
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
“Through Mary Immaculate to 
Jesus: that is our watchword. 
The more you spread 
veneration and love for the 
Immaculata the more souls 
you win over to her, and, 
through her, to the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, who 
loved us unto death on the 
Cross.” 

– St. Maximilian Kolbe 
 

ST. CLARE SECULAR FRANCISCAN FRATERNITY, CROWLEY, TEXAS       

JULY 2021       
 

PRECIOUS BLOOD 
OF JESUS 

Minister’s Message  ~ Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 
“As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers 
and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people 
as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ. 
 
A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal 
basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create 
conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.” 
 
The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order, Chapter II #13 
 
As I reflect on this rule I keep going back to the inclusive word “all” and the phrase “all 
people”.  As Secular Franciscans, we are called to accept “all people” as a gift of the Lord 
and an image of Christ.  Too often it is easy for me/us to insert my/our own phrase 
“except those who…”.  Except those who have: done me harm, hurt a member of my 
family, lied to me, judged me, ridiculed me.  Except those who have: a different religion 
than me, a different sexual orientation than me.  Except those who “(insert phrase)”– the 
list can become endless.  While not easy, we as Franciscans and children of God are 
instructed by Jesus to “Love your neighbor as yourself”.  When asked “who is my 
neighbor?”, Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  So we need to ask ourselves 
“who is my neighbor and how can I help them?”. 
 
The hot topic of “Immigration” continues to be of great concern even as it has for the past 
few years.  It is definitely a prickly subject as our government deals with the overwhelming 
migration of people crossing our borders.  Do we as a nation have a right to protect our 
borders and have a legal process for allowing immigrants into our country?  Absolutely.   
 
As a Franciscan following Francis in the footsteps of Christ, should I/we be just as 
concerned with the humanitarian treatment of individuals in need?  If so, what can I/we 
do to help?  As a Region we continue to look for opportunities to provide assistance where 
needed.  However, it is also the responsibility of each local Fraternity to be aware of those 
in need in our community.  May we be open to doing the will of God in our lives.  
 
Pax et bonum 
Carmine 
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FOCUS FOR THE MONTH 
 
The Precious Blood of Our Lord was 
shed on the Cross; by It Our Lord won 
all the graces necessary for the 
salvation of every human being. We 
simply need to grasp these graces and 
apply them to ourselves and others. 
The Precious Blood is a flowing 
Fountain of spiritual gifts that will 
never run dry. 
 
Our Lord told Sister Mary of St. Peter: 
"Ask My Father for as many souls as I 
shed drops of Blood during My 
Passion." By asking for the Precious 
Blood to be poured out on souls we 
prevent Its being, as it were, spilled 
out on the ground in vain. In His 
mysterious Providence God has put 
the salvation of others in our hands: 
we must ask for it and ask fervently 
and often. 
 
One of the best means of participating in the graces and blessings of the 
Precious Blood is to offer It to the Eternal Father. "An offering," says 
Father Faber, is "more than a prayer." In prayer, we are the recipients, but 
when we make an offering, God vouchsafes to accept something from us. 
St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, when in ecstasy, once exclaimed: "Every time 
a creature offers up the Blood by which he was redeemed, he offers a gift of 
infinite worth, which can be equaled by no other." God revealed the 
practice of making this offering to this Saintly Carmelite nun when He 
complained to her that so little effort is made in this world to disarm His 
Divine justice against sinners. Acting upon this admonition, she daily 
offered the Precious Blood fifty times for the living and the dead. She did 
this with so much fervor that God showed her on different occasions the 
numerous souls who had thereby been converted or delivered from 
Purgatory. 
 
At another time when St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi was in ecstasy, she saw 
all the holy patrons of the city of Florence [accompanied by innumerable 
other saints], before the throne of God interceding for sinners. Their 
petitions, however, remained unanswered. Then the guardian Angels of 
the poor sinners approached, but their prayers likewise remained 
unheard. Next came the multitudes of the blessed to make intercession for 
the guilty souls. While imploring God's mercy, they were intent at the 
same time upon offering to the Eternal Father the Precious Blood, and on 
account of the merits of the Divine Blood, their petitions were granted. 
Ought not these examples incite us to offer the Precious Blood frequently 
during the day? 
 
