sisters  
to interact with the professionals.

As of June 6, there are 23 sisters who have opted for 
the program and are delighted with their choice.  
                                                — Sr. Janice Perrault   

Sr. Cecile Gamache

                                                  Our sisters look forward to  
participating in the various activities 

that are provided for them. Sr. Cecile Gamache shares a beautifully  
decorated rock she diligently works at during such an activity period.
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MRA Annual Cookout
On June 11, at 6 p.m. our Marie Rivier Associates 
met with the Sisters from Notre Dame Community in 
Methuen and enjoyed a Cook-out-Eat-in. Interesting 
conversation and lively laughter echoed through the 
large community room where this evening’s activity 
took place, and where a buffet of tasty foods prepared 
by Sr. Lucy Veilleux was enjoyed by all. 

It’s obvious that this annual get-together has proven 
to be an evening of shared and renewed friendships 
between the Sisters and MRA members. “It’s like  
family”, commented one of the Associates, “it’s  
creating new memories and reviving lots of happy 
ones from years past.” “Wonder what’s on the  
agenda for next year?” questioned another. Obviously,  
members are already looking forward to another year 
of “giving,” indeed, and yes, “receiving.”

The purpose of this gathering is in recognition of  
the dedication of all the members who support and 
entertain our elderly and sick sisters from September 

to June. The activities include, singing, dancing,  
putting together a small holiday craft, or solving a 
Mother Rivier “brain teaser”. This concludes with  
a sweet treat and a small package to bring “home”  
(to their room).  Such activities afford a one-on-one 
relationship and assistance for each sister. “Our goal  
is an attempt to bring a bit of pleasure and distraction  
to “too long and too quiet” Sunday afternoons.

The majority of our members have been together  
since 2002 when Sr. Virginia Heron, the moderator, 
assumed leadership with the group. At that time  
Sister initiated visiting and entertaining our retired 
sisters periodically, and the yearly Rivier Cookout. 
Mother Rivier often called her sisters together not  
only to pray but to enjoy moments of relaxation  
in the spirit of Christ. “We try to meet these  
expectations, and in so doing, reap pleasure,  
fulfillment, and create bonds of friendship among  
us, for sure through “The Rivier Cookout!
                                                 — Sr. Virginia Heron

Many of our Sisters who attended Catholic 
Schools in their youth, remember with 
fond memories the offering of flowers and 
crowning of Mary as a ritual. Yearly, our 
Sisters from St. Joseph II gather to mark  
this special occasion. In such a ceremony, 
Sr. Theresa Lawrence places her flower at 
the statue to Mary.

Tradition



Meet Our Seniors

Sr. Denise (Sr. Rose de Lima) was born in Manchester, NH in 1926 to 
Joseph Chauvin and Rose (Lavigne) Chauvin. She was the youngest of 
7 children. She pursued her elementary and high school in Manchester 
attending the schools taught by our sisters, Sisters of the Presentation of 
Mary. For a short period of time, Sr. Denise was blessed with a twin  
sister, Doris who passed away at three years old. (1929)

The call to Religious Life came early for Sr. Denise, accompanied by  
a deep desire to become a missionary to serve in a foreign country. 
However, being of poor health Denise was discouraged to enter a 
missionary community. God had other views on Sr. Denise. God did  
lead her to enter the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary where she kept  
her secret alive, of one day going to the foreign Missions as a missionary.

During a retreat in 1957 volunteers were asked to submit their names if 
they were interested in going to the Philippine Islands. She submitted 
her name, putting her faith in God and waited patiently for His response. 
God did not fail her, and granted her wish. She was asked by our major 
superiors to go to the Philippines, thus fulfilling a dream of long ago. Sister 
embarked on a cargo ship sailing from New York, July 2, 1958 to arrive  
in the Philippines Islands, August 6, 1958.

Sr. Denise left behind her career as elementary school teacher to that 
of becoming the Formation Director to young postulants, and novices 
preparing to live the life inspired by Marie Rivier, our foundress, as Sisters 
of the Presentation of Mary. “It is one of the great joys of my life that a new 
shoot of the wonderful family of the Sisters of the Presentation is flowering  
marvelously in the Isles of Mary.” (Denise)  Sister served for 12 beautiful 
years as a missionary sister in the Philippines Islands.

