
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

JULY 2017 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming our newest professed member Robin Solomon and we bid a sad 

farewell to Fr. Lambert – Rite of Profession – Sunday June 11, 2017 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
“Lord, help me to live this day quietly, easily. To lean upon Thy great 
strength trustfully, restfully. To wait for the unfolding of Thy will patiently, 
serenely. To meet others peacefully, joyously. To face tomorrow 
confidently, courageously.”    St. Francis of Assisi 
 
Summer is here; this can be a time of slowing down. The above quote 
seems like a quote for slowing down, a quote to be reflected on, a quote 
to try to put into practice. We gain strength from time spent in Adoration. 
Maybe if we’re having an “off” day we can ponder this quote before Our 
Lord in a visit to Him in the Blessed Sacrament. He’s waiting for us.  
 
July is the month of the Precious Blood ~ our churches have a crucifix ~ 
during Adoration looking at the crucifix can bring insights for the above 
quote and about the Precious Blood of Our Lord.  
 
I wish all of you some very special prayer time during this month ....  
and let us keep each other in prayer.    Sue  

  

 
 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
  Crowley, TX 76036 

http://www.stclareofs.com 
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
 

Minister: 
  Sue Bedard, OFS 

   682-267-1755 
sjbcorner1@aol.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

  Lambert Leykam, OFM 
  lambertleykam@att.net  

 
Vice Minister: 

Carmine Esposito, OFS 
   817-455-5077 (cell) 

cesposito1802@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: 
Rex Watkins, OFS 

817-249-0101 
xraykinswat@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer: 

Bob Frank, OFS 
 817-980-5282 

Bob.Frank.ofs@gmail.com 
 

Formation Director: 
Chuck Brewer, OFS 

   682-304-2272 
chuckbofs@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com


THE CLARION  JULY 2017 
 

 

                         MONTH OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

 

        The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood. The feast of the Precious Blood of our Lord was instituted 

in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as old as Christianity. The early Fathers say that the Church was born from the 

pierced side of Christ, and that the sacraments were brought forth through His Blood. 
"The Precious Blood which we worship is the Blood which the Savior shed for us on Calvary and reassumed at His 

glorious Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses through the veins of His risen, glorified, living body at the right 
hand of God the Father in heaven; it is the Blood made present on our altars by the words of Consecration; it is the 
Blood which merited sanctifying grace for us and through it washes and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the 
beginning of eternal life in it." 

Symbols of the Precious Blood 
Adam is sleeping an ecstatic sleep. God opens his side, removes a 
rib and forms Eve, the mother of all the living. But our view 
transcends this action and in spirit we behold the second, the divine 
Adam, Christ. He is sleeping the sleep of death. From His opened 
side blood and water flow, symbols of baptism and the Eucharist, 
symbols of the second Eve, the Church, the Mother of all the living. 
Through blood and water Christ willed to redeem God's many children 
and to lead them to an eternal home. 

At Jerusalem a service in Yahweh's honor is taking place on the Day 
of Atonement. The high priest is making his annual entrance into the 
holy of holies to sprinkle the blood of bucks and bulls upon the 
covenant in expiation for the sins of the people. The Church shows us 
the higher meaning of this rite. Our divine High Priest Christ on the 
first Good Friday entered that Holy of Holies which is not made with 
hands nor sprinkled with the blood of bucks and bulls; there He 
effects, once and for all, with His own Blood man's eternal 
redemption. 

A finale. Holy Church transports us to the end. The heavenly liturgy is in progress. Upon the altar is the Lamb, slain 
yet alive, crimsoned by His own Blood. Round about stand the countless army of the redeemed in garments washed 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. Hosts of the blessed are singing the new canticle of redemption: "You have redeemed 
us out of every tribe and tongue and nation by Your Blood." 

Now from vision to present reality. How fortunate we are to have divine Blood so near to us, to offer it to the heavenly 
Father for the sins of the whole world! 

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace , Pius ParschEXCERPT FROM  

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm   

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm
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                evotion to the Precious Blood is not a spiritual 
               option, it is a spiritual obligation, and that not 
only for priests, but for every follower of Christ. I really 
believe that one of the symptoms of modern society 
(and I would even include, sadly, modern Catholic 
society) one of the symptoms of a growing, gnawing 
secularism is the lessening and the weakening of 
devotion to the Precious Blood.  

