
 
 
 
 

  
  

DECEMBER 2019 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 

 

 
 
“In the beginning was the Word…. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us….” (John 1: 1.14). 
 
“Francis used to recall with 
regular meditation the words of 
Christ and recollect His deeds 
with most attentive perception. 
Indeed, so thoroughly did the 
humility of the Incarnation and 
the charity of the Passion occupy 
his memory that he scarcely 
wanted to think of anything else.”  
(1 Cel, XXX). 
 

 

        

              Reflection from 

 

God’s choice to give human beings  
free will was from the beginning a  
decision to be helpless in human  
hands. With the birth of Jesus,  
God made the divine helplessness  
very clear to us, for a human infant  
is totally dependent on the loving  
response of other people.  
Our natural response to a baby is  
to open our arms as Francis  
did–to the infant of Bethlehem,  
and to the God who made us all. 

Excerpt: https://www.franciscanmedia.org/christmas-at-greccio/ 
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 MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
The Gospel Reading for the First Sunday of 
Advent 
Matthew 24-37-44 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"As it was in the days of Noah, 
so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
In those days before the flood, 
they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day that Noah entered the ark. 
They did not know until the flood came and 
carried them all away. 
So will it be also at the coming of the Son of 
Man. 
Two men will be out in the field; 
one will be taken, and one will be left. 
Two women will be grinding at the mill; 
one will be taken, and one will be left. 
Therefore, stay awake! 
For you do not know on which day your 
Lord will come. 
Be sure of this: if the master of the house 
had known the hour of night when the thief 
was coming, 
he would have stayed awake 
and not let his house be broken into. 
So too, you also must be prepared, 
for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come." 
 
With December beginning on the very 1st Sunday of Advent, I thought I would reflect on the Gospel Reading for that day 
and begin to ready myself for the journey ahead.  The verses which stand out for me are “Therefore, stay awake!  For 
you do not know on which day your Lord will come.” And “So too, you also must be prepared, for at an 
hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come."   
 
It reinforces the need for daily prayer and reflection particularly when I may not “feel like it” or the times when I may not 
feel well or am distracted by what may seem to be more pressing issues.  Of course, those are the times I need prayer and 
reflection even more! 
 
In sports you always hear about teams practicing and preparing for the “big game”. Well, as Catholics and Franciscans, our 
“big game” is when we meet our Savior face to face at our homecoming.  I need to keep practicing and preparing for it.  
How about you? 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine   
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MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
The month of December (Overview - Calendar) is dedicated to the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. "From all eternity 
God chose with infinite wisdom the woman who would be the Mother of 
His divine Son. To prepare for the Word Incarnate a spotless and holy 
tabernacle, God created Mary in grace and endowed her from the 
moment of her conception with all the perfections suited to her exalted 
dignity. St. Thomas teaches that through her intimacy with Christ, the 
principle of grace, she possessed beyond all creatures a fullness of 
divine life." — Liturgical Meditations, The Sisters of St. Dominic 

This feast invites us to meditate on the virtue of purity.  
"Mary alone — 'our tainted nature's solitary boast'— never saw her 
soul's purity darkened with the dust of any stain, nor did she see in any 
part of her triumphal course toward heaven any sin or trace of 
worldliness. By a unique and singular privilege from God she was 
preserved from original sin from the first moment of her Immaculate 
Conception; by another privilege derived from the first, the Lord did not 
permit her ever to be stained even with those unavoidable failings of 
human weakness."   — Luis M. Martinez 

 

Novena of the Immaculate Conception 

      The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which is profoundly influential among the faithful, is an 

occasion for many displays of popular piety and especially for the novena of the Immaculate 

Conception. There can be no doubt that the feast of the pure and sinless Conception of the Virgin 

Mary, which is a fundamental preparation for the Lord's coming into the world, harmonizes perfectly 

with many of the salient themes of Advent. This feast also makes reference to the long messianic 

waiting for the Saviour's birth and recalls events and prophecies from the Old Testament, which are 

also used in the Liturgy of Advent.   