Upon returning to the United States in 1970, Sr. Denise continued to further 
her education and served in many capacities for the Church. Throughout 
New England she served as Director of Religious Education in various 
parishes in RI and NH. She also served on a retreat center and as Hospital 
Chaplain till her retirement in 2006.

Sister Denise, at 93 years old, remembers that God was faithful to that  
seed He planted in her heart as a child and called her to be a missionary  
in a foreign land. She cherishes her memories and praises God for all  
her experiences.     
                                                                          — Sr. Marie Henault  

Sr. Denise L. Chauvin
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Sr. Rachel Pinsonnault
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Sister Rachel Pinsonnault (Saint Francois-d’Assise), 
daughter of Albert Pinsonnault and Roseline Davignon 
was born in North Attleboro, MA on February 11, l922. 
She had three older brothers and one sister, Denise  
(Sr. Louis-Bertrand). She started school with the Sisters 
of the Holy Union in Sacred Heart Parish and went to 
our boarding school in Coaticook, P.Q. for high school.

Attracted to religious life, she entered our novitiate 
on February 11, 1939. Since the novitiate in Hudson, 
N.H. was not completely ready to receive candidates, 
she entered in St. Hyacinthe, P.Q., Canada. After her 
profession, she was asked to stay in Canada to teach 
English at our boarding school in Granby. After six 
years, she was transferred to Farnham, P.Q. where she 
taught for 2 years. At that time, she was asked to go 
to Japan where she and three other companions, after 
studying the language, would found a school. Sister 
Rachel would remain in that country for 53 years. Of 
course there were several trips back to Canada and the 
U. S. to visit during that time.

So in May 1950, Sister Rachel and four other 
companions left Canada for San Francisco where they 
boarded a ship for Japan. The trip took a good two 
weeks. Once they had studied the language and the 
school was founded, she would serve generously for 
53 years. In 1971, she was named Regional Superior. 
After her term, she was given a sabbatical in Canada.

She then returned to Japan to teach English both at  
the high school and Junior College. Her last ten years 
were spent in Tokyo.

In 1952, her sister, Denise was asked to join her in 
Japan. We can just imagine the sacrifice of the parents 
as their two daughters would be so far.

From the foundation of the school, Japanese  
parents were exceptionally open to the way education 
was imparted and they expected much of their 
children, especially in their study of English. In the 
classroom, the missionaries were asked not to use 
Japanese language but English only. This proved  
very successful. As students of every level gradually  
participated in National Oratorial Contests, they often 
returned with trophies, and the reputation of the 
school grew quickly. 

During class  
intervals, the students  
enjoyed teaching  
the missionaries  
“Japanese”, and the  
teachers taught  
the students “English”.

Adults seeking improvement  
in English would attend evening  
classes at the convent. There was also an English Mass 
on Sundays where foreign tourists were welcomed by 
the Sisters and sometimes entertained around coffee 
and doughnuts.

As missionaries, the Sisters deplored the fact that 
they seldom had the occasion of preparing anyone for 
Baptism. They noticed, however, that it was especially 
during their college years, when away from home,  
that many sought their way to the Church.

What joy was experienced when Japanese women 
began to seek their way to novitiate and gradually 
became professed Sisters. All the sacrifices of the  
missionaries were blessed.

Sister Rachel returned to Canada permanently in  
2003.  Two years later, she asked to come to Methuen 
where her beloved sister Denise was at the infirmary. 
Denise had spent 47 years in Japan and was now in 
need of care.  

After Sister Denise passed away, Sister Rachel had 
more time to enjoy her retirement years. She has 
learned enough computer skills to communicate with 
the Japanese and Vietnamese Sisters. Her main focus, 
however, is the deepening of her prayer life and  
her relationship with the Lord of her life. Every  
morning, you can find her in adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament, interceding for her family, her 
beloved Japanese Sisters and the Vietnamese women 
who are now joining the community, and each one  
of us here in the States.

