
 
 

  
  

 
 

MAY 2019 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

May is the month of Mary, the 
mother of the church.  We read in 
“The Rule of the Secular Franciscan 
Order”, Chapter 2 – The Way of Life, 
Article 9: 
 
“The Virgin Mary, humble servant of 
the Lord, was open to his every 
word and call.  She was embraced by 
Francis with the indescribable love 
and declared the protectress and 
advocate of his family.  The Secular 
Franciscans should express their 
ardent love for her by imitating her 
complete self-giving and by praying 
earnestly and confidently.” 
 
May we all make a special effort this 
month to live the words of this article 
and express our ardent love for 
Mary. 
 
As a reminder, there will NOT be a 
Fraternity Meeting this month since 
it falls on Mother’s Day.  Happy 
Mother’s Day to all our beautiful 
mothers both with us and with our 
Lord! 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 

 

 

     
      ail, holy Lady, most  

holy Queen, Mary,  
Mother of God, ever Virgin. 

You were chosen by the Most High 
Father in heaven, consecrated by Him,  
with His most Holy Beloved Son and 

the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.  
On you descended and still remains 

all the fullness of grace and  
every good.  Hail, His Palace.   

Hail His Tabernacle. Hail His Robe.  
Hail His Handmaid. 

Hail, His Mother. and  
Hail, all holy Virtues,  

who, by grace and inspiration  
of the Holy Spirit,  are poured  
into the hearts of the faithful 
so that from their faithless  

state, they may be made faithful 
servants of God through you. 
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“Prayer to Mary 
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NOTE:  WE WILL NOT BE 

HAVING A FRATERNITY 

MEETING THIS MONTH AS IT 

FALLS ON MOTHER’S DAY. 
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mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
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Mary and Our Spiritual Life 

In our observance of the Marian month we should take into account the season of the Liturgical 
Year which largely corresponds with the fifty days of Easter. Our pious exercises could 
emphasize Our Lady's participation in the Paschal mystery and in Pentecost with which the 
Church begins. The pious exercises connected with the month of May can easily highlight the 
earthly role played by the glorified Queen of Heaven, here and now, in the celebration of the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.  The following practices which are 
recommended by the Magisterium are offered as suggestions for honoring Our Lady during Her 
month. 

The Regina Coeli  -  The ecclesial community addresses this antiphon to Mary for the 
Resurrection of her Son. It adverts to, and depends on, the invitation to joy addressed by Gabriel to the Lord's humble servant who 
was called to become the Mother of the saving Messiah. 

The Rosary  -  Also called the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Rosary is one of the most excellent prayers to the Mother of 
God. Thus, "the Roman Pontiffs have repeatedly exhorted the faithful to the frequent recitation of this biblically inspired prayer which 
is centered on contemplation of the salvific events of Christ's life, and their close association with the Virgin Mother." 

Litanies of the Blessed Virgin Mary  -  These consist of a long series of invocations to Our Lady, which follow in a uniform rhythm, 
thereby creating a stream of prayer characterized by insistent praise and supplication. 

Consecration and Entrustment to Mary  -  The Roman Pontiffs have frequently expressed appreciation for the pious practice of 
"consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary" and the formulas publicly used by them are well known.  Louis Grignon de Montfort is one 
of the great masters of the spirituality underlying the act of "consecration to Mary". He "proposed to the faithful consecration to Jesus 
through Mary, as an effective way of living out their baptismal commitment." 

The Brown Scapular and other Scapulars  -  The scapular is an external sign of the filial relationship established between the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother and Queen of Mount Carmel, and the faithful who entrust themselves totally to her protection, who have 
recourse to her maternal intercession, who are mindful of the primacy of the spiritual life and the need for prayer. 

Medals  -  These are witnesses of faith and a sign of veneration of the Holy Mother of God, as well as of trust in her maternal 
protection.  The Church blesses such objects of Marian devotion in the belief that "they help to remind the faithful of the love of God, 
and to increase trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary." 

