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MINISTER’S MESSAGE  
 
May is the month of Mary, the mother of the 
church.  We read in “The Rule of the Secular 
Franciscan Order”, Chapter 2 – The Way of Life, 
Article 9: 

“The Virgin Mary, humble servant of 
the Lord, was open to his every word and call.  
She was embraced by Francis with the 
indescribable love and declared the protectress 
and advocate of his family.  The Secular 
Franciscans should express their ardent love for 
her by imitating her complete self-giving and 
by praying earnestly and confidently.” 
 
May we all make a special effort this month to 
live the words of this article and express our ardent love for Mary. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day to all our beautiful mothers both with us and with our Lord! 
 
Since our Fraternity is named after St. Clare, I thought I would also share an article about 
her that I found on the internet.  It may be a bit long, but it is like looking through a 
window into the soul of Clare. 

        The Letters of St. Clare to St. Agnes 

   Agnes of Prague was one of the celebrated people of her day, a princess, the 
daughter of the King of Bohemia. This woman had ‘rock star’ status, with several suitors 
eager to win her hand in a political alliance.  Yet Agnes sought to give up all the sparkly 
splendor, wealth, and perks of her birthright to embrace a Divine Bridegroom rather than 
a royal husband. 

Word had reached Agnes in Bohemia about the Friars Minor and a beautiful noble 
woman in Assisi named Clare di Favorone, who embraced poverty and the Franciscan 
movement. Clare, whose very name means ‘light,’ embraced the example of St. Francis 
and lived it in her own profound and contemplative way.  Being inspired to follow Jesus in 
the manner of Francis and Clare, Agnes chose poverty over riches and a religious life over 
a royal one.    
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE (Continued) 
 

     In the days before cell phones, email, online education, or Zoom, Clare and 
Agnes communicated via handwritten letters personally carried back and forth 
between Bohemia and Assisi by Franciscan Friars as they made their dangerous 
travels on foot across Europe. Clare shared her insights about the spiritual life 
with Agnes in these letters. Clare chose to use a mirror as a metaphor for the 
spiritual life; the image of a mirror worked effectively as a spiritual metaphor 
that would have been understood well by women of nobility. 

     However, a 13th century mirror was not like a modern one, but would 
have been made of polished metal with a curved surface something like a 
bottom of a pan – reflecting a different view of the image depending on one’s 
perspective.  It would reflect with much greater clarity and precision at the very 
center of the mirror than the curved outer edges. Using this metaphor, Clare 
invites Agnes into contemplation:  on the sloped outside edge of the mirror Clare 
asks Agnes to reflect on the infancy and poverty of Jesus. On the more reflective 
surface Clare asks Agnes to consider holy humility. In the center of the mirror, 
the area of greatest clarity, Clare asks Agnes to contemplate the perfect charity 
and immense love that Jesus show for us on the Cross. 

     The letters span a time period of 19 years. The first letter first letter is very 
formal, after all Clare, as Abbess and leader of her own religious community, is 
addressing a Princess, the eldest daughter of a King. Clare shares her fascination 
in Jesus in this letter. The Second letter dwells on Poverty and Contemplation, 
Clare asks Agnes to gaze upon Christ, consider the mystery of Christ, 
contemplate Christ. Clare encourages us to look prayerfully, to think deeply, and 
through contemplation, to become Christ-like: to see our reflection in Christ, and 
Christ’s reflection in us. In the third letter, Clare bolsters Agnes up in meeting the 
challenges in living a Franciscan life. The fourth and final letter is written near 
Clare’s death; the letter is full of peace and joy and is considered by many as 
‘one of the most beautiful pieces of spiritual literature.’  

