
 
 
 
 

  
  

MARCH 2019 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 
Formation Meetings – First Tuesdays of the Month – Starting at 6:30 pm in Youth Room – St Frances Cabrini Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEWLY PROFESSED 
 

Congratulations to Jackie and Mike on your 
profession to the Secular Franciscan Order!  
 
 
“We have been called to heal wounds, 
to unite what has fallen apart,  
and to bring home those who  
have lost their way.” 

 
― St. Francis Of Assisi 

 

  

 
 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
  Crowley, TX 76036 

http://www.stclareofs.com 
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
 

Minister: 
  Carmine Esposito, OFS 

   817-455-5077 
cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

Vacant   
 

Vice Minister: 
Chuck Brewer, OFS 

   682-304-2272 
chuckbofs@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Rex Watkins, OFS 
254-396-4475 

xraykinswat@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Bob Frank, OFS 
 817-980-5282 

Bob.Frank.ofs@gmail.com 
 

Formation Director: 
Bob Evart, OFS 

   817-578-1808 
rjevart@gmail.com 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 
Brothers and Sisters, with March 6 beginning the Lenten season, I 
was drawn to the following chapter and verses from The Rule of the 
Secular Franciscan Order: 
 

Chapter 2 
Concerning Those Who Do Not Do Penance 

 
But all those men and women who are 
not doing penance and do not receive 
the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and live in vices and sin and 
yield to evil concupiscence and to the 
wicked desires of the flesh, and do not 
observe what they have promised to 
the Lord, and are slaves to the world, 
in their bodies, by carnal desires and 
the anxieties and cares of this life (cf. 
Jn 8:41). 

These are blind, because they do not see the true light, our 
Lord Jesus Christ; they do not have spiritual wisdom because 
they do not have the Son of God who is the true wisdom of 
the Father. Concerning them, it is said, “Their skill was 
swallowed up” (Ps 107:27) and “cursed are those who turn 
away from your commands” (Ps 119:21). They see and 
acknowledge; they know and do bad things and knowingly 
destroy their own souls. 

As I reflect on these verses I cannot help but recognize the times I 
have been blinded by the distractions of worldly pleasures and 
concerns.  Just like I mentioned in my reflection last month, it’s easy 
to stray from the light and walk in darkness.  Fortunately, Lent 
provides us with the opportunity for prayer, fasting, reflection and 
meditation which enable us to continue our journey toward the light. 

Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  

FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-

of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  

GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-

general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 

  

NAFRA STATUTES 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_St

atutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatur

es.pdf 

  

NAFRA JPIC 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/jpic/  

 

TAU – USA (WINTER 2018-19) 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Tau_USA_096_win_18.pdf 
  

VOX FRANCISCANA (WINTER 2018-19) 

http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/library/cir

culars/799-en-vox-franciscana-winter-2018-

2019/file 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html 
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MONTH OF ST. JOSEPH 
 

 The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph. We don't know 

much about him except what is mentioned in the Gospels. Joseph 

was the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of 

Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him as a "just man," and the 

Church has turned to Joseph for his patronage and protection. 

     Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical Quamquam Pluries (On the 

Devotion to St. Joseph) in 1889 explains why we place so much 

trust in this saint:  "Thus in giving Joseph the Blessed Virgin as 

spouse, God appointed him to be not only her life's companion, the 

witness of her maidenhood, the protector of her honor, but also, by 

virtue of the conjugal tie, a participator in her sublime dignity. And 

Joseph shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, since by divine will, he was the guardian of 

the Son of God and reputed as His father among men. Hence it came about that the Word of God was 

humbly subject to Joseph, that He obeyed him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children 

are bound to render to their parents. From this two-fold dignity flowed the obligation which nature lays upon 

the head of families, so that Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the legal defender of the 

divine house whose chief he was. And during the whole course of his life he fulfilled those charges and 

those duties. ...It is, then, natural and worthy that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the 

family at Nazareth and girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the cloak of his heavenly 

patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ."  

