
 
 
 
 

  
  

JANUARY 2020 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 

 

 
THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
 
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, 
which is celebrated on January 3.  
 
The first twelve days of January fall during the liturgical season 
known as Christmas which is represented by the liturgical color 
white — the color of light, a symbol of joy, purity and innocence 
(absolute or restored).  
 
The remaining days of January are the beginning of Ordinary 
Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green. This 
symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in 
the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, 
especially the hope of a glorious resurrection. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

 
 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
  Crowley, TX 76036 

http://www.stclareofs.com 
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
 

Minister: 
Carmine Esposito, OFS 

   817-455-5077 (cell) 
cesposito1802@gmail.com  

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

Vacant   
 

Vice Minister:  
Chuck Brewer, OFS 

   682-304-2272 
chuckbofs@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Rex Watkins, OFS 
817-249-0101 

xraykinswat@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Bob Frank, OFS 
 817-980-5282 

Bob.Frank.ofs@gmail.com 
 

Formation Director: 
Bob Evart, OFS 

   817-578-1808 (cell) 
rjevart@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

   
      
     

 
 

    
 
 

     
    

 
 

  
   
 

  
   

     
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

   
  

 
 

  
   

    
 

 

 

EXCERPT: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01.cfm 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 
An excerpt from the Prologue of the Rule, Chapter 1  
Concerning Those Who Do Penance 

 
All who love the Lord with their whole heart, with their whole soul 

and mind, with all their strength (cf. Mk 12:30), and love their 
neighbors as themselves (cf. Mt 22:39) and hate their bodies with 
their vices and sins, and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and produce worthy fruits of penance. 

 
Oh, how happy and blessed are these men and women when they 

do these things and persevere in doing them, because “the spirit of 
the Lord will rest upon them” (cf. Is 11:2) and he will make “his home 
and dwelling among them” (cf. Jn 14:23), and they are the sons of the 
heavenly Father (cf. Mt 5:45), whose works they do, and they are the 
spouses, brothers, and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Mt 12:50). 

 
I used this Prologue for the January 2019 message and decided to 

use it again as we begin the new year.  I did so because I believe it is 
always helpful to take the time to reflect on the basics of our 
Franciscan Journey.  Even as Franciscans we can get caught up in the 
secular world during the holiday season with all the commercialism 
we are exposed to. Hopefully your Advent was a time of reflection 
and preparation for the coming of the Lord at Christmas and you 
were able to overcome the bombardment of the secularism of the 
season.  If you were able to or not, a new year offers an opportunity 
for a new beginning.  For me as a Franciscan, it is a time to begin at 
the beginning and back to the basics.  How about you? 

 
In this New Year, May the Lord bless us and keep us;  
May his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; and  
May he look upon us with kindness and give us peace. 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 

 
 

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 
  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 
http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 
  

NAFRA STATUTES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_Nationa
l_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSi

gnatures.pdf 
  

NAFRA GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA (FALL 2019) 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Tau_USA_98_fal_19.pdf  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secular

_Franciscan_Order.pdf 
 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
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MONTH OF THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of 

Jesus. "In the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those 
that are in heaven, on earth and under the earth" (Phil 2:10). 
Christ's name is chosen in heaven, and the Angel Gabriel 
announces it when he informs the Blessed Virgin of the 
incarnation: "Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus". It is a 
name that has marvelous implications, for it means "savior." 
The very name bespeaks the magnitude of His mission, His 
infinite love, a love that will cause Him to offer Himself up for us. 

The name of Jesus is the sweetest of all names, and He who 
bears it is most worthy of all love. He who calls Jesus his friend 
can be assured that this friend is the most devoted and unselfish of all friends. 

Jesus is our all. In His name we may pray to the Father with assurance of being heard. In His name 
the Church administers all her sacraments. In His name she offers all her prayers and blesses homes, 
the fields, and the sick. In the name of Jesus she casts out evil spirits, and at the hour of our death bids 
us, "Go forth, Christian soul." She assures us that whoever shall call upon this name will be saved. 
When our soul has departed this life to seek its eternal home, the Church asks in the name of Jesus, 
"Eternal rest give unto him, O Lord." 

— Benedict Baur, O.S.B. 
 

HISTORY OF THE FEAST 
This feast originated towards the end of the fifteenth century, and was instituted by the private 

authority of some bishops in Germany, Scotland, England, Spain, and Belgium. The Office and the 
Mass composed by Bernardine dei Busti (d. 1500) were approved by Sixtus IV. The feast was officially 
granted to the Franciscans 25 February, 1530, and spread over a great part of the Church. 

The Office used at present is nearly identical with the Office of Bernardine dei Busti. The hymns 
"Jesu dulcis memoria", "Jesu Rex admirabilis", "Jesu decus angelicum", usually ascribed to St. 
Bernard, are fragments of a very extensive "jubilus" or "cursus de aeterna sapientia" of some unknown 
author in the thirteenth century. For the beautiful sequence "Dulcis Jesus Nazarenus" (Morel, "Hymnen 
des Mittelalters", 67) of Bernardine dei Busti the Franciscans substituted a prose sequence of modern 
origin: "Lauda Sion Salvatoris". 

— Excepted from the Catholic Encyclopedia 

 EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm    

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm
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MONTH OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS - PRAYERS FOR JANUARY - by ThoughtCo 

 

      In Philippians 2, Saint Paul tells us that "At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth; and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord." From the earliest days of 

Christianity, Christians have known the great power of Jesus' Holy Name. As the once-popular hymn commanded: 

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ Name!  Let angels prostrate fall; Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all. 