Excerpt http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm 

Franciscan Connections 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS - REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 
  

INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 
http://www.ciofs.org/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
general-constitutions-of-the-secular-

franciscan-order-2000/ 
  

NAFRA STATUTES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/OFS_Nationa
l_Statutes_FINAL_07_24_13_OFS_withSi

gnatures.pdf 
  

NAFRA GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA (WINTER 2019) 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19
.pdf 

 
RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  

FRANCISCAN  ORDER 
http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-

content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secular
_Franciscan_Order.pdf 

 
THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 

https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 

 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Tau_USA_099_win_19.pdf
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                evotion to the Precious Blood is not a spiritual 
               option, it is a spiritual obligation, and that not 
only for priests, but for every follower of Christ. I really 
believe that one of the symptoms of modern society 
(and I would even include, sadly, modern Catholic 
society) one of the symptoms of a growing, gnawing 
secularism is the lessening and the weakening of 
devotion to the Precious Blood.  

Devotion, as we know, is a composite of three 
elements: It is first- veneration, it is secondly- 
invocation, and it is thirdly- imitation. In other words, 
devotion to the Precious Blood of Christ, the Lamb of 
God who was slain, is first of all to be veneration on our 
part, which is a composite of knowledge, love and 
adoration. We are to study to come to a deeper 
understanding of what those two casual words, Precious 
Blood, really mean. 

I found this passage in the oldest document, outside 
of sacred scripture, from the first century of the Christian 
era – to be exact, from Pope St. Clement I, dated about 
96 A.D. Says Pope Clement: "Let us fix our gaze on the 
Blood of Christ and realize how truly precious It is, 
seeing that it was poured out for our salvation and 

brought the grace of conversion to the whole world." 
To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood we must get some comprehension of the gravity of sin, of 

the awfulness of offending God, because it required the Blood of the Son of God to forgive that sin. We are living 
in an age in which to sin has become fashionable. 

This veneration of the Precious Blood, which is the first element in our devotion to the Precious Blood means 
that we have a deep sensitivity to the awfulness of sin. Sin must be terrible. It must be awful. It must be the most 
dreadful thing in the universe. Why? Because it cost the living God in human form the shedding of His Blood.   
 
Lord Jesus, You became Man in order by your Passion and Death and the draining of your Blood on the Cross, 
might prove to us how much You, our God, love us. Protect us, dear Jesus, from ever running away from the 
sight of blood. Strengthen our weak human wills so that we will not only not run away from the cross, but 
welcome every opportunity to shed our blood in spirit in union with your Precious Blood, so that, dying to 
ourselves in time we might live with You in Eternity. Amen 
 
Excerpted from The Precious Blood of Christ, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. 
Excerpt https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm  
 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/07_1.cfm
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The Holy Father's Intentions  
for the Month of July 2021 

Social Friendship: We pray that, in social, economic and political 
situations of conflict, we may be courageous and passionate architects 
of dialogue and friendship. 

Precious Blood Offering 

ETERNAL Father, I offer Thee the most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, in 
satisfaction for my sins, in supplication for the holy souls in Purgatory and for 
the needs of Holy Church [especially for the soul of (Name)].   
----  The Raccolta, 188 

 In order to obtain special graces through the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, 
let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to offer It in our stead. This advice is given 
us by many devout servants of God, in particular by St. John Vianney [the Cure 
of Ars] who says that this is the best method of prayer. He furthermore adds, 
"My children, mark this well: whenever I obtained some grace, it was obtained 
in this manner, which I never found to fail." 

We can make this offering many times a day. We can use these words of the 
Marian Offering of the Precious Blood: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt: http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm  

Marian Offering of the  
Precious Blood 

IMMACULATE Heart of Mary, do thou 
offer to the Eternal Father the 
Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the conversion of sinners, 
especially [Name]. 

