
 
 
 
 

  
  

OCTOBER 2017 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming our inquirers - Maureen Fuller, Carol Kautz, Ramsie Martin, 

Maureen Milson, Mary Jo Pugh, Joe and Jean Snelus (not pictured). 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
Sunday, October 8th, is the special day Jackie, Rich, Karen and Terry 

have been preparing and waiting for ~ their profession into the Secular 
Franciscan Order. We hope everyone will be able to attend the 10 a.m. Mass 
here at St. Francis Village Catholic Chapel to witness and rejoice with them. 
Celebration after in the A/B room! 

In our thoughts we can visit our own Franciscan journey; how we first 
heard of the OFS, our profession, and our growth in faith along the way to 
where we are now.  

Let us give thanks to God and St. Francis for our vocation. Try to come on 
Tuesday, October 3rd, 7 p.m. in the chapel to renew our commitment; before 
the Transitus.  Also, don’t forget ~ Saturday, September 30th, is our day of 
recollection with Brother Isaiah from 10 to 4 in the chapel.  

Let us keep each other in prayer!  Pax et bonum, Sue  

  

 
 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
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  Sue Bedard, OFS 

   682-267-1755 
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MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
 

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. According to an account by fifteenth-century Dominican, Alan de la 

Roch, Mary appeared to St. Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying and doing severe penances because of his lack of 

success in combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his valiant fight against the heretics and then gave him 

the Rosary as a mighty weapon, explained its uses and efficacy, and told him to preach it to others. 

"Since the prayers of the Rosary come from such excellent sources — from Our Lord Himself, from inspired Scripture, 

and from the Church — it is not surprising that the Rosary is so dear to our Blessed Mother and so powerful with heaven. 

"If we consider the power of the Rosary as seen in its effects, 

we find a great abundance of proofs of its wonderful value. Many 

are the favors granted to private individuals through its devout 

recitation: there are few devoted users of the Rosary who cannot 

testify to experiencing its power in their own lives. If we turn to 

history, we see many great triumphs of the Rosary. Early tradition 

attributes the defeat of the Albigensians at the Battle of Muret in 

1213 to the Rosary. But even those who do not accept this 

tradition will admit that St. Pius V attributed the great defeat of the 

Turkish fleet on the first Sunday of October, 1571, to the fact that 

at the same time the Rosary confraternities at Rome and 

elsewhere were holding their processions. Accordingly, he ordered 

a commemoration of the Rosary to be made on that day. Two 

years later, Gregory XIII allowed the celebration of a feast of the 

Rosary in churches having an altar dedicated to the Rosary. In 

1671, Clement X extended the feast to all Spain. A second great 

victory over the Turks, who once, like the Russians, threatened the 

ruin of Christian civilization, occurred on August 5, 1716, when Prince Eugene defeated them at Peterwardein in Hungary. 

Thereupon Clement XI extended the feast of the Rosary to the whole Church. 

"Today, when dangers far greater than those of the ancient Turks threaten not only Christianity but all civilization, we are 

urged by our Blessed Mother to turn again to the Rosary for help. If men in sufficient numbers do this, and at the same time 

carry out the other conditions that she has laid down, we have the greater reason for confidence that we will be delivered 

from our dangers." 

 

 -- Mary in our Life by Fr. William G. Most 

 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm   

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
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  FOCUS FOR THE MONTH – THE TRANSITUS 
 
Reflecting on Death with Francis of Assisi 
 
Around the world at this time of year, we Franciscans celebrate the 
Feast of Saint Francis (October 4). One part of our annual 
observance is a service on the evening of October 3rd, known as the 
“Transitus,” or “passing” of St. Francis. It’s a simple time of 
storytelling and prayers that recall how, at the moment of his death, 
Francis called out “Welcome, Sister Death!” 

The death of St. Francis gives us all a model to follow in reflecting on 
death—our own, and that of loved ones. This past June 2010, 
Franciscan scholars gathered for a forum at Denver’s Regis 
University, on the topic of “Bereavement and Rituals of Mourning.” 
We’re borrowing from their theme for one of this 
month’s ACR programs to explore how St. Francis of Assisi’s 
approach to death can help us. 

One version of Francis’ passing, which we read from frequently at 
the annual “Transitus,” was written by Francis’ first biographer, 
Thomas of Celano. He tells us that Francis, when he knew he was 
dying, “exhorted death—terrible and hateful to all—to praise God.” 