The "Akathistos" -  Hymn  In the Byzantine tradition, one of the oldest and most revered expressions of Marian devotion is the 
hymn of the "Akathistos" — meaning the hymn sung while standing. It is a literary and theological masterpiece, encapsulating in the 
form of a prayer, the universally held Marian belief of the primitive Church. 

Excepted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 

 
Excerpt from Catholic Culture at https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/05_1.cfm 
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MONTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 
The month of May is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. May is a month of growth, when nature is reborn. 
This month normally belongs to the Easter season, between 
Easter and Pentecost. Many Catholics may be aware that May is 
consecrated to Mary, but it may be unclear why this month was 
selected for this particular distinction. Other months have more 
important feasts dedicated to Our Lady, such as August (Feast of 
the Assumption) and December (Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception). What is it about this month that makes it a fitting 
time to reflect on the Virgin Mary’s role in salvation and to 
honor her as the Mother of God? 
 
Natural Context 
The tradition of dedicating the month of May to Our Lady is 
centuries old, dating back at least 700 years. Blessed Pope Paul 
VI wrote an encyclical on the month of May, focusing on the Virgin Mary. He wrote that the piety of the faithful 
has long dedicated the month of May to the Mother of God. He stated in his encyclical, Mense Maio: 
 
We are delighted and consoled by this pious custom associated with the month of May, which pays honor to the 
Blessed Virgin and brings such rich benefits to the Christian people. Since Mary is rightly to be regarded as the 
way by which we are led to Christ, the person who encounters Mary cannot help but encounter Christ likewise. 
 
The reason for dedicating May to Our Lady is associated with the particular season of the year. May is certainly 
known for its springtime beauty (at least in the Northern Hemisphere). It is associated with flowers and blossoms, 
with trees which spring back to life, and grass which sprouts. It brings to mind the idea of promise and hope, of 
new life. Blessed John Henry Newman offers various reasons why May in particular is dedicated to Our Lady in 
“Meditations and Devotions”. He states:   
 
The first reason is because it is the time when the earth bursts forth into its fresh foliage and its green grass after 
the stern frost and snow of winter and the raw atmosphere and the wild wind and rain of the early spring. It is 
because the blossoms are upon the trees and the flowers are in the gardens. It is because the days have got long, 
and the sun rises early and sets late. For such gladness and joyousness of external Nature is a fit attendant on our 
devotion to her who is the Mystical Rose and the House of Gold. 
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MONTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (CONTINUED) 

 
Blessed Newman admits that sometimes May is a rainy, cool month. However, it always remains a month of 
promise and hope, the prelude to summer, the season of light. It is in this sense that it represents Mary. She 
reflects the light of Christ. 
 
In classic western culture, both Greek and Roman, May was connected with the beginning of new life. This 
ancient belief led to May being associated with the motherhood of Mother Earth and thus to motherhood in 
general. It is for this reason that Mother’s Day is celebrated in May in many countries. This connection between 
May and motherhood led Christians to adopt May as the month of our Lady, the Mother of God and our heavenly 
Mother. She brought life into the world by giving birth to her Son, Jesus, who brought about a new spring. 
 

Liturgical Context 
May is normally part of the Easter season, the period of fifty 
days which lasts from Easter to Pentecost. During this time we 
celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection from the dead, a celebration 
which culminates with his Ascension to the Father and the 
sending of the Holy Spirit to the Church on Pentecost. It is a 
fitting time to dedicate to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to recall her 
intense joy over her Son’s Resurrection and the comfort and 
guidance she gave to the Apostles during this difficult period. 
 