In the life of St. Dominic we read that 
on one occasion when he was 
preaching about the veneration of 
Mary, he saw the Blessed Virgin 
sprinkling his devout hearers with the 
Blood of her Divine Son. Once while 
the Saint was celebrating Mass, three 
hundred persons, among them the 
king and queen, saw the Mother of 
God, at the elevation of the chalice, 
pouring the Precious Blood over all 
present and over the whole Church.  

     Let us, particularly during Holy 
Mass, beseech Mary to offer to the 
Eternal Father the Blood of her Son in 
the chalice, for the holy Catholic 
Church, for the conversion of sinners, 
for the souls in Purgatory and for our 
various needs. We may enumerate 
them to her with full confidence, and 
the greater their number, the better 
will she be pleased. That which we 
offer to God in Holy Mass is of 
infinitely greater value than the gifts 
for which we ask. God remains our 
debtor, as it were, so great is the value 
of the Precious Blood. 

  St. Gertrude's writings are replete 
with most beautiful sentiments 
concerning the Precious Blood. To St. 
Mechtilde Our Lord once revealed 
Himself on the altar, with hands 
extended and Blood streaming from 
His Wounds: 

"I show these bleeding Wounds to My 
Father," He said, "to appease His 
wrath. He pardons when He sees the 
Blood."  

http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/souls9-2.htm
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Why the Immaculate Heart follows the Sacred Heart,  
and what that means for us – Meg Hunter-Kilmer 

 
When we meditate on the Sacred Heart, pondering the depth of God’s love for us, we need to 
contemplate the Immaculate Heart as well. 
 
The Friday following the Sunday following the Thursday following Trinity Sunday is a great solemnity in our 
Church, its date easier to remember now that we have Instagram and Facebook feeds filled with images of the 
Sacred Heart on that moveable feast. On the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, we contemplate the pierced heart 
of Christ burning with love for his people, surrounded by a crown of thorns as he continues to suffer for love of 
us. 
 
The following day (June 9, this year) is the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. These two celebrations 
always come back to back, with nothing separating the heart of Jesus from the heart of his mother. Their hearts 
were united from the moment the divine heart began to beat in his mother’s womb, nestled below her virginal 
heart. They were united in suffering on Calvary, united in exultation on Easter, and united in eternity when God 
raised his mother’s heart into heaven to beat alongside his. 
 
So when we meditate on the Sacred Heart, pondering the depth of God’s love for us, we need to contemplate 
the Immaculate Heart as well to see the response we’re invited to make with our lives.  
In images of the Immaculate Heart, Mary’s heart is shown outside her body, as she gestures to it. Mary’s heart is 
entirely given over to the Lord, in love of him and of his people. Her heart burns with love for God, a love that 
pours out to the billions of children she has been called to mother. When we look on the burning heart of Jesus, 
we remember that our God is a consuming fire (Heb 12:29), burning away our imperfections in the power of his 
love that will never be deterred. When we look on Mary’s heart, we long to love the Lord with the all-consuming 
intensity of Our Lady. We seek to look on our brothers and sisters with that love, one that manifests itself not in 
word or speech but in deed and truth (1 Jn 3:18). 
 
Next, our eyes travel to the crowns that surround the Sacred and Immaculate Hearts. Jesus’ is the same thorny 
crown pressed into his sinless brow, a sign of the pain and mockery he suffered on Calvary and suffers today. 
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This, too, speaks of his love for his people, that he would so gladly suffer indignity and torture to bring home one 
lost sheep. 
 
Mary’s heart, on the other hand, is wreathed in roses, a testimony to her purity. But roses have thorns, 
witnessing to the mortification required of anyone who seeks to imitate her purity. When held up against the 
backdrop of the crown of thorns, it’s easy to see how our small sufferings, when accepted for love of God, can 
be transformed into a thing of beauty. The Immaculate Heart, then, invites us to purity, mortification, and joy in 
our sacrifice. 
 
Finally, Jesus’ heart is scarred, sliced open where the soldier’s lance pierced him after he died. The 
Resurrection wasn’t a divine do-over, or his wounds would have been healed when he rose. And it wasn’t just as 
a sign to Thomas that he rose with holes; instead, each of us can take hope from his still-wounded body that our 
wounds can be not just erased but glorified. As Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father, he looks at the holes in 
his hands, of which Isaiah prophesied, “See, upon the palms of my hands I have written your name” (Is 49:16). 
Jesus looks at these wounds and rejoices that by them, we have been healed (Is 53:5). 
 
