
 
 
 
 

  
  

FEBRUARY 2020 

 
Regular Meetings - Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 2 pm in the St Francis Village Chapel 
Please feel free to bring a snack – if you are not able – come anyway as there is always plenty. 
Council Meetings – Second Sunday of the Month – Starting at 12:30 pm in the St Francis Village TV Room 
Formation Meetings – Second & Third Saturdays of the Month – Starting at 10 am in St Francis Village Dining Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    WELCOME TO NEW INQUIRERS 
 

Congratulations to Terry, Judy, Dcn. Terry,  
Stan, and Susan (not pictured Clemente,  
Anita and Juan) on your welcoming and  
entry as Inquirers to the Secular  
Franciscan Order!  Welcome !! 
 
“Start by doing what is necessary, 
then what is possible, and 
suddenly you are 
doing the impossible.” 

 
― St. Francis Of Assisi 

  

 
 

  ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
  241 St. Clare Drive 
  Crowley, TX 76036 

http://www.stclareofs.com 
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
 

Minister: 
  Carmine Esposito, OFS 

   817-455-5077 
cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

Vacant   
 

Vice Minister: 
Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 

   817-579-7920 
chapmac7@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Evelyn Leinan, OFS 
903-767-1438 

leinan@juno.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Joe Serrano, OFS 

817-346-9333 
jwelserrano@hotmail.com 

 
Formation Director: 

Bob Evart, OFS 
   817-578-1808 

rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
mailto:leinan@juno.com
mailto:rjevart.ofs@gmail.com
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
“Uniting themselves to the redemptive 
obedience of Jesus, who placed his will 
into the Father’s hands, let them 
faithfully fulfill the duties proper to their 
various circumstances of life.  Let them 
also follow the poor and crucified Christ, 
witness to him even in difficulties and 
persecutions.” 
 

- The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order, Chapter II, article 10 
 
Recently I was able to attend a silent retreat with plenty of time 
for prayer and reflection on the various talks and presentations 
during the Thursday evening to Sunday morning sessions. 
 
During the weekend, one reflection probably stands out the 
most for me.  It was during a reflection on the Holy Spirit and 
praying to “open my heart, mind and soul” in order to “do” 
God’s will in my life.  For some reason, I reflected to 2016 when 
I had a stent put in because I had a 100% blockage which 
prevented a flow of blood to my heart.  That stent allowed the 
blood to flow more freely and prevented serious damage to my 
heart.  Well, I then began to reflect on the need for more time 
in meditative and contemplative prayer in order to allow the 
Holy Spirit to flow more freely through me and for me to be 
more aware of his presence in my life. 
 
I can get caught up in a lot of “doing” things without being sure 
if I am “doing” God’s will in my life.  It makes me think about 
“being” more than “doing”.  In other words, if I focus on “being” 
Christ to others, perhaps I will be “doing” more of God’s will 
which leads to less focus on me and more on others. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill my heart with your holy gifts. 
Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 
  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 
http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-
of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 
  

NAFRA STATUTES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_National_St
atutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSignatur

es.pdf 
  

NAFRA GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guideline

s-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA (FALL 2019) 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Tau_USA_98_fal_19.pdf  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secular_Fr

anciscan_Order.pdf 
 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html 
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MONTH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 
The month of February is traditionally dedicated to the Holy Family. 
Between the events which marked Christmas and the beginning of 
Christ's public life the Church has seen fit to recall the example of 
the Holy Family for emulation by the Christian family. 
 
The Solemnity of the Holy Family is celebrated on the Sunday in the 
Octave of Christmas, or December 30 when Christmas falls on a 
Sunday.   Outside of the feast, the faithful have frequent recourse to 
the Holy Family of Nazareth in many of life's circumstances: joining 
the Association of the Holy Family so as to model their own families 
on the Holy Family of Nazareth; frequent prayers to entrust 
themselves to the patronage of the Holy Family and to obtain 
assistance at the hour of death. -- Directory on Popular Piety and the 
Liturgy 

 
The feast of the Holy Family, granted to certain dioceses by Leo XIII 
in 1893, was inserted in the general Calendar of the Roman rite by 
Benedict XV in 1921.  

