
 
 
 
 

  
 

APRIL 2018 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 

 

 

WELCOME NEW CANDIDATES – MARCH 11, 2018 
Welcoming our newest candidates Maureen Milson, Maureen Fuller, Carol Kautz,  

Jean & Joe Snelus, John & Rene Roberts, Ramsie Martin, and Mary Jo Pugh. 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
“While you are proclaiming peace with your lips,  
be careful to have it even more in your heart.” 

-  St. Francis of Assisi 

Happy Easter everybody! May you enjoy the peace and beauty of the 
season. 

Joy and peace - what a great gift it is. May we all cultivate this in our 
hearts. We then will be able to share this with others without saying a 
word; some may wonder and ask the question of what makes us so 
peaceful. Let’s spend our days in the joy of Our Lord!  

As a reminder - our meeting will be on Saturday, April 7th, 1 p.m. in 
the chapel. You do not need to bring your Christian Prayer Books with you 
this month. At this meeting we will be welcoming our Pastoral and 
Fraternal visitors. Feel free to bring goodies if you are able to.  

Let’s keep each other in prayer.   Pax et bonum, Sue  

  

 
 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
  Crowley, TX 76036 

http://www.stclareofs.com 
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
 

Minister: 
  Sue Bedard, OFS 

   682-267-1755 
sjbcorner1@aol.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

Vacant   
 

Vice Minister: 
Carmine Esposito, OFS 

   817-455-5077 (cell) 
cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Rex Watkins, OFS 
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Formation Director: 
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http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com


THE CLARION  APRIL  2018 
  

 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Wisdom  
Understanding  

Counsel  
Fortitude  

Knowledge  
Piety  

Fear of the Lord 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,  

that my thoughts may all be holy. 

Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. 

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. 

Amen.  

(St. Augustine) 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit        

Charity     Generosity  

Joy      Gentleness 

Peace     Faithfulness 

Patience     Modesty 

Kindness     Self-Control 

Goodness     Chastity 
  

 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

 The month of April (Overview - Calendar) is dedicated to the 

Holy Spirit. To believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess that the Holy 

Spirit is one of the persons of the Holy Trinity, consubstantial with 

the Father and the Son: "with the Father and the Son he is 

worshipped and glorified." (Catechism of the Catholic Church) 

The Holy Spirit is the Person of Love in the life of God. He is 

also like a breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from which we 

draw the breath of life. 

On the day of Pentecost the Divine Spirit communicated such 

an abundance of life to the whole Church that to symbolize it 

"there came a sound from heaven, as of a violent wind coming, 

and it filled the whole house where they (the Apostles) were 

sitting." 

But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has come, for the group in the Cenacle represented the whole 

Church. The Holy Spirit came to remain with the Church forever. This is the promise of Jesus Himself. He 

dwells in the Church permanently and unfailingly, performing in it without ceasing His action of life-giving 

and sanctification. He establishes the Church infallibly in the truth. It is He Who makes the Church blossom 

forth with a marvelous supernatural fruitfulness, for He brings to life and full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, and 

Confessors those heroic virtues which are one of the marks of true sanctity. 

 

(The Mysteries of the Rosary, Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B.) 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/04_1.cfm  

    

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/04_1.cfm
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The Proper Name of the Holy Spirit 

"Holy Spirit" is the proper name of the one whom we adore and glorify with the Father and the 
Son. The Church has received this name from the Lord and professes it in the Baptism of her 
new children. 

The term "Spirit" translates the Hebrew word ruah, which in its primary sense, means breath, 
air, wind. Jesus indeed uses the sensory 
image of the wind to suggest to Nicodemus 
the transcendent newness of him who is 
personally God's breath, the divine Spirit. 
On the other hand, "Spirit" and "Holy" are 
divine attributes common to the three 
divine persons. By joining the two terms, 
Scripture, liturgy, and theological language 
designate the inexpressible person of the 
Holy Spirit, without any possible 
equivocation with other uses of the terms 
"spirit" and "holy." 

Titles of the Holy Spirit  

When he proclaims and promises the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, Jesus calls him 
the "Paraclete," literally, "he who is called 
to one's side," ad-vocatus. "Paraclete" is 
commonly translated by "consoler," and 
Jesus is the first consoler. The Lord also 
called the Holy Spirit "the Spirit of truth." 

Besides the proper name of "Holy Spirit," 
which is most frequently used in the Acts of the Apostles and in the Epistles, we also find in St. 
Paul the titles: the Spirit of the promise, the Spirit of adoption, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of 
the Lord, and the Spirit of God — and, in St. Peter, the Spirit of glory. 

Excerpted from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/04_1.cfm    
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FOCUS FOR THE MONTH 
The Holy Spirit and Our Spiritual Life 

 

Everything depends on the Holy Spirit's operation in us. The more 
fully we allow ourselves to be drawn and guided by the Holy Spirit, 
the closer we shall come to Jesus and His mysteries and graces. 
The Holy Spirit must draw us to every good thought, word and deed.  
 
Every act of faith, of hope and of love for God requires the 
inspiration and help of the Holy Spirit. If our virtues and our deeds 
are to be truly perfect and worthy of God, they need the special and 
continual touch of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Even though we are endowed with all the supernatural virtues, we 
still remain mere apprentices in the spiritual life. We know what we 
must do; and yet lack the virtue and the faculty to perform these 
things with ease. The Holy Spirit must guide us. He must seize our 
intellect and our wills and guide us in prayer, in work, in the 
decisions we have to make, and in the difficulties we encounter 
every day. He must share with us His manner of seeing, of loving, of 
thinking, and of working. 

Our works and our conduct will be perfect only when the Holy Spirit 
has taken complete possession of us. Therefore, in addition to the 
supernatural virtues of faith, hope, charity, justice, fortitude, 
temperance and wisdom, He gives us also His seven gifts. Thus He 
equips the tiny boat of our soul with sails upon which He Himself, 
the Spirit of God, blows.  
 
Our progress across the sea of life is then no longer slow and 
painful. We are propelled and guided by the Spirit. If the Spirit of 
God breathes upon the sails of our boat, then our journey will be a 
happy one. Then through the work and the help of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in our soul, we shall come to the Father. 

Excerpted from the The Light of the World by Benedict Baur, O.S.B. 

EXCERPTS FROM  

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/04_1.cfm 

Franciscan Connections 

 
NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/ 

 

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

 

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.org/ 

 

FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/OFSrule.html 

 

GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/GC2000.doc 

 

NAFRA STATUTES 

https://www.nafra-

sfo.org/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_0

7_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf 

 

NAFRA GUIDELINES 

https://www.nafra-

sfo.org/NationalOFSGuidelines/ 

 

TAU – USA (WINTER 2016) 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-

usa/articles/winter16/Issue_Num_90_wi

n_16.pdf  

 

ALL THINGS FRANCISCAN 

http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Religion_

and_Spirituality/Christianity/People/Sain

ts/F/Saint_Francis_of_Assisi/ 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
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Franciscan Calendar – April – Month of the Holy Spirit 
01. Easter Sunday 

      Saint Hugh of Grenoble 
02. Saint Francis of Paola 
03. Saint Benedict the African  
04. Saint Isidore of Seville  
05. Saint Vincent Ferrer 
06. Saint Crescentia Hoess  
07. Saint John Baptist de la Salle 
Visitation – Chapel @ 1 pm 

08. Divine Mercy Sunday 

      Saint Julie Billiart 
09. Saint Casilda 
10. Saint Magdalen of Canossa  
11. Saint Stanislaus 
12. Saint Teresa of Los Andes 
13. Saint Martin I 
14. Blessed Peter Gonzalez 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 
15. Blessed Caesar de Bus 
16. Saint Bernadette Soubirous 
17. Saint Benedict Joseph Labre  
18. Blessed James Oldo  
19. Saint Gianna Beretta Molla  
20. Saint Conrad of Parham 
21. Saint Anselm 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am  
22. Saint Adalbert of Prague  
23. Saint George 
24. Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen 
25. Saint Mark 
26. Saint Pedro de San José Betancur  
27. Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort  
28. Saint Peter Chanel 
29. Saint Catherine of Siena 
30. Saint Pius V 
 
 
 

 
 

CANDIDATES (GRP #1) 

The Candidates next formation class will 

be Sat April 21, at 10 AM in the dining 

room. The lesson is The Gift of Work 

starting on page 258.   
 

NEW CANDIDATES (GRP #2) 

 The Candidates next formation class will 

be Sat April 14, at 10 AM in the dining 

room.  The lesson is Candidacy in the 

OFS starting on page 111. 

 

PROFESSION ANNIVERSARIES 
Susan Bedard    4/20 

Carmine Esposito    4/03 

Lucy Esposito    4/03 

Bob Evart    4/03 

Eleanor Markovich   4/14 

Craig McAlister    4/03 

Gail McAlister    4/03 

Vince Staszak    4/14 

Betty Tighe    4/14 
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PRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 
all of our fraternity 
members in your  
prayers; for all those that 
are sick; for all those are in 
need; for all those that are 
traveling for a safe journey 
there and back; for all those 
that may be conversing with 
Sister Death; for all those 
that are dealing with crisis 
and suffering in their lives; 
for all of the intentions we 
hold deep within our 
hearts; for all our loved 
ones and for all the souls in 
purgatory; for our 
communities; country and 
our world – may we add 
these to our prayers 
throughout the month. 
 

The Holy Father's 
Intentions for the 
Month of April 2018 
 
For Those who have 
Responsibility in Economic 
Matters  
That economists may have 
the courage to reject any 
economy of exclusion and 
know how to open new 
paths. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

FR BOB LEONHARDT, OFM 

EMBRACED SISTER DEATH ON  

FEBRUARY 18, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TIME OF NEW LIFE 
 
April boasts the most solemn 
and sublime event of human 
history: the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ – the Paschal 
mystery. Though the way to the 
Resurrection was the Via Crucis, 
the Sacrificial Lamb of God is 
now and forever Christ our 
Light, the Eternal high priest of 
the New Covenant. And his 
sorrowful mother, the Stabat 
Mater of Good Friday, is now 
the jubilant Mother of the 
Regina Caeli. 
 
We the members of Christ’s 
Mystical Body exalt in the 
mystery by which we were 
redeemed. If in Baptism we 
were buried with Christ, so also 
will we share in his 
resurrection. By his death we 
were reborn; “by his stripes we 
were healed.” (Is 53:5) Easter, 
the epicenter of time, is the 
event that links time and 
eternity. It is indeed “the day 
the Lord has made; let us be 
glad and rejoice in it.” (Ps 
118:24) 
 
Excerpt: 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/l
iturgicalyear/overviews/months/04.cfm  
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