      The novena of the Immaculate Conception, wherever it is celebrated, should highlight the 

prophetical texts which begin with Genesis 3, 15, and end in Gabriel's salutation of the one who is "full 

of grace" (Lk 1, 31-33) — Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/12_1.cfm   

 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/12_1.cfm
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (DEC 12) 
In 1910 Our Lady of Guadalupe was declared Patroness of 

Latin America, and in 1945 Pope Pius XII declared Her to be the 
Empress of all the Americas. She appeared to an Indian convert 
named Juan Diego on December 9, 1531. She left a marvelous 
portrait of herself on the mantle of Juan Diego. This miraculous 
image has proved to be ageless, and is kept in the shrine built in 
her honor, the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
"Hear me and understand well, my son the least, that nothing should 
frighten or grieve you. Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that 
sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I not here, who is your 
Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am I not your health? Are you 
not happily within my fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be 
disturbed by anything."   — Our Lady to Juan Diego 
 
In the winter of 1531, a poor, 57-year-old Aztec Indian living five miles 
outside of Mexico City encountered a miraculous happening on his way 
to morning Mass. First he heard strange music coming from Tepeyac 
Hill, and then he heard a woman's voice calling his name. Juan Diego 
climbed the hill and encountered a young woman, appearing to be of his 
own people in physical appearance and dress. The woman identified 
herself as the Virgin Mary, and told Juan Diego to ask the bishop of 
Mexico City to build a church on the hill to assist in the conversion of the 
nation and be a source of consolation to the people. 
 
Juan Diego obeyed the request, but the bishop was skeptical regarding the message, even though he perceived that Juan 
was a humble, and well meaning Catholic. Juan reported the bishop's doubt to Our Lady at Tepeyac Hill, and she asked 
him to return to the bishop once again, bearing the same message. The bishop once again heard the story, and told Juan 
Diego to ask Our Lady for a sign that it was indeed herself that wished for the church to be built. 
 
When he returned to the hill, Mary gave Juan Diego such a sign. Miraculously, roses appeared on the hill in the middle of 
winter, and Juan gathered them in his tilma, or cloak. Our Lady arranged the roses in his tilma with her own hands, and 
Juan returned to the bishop's presence. When Juan released the tilma, allowing the flowers to fall to the floor, it was 
revealed that a miraculous image of Our Lady had imprinted itself on his tilma.  The bishop immediately fell to his knees, 
and came to believe in Juan Diego's message. A church was built on the spot of the apparition, as Mary had requested, 
and 8 million people converted to Catholicism in a short period of time upon hearing of or viewing the miraculous image of 
Our Lady. 
 
The tilma of Juan Diego has been the subject of much modern research. The tilma, woven out of coarse cactus fiber, 
should have disintegrated after 20 years, but although over 500 years have passed the tilma is still in perfect condition. The 
pupils of Mary in the picture reflect the Indians and clergy present at the time of the first revelation of the image. No paint 
was used, and chemical analysis has not been able to identify the color imprint. Additionally, studies have revealed that the 
stars on Mary's mantle match exactly what a Mexican would have seen in the sky in December of 1531. 
 
EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2018-12-12     

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2018-12-12
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St. Francis and the Gift of Greccio 
       by Murray Bodo, OFM – Excerpt from Franciscan Media 
 
The first time I saw the Franciscan shrine of Greccio, Italy, was in 1972. I was 
living in Assisi with the Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement at St. Anthony 
Guest House and working on my first book, Francis: The Journey and the 
Dream.   
 
It was my first sojourn in Italy, and I knew very little about the geography of the 
country outside of Assisi itself. And though I was writing about the places of 
importance in the life of St. Francis, I’d not actually been to any place beyond 
the environs of Assisi. So, whenever any of the guests would say they were 
taking a day trip to Perugia where Francis was in prison, or Mount La Verna in 
Tuscany where St. Francis received the sacred stigmata, or Gubbio where he 
tamed a ravenous wolf, I would muster the courage to ask if they had room for 
one more. Little by little, I began to understand the geography of St. Francis’ 
world. 
 