During the Easter season, Mary’s presence in the beginnings of 
the Church is emphasized. She was present in the first 
community of disciples. In Acts 1:14, she was present with the 
Apostles in the upper room as they prayerfully waited for the 
descent of the Holy Spirit with hopeful expectation. As Pope St. 
John Paul II stated in Redemptoris Mater, “Mary was in the 
Upper Room, where the Apostles were preparing to take up this 

mission with the coming of the Spirit of Truth: she was present with them. In their midst Mary was “devoted to 
prayer” as the “mother of Jesus” (cf. Acts 1:13-14), of the Crucified and Risen Christ.” Her maternal presence 
was humble and discreet but fundamental. Among them, she acted as a guide, an exceptional witness of the 
mystery of Christ, a role she had since His conception and birth, as well as a model of true faith. 
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MONTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (CONTINUED) 

 
Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI vividly described Mary’s maternal presence among the disciples after Jesus’ 
Resurrection. He stated: 
 
In the days that followed the Lord’s resurrection, the Apostles stayed 
together, comforted by Mary’s presence, and after the ascension, they 
persevered with her in prayerful expectation of Pentecost. Our Lady was a 
mother and teacher to them, a role that she continues to play for 
Christians of all times… 
 
The Easter season is a fitting time to recall Mary’s immense joy over her 
Son’s Resurrection and to rediscover her role as mother and teacher in our 
lives. Mary has a unique role in the God’s plan of salvation and in the 
Church. She consented to the coming of the Savior and cooperated in 
developing His mission. She brought Him into the world, raised Him and 
lovingly stood by His side during the years of His hidden life. She 
supported Him during His public ministry in a quiet way, beginning at Cana, where by her intercession Jesus 
performed His first miracle (John 2:1-12). She cooperated in His work, even uniting her own suffering with that 
of her Son, standing at the foot of His cross. Mary was Jesus’ first disciple, humbly following Him during every 
step of His journey and mission. She trusted in God completely and lived by His grace. She is our model of true 
discipleship and of complete faith. 
 
During the Easter season we are more aware of Mary’s motherly presence and love. It is perhaps for this reason 
that popular tradition has dedicated the month of May, which falls during this liturgical season, to Our Blessed 
Mother. 
 
Turning to Our Heavenly Mother 
The Blessed Virgin Mary offered the disciples her prayers, motherly care, and witness. She continues to offer us 
her motherly love and intercession. During this month of May, let us rediscover her maternal role in each of our 
lives. Let us offer our spiritual mother our sincere prayers, that just as she aided the first Apostles with her 
prayers, she may also guide and intercede for us in our journey of faith. Let us learn from her how to love and 
trust God completely and how to be faithful witnesses of the risen Lord. 
 
 
EXCERPT FROM: http://www.catholicstand.com/may-the-month-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/ 

 

http://www.catholicstand.com/may-the-month-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/
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NINE WAYS TO CELEBRATE THE MONTH OF MARY 
 

1. FLOWER YOUR MARY STATUE 
May crownings are one of the most popular ways to celebrate the month of Mary. 

 

2. PRAY A NOVENA TO OUR LADY 
Sometime during the month of May, pray a novena to the Blessed Mother for a particular 

intention that you want to entrust to her Immaculate Heart, for yourself or for someone else. 

 

3. SPREAD DEVOTION TO THE ROSARY 
Outside of the Mass, there is no prayer more pleasing to Our Lady and more efficacious for her 

intercession than the Holy Rosary.  

 

4. LEARN ABOUT A NEW MARIAN DEVOTION 
Our Lady is the Mother of the Universal Church. There are many ways she has affected 

Christians in various times and places during these nearly 2,000 years since she walked the 

earth. 

 

5. SHARE THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
When Our Lady appeared to St. Catherine Laboure and gave her the vision of the Miraculous 

Medal in 1830, she promised great graces to those who would wear the medal.  

 

6. MEMORIZE A MARIAN PRAYER OR HYMN 
You may already know the Memorare and the Hail Holy Queen by heart, and this month you 

can add more Marian hymns and prayers into your mental index. These prayers and hymns 

become a great solace during trying moments and can be recited often. 

 

7. GET INVESTED IN THE SCAPULAR 
If you haven’t been invested in the scapular, Mary’s month is a good time to do it.  

 

8. READ A BOOK ABOUT MARY 
The best way to increase your devotion to the Blessed Mother is simply by reading more about 

her.  