Devotion, as we know, is a composite of three 
elements: It is first- veneration, it is secondly- 
invocation, and it is thirdly- imitation. In other words, 
devotion to the Precious Blood of Christ, the Lamb of 
God who was slain, is first of all to be veneration on our 
part, which is a composite of knowledge, love and 
adoration. We are to study to come to a deeper 
understanding of what those two casual words, Precious 
Blood, really mean. 

I found this passage in the oldest document, outside 
of sacred scripture, from the first century of the Christian 
era – to be exact, from Pope St. Clement I, dated about 
96 A.D. Says Pope Clement: "Let us fix our gaze on the 
Blood of Christ and realize how truly precious It is, 
seeing that it was poured out for our salvation and 

brought the grace of conversion to the whole world." 
To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood we must get some comprehension of the gravity of sin, of 

the awfulness of offending God, because it required the Blood of the Son of God to forgive that sin. We are living 
in an age in which to sin has become fashionable. 

This veneration of the Precious Blood, which is the first element in our devotion to the Precious Blood means 
that we have a deep sensitivity to the awfulness of sin. Sin must be terrible. It must be awful. It must be the most 
dreadful thing in the universe. Why? Because it cost the living God in human form the shedding of His Blood.   
 
Lord Jesus, You became Man in order by your Passion and Death and the draining of your Blood on the Cross, 
might prove to us how much You, our God, love us. Protect us, dear Jesus, from ever running away from the 
sight of blood. Strengthen our weak human wills so that we will not only not run away from the cross, but 
welcome every opportunity to shed our blood in spirit in union with your Precious Blood, so that, dying to 
ourselves in time we might live with You in Eternity. Amen 
 
Excerpted from The Precious Blood of Christ, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. 
Excerpt https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm  
 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm
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Old Testament 

Cain and Abel are making an offering. Abel's sacrifice is pleasing to God, 
Cain's is not. This gives rise to the sin of hatred, and fratricide is its 
resolution. The thirsting earth soaks up Abel's blood as it shouts to 
heaven for vengeance. This shouting prefigured the scene on Calvary, 
where Christ's Blood cried to heaven for the redemption of mankind. 

Millenia pass, and now we see Israel oppressed by Egypt. God 
commands the people to kill a lamb and to sprinkle the doorposts with its 
blood; houses thus besprinkled are spared by the messenger of death. 
But where the doors are not reddened with the blood of the lamb, all male 
firstborn from king to slave die. This blood on the doorposts was a type of 
the Blood of Christ. Can the blood of a lamb save a man? No, but as a 
figure of the Redeemer's Blood it certainly does. For when the Destroyer 
sees the thresholds of a human heart marked with Christ's sacred Blood, 
he must pass by. And another soul is saved. 

In a vision the prophet Isaias saw a man treading out grapes (in the 
Orient, trampling upon grapes in the wine-press was the usual means of 
extracting the juice). The prophet asked the man: "Why are your garments 
so red? "The wine-press I have trodden alone," he answers, "because 
from the nations there is no one with me." The trodder of the wine-press is 
Christ, His garments crimsoned by the Blood of redemption. 

New Testament 

The Church reminds us of the first drops of blood that flowed for our 
redemption on the day when Jesus was circumcised.  It is night on Mount 
Olivet, and the moon is shining. We see the holy face crimsoned with blood during the agony in the garden. 

Unhappy, despairing Judas casts the blood-money down in the temple. "I have betrayed innocent blood!" 

In the scourging chamber we see the Lord in deepest humiliation; under raw strokes the divine Blood spurts out 
over the floor. Christ is led before Pilate. Pilate shows the blood-covered Body to the crowds: Ecce homo! We 
go through Jerusalem's streets following the bloody footsteps to Golgotha. Down the beams of the Cross blood 
trickles. A soldier opens the sacred side. Water and Blood. 

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace , Pius Parsch 

Excerpt  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm   

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm
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FOCUS FOR THE MONTH  
 

The Precious Blood of Our Lord was shed on the Cross; by It Our Lord won 
all the graces necessary for the salvation of every human being. We simply 
need to grasp these graces and apply them to ourselves and others. The 
Precious Blood is a flowing Fountain of spiritual gifts that will never run dry. 

 
Our Lord told Sister Mary of St. Peter: 
"Ask My Father for as many souls as I 
shed drops of Blood during My 
Passion." By asking for the Precious 
Blood to be poured out on souls we 
prevent Its being, as it were, spilled 
out on the ground in vain. In His 
mysterious Providence God has put 
the salvation of others in our hands: 
we must ask for it, and ask fervently 
and often. 