In Mary’s heart, there is a sword (or seven), in fulfillment of Simeon’s prophecy that a sword would pierce her 
heart. These swords represent the seven sorrows of Mary, the deep suffering that threatened to destroy her. 
More than the thorns of small sacrifices, these are the agonizing pains that we struggle under, the loss and 
loneliness and fear that leave us near despair. But in Mary’s heart, these swords, too, have been glorified. She 
doesn’t shriek in anguish, deny her suffering, or attempt to pry the swords out; she looks to her Son who 
suffered far more and unites her heart to his, offering him her pain. We, too, must acknowledge the deep pain in 

our lives, pain that sometimes comes directly from our 
decision to follow Jesus, and offer it to him, trusting 
that when we embrace our crosses, he can make us 
saints. 
 
In 1942, Pope Pius XII consecrated the entire world to 
Jesus through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Many 
individuals have done the same. As we celebrate her 
feast day today, let’s ask her once again to intercede 
that our hearts would be made more like hers in 
imitation of her Son. 

 
  

Meg Hunter-Kilmer writes for her blog, Held by His Pierced Hands, and travels around the 
country speaking to youth and adults and leading retreats and parish missions. 
 

Excerpt from Aleteia  https://aleteia.org/2018/06/09/why-the-immaculate-heart-follows-the-sacred-heart-and-what-that-

means-for-us/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_source=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=mail&utm_content=NL_en 

http://www.piercedhands.com/blog/
https://aleteia.org/2018/06/09/why-the-immaculate-heart-follows-the-sacred-heart-and-what-that-means-for-us/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_source=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=mail&utm_content=NL_en
https://aleteia.org/2018/06/09/why-the-immaculate-heart-follows-the-sacred-heart-and-what-that-means-for-us/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_source=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=mail&utm_content=NL_en
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PRAYERS & PRAISES FOR THE MONTH 
 

• For Gail and Deacon Craig’s granddaughter Jennifer and 
baby Kyle. 

• For prayers for Victoria Stafford, Deacon Rod McGuire, 
Clemente DeLa Cruz, Alvin and Jean Kelsey, Dayle Brewer, 
Grayson, Izzy and Jonah Wade . 

• For prayers for Bob & Celia’s Wittman’s daughter. 
• For prayers for healing: 

o Donna Blackwell for healing. 
o Patrick and Chelsea for healing and guidance. 
o For prayers for Silas and Eva for healing. 
o For Rena’s daughter for good health. 
o Karen Frank asks for prayers for Lisa, a young 

mother of 3.  She has advanced pancreatic cancer 
and support her family. 

o Candy Dench healing from her stroke and for the 
repose of the soul of her husband (deceased 6/11). 

o For Veronica Guerra for the healing of anemia and 
for her niece Ninfa for a safe and healthy pregnancy. 

• Repose of the souls of Tyrone Anderson and of Toni 
Hodges. 

• Prayers for Katie and Peter to come to Jesus. 
• For a safe trip to Madison and back. 
• For a friend of Jackie’s who had sudden hearing loss and 

that the cochlear implants will give her back her hearing. 
• Prayers for our nation – especially on the anniversary of our independence. 
• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception to natural death. 
• For all families to return to church and hear God’s call. 
• Father Fernando Preciado and all the priests of the diocese of Ft. Worth and Dallas. 
• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception to natural death. 
• Prayers for all bishops in America as they tackle preparing the document on the Meaning of the 

Eucharist in the Life of the Church. 
• Prayers for the end of the culture of death in the world. 
• Prayers for all fraternity members and their families – safe travels for those traveling. 
• Prayers for all to experience God and His majesty in a special way this month. 

 

"The most deadly poison of our time is indifference. And this happens although the praise of God 

should know no limits.  Let us strive, therefore, to praise him to the greatest extent of our powers." 

— St. