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MINISTER’S 
MESSAGE 

 
The Franciscan family, as one among 
many spiritual families raised up by the 
Holy Spirit in the Church, unites all 
members of the people of God – laity, 
religious, and priests – who recognize that 
they are called to follow Christ in the 
footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
In various ways and forms but in life-giving 
union with each other, they intend to 
make present the charism of their common 
Seraphic Father in the life and mission of 
the Church.  -  (The Rule of the Secular 
Franciscan Order – Rule #1) 

 
 

I am truly honored and humbled to 
assume the responsibility of Minister of 
our Fraternity.   
 
Following Sue is no easy task and I can 
only trust in the Holy Spirit to be a faithful 
servant in this new role.  Fortunately, with 
Bob Evart as Vice Minister, Bob Frank as 
Treasurer, Chuck Brewer as Formation 
Director and Rex Watkins as Secretary, we 
have a strong Council Team to help 
continue to guide our Fraternity going 
forward.   
 
Additionally, we have many gifted and 
talented professed members as well as 
candidates in our Fraternity.   

  
As it states in Rule 1, “we are called to 
follow Christ in the footsteps of St. 
Francis of Assisi” and “…in life-giving 
union with each other…make present 
the charism of St. Francis in the life and 
mission of the Church”.  We can live 
Rule 1 by recognizing and utilizing our 
talents to serve Our Lord. 
 
I would like to ask each of you to 
acknowledge the God-given talents you 
have received and consider how you 
can best put them to use in our 
Fraternity.  By doing so, we will “unite 
all members of the people of God” and 
by doing so, truly become the 
“Franciscan family” we are intended to 
be. 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT FRATERNITY MEETING 
AUGUST 12 @ 2 PM IN THE CHAPEL 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING A SNACK 
IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE 

COME ANYWAY AS THERE IS 
ALWAYS PLENTY 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
  Crowley, TX 76036 

http://www.stclareofs.com 
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
 

Minister: 
Carmine Esposito, OFS 

   817-455-5077 (cell) 
cesposito1802@gmail.com  

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

 Fr. Joe Janiszeski, TOR 
frjoe@standrewcc.org 

 
Vice Minister: 
Bob Evart, OFS 

   817-578-1808 (cell) 
rjevart@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Rex Watkins, OFS 
817-249-0101 

xraykinswat@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Bob Frank, OFS 
 817-980-5282 

Bob.Frank.ofs@gmail.com 
 

Formation Director: 
Chuck Brewer, OFS 

   682-304-2272 
chuckbofs@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
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MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 
        Who loves a celebration? Catholics do! We celebrate saints and baptisms, weddings and holy days. We have devotions and 
special prayers, blessings for food and houses and cars. And in that spirit, the Church sets aside a special devotion for each 
month. In August, we celebrate the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
 
For a non-Catholic, seeing a depiction of the Blessed Mother’s Immaculate Heart 
can be a little … overwhelming. Her heart is on fire with love for God, yet 
pierced by a sword in sorrow for the suffering Her Son endures for our sins. 
 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold this child is destined 
for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted, 
and you yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.” 
 
In 1830, the nation of France had been torn asunder by the Revolution. A young 
woman who’d joined the Daughters of Charity, Catherine Laboure, prayed 
fervently for her beautiful country. France had once been a Catholic nation, but 
the Revolution had destroyed not only churches, but faith for so many. Despite 
the fact that Catherine was a novice (a sister who has not yet taken permanent 
vows), Christ had plans for her. 
 
Mary appeared to St. Catherine Labouré standing on a globe, rays of light 
streaming from her fingers, enframed in an oval frame inscribed with the words, 
“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.” The 
whole vision “turned” showing the back of the oval inscribed with the letter “M” 
entwined with a Cross, and the hearts of Jesus and Mary, the former surrounded with thorns, the latter pierced with a sword. 
12 stars circled this oval frame. Mary told her to strike a medal in this form — a medal now known as the “Miraculous Medal” 
— and that all who wore it properly after having it blessed would receive graces. The wearing of the Miraculous Medal has 
become one of the most common devotions to the Immaculate Heart. 
 
Devotion to the Immaculate Heart became even more popularized after Mary’s appearing to the three young shepherd children 
at Fatima, Portugal in 1917 (before the Russian Revolution), when she asked that Russia be consecrated to her Immaculate 
Heart to prevent the spread of “the errors of Russia.” Eight years later, in 1925, Mary appeared to one of the visionaries — 
Lucia, who’d since become a nun — and requested reparations for the various ways in which her Immaculate Heart was 
offended — such as attacks against her Immaculate Conception, virginity and divine maternity, and for those who teach their 
children contempt of Mary or who insult her by desecrating her images. 
 
Such devotions may seem quaint and old-fashioned in a world of social media, celebrity “worship,” consumerism and 
materialism. But faith never goes out of style. The message that Mary has had for the world has always been the same: “Do 
whatever He [Jesus] tells you.” The heart of a mother is always full of love for her child. Her heart aches when her child is 
hurting. Her heart is a tender garden of love for her child. And since we are – by virtue of our baptisms – daughters and sons of 
God, then the Mother of God is our dear mother as well. Despite our busy lives, we need Mary’s direction towards Her Son now 
more than ever. 
 
August can be filled with hazy, hot days, squeezing in the last bits of summer before we must think of schedules and school 
clothes, backpacks and bus stops. It can also give us a few more long evenings during which we can turn to Mary and her 
Immaculate Heart and draw nearer to her Son through her great love for Him, and for us. 
 
EXCERPT FROM  https://diocesan.com/august-month-immaculate-heart-mary/    
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Consecration to the Immaculate Heart 

Pope Paul VI, on the floor of the Vatican Council at the close of the third session, 
renewed publicly the consecration of the Church and the world to Mary's Immaculate 
Heart. He said that his thoughts turned to the whole world "which our venerated 
predecessor Pius XII . . . not without inspiration from on high, solemnly consecrated 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. . . . O Virgin Mary, Mother of the Council, to you we 
recommend the entire Church." When he visited Fatima on May 13, 1967, the same 
Pope recalled this "consecration which we ourselves have renewed on November 21, 
1964 — we exhort all the sons of the Church to renew personally their consecration 
to the Immaculate Heart of the Mother of the Church and to bring alive this most 
noble act of veneration through a life ever more in accord with the divine will and in a 
spirit of filial service and of devout imitation of their heavenly Queen." 

Before making a consecration it is most desirable to make a careful preparation 
extending over some period of time. One good way to make that preparation is 
described in the last part of St. Louis de Montfort's True Devotion book. 

The most essential thing is not making an act of consecration, with or without some solemnity, though that is important. 
The essential thing is to live that consecration. 

Living a consecration could be described as following three attitudes or spirits: 

 Union — Imitation of Jesus and Mary, so as to become like them, and trying to develop 
as constant as possible a realization of His and her presence. 

 Dependence — Give to Jesus and Mary the right to dispose of everything we have, 
temporal and spiritual. 

 Obedience — Jesus and Mary have the right to ask us to do anything at all, even without 
reward. In consecration, we recognize that right, give it on a basis of love, and plan to carry it 
out with fullest generosity. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe liked to speak of the relation of consecration to our baptismal promises, 
in which we promised to renounce satan and all his works, and to follow Jesus, by whom we are "sealed" in baptism as His 
property. Consecration is the fullest kind of response to and carrying out of these promises. Mary, in view of her 
Immaculate Conception, was most fitted to respond most fully, and that she did, with a fullness and perfection beyond 
our ability to visualize — for we recall that Pius IX told us that even at the start of her existence, her holiness was so great 
that "none greater under God can be thought of, and no one but God can comprehend it." 

Excerpted from Our Father's Plan, Fr. William G. Most 

EXCERPT FROM: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/08_1.cfm  

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/08_1.cfm
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Saint Clare of Assisi (July 16, 1194 – August 11, 1253) 
 
Post by Fr. Don Miller, OFM 

Saint Clare of Assisi’s Story 
One of the more sugary movies made about Francis of Assisi 

pictures Clare as a golden-haired beauty floating through sun-
drenched fields, a sort of one-woman counterpart to the new 
Franciscan Order. 
      The beginning of her religious life was indeed movie material. 
Having refused to marry at 15, Clare was moved by the dynamic 
preaching of Francis. He became her lifelong friend and spiritual 
guide. 
      At 18, Clare escaped from her father’s home one night, was met 
on the road by friars carrying torches, and in the poor little chapel 
called the Portiuncula received a rough woolen habit, exchanged her 
jeweled belt for a common rope with knots in it, and sacrificed her 
long tresses to Francis’ scissors. He placed her in a Benedictine convent, which her father and uncles immediately stormed in rage. 
Clare clung to the altar of the church, threw aside her veil to show her cropped hair, and remained adamant. 
       Sixteen days later her sister Agnes joined her. Others came. They lived a simple life of great poverty, austerity, and complete 
seclusion from the world, according to a Rule which Francis gave them as a Second Order. At age 21, Francis obliged Clare under 
obedience to accept the office of abbess, one she exercised until her death. 
       The Poor Ladies went barefoot, slept on the ground, ate no meat, and observed almost complete silence. Later Clare, like Francis, 
persuaded her sisters to moderate this rigor: “Our bodies are not made of brass.” The greatest emphasis, of course, was on gospel 
poverty. They possessed no property, even in common, subsisting on daily contributions. When even the pope tried to persuade Clare 
to mitigate this practice, she showed her characteristic firmness: “I need to be absolved from my sins, but I do not wish to be absolved 
from the obligation of following Jesus Christ.” 
       Contemporary accounts glow with admiration of Clare’s life in the convent of San Damiano in Assisi. She served the sick and 
washed the feet of the begging nuns. She came from prayer, it was said, with her face so shining it dazzled those about her. She 
suffered serious illness for the last 27 years of her life. Her influence was such that popes, cardinals, and bishops often came to consult 
her—Clare herself never left the walls of San Damiano. 
       Francis always remained her great friend and inspiration. Clare was always obedient to his will and to the great ideal of gospel life 
which he was making real. 
       A well-known story concerns her prayer and trust. Clare had the Blessed Sacrament placed on the walls of the convent when it 
faced attack by invading Saracens. “Does it please you, O God, to deliver into the hands of these beasts the defenseless children I have 
nourished with your love? I beseech you, dear Lord, protect these whom I am now unable to protect.” To her sisters she said, “Don’t 
be afraid. Trust in Jesus.” The Saracens fled. 

Reflection 
The 41 years of Clare’s religious life are scenarios of sanctity: an indomitable resolve to lead the simple, literal gospel life as Francis 

taught her; courageous resistance to the ever-present pressure to dilute the ideal; a passion for poverty and humility; an ardent life of 
prayer; and a generous concern for her sisters. 

Saint Clare is the Patron Saint of:  Eye disorders;  Television    /      Saint of the Day – August 11th 

 Excerpted from Franciscan Media  https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-clare-of-assisi/   

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/author/don-miller/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-clare-of-assisi/
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FOCUS FOR THE MONTH  
 

The Simple Humility of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

The virtue of humility is the most difficult to recognize, because its 
manifestation is found more in what is absent than what is present. 
 
This riddle of humility is what makes it difficult to practice. And for this 
reason, we should beseech the Mother of God, for grace and light to be 
humble.  For this is a work we can accomplish, if God first grants us the 
grace to be such. 
 
And, as in all virtues for common Christian life, we find a most wonderful 
example in the Blessed Virgin, our Heavenly Mother! 
 
It is often said how exalted Our Blessed Mother was and is; or how many 
great things She accomplished, and how we should imitate Her in this, by 
being generous and noble-hearted.  Indeed, this week, on the Feast of Her 
Incoronation in Heaven, we might be tempted to admire Her for having 
achieved so much, as if She exemplified the virtues of the career woman of 
today. 
 
However, such a consideration is gravely lacking in one consideration.  That 
Our Lady never took the initiative when grace had not first suggested the 
work. In fact, if you consider Our Lady’s life, you can find absolutely nothing, 
which She did without God’s grace leading.   And this fundamental 
spirituality of the Blessed Virgin is evident in Her own self-recognition as the 
“handmaid of the Lord.” 
 
A handmaid is a servant who waits upon the beck an call of her Lord; doing 
only what He asks, and remaining in waiting for His next command. 
 
This is the greatest humility of a servant of God; to serve God, rather than 
using the service of God to promote oneself and one’s own interests. 
 
Oh how many priests and religious and laymen and woman have 
undertaken great apostolates, for the sake of vanity.  Some even deceiving 
themselves that, so long as good works were being done, God was 
pleased. 
 
This is simply not true.  It is true, that good works in helping others to 
please, know, love and serve God better, do please God in themselves, that 
is considered as actions.  But it is not true that a good work done for 
vainglory or out of presumption, is in the person doing it, something 
pleasing to God.  It may even be hateful. 
 
 
(CONTINUED ON PAGES 8 & 9) 
 

Franciscan Connections 

 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

 

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

 

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.org/ 

 

FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-of-

the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

 

GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-

constitutions-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-

2000/ 

 

NAFRA STATUTES 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statu

tes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf 

 

NAFRA JUSTICE, PEACE &  

INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/jpic/ 

 

TAU – USA (SPRING 2018) 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Tau_USA_094_spr_18.pdf 

 

VOX FRANCISCANA (WINTER 2017/2018) 

http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/

VoxFranciscana/EN-Vox-Franciscana-Winter-

2017-2018.pdf  

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/
http://www.ciofs.org/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/jpic/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_094_spr_18.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_094_spr_18.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN-Vox-Franciscana-Winter-2017-2018.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN-Vox-Franciscana-Winter-2017-2018.pdf
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Circ_PDF/VoxFranciscana/EN-Vox-Franciscana-Winter-2017-2018.pdf
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Franciscan Calendar – August – Month of the Immaculate Heart  
01. Saint Alphonsus Liguori 
02. Saint Eusebius of Vercelli 
03. Saint Peter Julian Eymard 

04. Saint John Vianney 
05. Dedication of Saint Mary Major Basilica 

06. Transfiguration of the Lord 

07. Saint Cajetan 

08. Saint Dominic 

09. Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

10. Saint Lawrence 

11. Saint Clare of Assisi 

Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 
12. Saint Jane Frances de Chantal 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 

13. Saints Pontian and Hippolytus 

14 Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe 

15. Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary 

16. Saint Stephen of Hungary 
17. Saint Joan of the Cross 

18. Saint Louis of Toulouse 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room @ 10 am 

19. Saint John Eudes 

20. Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 

21. Saint Pius X 

22. Queenship of Mary 

23. Saint Rose of Lima 

24. Saint Bartholomew 

25. Saint Louis of France 

26. Saint Joseph Calasanz 

27. Saint Monica 

28. Saint Augustine of Hippo 

29. Martyrdom of John the Baptist 

30. Saint Jeanne Jugan 
31. Saints Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 

 
 

 
 

CANDIDATES (GRP #2) 

The Candidates next formation class 

will be Sat August 11, at 10 AM in 

the dining room.  We will be 

reviewing chapter in the Franciscan 

Journey book -  Chapter 13 - 

Encounters with Christ - page 142. 

 

CANDIDATES (GRP #1) 

The Candidates next formation class 

will be Sat August 18, at 10 AM in 

the dining room.   We will be 

reviewing chapter in the Franciscan 

Journey book - Chapter 27 - Bearers 

of Peace – page 287. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
OCT 3RD – TRANSITUS 
 
NOV 3RD – RETREAT WITH 

     FR. LESTER BACH, OFM CAP 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-mary-major-basilica/
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The Admonitions of St. Francis  
Chapter VII. That good work should follow knowledge 

The Apostle says: "The letter kills, the spirit, however, vivifies" (2 Cor 3:6). · Those 
have died by the letter who desire to know only the words, 17 so as to be held as 
wiser among others and be able to acquire great riches to be given to relatives and 
friends. · And those religious have died by the letter, who do not want to follow the 
spirit of the Divine Letter, 18 but rather desire only to know words and to explain 
them to others. · And those have been vivified by the Divine Letter, who do not 
attribute every letter, which they know and desire to know, to the body, 19 but in 
word and example render them to the Most High Lord God, of whom is every good.  
Translated from the Critical Latin Edition, edited by Fr. Kajetan Esser, O.F.M. 

7. Good Works must follow Knowledge  
The Gospel comes before all precepts (2 Cel 216). How do you listen to God's Word?  
Is it received with gratitude and futility?  
Do you put more trust in reading or in study than in prayerful struggle with God'?  
Do you use what you know about Gospel life or religious life to judge others? 
 
Tau-Daily – July 7, 2018 - Kathleen White OFS <kdwofs@comcast.net>  

 

PRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 
all of our fraternity 
members in your  
prayers; for all those 
that are sick; for all 
those are in need; 
for all those that are 
traveling for a safe 
journey there and 
back; for all those 
that may be 
conversing with 
Sister Death; for all 
those that are 
dealing with crisis 
and suffering in their 
lives; for all of the 
intentions we hold 
deep within our 
hearts; for all our 
loved ones and for 
all the souls in 
purgatory; for our 
communities; 
country and our 
world – may we add 
these to our prayers 
throughout the 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 The Holy Father's 
Intentions for the 
Month of August 2018 
 

The Treasure of Families 

That any far-reaching 

decisions of economists 

and politicians may protect 

the family as one of the 

treasures of humanity. 
 

 

mailto:kdwofs@comcast.net
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The Simple Humility of the Blessed Virgin Mary (continued) 
This is the chief explanation for all the scandals in the Church; undertaken many times by priests or religious or laity, 
who began doing good works, and seemed to be holy; but were doing their own will.  Even a holy priest, religious, or 
layman, can often err in this regard, and fall from God’s grace. 
 
Oh! Let us beseech the Blessed Virgin to be spared from such a horrible 
temptation and fate!  So difficult to recognize! 
 
The great evil of pride and vainglory, when they undertake good works, is that 
the sinner finds himself unable to detach himself, and becomes a slave to 
pride and vainglory, in doing good works! How many priests, to whom God 
gave the grace to covert souls, lose their own souls, because they do this, not 
for God’s glory, but their own! How many religious, to whom God gave the 
grace of an austere and zealous vocation, lose their own souls, because they 
do this, not for God’s glory, but their own! How many laymen and women, to 
whom God gave the grace to be devout Catholics, lose their own souls, 
because all they did, or most of what they did, they did not for God’s glory, but 
their own! 
 
Yes, we can misuse God’s gifts, graces, virtues, charisms, even our own 
vocation, to damn ourselves in a way we cannot even recognize, without a 
special grace! 
 
How shall we be delivered by such a subtle and treacherous temptation? 
 
Let us contemplate the Blessed Virgin more, and let us consider Her virtue of 
Humility. 
 
Our Lady waited for the Lord.  She did not undertake good works which 
impinged upon the fundamental duty of the Christian life:  the observance of 
God’s commandments and the pursuit of virtue.  She had a delicate sense of Her own state, and recognized that if 
God did not take the first step by giving Her the grace to do a good work, or suggest it; it was humble to not presume 
that one should do it. 
 
Such a spirit protects the soul from attachments not only to good works, and seeming virtues, but to a self-
consideration, which is founded upon great pride, namely that “I am able to do a meritorious work, simply because I 
will it!” 
 
No, we are not able to do anything of the kind.  God’s graces and virtues and inspirations are gifts, we do not deserve 
them, let alone merit them by the mere fact that we have received other gifts.  Inspirations, especially, which are 
actual graces, we do not deserve, even if we have been faithful.  And if we have not been faithful, it is an even more 
horrible sin of presumption to believe that we do deserve them. 
 
None of this leads to the error of Quietism, which held that one should eschew all acts of virtue and charity, and 
merely seek to be passive before God. No, rather, we see in the example of Our Lady at the Annunciation, that when 
God sent His messenger, Our Lady responds, first with a question, second with humble submission, third with 
zealous charity in response to the knowledge divinely communicated, that her cousin was in need. 
 
Indeed, it is not presumption if God by His grace and angels should enlighten us to know the needs of others; nor is it 
presumption to help others, when their grave necessity is manifest readily to us. 
 



THE CLARION  AUGUST 2018 
 

 

The Simple Humility of the Blessed Virgin Mary (continued) 
But it is presumptuous to make of good works a sort of career, so that one seeks to be the “best” in such a good work, 
or “famous” in doing it, or to earn gainful employment thereby, as if good works are a sort of material for economic 
activity, or career building.  We are nothing, but God’s servants.  And as St. Francis reminds us, “One is in the sight of 
God that which he is, and nothing more!” 
 
We can detect this most subtle temptation to do good works for which we are not called, by the disturbance it causes 
in our soul; which disturbance promotes pride, vainglory, impatience with others, unjust anger, accusations, negative 
comparisons of others, criticisms, detraction, back biting, murmuring and calumnies. 
 
If we have some humility, we ought to fear such sins and vices; and protect ourselves by asking our neighbors and 
friends, if they think our good works are stained with such and the like, since others can see our faults better than we 
can.  For this reason we read of nothing in the life of the Blessed Virgin, which She did on her own initiative; but that 
everything was done by obedience to God, or to her human superiors; and when having fulfilled these, She took 
refuge immediately in solitude and prayer, to await God’s word regarding Her next service to be rendered. 
 
Let us strive to imitate Our Blessed Mother in this simple humility, which is easy to practice. And let us, each one, 
beseech Her to forgive all of us for our pride, vainglory and presumption in doing good works, God has not asked us 
to do.  At the same time let us take note that when we take the initiative and do not wait for God’s grace, we will very 
quickly be led to violate some virtue such as obedience, duty, or propriety; and that our works will have no lasting 
spiritual effect. 
 
For example, if we take the initiative to do some good work, without considering whether our present duties and state 
of life allow us to undertake it, without neglecting them, we will often find that the attraction of doing some good work 
leads us to neglect our fundamental duties. 
 
How often, for example, does one encounter a layman or lay woman, married, 
who is so engaged in good works outside of his or her home, that his or her 
children lack proper discipline, affection, and care? 
 
Or how often does one encounter a religious, who has become so famous in 
one apostolate, that the apostolate becomes a cult of personality, rather than a 
work for the Lord!   On the other hand, if God does inspire or suggest a good 
work, it will always past the “test”, as one recognized by these characteristics: 
 
1) Its suggestion is peaceful, and does not stir up our pride, vanity or 
presumption. 
2) Its accomplishment does not require us to omit the duties of our state in life. 
3) Its fulfillment will not put us in occasions of sins of impurity, or of some other 
dominant vice in to which sins we have habitually fallen. 
4) The good work when done will bring effects, of conversion to the wicked or 
ignorant, and sweetness and consolation of spirit to the faithful. 
5) Virtues will increase with the work done and by its merit God will lead us to 
other works profitable to Our Soul. 
 
Contrariwise, when peace, virtue, humility, and Christian concord and harmony 
are lost among God’s faithful, in doing a good work, we probably have done it on our own initiative, and not by God’s 
grace.   May Our Lady deliver us from such an evil, and teach us Her humility! 
 
Excerpt https://franciscanum.wordpress.com/2014/08/20/the-simple-humility-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/  

https://franciscanum.wordpress.com/2014/08/20/the-simple-humility-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/
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St Francis and The Portiuncula Indulgence (The Great Pardon) 
by Susan Tassone 
 
The Portiuncula (small portion) refers to the land in Assisi, Italy, that belonged to the Benedictines. On this land was 
an old church dedicated to the Virgin Mother of God but abandoned. 
 
The great St. Francis had great devotion to the Queen of the world and when he saw that the church was deserted, 
he began to live there constantly and repair it. He heard that 
the angels often visited it, so that it was called St. Mary of the 
Angels. 
 
The Benedictines wanted to give Francis the church but in 
order to remain faithful to lady Poverty, Francis rented it from 
them with the annual compensation of a basket of fish from 
the Tescio river. Here is where Francis began his service to 
Christ and His Church. 
 
Here Francis founded his Order, received Clare as his 
spiritual daughter, and where he died commending this spot 
above all others to the friars. 
 
St. Francis had great love and compassion for everyone. 
 
On a night in July, 1216, Francis was praying in the little 
church of the Portiuncula devoured by love for God and a 
thirst to save souls. He prayed for the forgiveness of sins of 
mankind. 
 
Suddenly a brilliant light shone all around. In great splendor 
Jesus and Mary appeared in the midst of a dazzling cloud 
surrounded by a multitude of radiant angels. 
 
Out of fear and reverence, St. Francis adored Our Lord 
prostrate upon the ground. 
 
Then Jesus said to him: Francis you are very zealous for the 
good of souls. Ask me what you want for their salvation. St. 
Francis was rapt in ecstasy before Jesus. 
 
When he regained his courage he said: "Lord, I a miserable 
sinner beg You to concede an indulgence to all those who 
enter this church, who are truly contrite and have confessed 
their sins. And I beg Blessed Mary, your Mother, intercessor 
of man, that she intercede on behalf of this grace." 
 
Our Lady at once began to beseech her Son on behalf of Francis. Jesus answered: 
"It is a very great thing that which you ask Me; but you are worthy of even greater things, Friar Francis, and greater 
things you will have. So I accept your request, but I want you to go to my Vicar, to whom I have given the power to 
bind and loose in Heaven and on earth, to ask him on my behalf for this indulgence." (ed. Note: Matthew 16: 19). 
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With one of his companions, Francis hastened to Pope Honorius III and prostrate implored him to proclaim that every 
one visiting the church and confessing their sins with a contrite heart would be as pure from all sin and punishments 
as he was immediately after baptism. The Pope granted this petition. This indulgence as been extended to all parish 
churches throughout the world. 
 
The date was set from vespers of the first of August until sundown on the second of August, the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Angels. It is said that St. Francis was given this day by Our Lord because the Feast of the Chains of St. Peter 
celebrated on August first is the day Peter was released from prison and his chains removed. 
 
The conditions to obtain the Plenary Indulgence of the Forgiveness of Assisi is (for oneself or for a departed soul) is 
as follows: 
 
The Portiuncula Indulgence is a grace not to be missed—not only for yourself 
but for the many suffering souls in Purgatory. 
 
… Sacramental Confession to be in God’s grace (during eight days before or 
after.) 
… Participation in the Holy Mass and Eucharist 
… Recitation of The Apostles Creed, Our Father and also a prayer for the 
Pope’s Intention (such as an Our Father, Hail Mary, etc.). 
 
Mark your calendar for the Feast of Our Lady of the Angels beginning at 
Vespers (Noon) on the First of August to August 2nd at Midnight. 
 
Tell everyone of the magnitude of this gift. 
 
Once again, we see the unfathomable Divine Mercy of God. 
 
Distinguishing this Indulgence from Others: 
 
*On the day (August 2nd) on which it is granted, it can be gained not only once, but oftener. You can gain other 
indulgences only once on the same day, but the Portiuncula indulgence you can gain on the first Sunday of August, 
and that, too, as often as on that day you visit a church of the Franciscans, or the parish church, (you may go out of 
the church and re-enter as many times as you wish) and there pray according to the intention of the Holy Father. The 
Congregation of the Council has twice confirmed the indulgence on July 17, 1700 and again on December 4, 1723. 
Again, the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences on February 22, 1847 reaffirmed the indulgence and noted that 
Communion did not have to be received only in a Franciscan Church. Pope Pius IX confirmed these decisions by a 
decree dated July 12, 1849. It is indeed true that on one day we can gain a plenary indulgence for ourselves only 
once, but this does not interfere with the doctrine that the Portiuncula indulgence can be gained more than once on 
the same day, for we may apply it to the souls in purgatory, if we gain it the second and the third time, etc. A question 
arose if a visit was made on the second Sunday if the indulgence still applies, and the visit repeated the answer by 
the Congregation of Indulgences on Feb. 22, 1847 was in the affirmative.  
*(excerpted from: http://friarsminor.org/sermons/portiuncula.html) 
 
NOTE: A review of the meaning of the above with a retired provincial of the Holy Name Province, of the Franciscan 
Order, and in consultation with the Franciscan Ordo, states that this Indulgence may only be transferred to Sunday as 
a special concession to remote areas of the world where Mission Chapels are not usually open during the week. 
Otherwise, the normal rules for August 2nd apply. 
 
As we honor Our Lady of the Angels, may we find inspiration for our own growth and development in the Gospel way 
of life that Saint Francis embraced and lived so completely. 
 
For a List of Additional Free Pamphlets e-mail Nick and Janet Pino at grandmasinspirations@yahoo.com 
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From the Desk of the Editor 

 
 
Outside of both us being Franciscan and having tidy desks – probably few things I have in common with our illustrious 
saint!  I wanted to take the time to ask each of you for any input on things you might want to see in your Clarion 
newsletter.  Various topics or items that you might want to see covered in the coming months, etc.   
You can email your thoughts to me at st.clare.ofs@gmail.com  
Thank you again for all your support. God bless – pax et bonum.   
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