‘The Belly 
Button of Italy’  
 
Then one day 
someone said, 
“Let’s go to the 
Rieti Valley; it’s 
not that far, and 
Greccio is there, 
the place where 
St. Francis 
began the 
custom of the 
Christmas 
crèche.” I was all 
ears and eager 
to go, and later 
that morning we 
were climbing up 
the winding mountain road to the friary of Greccio, a short distance from the 
town of Rieti, which is the geographical center of Italy, the umbilicus, as the 
Italians call it, the belly button of Italy.  
 
As we continued the steep climb, I began to see glimpses of the friary, which 
looked to me like a huge wasp nest clinging to the side of a cliff. It seemed that 
the smallest tremor might loosen its precarious perch and bring it crashing into 
the valley below.  
 
The actual town of Greccio was about a mile away from the solitude and 
mountain setting of the place where the friars lived, as always seemed to be 
the case of towns that were near the friars’ places of solitude. Francis himself 
made it so, in order that the friars could live in silence and solitude, away from 
the hustle and bustle of the world of commerce and frenetic activity. 
 
 

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 
  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 
http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 
  

NAFRA STATUTES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_Nationa
l_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSi

gnatures.pdf 
  

NAFRA GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA (SPRING 2019) 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Tau_USA_097_spr_19.
pdf 

  
RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  

FRANCISCAN  ORDER 
http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secular
_Franciscan_Order.pdf 

 
THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
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St. Francis and the Gift of Greccio (cont’d)  by Murray Bodo, OFM 
 
 
A New Kind of Christmas Celebration  
 
But what makes Greccio unique in the life of St. Francis is what happened there at Christmastime in 1223, three 
years before he died. He came there wanting to celebrate Christmas in a new way, a midnight Mass with a real ox 
and donkey and with townspeople gathered around witnessing this live Christmas crèche. Christmas was the dearest 
of feasts because it revealed the profound humility of God in choosing to become a little baby, helpless and in need of 
us, just as we were when we were newborn babies.   
 
For St. Francis, Christmas was 
linked inseparably to the Passion 
as well, because to become a 
human being means suffering 
and death. And there is already 
suffering in the Incarnation in 
God’s becoming human, leaving 
behind the trappings of divinity, 
emptying himself, as St. Paul 
says in his Letter to the 
Philippians, “becoming obedient 
to death, even death on a cross” 
(2:8). 
 
And all of this sprang from 
profound love. St. Francis’ first 
biographer, Brother Thomas of 
Celano, said of Francis, “Indeed, 
so thoroughly did the humility of 
the Incarnation and the charity of 
the Passion occupy his memory 
that he scarcely wanted to think 
of anything else.”  
 
Jesus embraced both “the humility of the Incarnation and the charity of the Passion” because he came to love us by 
becoming one of us. Love was the reason for the Incarnation. And love is what Francis wanted to celebrate at Greccio 
by telling the people of the village and the surrounding countryside that he was going to celebrate Christmas by 
reenacting the first Christmas at midnight Mass at the friary.   
 
In doing so, St. Francis hoped that people would see themselves in the Christmas scene. It would not only be about 
something that happened 1,200 years ago in Bethlehem, but it would be something that was happening then and 
there to them.   
 
Their ox and donkey would be in the crèche, their children would see Christmas happening in Greccio, and everyone 
would see that the Christ Child comes to us in our own place and time at Christmas.  
 
And, in fact, a knight of Greccio by the name of John of Velita said that at one point in the Mass the baby Jesus 
appeared in the crib and seemed asleep. Francis then went to the crib and took the baby in his arms and seemed to 
wake him up. 
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Becoming Christlike and Childlike 
 
The Mass was being celebrated by one of the Franciscan priests because Francis himself was not a priest but a 
deacon. He could therefore not preside at the Mass though he could proclaim the Gospel and preach, which he did at 
Greccio with charming words about the Poor King and the little town of Bethlehem. St. Bonaventure says that he 
called Jesus “the Child of Bethlehem, aglow with overflowing love for him; and in speaking the word Bethlehem, his 
voice was more like the bleating of a sheep. His mouth was filled more with sweet affection than with words.”  
 
And Brother Thomas of Celano, in his Second Life of St. Francis, wrote: “Francis used to observe with inexpressible 
eagerness, and above all other solemnities, the birth of the Child Jesus, calling it the feast of feasts on which God, 
having become a little baby, hung upon human breasts. He would avidly kiss pictures of those infant limbs, and his 
compassion for the child overflowed his heart, making him stammer sweet words, even like a child. The name Baby 
Jesus was for him honeycomb-sweet in the mouth.”  
 
At that first Christmas crèche at Greccio, St. Francis wanted to show everyone there how close God was to them, 
how humble God is, how like a child is God who loves us unconditionally. God is not removed in some faraway, 
mystical place; God is with us, and we can love him with affection and overflowing love, as God has first loved us and 
continues to love us. For St. Francis, a personal love of Jesus is the heart of Christian spirituality. And he himself was 
in constant conversation with Jesus. 
 
Brother Thomas of Celano says, “Jesus he bore in his heart, Jesus in his mouth, Jesus in his ears, Jesus in his eyes, 
Jesus in his hands, Jesus in the rest of his members. . . .” And gradually St. Francis became transformed into the 
Jesus he loved and adored. He was Christlike in his words and in his actions. Two years before he died, he became a 
living image of the crucified Christ, bearing in his own body the wounds of Christ. The humility of the Incarnation 
became the charity of the Passion. 
 
 
 
 
Connecting with the Crèche 
 
What, then, does Greccio say to us today? What is its effect on our lives, this new Christmas that became, in the end, 
a new Passion?  
 
The most obvious effect of what St. Francis did at Greccio is the custom of the live Christmas crèche, which has 
spread throughout the world. But there is more, and it has to do with prayer and theology.  
 
One of the gifts of St. Francis’ celebration of Christmas at Greccio is that it reveals how Francis and the early brothers 
meditated. They would take some scene from the Bible, like the birth of Jesus, and imagine it prayerfully and as 
visually as possible. Then they would place themselves in the biblical scene. 
 

“Through the live Christmas crèche, St. Francis makes Christ present to us in  
our own place and time, wherever we are when we, too, enact an image of  

the miracle of the Incarnation of God.” 
 
For example, they would be a shepherd, one of the Wise Men, Mary, or Joseph. They would then try to feel what the 
character was feeling. In so doing, they would be flooded with emotions that would move them to thank God, to praise 
God, to love the baby, this little Word of God reaching out to them for their care with welcoming arms. This imagined 
scene would be filled with the grace of the original event, and the friar meditating would be moved to act, to change or 
improve his life, to love God more fully.  
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The early friars would then show others how to meditate this way, and Francis himself would be the model of how to 
do so. He loved staging little dramas that would enact what he was feeling. He would begin to sing or dance, 
sometimes taking two sticks and pretending they were a violin and bow he was playing to celebrate the God he loved.  
 
So intense was St. Francis’ love of God that, two years before he died, while praying at Mount La Verna, he was 
transformed into the living image of the crucified Christ, no longer playacting but bearing the real wounds of Christ in 
his own flesh, as did the modern Franciscan St. Padre Pio. Both of these stigmatics bore the graces of the passion of 
Christ in their own bodies, so that they performed miracles of grace in the lives of others whose lives they touched—
miracles of healing, miracles of changed hearts. 
 
 
A Place of Grace 
 
Greccio has its own grace: 
the grace of the truth of the 
Incarnation, that God did 
indeed become human and 
was born from the womb of 
Mary, a poor young woman 
of Nazareth. She became the 
womb of God and brought 
God into the world as a 
human baby who grew and 
matured as does any human 
being. Greccio shows how 
precious is our humanity, a 
humanity that through grace 
is the very image of God. 
And we in turn can rejoice in 
knowing that God delights in 
us enough to become one of 
us.  
 
 
And finally, St. Francis, like the great medieval artist Giotto, did in his own life what Giotto did in his art. Francis made 
the Nativity of Christ take place in Greccio, a 13th-century Italian town. The scenery, the people, the animals, the 
clothing, were all of the time and place.   
 
Giotto did the same thing in his fresco of the Nativity on the ceiling of the lower Basilica of St. Francis. People could 
look up and see Bethlehem as Assisi: The scenery, the costumes, the characters were all Italians like them. And the 
people, most of whom were illiterate, understood what the artist had done. He had brought the story of Christ’s birth to 
them in their own visual language: the place where they lived, the time in which they lived. Christ had now come to 
them as an Assisian.  
 
And that is the gift of Greccio as well. Through the live Christmas crèche, St. Francis makes Christ present to us in 
our own place and time, wherever we are when we, too, enact an image of the miracle of the Incarnation of God. 
 
Excerpt: https://blog.franciscanmedia.org/sam/st.-francis-and-the-gift-of-greccio 
 
 

https://blog.franciscanmedia.org/sam/st.-francis-and-the-gift-of-greccio
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Franciscan Calendar – December /Advent / Christmas 
 
01. Blessed Charles de Foucald 
02. Blessed Rafal Chylinski 
03. Saint Francis Xavier 
Candidate Grp 2 Meeting – St Frances Cabrini – 6:30 pm 
04. Saint John Damascene 
05. Saint Sabas 
06. Saint Nicholas  
07. Saint Ambrose 
Orientation Meeting – St Francis Village @ 10 am 
08. Solemnity of Immaculate Conception 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm  
09. Saint Juan Diego 
10. Blessed Adolph Kopling 
11. Saint Damaus I 
12. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
13. Saint Lucy 
14. Saint John of the Cross 
Candidate Grp 1 Meeting – St Francis Village @ 10 am 
15. Blessed Mary Frances Schervier 
16. Blessed Honoratus Kozminski 
17. Saint Hildegard of Bingen 
18. Blessed Anthony Grassi 
19. Blessed Pope Urban V 
20. Saint Dominic of Silos 
21. Saint Peter Canisius 
22. Blessed Jacopone da Todi 
23. Saint John of Kanty 
24. Christmas at Greccio 
25. Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
26. Saint Stephen 
27. Saint John the Apostle 
28. Holy Innocents 
29. Saint Thomas Becket 
30. Saint Egwin 
31. Saint Sylvester I 

  
 

 
 

ORIENTATION 
The orientation meeting will be 
Saturday December 7, at  
10:00 AM in the St Francis  
Village Dining Room.   
 
CANDIDATES (GRP#1)  
The candidate group #1 class will 
be Sat December 14, at 10 AM in 
the dining room.   
 

CANDIDATES (GRP#2) 

The Candidates next meeting will  
be Tuesday December 3 at St 
Frances Cabrini at 6:30 pm.  

 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-leo-the-great/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-martin-of-tours/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-josaphat/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-gertrude-the-great/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-albert-the-great/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-margaret-of-scotland/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-elizabeth-of-hungary/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-churches-of-saints-peter-and-paul/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-agnes-of-assisi/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-rose-philippine-duchesne/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/presentation-of-mary/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-cecilia/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-miguel-agusaint-iacute-n-pro/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-andrew-dung-lac-and-companions/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-catherine-of-alexandria/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-francesco-antonio-fasani/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-francesco-antonio-fasani/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-james-of-the-marche/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-clement/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-andrew/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-andrew/
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PRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 

all of our fraternity 

members in your  

prayers; for all those 

that are sick; for all 

those are in need;  

for all those that are 

traveling for a safe 

journey there and  

back; for all those that 

may be conversing with 

Sister Death; for all 

those that are dealing 

with crisis and suffering 

in their lives; for all of 

the intentions we hold 

deep within our hearts; 

for all our loved ones 

and for all the souls in 

purgatory; for our 

communities; country 

and our world – may we 

add these to our prayers 

throughout the month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of December 2019 
 

For a life of prayer:  
 

We pray that our personal relationship with  
Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God  

and a life of prayer. 
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