One hundred years later John Paul II echoes his predecessor in his 1989 Apostolic Exhortation 

Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of the Redeemer), hoping "that all may grow in devotion to the Patron of the 

Universal Church and in love for the Savior whom he served in such an exemplary manner ... In this way 

the whole Christian people not only will turn to St. Joseph with greater fervor and invoke his patronage with 

trust, but also will always keep before their eyes his humble, mature way of serving and of "taking part" in 

the plan of salvation." St. Joseph is invoked as patron for many causes. He is the patron of the Universal 

Church. He is the patron of the dying because Jesus and Mary were at his death-bed. He is also the patron 

of fathers, of carpenters, and of social justice. Many religious orders and communities are placed under his 

patronage.  —  Jennifer Gregory Miller   
 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03_1.cfm    

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03_1.cfm
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JOSEPH THE JUST MAN 

    The Church encourages us to be devoted to Joseph because he was a model in the heroic practice of all the 
virtues. The example of virtuous living that he gave in the exact fulfillment of the duties of his state of life is 
worthy of our reflection.  Read the gospel and you will see his faith, hope and charity practiced under trying 
circumstances. He was prudent in caring for his wife and the child; he showed great leadership in protecting 
them and assisting them. He was religious in every sense, with that delicacy and sincerity of conscience that is 
proper to the saints of God.  
   He was just in his dealings with God and man. He was conspicuous for his fortitude and courage. He was truly 
outstanding in the practice of virginal chastity. More: he protected and defended Mary's virtue in the time of 
courtship and all during their life together.  
   They had made a promise of chastity, and because they were 
resolved to live it for God they were blessed above all others. While 
Mary inspired him to practice this virtue perfectly, he, as a real man, 
understood the profound meaning of her inspiration and how it came 
from a heart that was steeped in the love of God. Time and again the 
Church has made it clear that Joseph is not a saint for only a certain 
number of souls, but that he can help all men.  

Excepted from St. Joseph: a Theological Introduction by Michael D. 
Griffin, O.C.D. 

ST. JOSEPH – MODEL OF FATHERS 

    In the litany of St. Joseph, we say, “St. Joseph, Head of the Holy 
Family, pray for us.” There is more hidden behind this invocation 
than meets the eye. We know, of course, that Mary is the Virgin 
Mother of Jesus Christ. We know that the Savior was not conceived 
of a human father. Yet the Church has never tired insisting on the 
fatherhood of St. Joseph in the Holy Family. It is crucially important 
to understand that there are two levels to fatherhood. There is the physical level of providing for the conception 
of a human body. In this sense, Christ did not have a human father. But a father is not only to cooperate with his 
wife in generating a child. He is also to cooperate with her in rearing the offspring which his spouse brings into 
the world. From all eternity, Joseph was destined to be the spouse of the Blessed Virgin. They were truly 
married. Joseph was Mary’s husband, and she was his wife. Marriage is the most intimate of all unions between 
two human beings. It imparts a community of gifts between those joined together in matrimony. Consequently, in 
giving Joseph the Blessed Virgin as his spouse, God appointed him to be not only her life’s companion, but also 
the witness of her virginity, the protector of her honor. No, by reason of his conjugal tie to Mary, he participated 
in her sublime dignity. We cannot exaggerate the importance of seeing St. Joseph as the true spouse of Mary. 
Under God, he was to share in her unique role as Mother of the Word made flesh who dwelt among us. St. Luke 
tells us that, on returning to Nazareth after Mary and Joseph found the young Christ in the temple, “Jesus 
advanced in wisdom and age and grace before God and men (Luke 2:52)”. What are we being told? We are 
being told that the Christ child constantly manifested greater wisdom as he grew in age. In God’s mysterious 
providence, both Mary and Joseph contributed to this manifestation of greater wisdom in Jesus. 

— Father John Hardon. 
 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03_1.cfm   
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FRANCISCAN FORMATION 
SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – FEAR OF THE LORD 
 
As we enter into the Lenten season this month, it is a good time to reflect not 
only on those sacrifices we are making for the Lord, but also to look at the gifts 
we receive from Him too.  No better place to start than the gifts of the Spirit 
listed in Isaiah 1:2 
 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: 
a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

A spirit of counsel and of strength, 
a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord, 
and his delight shall be the fear of the Lord. 

 
The gift of the Holy Spirit that tends to be misunderstood from it’s title is “Fear 
of the Lord”.  So let’s take a look at this gift and see what it actually entails. 
 
 
WHAT IS FEAR OF THE LORD – Catholic Straight Answers 
 
…..   So, we begin with the gift of fear of the Lord. This gift enables a person “to avoid sin and attachment to 
created things out of reverence and love of God.” Primarily, this gift entails a profound respect for the majesty of 
God who is the supreme being. Here, a person realizes his “creatureliness” and dependency upon God, has a 
true “poverty of spirit,” and never would want to be separated from God, who is love. As such, this gift arouses in 
the soul a vibrant sense of adoration and reverence for God and a sense of horror and sorrow for sin. 
 