Place your mind before the mirror of eternity! 
Place your soul in the brilliance of glory! 
Place your heart in the figure of the divine substance! 
And transform your whole being 
into the image of the Godhead Itself through contemplation! 
So that you too may feel what His friends feel  
as they taste the hidden sweetness 
Which God Himself has reserved from the beginning 
for those who love Him 

 
From Clare’s Third Letter to Agnes 

Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 
  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 
http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 
  

NAFRA STATUTES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_Nationa
l_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSi

gnatures.pdf 
  

NAFRA GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA (WINTER 2019) 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19
.pdf 

 
RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  

FRANCISCAN  ORDER 
http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secular
_Franciscan_Order.pdf 

 
THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 

 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19.pdf
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                                                  MONTH OF MARY 
 

           The month of May is the "month which the piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed Lady," and it is the 

occasion for a "moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every part of the world [pay] to the Queen of Heaven. During 

this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent 

and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from her throne 

in greater abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1). 

This Christian custom of dedicating the month of May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the end of the 13th century. In this way, 

the Church was able to Christianize the secular feasts which were wont to take place at that time. In the 16th century, books 

appeared and fostered this devotion. 

The practice became especially popular among the members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it took hold among their 

students at the Roman College and a bit later it was publicly practiced in the Gesu Church in Rome. From there it spread to the 

whole Church. 

The practice was granted a partial indulgence by Pius VII in 1815 and a plenary indulgence by Pius IX in 1859. With the 

complete revision of indulgences in 1966 and the decreased emphasis on specific indulgences, it no longer carries an 

indulgence; however it certainly falls within the category of the First General Grant of Indulgences. (A partial indulgence is 

granted to the faithful who, in the performance of their duties and in bearing the trials of life, raise their mind with humble 

confidence to God, adding — even if only mentally — some pious invocation. 

Excerpted from Enchiridion of Indulgences. 
  

The Month of Mary and the Popes 
 
      The pious practice of honoring Mary during the month of May has been especially 
recommended by the Popes. Pius XII made frequent reference to it and in his great 
Encyclical on the Sacred Liturgy (Mediator Dei) characterized it as one of "other 
exercises of piety which although not strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are 
nevertheless of special import and dignity, and may be considered in a certain way to 
be an addition to the liturgical cult: they have been approved and praised over and 
over again by the Apostolic See and by the Bishops" (no. 182). 

Paul VI wrote a short encyclical in 1965 using the Month of Mary devotion as a means of obtaining prayers for peace. He 
urged the faithful to make use of this practice which is "gladdening and consoling" and by which the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
honored and the Christian people are enriched with spiritual gifts" (no. 2). 

In May of 2002 Pope John Paul II said, "Today we begin the month dedicated to Our Lady a favorite of popular devotion. In 
accord with a long-standing tradition of devotion, parishes and families continue to make the month of May a 'Marian' month, 
celebrating it with many devout liturgical, catechetical and pastoral initiatives!" 
 
Excerpt from Catholic Culture at https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/05_1.cfm 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4979
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html
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Devotion to Mary 

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the 
Mother of the Church and 
therefore the example, as well 
as the guide and inspiration, of 
everyone who, in and through 
the Church, seeks to be the 
servant of God and man and 
the obedient agent of the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit, as Pope Leo XIII reminded us, is the soul of the 
Church: All the activity and service of the members of the Church, 
beginning with the supreme participation of the Blessed Mother 
in the work of the Church, is vivified by the Holy Spirit as the body, 
in all its activities, is vivified by its soul. The Holy Spirit is the 
Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter which Christ Himself sent to 
be our consolation in the sorrowful mysteries of life, our source of 
moderation in the joyful mysteries of life, our added principle of 
exaltation in the glorious mysteries of life. 

So He was for the Blessed Mother; so also He is for the least of us;  
so also He is for the rest of the Church, even for those who are its 
unconscious but conscientious members. 

Wherever there is faith there is the example of Mary, because she 
lived by faith as the Scriptures remind us.... 

If, then, piety is the virtue which binds us to the sources of all life, 
to God, to our parents, to the Church, to Christ, certainly Christian 
piety binds us, in grateful love, to Mary — or our acceptance of 
Christ and of the mystery of our kinship with Him is imperfect, 
partial, and unfulfilled. 