Small wonder, then, that the Church sets aside the first month of the year in honor of the Holy Name of Jesus. Through this 

devotion, the Church reminds us of the power of Christ's Name and encourages us to pray in His Name. In our society, of 

course, we hear His Name uttered quite often, but all too frequently, it is used in a curse or blasphemy. In the past, 

Christians would often make the Sign of the Cross when they heard Christ's Name uttered in such a manner, and that's a 

practice that would be worthwhile to revive. 

      Another good practice that we could take to heart during this Month of the Holy Name of Jesus is the recitation of the 

Jesus Prayer. This prayer is as popular among Eastern Christians, both Catholic and Orthodox, as the rosary is among 

Roman Catholics, but it's not well known in the West. 

      This month, why not take a few minutes to memorize the Jesus Prayer, and pray it during those moments of the day 

when you are between activities, or traveling, or simply taking a rest? Keeping Christ's Name always on our lips is a good 

way to ensure that we draw ever nearer to Him. 

 

THE JESUS PRAYER 
Very early on, Christians came to understand that the very name of Jesus had great power, and the recitation of His Name 

was itself a form of prayer. This short prayer is a combination of that early Christian practice and the prayer offered by the 

publican in the parable of the pharisee and the publican (Luke 18:9-14). It is perhaps the most popular prayer among 

Eastern Christians, both Orthodox and Catholic, who recite it using prayer ropes that are similar to Western rosaries. 

EXCERPTS FROM:  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm 
 
THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS 

To pray the holy name of Jesus is a very simple way of praying always. There is power in a name and it calls up the very 

presence of Jesus. Nowadays it is profaned in so many ways, that it is very pleasing to the Lord when it is used with love 

and devotion. We are told that "all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the 

name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father" 33. So, not only 

is it a very intimate way of praying and being in the presence of the Lord, it is also very powerful, because it has authority, 

both in Heaven, on earth and in the underworld. 

Blessed be God.  Blessed be His Holy Name. Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man.  

Blessed be the Name of Jesus.  Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart. 

EXCERPT FROM: http://www.poorclares.ie/prayerjesus.html 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm
http://www.poorclares.ie/prayerjesus.html
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Franciscan Calendar – January – Holy Name of Jesus 
 
01. Mary, Mother of God 
02. Saint Basil the Great 
03. Most Holy Name of Jesus 
04. Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Formation Meeting – SFV Dining Room @ 10 am 
05. Saints John Neuman & Charles of Mt Argus 
06. Saint André Bessette 
07. Saint Raymond of Peñafort 
Formation Meeting – SFC @ 6:30 pm 
08. Saint Angela of Foligno 
– The Epiphany of the Lord  
09. Saint Adrian of Cantebury 
10. Saint Gregory of Nyssa 
11. Blessed William Carter 
Formation Meeting – SFV Dining Room @ 10 am 
12. Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys 
– The Baptism of the Lord  
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 
                               – Election of Officers 
13. Saint Hilary of Poitiers 
14. Saint Gregory Nazianzen 
15. Saint Paul the Hermit 
16. Saint Berard & Companions 
17. Saint Anthony of Egypt 
18. Saint Charles of Sezze 
19. Saint Fabian 
20. Saint Sebastian 
21. Saint Agnes 
22. Saint Vincent of Zaragossa 
23. Saint Marianne Cope 
24. Saint Francis de Sales 
25. Conversion of Saint Paul 
26. Saints Timothy & Titus 
27. Saint Angela Merici 
28. Saint Thomas Aquinas 
29. Servant of God Brother Juniper 
30. Blessed Mary Angela Truszkowska 
31. Saint John Bosco 

 

 
 

INQUIRY 
The Inquiry meeting will be 
Saturday January 4, at  
10:00 AM in the St Francis  
Village Dining Room – Chapter 4.   
 
CANDIDATES (GRP#1)  
The candidate group #1 class will 
be Sat January 11, at 10 AM in 
the St Francis Village Dining 
Room – Chapter 31.   
 

CANDIDATES (GRP#2) 

The Candidates next meeting will  
be Tuesday January 7 at St 
Frances Cabrini at 6:30 pm – 
Chapter 14.  

 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-leo-the-great/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-gertrude-the-great/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-margaret-of-scotland/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-churches-of-saints-peter-and-paul/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-agnes-of-assisi/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-rose-philippine-duchesne/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/presentation-of-mary/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-cecilia/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-miguel-agusaint-iacute-n-pro/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-andrew-dung-lac-and-companions/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-catherine-of-alexandria/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-francesco-antonio-fasani/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-francesco-antonio-fasani/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-james-of-the-marche/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-clement/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-andrew/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-andrew/
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0BPRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 

all of our fraternity 

members in your  

prayers; for all those 

that are sick; for all 

those are in need;  

for all those that are 

traveling for a safe 

journey there and  

back; for all those that 

may be conversing with 

Sister Death; for all 

those that are dealing 

with crisis and suffering 

in their lives; for all of 

the intentions we hold 

deep within our hearts; 

for all our loved ones 

and for all the souls in 

purgatory; for our 

communities; country 

and our world – may we 

add these to our prayers 

throughout the month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of January 2020 
Promotion of World Peace:  

We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all 
people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world. 

 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

HERB PHILLIPS, ofs 
met with Sister Death 
on December 25, 2019 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL  
AND FOR PEACE AND COMFORT FOR RAY ELLEN & THE FAMILY 
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