I’ve always thought that phrase captured eloquently how most of us 
feel about death: It is “terrible and hateful.” Death ends—in one way 
at least—our day-to-day relationships. Having lost my mother just a 
year ago, I’ve experienced this many times in these past months. It’s 
truly “terrible and hateful” not to be able to visit with my mom, enjoy 
watching the ballgame on TV with her, sharing a meal, taking her out 
for a drive to enjoy nature, just talking. I still miss her very much. 

But at the same time, with St. Francis, I strive to praise God that my 
mother’s death was her passage to a new life with God. Her long 
sufferings are ended, I trust, in the joy of knowing God’s love fully. I 
have to thank my spiritual father, St. Francis, for the gift of a different 
way of looking at death—“Sister Death,” he called her—and finding a 
way to praise God as we welcome her. 

Reflection on death is just one part of being a Christian, baptized into 
Jesus’ Resurrection. And, such reflections are also part of our 
ministry at Franciscan Media. We hope your spiritual journey will find 
support here as well! 

Post by Judy Zarick 

 Excerpt https://www.franciscanmedia.org/reflecting-on-death-with-francis-of-assisi/   

Franciscan Connections 

 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/ 

 

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

 

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.org/ 

 

FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFSrule.html 

 

GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/GC2000.doc 

 

NAFRA STATUTES 

https://www.nafra-

sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_0

7_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf 

 

NAFRA GUIDELINES 

https://www.nafra-

sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/ 

 

TAU – USA (SPRING 2017) 

http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-

usa/articles/summer17/Issue_Num_92_s

um_17.pdf   

 

VOX – INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER 

www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/

VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_

-_Spring_2017.pdf  

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/reflecting-on-death-with-francis-of-assisi/
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/
http://lostrescompaneros.org/
http://www.ciofs.org/
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFSrule.html
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/GC2000.doc
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/articles/summer17/Issue_Num_92_sum_17.pdf
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/articles/summer17/Issue_Num_92_sum_17.pdf
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/articles/summer17/Issue_Num_92_sum_17.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_-_Spring_2017.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_-_Spring_2017.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN_Vox_Franciscana_2_-_Spring_2017.pdf
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Franciscan Calendar – October – Holy Rosary 
01. Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
02. Feast of the Guardian Angels 
03. Saint Theodora Guérin 
Transitus of St Francis – 7 pm Chapel 
04. Saint Francis of Assisi 
05. Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska 
06. Saint Bruno 
07. Our Lady of the Rosary 
08. Saint John Leonardi 
Professions – Chapel – 10 am Mass 
Council Meeting (after professions) 
09. Saint Denis and Companions 
10. Saint Francis Borgia 
11. Saint John XXIII 
12. Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos 
13. Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher // 100th Anniversary of Fatima 
14. Saint Callistus I 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 
15. Saint Teresa of Avila 
16. Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 
17. Saint Ignatius of Antioch3 
18. Saint Luke 
19. Saints Isaac Jogues, Jean de Brébeuf, and Companions 
20. Saint Paul of the Cross 
21. Saint Hilarion 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 
22. Saint John Paul II 
23. Saint John of Capistrano 
24. Saint Anthony Mary Claret 
25. Saint Antônio de Sant’Anna Galvão 
26. Saint Peter of Alcantara 
27. Blessed Bartholomew of Vicenza 
28. Saints Simon and Jude 
29. Saint Narcissus of Jerusalem 
30. Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez 
31. Saint Wolfgang of Regensburg 
 

Most High, Glorious God, enlighten the darkness in our minds. 
Give us a right faith, a firm hope and a perfect charity,  

so that we may always and in all things act according to Your Holy Will. 
Amen - St. Francis 

 
 

INQUIRERS  

The Inquirers first formation class will 

be Sat October 14, at 10 AM in the 

dining room.  We will be starting with 

Chapter 4 (page 35) in Franciscan 

Journey. 
 