 

9. PRAY THE LITTLE OFFICE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary is like the Divine Office (Liturgy of the Hours) in that 

it is comprised of prayers said at various hours throughout the day, but different in that they are 

all in praise of Our Lady.  

 

EXCERPT FROM: https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/celebrate-may-month-of-mary/  

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  

FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-

rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  

GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-

general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 

  

NAFRA STATUTES 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_Nationa

l_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSi

gnatures.pdf 

  

NAFRA JPIC 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/jpic/  

 

TAU – USA (WINTER 2018-19) 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Tau_USA_096_win_18.
pdf 
  

VOX FRANCISCANA (WINTER 2018-19) 

http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/library

/circulars/799-en-vox-franciscana-

winter-2018-2019/file 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/celebrate-may-month-of-mary/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/
http://lostrescompaneros.org/
http://www.ciofs.org/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatures.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/jpic/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_096_win_18.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_096_win_18.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_096_win_18.pdf
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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PRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 
all of our fraternity 
members in your  
prayers; for all those that 
are sick; for all those are in 
need; for all those that are 
traveling for a safe journey 
there and back; for all those 
that may be conversing with 
Sister Death; for all those 
that are dealing with crisis 
and suffering in their lives; 
for all of the intentions we 
hold deep within our 
hearts; for all our loved 
ones and for all the souls in 
purgatory; for our 
communities; country and 
our world – may we add 
these to our prayers 
throughout the month. 
 

The Holy Father's 
Intentions for the 
Month of May 2019 
 
The Church in Africa,  
a Seed of Unity   
That the Church in Africa, 
through the commitment of 
its members, may be the seed 
of unity among her peoples 
and a sign of hope for this 
continent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Our labor here is brief, 

but the reward is 
eternal. Do not be 

disturbed by the clamor 
of the world, which 

passes like a shadow.  
Do not let false delights 

of a deceptive world 
deceive you.”  

― St. Clare of Assisi 
 

 

 Wisdom from 

above is  
first of all 

innocent. It is 
also 

peaceable, 
lenient, 

docile, rich in 
sympathy and 

the kindly 
deeds that 

are its fruits, 
impartial and 
sincere. The 
harvest of 
justice is 

sown in peace 
for those 

who 
cultivate 

peace. 
 

James 3:17-18 
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Franciscan Calendar – May – Month of Mary 
01. Saint Joseph the Worker 
02. Saint Athanasius 
03. Saints Philip & James 
04. Blessed Michael Giedroyc  
05. Saint Hilary of Arles 
06. Saints Marian & James  
07. Saint Rose Venerini 
Formation Meeting – SFC Youth Room @ 6:30 pm 
08. Saint Peter of Tarentaise 
09. Saint John of Avila 
10. Saint Damien de Veuster of Moloka’i  
11. Saint Ignatius of Laconi 
Formation Meeting – SFV Dining Room @ 10 am 
12. Saint Nereus & Achilleus 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 
13. Our Lady of Fatima 
14. Saint Matthias 
15. Saint Isidore the Farmer 
16. Saint Margaret of Cortona 
17. Saint Paschal Baylon 
18. Saint John I 
19. Saint Theophilus of Corte  
20. Saint Bernardine of Siena 
21. Saint Cristóbal Magallanes & Companions 
22. Saint Rita of Casia  
23. Saint Gregory VII 
24. Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi 
25. Saint Bede the Venerable 
26. Saint Philip Neri  
27. Saint Augustine of Canterbury  
28. Venerable Pierre Toussaint 
29. Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat 
30. Saint Joan of Arc 
31. Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 

 

INQUIRERS - SFC   
The Candidates next formation 

class will be Tues May 7th, at 6:30 

PM in the youth room at St 

Frances Cabrini.  
 

 CANDIDATES - SFV  

 The Candidates next formation 

class will be Sat May 11, at 10 AM 

in the dining room. We will be 

covering Chapter 23 in the Journey 

book. 
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