 
The liturgy of the Feast takes us back to Nazareth, that we may catch a glimpse of the life of the Holy Family. 
We are begotten in the bosom of our family; in the midst of our family we grow to maturity. We are all called to 
live a family life, whether it be the life of a human family in this world, or the life of the supernatural family, 
which is the Church (through baptism), or the life of a religious family (through religious profession). Thus, we 
may all go to Nazareth and with profit observe the model that is offered to us, so that we may shape our lives 
after that example. 

 
The life of the Holy Family at Nazareth is sketched for us in the Gospel of the feast. The entire family goes up to 
Jerusalem to offer the prescribed sacrifice. There Joseph and Mary lose the child and return to Jerusalem in 
deep sorrow searching for Him. Eventually they find Him in the Temple, and Jesus becomes subject to them. 
The life of the Holy Family is characterized by zeal for religion and prayer, and by the love that binds it together. 
Moreover, Jesus, the Son of God, shows a respectful obedience to Joseph and Mary. "And He was subject to 
them." Come and observe and learn to imitate this divine model. 

 
The spirit of the Holy Family and its characteristic virtues are pictured for us in St. Paul's words to the Colossians 
(3:12-17), "Brethren, put ye on, therefore, as the elect of God [through holy baptism], holy and beloved, the 
bowels of mercy, benignity, humility, modesty, patience; bearing with one another and forgiving one another if 
any have a complaint against another; even 'as the Lord hath forgiven you, so do you also. But above all these 
things, have charity, which is the bond of perfection; and let the peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts, wherein 
also you are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you abundantly, in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing in grace in 
your hearts to God".     (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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An inspiring model, a precious instruction! The sacred liturgy, however, is not satisfied with this. She opens to 
us the sources of strength which are needed for a good, Christian family life. She opens these to us through the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Holy Communion, and prayer. 

 
A devoted family spirit and these family virtues are a precious possession both for the human family and for the 
supernatural family. Among these virtues we may call attention especially to: 

• the will and effort to be of one heart and one soul in chaste love; 
• to the disposition of devotion to one another, bearing each other's faults and forgiving each other's 

mistakes; 
• to the disposition to serve one another and to subject one's own interests to the common good of 

the family; 
• to the disposition to do whatever is necessary for mutual understanding and mutual appreciation. 

 
To live a good, Christian family life requires sacrifice, the renunciation of one's own wishes, and a reasonable 
mortification of self. If it is to be perfect, it requires complete victory over self-love. It requires a high degree of 
virtue, deep piety and living faith, much prayer, and a close union with God. 
 
In our day the very foundations of family life have been shaken by the failure of so many marriages. For this 
reason, the devotion to the Holy Family of Nazareth takes on a new meaning and a new importance. The 
modern family must again be rejuvenated and filled with the spirit of the Holy Family of Nazareth. It must 
recapture the spirit of faith, the spirit of subjection to the will of God. It is for this intention that we should offer 
our prayers and sacrifices during the month. — The Light of the World by Benedict Baur, O.S.B. 
 
EXCERPTS FROM  
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1007     

 
 

CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY 
 
O Jesus, our most loving Redeemer, who having come to enlighten the world with 
Thy teaching and example, didst will to pass the greater part of Thy life in humility 
and subjection to Mary and Joseph in the poor home of Nazareth, thus sanctifying 
the Family that was to be an example for all Christian families, graciously receive 
our family as it dedicates and consecrates itself to Thee this day. Do Thou defend 
us, guard us and establish amongst us Thy holy fear, true peace, and concord in 
Christian love: in order that, by conforming ourselves to the divine pattern of Thy 
family, we may be able, all of us without exception, to attain to eternal happiness. 

 
Mary, dear Mother of Jesus and Mother of us, by thy kindly intercession make this 
our humble offering acceptable in the sight of Jesus, and obtain for us His graces 
and blessings. 

 
O Saint Joseph, most holy guardian of Jesus and Mary, assist us by thy prayers in all our spiritual and temporal necessities; 
that so we may be enabled to praise our divine Savior Jesus, together with Mary and thee, for all eternity. 