 
One of the best means of participating 
in the graces and blessings of the 
Precious Blood is to offer It to the 
Eternal Father. "An offering," says 
Father Faber, is "more than a prayer." 
In prayer, we are the recipients, but 
when we make an offering, God 
vouchsafes to accept something from 

us. St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, when in ecstasy, once exclaimed: "Every 
time a creature offers up the Blood by which he was redeemed, he offers a 
gift of infinite worth, which can be equaled by no other." God revealed the 
practice of making this offering to this Saintly Carmelite nun when He 
complained to her that so little effort is made in this world to disarm His 
Divine justice against sinners. Acting upon this admonition, she daily 
offered the Precious Blood fifty times for the living and the dead. She did 
this with so much fervor that God showed her on different occasions the 
numerous souls who had thereby been converted or delivered from 
Purgatory. 

 
At another time when St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi was in ecstasy, she saw 
all the holy patrons of the city of Florence [accompanied by innumerable 
other saints], before the throne of God interceding for sinners. Their 
petitions, however, remained unanswered. Then the guardian Angels of the 
poor sinners approached, but their prayers likewise remained unheard. 
Next came the multitudes of the blessed to make intercession for the guilty 
souls. While imploring God's mercy, they were intent at the same time upon 
offering to the Eternal Father the Precious Blood, and on account of the 
merits of the Divine Blood, their petitions were granted. Ought not these 
examples incite us to offer the Precious Blood frequently during the day? 
 

Excerpt http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm  

Franciscan Connections 

 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/ 

 

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

 

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.org/ 

 

FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFSrule.html 

 

GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/GC2000.doc 

 

NAFRA STATUTES 

https://www.nafra-

sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_0

7_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf 

 

NAFRA GUIDELINES 

https://www.nafra-

sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/ 

 

TAU – USA (SPRING 2017) 

www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-

usa/articles/spring17/Issue_Num_91_spr

_17.pdf   

 

VOX – INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER 

www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/

VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_

-_Spring_2017.pdf  

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 

 

http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/
http://lostrescompaneros.org/
http://www.ciofs.org/
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFSrule.html
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/GC2000.doc
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/articles/spring17/Issue_Num_91_spr_17.pdf
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/articles/spring17/Issue_Num_91_spr_17.pdf
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/articles/spring17/Issue_Num_91_spr_17.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_-_Spring_2017.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_-_Spring_2017.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_-_Spring_2017.pdf
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Franciscan Calendar – July – The Month of the Precious Blood 
01. Saint Junipero Serra 
02. Saint Oliver Plunkett 
03. Saint Thomas the Apostle 
04. Saint Elizabeth of Portugal 
05. Saint Anthony Zaccaria 
06. Saint Maria Goretti 
07. Blessed Emmanuel Ruiz & Companions 
08. Saint Gregory Grassi & Companions 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 
09. Saint Augustine Zhao Rong & Companions 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 
10. Saint Veronica Giuliani 
11. Saint Benedict 
12. Saints John Jones & John Wall 
13. Saint Henry 
14. Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  
15. Saint Bonaventure 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 
16. Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
17. Saint Francis Solano 
18. Saint Camillus de Lellis 
19. Saint Mary MacKillop  
20. Saint Apollinaris  
21. Saint Lawrence of Brindisi 
22. Saint Mary Magdalene 
23. Saint Bridget of Sweden 
24. Saint Sharbel Makhluf 
25. Saint James the Apostle 
26. Saints Joachim & Anne 
27. Blessed Antonio Lucci  
28. Saint Leopold Mandic 
29. Saint Martha  
30. Saint Peter Chrysologus 
31. Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

 
Most High, Glorious God, enlighten the darkness in our minds. 

Give us a right faith, a firm hope and a perfect charity,  
so that we may always and in all things act according to Your Holy Will. 

Amen - St. Francis 

 
 

CANDIDATES (GRP #1) 

The Candidates next formation class will 

be Sat July 8, at 10 AM in the dining 

room.  We will be reviewing two 

chapters in the Franciscan Journey book - 

Chapters 28 & 29 -  pages 301-318. 
 
CANDIDATES (GRP #2) 
The Candidates next formation class will 
be Sat July 15, at 10 AM in the dining 
room.  We will be reviewing chapter 13 – 
Encounters with Christ starting on page 
142 in the Franciscan Journey book. 
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Caring for the Sick - If a friar falls ill, no matter where he is, the others may not 
leave him, unless someone has been appointed to look after him as they should 
like to be looked after themselves…. I beg the friar who is sick to thank God for 
everything; he should be content to be as God wishes him to be, in sickness or in 
health, because it is those who were “destined for eternal life” (Acts 13:48) that 
God instructs by sickness and affliction and the spirit of compunction. He tells us 
himself, “I reprove and discipline those whom I love” (Revelation 3:19). But if the 
sick friar lets his illness upset him and becomes angry with God or with the other 
friars, always looking for medicine in an effort to relieve the body that is soon to 
die and is the enemy of the soul, it is a result of evil in him and a sign that he is a 
carnal person; he does not seem to be a real friar, because he cares more for his 
body than for his soul. (Rule of 1221, chapter 10)  
 
Living as Francis Did - Life on the road, going in pairs or small groups, increases 
the number of times friars might have to care for a sick friar. Yet caring for the 
sick is essential in Francis’s eyes. 

McCloskey OFM, Pat. Peace and Good: Through the Year with Francis of Assisi  
(p. 205). Franciscan Media.  

 

PRAYERS FOR  
OUR SICK 

 

Margaret Aldrich 

Richard Block 

Chuck Brewer 

Dayle Brewer 

Howard Covey 

Fr. Ricardo Duffy 

Ann Felton 

Frances Hudson 

Al Kelsey 

Br. Lester Kochlin 

Jo Kuffel 

Fr. Lambert Leykam 

Fr. Bob Leonhardt 

Ellie Markovich 

Mary Mazotti 

Bob Palmer 

Diana Gutierrez Pierson 

Hulda Sellingsloh 

Vickie Stanford 

Vince Staszak 

Carol Sweeney 

Betty Tighe 

Louise Traylor, and 

Mary Wallace. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

ALSO PLEASE REMEMBER 
 
Catherine Khalid is in 

Waterford Nursing Home, 

6799 Granbury Road  

and Francis Hudson is in  

Garden Terrace, 

7500 Oakmont. 
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The Holy Father's Intentions  
for the Month of July 2017 

Lapsed Christians: That our brothers and sisters who have strayed 
from the faith, through our prayer and witness to the Gospel, may 
rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the 
Christian life. 

Precious Blood Offering 

ETERNAL Father, I offer Thee the most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, in 
satisfaction for my sins, in supplication for the holy souls in Purgatory and for 
the needs of Holy Church [especially for the soul of (Name)].   
----  The Raccolta, 188 

 In order to obtain special graces through the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, 
let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to offer It in our stead. This advice is given 
us by many devout servants of God, in particular by St. John Vianney [the Cure 
of Ars] who says that this is the best method of prayer. He furthermore adds, 
"My children, mark this well: whenever I obtained some grace, it was obtained 
in this manner, which I never found to fail." 

We can make this offering many times a day. We can use these words of the 
Marian Offering of the Precious Blood: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt: http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm  

Marian Offering of the  
Precious Blood 

IMMACULATE Heart of Mary, do thou 
offer to the Eternal Father the 
Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the conversion of sinners, 
especially [Name]. 

In the life of St. Dominic we read that 
on one occasion when he was 
preaching about the veneration of 
Mary, he saw the Blessed Virgin 
sprinkling his devout hearers with the 
Blood of her Divine Son. Once while 
the Saint was celebrating Mass, three 
hundred persons, among them the 
king and queen, saw the Mother of 
God, at the elevation of the chalice, 
pouring the Precious Blood over all 
present and over the whole Church.  

     Let us, particularly during Holy 
Mass, beseech Mary to offer to the 
Eternal Father the Blood of her Son in 
the chalice, for the holy Catholic 
Church, for the conversion of sinners, 
for the souls in Purgatory and for our 
various needs. We may enumerate 
them to her with full confidence, and 
the greater their number, the better 
will she be pleased. That which we 
offer to God in Holy Mass is of 
infinitely greater value than the gifts 
for which we ask. God remains our 
debtor, as it were, so great is the value 
of the Precious Blood. 

  St. Gertrude's writings are replete 
with most beautiful sentiments 
concerning the Precious Blood. To St. 
Mechtilde Our Lord once revealed 
Himself on the altar, with hands 
extended and Blood streaming from 
His Wounds: 

"I show these bleeding Wounds to My 
Father," He said, "to appease His 
wrath. He pardons when He sees the 
Blood."  

http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm
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