— Cardinal John Wright 
  
Excerpt from Catholic Culture at 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/05_1.cfm 

An Act of Consecration to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy Mary, Mother of God and Virgin, I 
choose thee this day for my queen, 
patron, and advocate, and firmly 
resolve and purpose never to abandon 
thee, never to say or do anything 
against thee, nor to permit that aught 
be done by others to dishonor thee. 
Receive me, then, I conjure thee, as thy 
perpetual servant; assist me in all my 
actions, and do not abandon me at the 
hour of my death. Amen. — St. John 
Berchmans 

 
Devotions to the Mother of God 

Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven) 
 

The Rosary 

Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
(Litany of Loretto) 

The Brown Scapular  
-- Fr. William G. Most 

 

Marian Documents 
Act of Consecration of the World  
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary  

— John Paul II 

Act of Entrustment to the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

On Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(Marialis Cultus) — Paul IV 

On Reciting The Rosary (Ingruentium 
Malorum) — Pius XII 

St. Louis de Montfort's Consecration to 
Mary — Fr. William G. Most 

The Necessity and Extent of Devotion 
to Mary — Fr. William G. Most 

The Holy Spirit And Mary 
— Dwight P. Campbell 

 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=428
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=212
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=870
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=870
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/most/getchap.cfm?worknum=213&chapNum=31
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=630
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=630
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=3132
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=3132
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=5759
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=5759
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4974
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4974
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/most/getchap.cfm?worknum=213&ChapNum=20
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/most/getchap.cfm?worknum=213&ChapNum=20
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/most/getchap.cfm?worknum=213&ChapNum=10
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/most/getchap.cfm?worknum=213&ChapNum=10
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4270
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Mary and Our Spiritual Life 

In our observance of the Marian month we should take into account the season of the 
Liturgical Year which largely corresponds with the fifty days of Easter. Our pious 
exercises could emphasize Our Lady's participation in the Paschal mystery and in 
Pentecost with which the Church begins. The pious exercises connected with the 
month of May can easily highlight the earthly role played by the glorified Queen of 
Heaven, here and now, in the celebration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation 
and Holy Eucharist.  The following practices which are recommended by the 
Magisterium are offered as suggestions for honoring Our Lady during Her month. 

The Regina Coeli  -  The ecclesial community addresses this antiphon to Mary for 
the Resurrection of her Son. It adverts to, and depends on, the invitation to joy addressed by Gabriel to the Lord's humble servant 
who was called to become the Mother of the saving Messiah. 

The Rosary  -  Also called the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Rosary is one of the most excellent prayers to the Mother of 
God. Thus, "the Roman Pontiffs have repeatedly exhorted the faithful to the frequent recitation of this biblically inspired prayer which 
is centered on contemplation of the salvific events of Christ's life, and their close association with the Virgin Mother." 

Litanies of the Blessed Virgin Mary  -  These consist of a long series of invocations to Our Lady, which follow in a uniform rhythm, 
thereby creating a stream of prayer characterized by insistent praise and supplication. 

Consecration and Entrustment to Mary  -  The Roman Pontiffs have frequently expressed appreciation for the pious practice of 
"consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary" and the formulas publicly used by them are well known.  Louis Grignon de Montfort is one 
of the great masters of the spirituality underlying the act of "consecration to Mary". He "proposed to the faithful consecration to Jesus 
through Mary, as an effective way of living out their baptismal commitment." 

The Brown Scapular and other Scapulars  -  The scapular is an external sign of the filial relationship established between the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother and Queen of Mount Carmel, and the faithful who entrust themselves totally to her protection, who have 
recourse to her maternal intercession, who are mindful of the primacy of the spiritual life and the need for prayer. 

Medals  -  These are witnesses of faith and a sign of veneration of the Holy Mother of God, as well as of trust in her maternal 
protection.  The Church blesses such objects of Marian devotion in the belief that "they help to remind the faithful of the love of God, 
and to increase trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary." 

The "Akathistos" -  Hymn  In the Byzantine tradition, one of the oldest and most revered expressions of Marian devotion is the 
hymn of the "Akathistos" — meaning the hymn sung while standing. It is a literary and theological masterpiece, encapsulating in the 
form of a prayer, the universally held Marian belief of the primitive Church. 