 
Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be, three times. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1007
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0BPRAYERS FOR  
THE MONTH 

 

Please remember 
all of our fraternity 
members in your  
prayers; for all those that 
are sick; for all those are in 
need; for all those that are 
traveling for a safe journey 
there and back; for all those 
that may be conversing with 
Sister Death; for Christians 
suffering persecution and 
martyrdom around the 
world; for all those that are 
dealing with crisis and 
suffering in their lives; for 
all of the intentions we hold 
deep within our hearts; for 
all our loved ones and for all 
the souls in purgatory; for 
our communities; country 
and our world – may we 
add these to our prayers 
throughout the month. 
 

The Holy Father's 
Intentions for the 
Month of February 2020 
 
Listen to the Migrants’ Cries: 
We pray that the cries of 
our migrant brothers and 
sisters, victims of criminal 
trafficking, may be heard and 
considered. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Every day He humbles 
Himself just as He did when 

from His heavenly throne into 
the Virgin's womb; every day 

He comes to us and lets us see 
Him in lowliness, when He 

descends from the bosom of 
the Father into the hands of 

the priest at the altar.” 
 

― St. Francis of Assisi 

 You are holy,  
Lord, God alone,  

You who work marvels.  
You are strong,  
You are grand.  

You are most high.  
You are the Almighty King,  
You, O Holy Father, King of 

heaven and earth. 
You are three and one, the 

Lord God of gods;  
You are the Good,  

every good, the highest good,  
the Lord God, living and true.  

You are love, charity.  
You are wisdom.  
You are humility.  
You are patience.  

You are beauty.  
You are safety.  

You are rest.  
You are joy and gladness.  

You are our hope.  
You are our justice.  

You are temperance.  
You are all our treasure 

overflowing.  
You are beauty.  

You are meekness.  
You are our protector. 

You are our guardian and 
defender.  

You are our strength.  
You are refreshment.  

You are our hope.  
You are our faith.  

You are our charity.  
You are our total delight.  

You are our eternal life, great 
and wondrous Lord, God All-

Powerful, merciful Savior! 
― St. Francis of Assisi  
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Franciscan Calendar – February 
01. Saint Ansgar 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room, SFV @ 10 am 
02. Presentation of the Lord 
03. Saint Blaise 
04. Saint Joseph of Leonissa 
Formation Meeting – Family Life Center, SFC @ 6:30 pm 
05. Saint Agatha 
06. Saint Paul Miki and Companions 
07. Saint Colette 
08. Saint Josephine Bakhita 
Formation Meeting – Dining Room, SFV @ 10 am 
09. Saint Jerome Emiliana 
Council Meeting – SFV TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 
10. Saint Scholastica 
11. Our Lady of Lourdes 
12. Saint Apollonia 
13. Saint Giles Mary of Saint Joseph 
14. Saints Cyril and Methodius 
15. Saint Claude de la Colombière 
16. Saint Gilbert of Sempringham 
17. Seven Founders of the Servite Order 
18. Blessed John of Fiesole 
19. Saint Conrad of Piacenza 
20. Saints Jacinta and Francisco Marto 
21. Saint Peter Damian 
22. Chair of Saint Peter 
23. Saint Polycarp 
24. Blessed Luke Belludi 
25. Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio 
26. Saint Maria Bertilla Boscardin 
27. Saint Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
28. Blessed Danbniel Brottier 
29. Saint Oswald 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
INQUIRY 
The Inquiry meeting will be 
Saturday, February 1, at  
10:00 AM in the St Francis  
Village Dining Room – Chapter 5.   
 
CANDIDATES (GRP#1)  
The candidate group #1 class will 
be Saturday, February 8, at 10 AM 
in the St Francis Village Dining 
Room – Chapter 32.   
 

CANDIDATES (GRP#2) 

The Candidates next meeting  
will  be Tuesday, February 7 at St 
Frances Cabrini in the Family Life 
Center at 6:30 pm – Chapter 15.  

 
 

WELCOME  TO  OUR  NEW  COUNCIL 

CARMINE ESPOSITO – MINISTER 

DCN. CRAIG MCALISTER – VICE MINISTER 

EVELYN LEINAN – SECRETARY 

JOE SERRANO – TREASURER 

BOB EVART – FORMATION DIRECTOR 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/dedication-of-saint-john-lateran/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-agnes-of-assisi/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-rose-philippine-duchesne/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-miguel-agusaint-iacute-n-pro/
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