This gift of fear of the Lord is sometimes misunderstood because of the word “fear.” “Fear of the Lord” is not a 
servile fear whereby a person serves God simply because he fears punishment, whether some sort of temporal 
punishment in this life or the eternal punishment of hell. A genuine relationship with God is based on love, not 
fear. Therefore, this “fear of the Lord” is a filial or reverential fear that moves a person to do God’s will and avoid 
sin because of love for God, who is all good and deserving of all of our love. In a similar way, a child should not 
be motivated to obey a parent simply because of fear of punishment, but because of love and respect; a person 
who loves someone does not want to disappoint or to break the other person’s heart. One should fear hurting a 
loved one and violating that person’s trust more than one should fear punishment. Nevertheless, one should 
have a healthy sense of fear for the punishment due to sin, including the fires of hell, even though this should 
not be the motivating factor for loving God. 
 
Therefore, this gift motivates the person in three ways: first, to have a vivid sense of God’s infinite greatness; 
second, to have a real sorrow for sin, even venial sins, and to do penance to atone for sins committed; and third, 
to be vigilant to avoid the near occasions of sin, to struggle against personal weakness and fight temptation. 
 
The gift of fear brings to perfection the virtue of hope. A person respects God as God, trusts in His will, and 
anchors his life in Him. He approaches the Lord with humility, docility and obedience. He believes in His 
promises of forgiveness of sin and eternal life in heaven. Also, this gift is the launchpad for the other gifts. As 
sacred Scripture attests, “Happy the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commands” (Ps 112:1), 
and “the beginning of wisdom is fear of the Lord” (Sir 1:12). 
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This gift also perfects the virtue of temperance, which seeks to use all things wisely and in moderation, neither in 
excess nor in defect, especially those sensible pleasures. With reason enlightened by faith, temperance controls 
the passions. Temperance is related to the gift of fear because one’s respect for God, and one’s awareness of 
being made in His image and likeness, and being redeemed by Christ motivate a person to give glory to God by 
being temperate in actions and desires, not using, doing, or indulging in anything to excess or defect. For 
example, chastity is a virtue of temperance, which respects the goodness of one’s own sexuality, the sanctity of 
marriage and the sanctity of marital love. A person moved by the gift of fear strives to live a chaste life because 
God is the creator of these goods, and a chaste life gives glory and praise to Him. 
 
This gift also prevents us from 
being too familiar with God. We 
are the victims of original sin and 
suffer from concupiscence; 
therefore, each of us struggles 
with a rebellious heart. A person 
could easily take God’s love for 
granted and presume forgiveness 
without real contrition; or forget 
God’s majesty by taking His holy 
name in vain; or make demands of 
God and then be angry when He 
does not meet them; or forget that 
every gift is from God and be 
selfish; or neglect prayer and 
worship because there is not 
enough time for Him; or disregard 
God’s commandments and the 
teachings of His church. And 
without fear of the Lord, such a 
person might say, “God loves me 
just the way I am, and I am going 
to heaven.” One has to ask, “Does 
such a person really love God?” 
While the Lord will never spurn a 
humble and contrite heart, He will humble the haughty. 
 
A good way to cultivate this gift is through daily prayer and worship at Mass. Regular and careful examinations 
of conscience also are important, as well as the regular use of the sacrament of penance. Also, meditating on 
the infinite majesty of God, like gazing upon the icon of Christ Pantocrator. For myself, looking at the beautiful 
mosaic of Christ in Majesty at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington 
reminds me not only that I am simply a lowly creature who needs God’s mercy, but also I am a child who is 
loved by the Lord. 
 
At his audience on June 11, Pope Francis reflected on fear of the Lord: “This is the fear of God: abandonment 
into the goodness of Our Father who loves us so. … This is what the Holy Spirit does in our hearts: He makes 
us feel like children in the arms of our Daddy … with the wonder and joy of a child who sees himself served and 
loved by his Father.” Therefore, this great gift of fear of the Lord allows us to have an intimate relationship with 
the Holy Trinity. 
 