CANDIDATES 
The Candidates next formation class 
will be Sat October 21, at 10 AM in the 
dining room.  We will be reviewing 
Chapter 17, page 188, The Mother of 
God-and our Mother in the Franciscan 
Journey. 
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PRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 

all of our fraternity 

members in your  

prayers; for all those 

that are sick; for all 

those are in need;  

for all those that are 

traveling for a safe 

journey there and  

back; for all those that 

may be conversing with 

Sister Death; for all 

those that are dealing 

with crisis and suffering 

in their lives; for all of 

the intentions we hold 

deep within our hearts; 

for all our loved ones 

and for all the souls in 

purgatory; for our 

communities; country 

and our world – may we 

add these to our prayers 

throughout the month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

The Mysteries of the Rosary 
Until about the 15th century  

hundreds of mysteries  
were part of the Rosary  

devotion then the  
15 mysteries that  

we know today were  
definitively fixed as  

"the Mysteries of the Rosary."  
Pope John Paul II,  

in his encyclical, 
Rosarium Virginis Mariae,  

in 2002 added the five  
Luminous Mysteries. 

Through the meditations  
of the complete Rosary  

one recalls and has  
impressed on his mind,  

the Popes tell us,  
"the chief mysteries  

of the Christian religion,"  
"the mysteries of our  

Redemption," "the great  
mysteries of Jesus  

and His Mother united in joys, 
sorrows, and triumphs."  

The twenty mysteries are divided  
into four equal groups,  
known as "The Joyful,"  

"The Sorrowful,"  
"The Glorious," and  

"The Luminous Mysteries." 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
If you have a special prayer 

intention or would like 

prayers for sickness or 

otherwise included in our 

newsletter, please email us 

at st.clare.ofs@gmail.com 
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Message of Fatima - Excerpt: https://www.ewtn.com/fatima/message.asp 

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of October 2017 

Universal: That journalists, in carrying out their work, may always be motivated by respect for truth 
and a strong sense of ethics.  

 
THE ROSARY AND THE LITURGICAL YEAR 
 
The Rosary had its origin in the liturgical mentality of former ages. Even at the 
present time it is called "Mary's Psalter." There still are Catholics who consider the 
150 Hail Marys a substitute for the 150 psalms for those persons who neither have 
the time, the education, nor the opportunity to pray the Hours of the Divine Office. 
Thus "Mary's Psalter" is a shortened, simplified "breviary" — alongside the common 
Hour-prayer of the Church. — The Church's Year of Grace, Dr. Pius Parsch 
 
The Rosary is Christocentric setting forth the entire life of Jesus Christ, the passion, 
death, resurrection and glory. Of course, the Rosary honors and contemplates Mary 
too, and rightly so, for the same reason that the Liturgical Year does likewise: 
"Because of the mission she received from God, her life is most closely linked with 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ, and there is no one who has followed in the footsteps 
of the Incarnate Word more closely and with more 
merit than she"142 (Mediator Dei). Meditation on 
this cycle of Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and 

Luminous Mysteries makes the Rosary not only "a breviary or summary of the Gospel 
and of Christian life,"(Ingravescentibus malis) but also a compendium of the Liturgical 
Year. Therewith the Rosary stands revealed as a dynamic teacher and nurturer of 
Christian faith, morality, and spiritual perfection, fostering in various ways faith, hope, 
charity, and the other virtues, and mediating special graces, all to the end that we may 
become more and more like unto Christ. — Mariology, Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M. 

Excerpt: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm   

MESSAGE OF FATIMA – 100th ANNIVERSARY 
 
The most important dimension of the Fátima event was not the supernatural and 
preternatural phenomena but the content and the meaning of the message 
communicated to the children. By following this message their spiritual lives were 
elevated to the heights of sanctity, to which the beatification of Jacinta and Francisco 
testifies, and the hope and possibility of the conversion of the world from its ruinous 
course was offered to mankind. 
 
This message can be seen as comprising two essential elements, to which all others can 
be related in some way. The first of these elements is the singular role of the Immaculate 
One in the economy of salvation, a dogmatic fact. God does not have whims, and so the 
request of the Almighty that devotion to the Immaculate Heart be established in the world 
must be founded on reality and presumes that such devotion is justly given to the Mother 
of God. 

The second of these elements involves the practical order, the value of devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart for the individual life and for the future of the human race. To this 
element are connected the various spiritual practices encouraged by the Angel and by the 
Lady, as well as the prophetic content of the message, upon which the fate of the world 
depends. Without the first element, the dogmatic, the practical dimension of the message 
of Fátima would be entirely arbitrary.  

https://www.ewtn.com/fatima/message.asp
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
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