Excepted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 

 
Excerpt from Catholic Culture at https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/05_1.cfm 
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PRAYERS & PRAISES FOR THE MONTH 
 

• Praise for the newly professed Fraternity members! 
• Praise for continued distribution of the vaccine and the 

downward trend of the virus. 
• For all the incarcerated at the Federal women’s prison in Ft. 

Worth and a return to religious programming in the near 
future. 

• Prayers for the Catholic Chaplain at FMC Carswell prison. 
• Jean Cate requests prayers for Jenine and Harold Haynes and 

Mrs. Mickey Parson who are in need of prayers for medical 
issues.   

• For Rena’s granddaughter in need of prayers for her health 
and for her continued success in her education goals. 

• For Jackie’s grandsons in NC, that they will return to CCD 
classes in the near future to continue their education in the 
Catholic Church. 

• For Bob and Karen’s son who is a first responder fire fighter, 
that God keep him safe from the virus. 

• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from 
conception to natural death. 

• For Jim and Mary Lundschen. 
• For healing for Deacon Frank McCormick, for Kathy McCormick and 

the rest of the McCormick family. 
• Carmine and Lucy's daughter Jennifer Wade who is experiencing 

personal struggles and that the Lord will guide her during this 
difficult time and for their grandson Jonah who has Covid. 

• Continued prayers for Deborah's daughter Nikale, who is suffering 
from possible side-effects of covid and a thanksgiving for some 
improvements.   

• Ramsie has requested prayers for all the brothers & sisters in the 
Franciscan Community 

• Praise and Thanksgiving to the Lord for all our answered prayers 
and to all those who interceded for our prayer intentions. 
 

I greet you, Lady, Holy Queen, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Virgin who became the Church, chosen by the 
most holy Father of Heaven; consecrated to holiness through His most holy and beloved Son and the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter. In you was and is the whole fullness of grace and everything that is good.  
                                                                                                                                                                          - St. Francis of Assisi 

HOLY FATHER’S 

INTENTIONS 
The World of Finance:   

Let us pray that those in charge 

of finance will work with 

governments to regulate the 

financial sphere and protect 

citizens from its dangers. 
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Franciscan Calendar – May – The Month of Mary 
01. Saint Joseph the Worker 
02. Saint Athanasius 
03. Saints Philip & James 
04. Blessed Michael Giedroyc  

Formation Meeting – Candidates – Grp 01 (SFC) 
05. Saint Hilary of Arles 
06. Saints Marian & James  
07. Saint Rose Venerini 
08. Saint Peter of Tarentaise 

Formation Meeting – Candidates – Grp 02 (SFV) 
09. Saint John of Avila 

Mother’s Day – Thank you to all mothers!! 
10. Saint Damien de Veuster of Moloka’i  
11. Saint Ignatius of Laconi 
12. Saint Nereus & Achilleus 
13. Our Lady of Fatima 
14. Saint Matthias 
15. Saint Isidore the Farmer 
16. Saint Margaret of Cortona 

The Ascension of the Lord 

Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 
17. Saint Paschal Baylon  
18. Saint John I 
19. Saint Theophilus of Corte  
20. Saint Bernardine of Siena 
21. Saint Cristóbal Magallanes & Companions 
22. Saint Rita of Casia  
23. Saint Gregory VII 

Pentecost Sunday 

Cell Meeting – Granbury - SFC @ 3 pm 
24. Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi 
25. Saint Bede the Venerable 
26. Saint Philip Neri  
27. Saint Augustine of Canterbury  
28. Venerable Pierre Toussaint 
29. Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat 
30. Saint Joan of Arc 
31. Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 

 
 

CANDIDATES (GROUP #1) 

Franciscan Journey book - 

Chapter 31 – Granbury – May 

4 @ SFC. 
  
 

CANDIDATES (GROUP #2) 

Franciscan Journey book - 

Chapter 20 – Zoom – May 8 @ 

10 am. 

 

 

FRATERNITY FORMATION 

Mary 101 - Fr Donald Calloway 
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