Excerpt from http://catholicstraightanswers.com/fear-lord/  

http://catholicstraightanswers.com/fear-lord/
http://catholicstraightanswers.com/fear-lord/


THE CLARION                                                                                               MARCH  2019 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 
all of our fraternity 
members in your  
prayers; for all those that 
are sick; for all those are in 
need; for all those that are 
traveling for a safe journey 
there and back; for all those 
that may be conversing with 
Sister Death; for all those 
that are dealing with crisis 
and suffering in their lives; 
for all of the intentions we 
hold deep within our 
hearts; for all our loved 
ones and for all the souls in 
purgatory; for our 
communities; country and 
our world – may we add 
these to our prayers 
throughout the month. 
 

The Holy Father's 
Intentions for the 
Month of March 2019 
 
Recognition of the Right of 
Christian Communities 
That Christian 
communities, especially 
those who are persecuted, 
feel that they are close to 
Christ and have their rights 
respected. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Go to Joseph    “This patronage 
must be invoked as ever necessary 
for the Church, not only as a 
defense against all dangers, but 
also, and indeed primarily, as an 
impetus for her renewed 
commitment to evangelization in 
the world and to reevangelization,” 
wrote St. John Paul II in 
Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of 
the Redeemer).  
         John Paul II further said, 
“Because St. Joseph is the 
protector of the Church, he is the 
guardian of the Eucharist and the 
Christian family. Therefore, we 
must turn to St. Joseph today to 
ward off attacks upon the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
and upon the family. We must 
plead with St. Joseph to guard the 
Eucharistic Lord and the Christian 
family during this time of peril.”  
 
Excerpt: 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/litu
rgicalyear/overviews/months/03.cfm  

 THE ADMONITIONS 
OF ST. FRANCIS 

 
"Blessed (is) that servant" (Mt 
24:46), who does not exalt 
himself more because of the 
good, which the Lord says and 
works through him, 35 than 
that which He says and works 
through another. · A man sins, 
who wants rather to receive 
from his neighbor, what he 
does not want to give of himself 
to the Lord God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Blessed (is) the servant, who 
when he speaks, does not 
manifest all his own (thoughts) 
in view of (some) wage and is 
not swift to speak (cf. Prov. 
29:20), but wisely provides, 
what he ought to speak and 
answer. · Woe to that religious, 
who does not retain in his 
heart (Lk 2:19.51) the good 
things, which the Lord shows 
him, and does not show them 
to others through work, but 
who in view of (some) wage 
desires rather to show them to 
men with words. · He himself 
receives "his wage" (cf. Mt 6:2; 
6:16) and (his) hearers bring 
back little fruit. 

 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03.cfm
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THE CLARION  JANUARY 2018 
THE CLARION                                                                                                  MARCH  2019 

 

 

Franciscan Calendar – March 
 
01. Saint David of Wales 
02. Saint Agnes of Bohemia 
03. Saint Katherine Drexel 
04. Saint Casmir 
05. Saints John Joseph of the Cross 
Formation Meeting – SFC Youth Room @ 6:30 pm 
06. Saint Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes 
Ash Wednesday 
07. Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity 
08. Saint John of God 
09. Saint Frances of Rome 
Formation Meeting – SFV Dining Room @ 10 am 
10. Saint Dominic Savio 
Council Meeting – SFV TV Room @ 12:30 am 
Fraternity Meeting – SFV Chapel @ 2 pm 
11. Saint John Ogilvie 
12. Blessed Angela Salawa  
13. Saint Leander of Seville 
14. Saint Maximilian 
15. Saint Louise de Marillac 
16. Saint Clement Mary Hofbauer 
17. Saint Patrick  
18. Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
19. Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary 
20. Saint Salvator of Horta 
21. Blessed John of Parma 
22. Saint Nicholas Owen 
23. Saint Turbius of Mogrovejo 
24. Blessed Oscar Arnulfo Romero 
25. Annunciation of the Lord 
26. Saint Catherine of Genoa 
27. Lazarus 
28. Saint Catherine of Bologna 
29. Saint Ludovico of Casoria 
30. Saint Peter Regalado 
31. Saint Stephen of Mar Saba 

 
 

 

INQUIRERS  
The Inquirers class will be Tuesday 
evening March 5, at 6:30 PM in the 
youth room at St. Frances Cabrini 
parish.  
 

CANDIDATES 

The Candidates next formation 
class will be Saturday March 9, at 
10 AM in the dining room.  The 
lesson is Chapter 21 in the Journey 
book. 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
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