May abundant blessings be upon this woman  
of God whose life was totally given for the sake of  
His Kingdom.
                                            — Sr. Helene Bissonnette   
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A thread in the fabric of life
           his past May, we celebrated National  

Nursing Home Week.  The theme this year
was, “Live Soulfully!”

The sisters were instrumental in planning the 
week’s festivities this year. We took the theme 
in a few different directions. The sisters opened 
up the week with a prayer service and honoring 
the employees. A particular gift or virtue was 
recognized for each employee. This virtue was 
printed on a candle and presented to each one.  
It was beautiful to see how much devotion the 
sisters had in sharing with the employees. 

As the week continued, we used many of the  
ideas from our planning time. One sister stated 
that we are all a thread in the fabric of life. Many 
others, nodded affirming the thought. One sister 
explained that we are all important to one another 
in many ways. In some ways, we may not realize 
this readily.

However, I hear over and over from the employees 
that they know that they are here to care for  
the sisters but I don’t know if the sisters know  
how much we learn and receive from them. The 
idea of a weaving came from these discussions.  

T We decided another  
meaningful project  
was to weave “our  
own piece of fabric”.  
Ribbons of many  
colors were given to  
all employees and sisters.  
The plan was to write our  
name on the ribbon and what were the gifts we share 
with one another in our daily lives.  

This seemed to be a relatively simple project until 
people had to think about the gifts they shared.  
It was interesting to hear the employees and sisters 
helping each other with how they saw one another. 

It was both a poignant and colorful activity!! It  
was an activity that again displayed thoughtfulness 
and graciousness.

Sr. Yvette was very proud to see this fabric being 
woven together, ribbon by ribbon representing who 
we are to one another!!

            —  Marlene J. Makowski, NHA 
St. Joseph Residence 
Administrator

Sr. Yvette Provencher places her ribbon 
representing “the fabric of her life”



July 17, 2018
Sr. Jeanne d’Arc St. Laurent

(M. Ste. Leontine)


June 23, 2018                                                      

Sr. Sylvia Lariviere                                                  
(Theodore-Marie)


August 24, 2018

Sr. Marie Marthe Couture
(Marie-de-l’Emmanuel)


August 25, 2018

Sr. Joan Joyal

October 21, 2018
Sr. Guy-Marie                       

(Yvonne Lamontagne) 

                                                  

December 17, 2018
Sr. Celia Laliberte

(St. Ernest)


January 25, 2019                                                      

Sr. Marguerite Lapointe                                                  
(Helene-Therese)


February 18, 2019
Sr. Edith Laflamme
(Fernande Laflamme)

March 7, 2019
Sr. Yolanda St. Laurent

(Albert-de-Ste. Marie)


March 26, 2019

Sr. Blanche Lacasse                       
(Aimee-de-Notre Dame)

                                                   
April 13, 2019

Sr. Lorraine Arsenault
(Sainte-Lousie-de-France)


May 4, 2019                                                      

Sr. Estelle Leveillee                                                  
(Marie Marcelline)

                       

IN MEMORIAM
June 2018-June 2019
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Sisters of the Presentation of Mary
495 Mammoth Road, Manchester, NH 03104-5494

209 Lawrence St., Methuen MA 01844-3884
603-669-3261

Visit Our Web Site:  
www.presentationofmary-usa.org 

to learn more about the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary

WISH LIST
We would appreciate any contribution 

you can make toward the purchase  
of the following items: 

•  (24) Motion Chairs $14,400

•  (4) 5ft. Banquet Tables $360

•   (4) 8ft. Banquet Tables  $650

•   Therapeutic & Sensory items  $1,000 
and games for activities

•   Whirlpool (replacement)  $18,500

Neighbors from Massachusetts
Our Sisters love to receive guests and have time to  
chat. Here Sr. Rolande Giard (R) from Methuen, MA  
visits with Sr. Irene Dionne (L) at St. Joseph Residence  
in Manchester, NH. during the Christmas Season.


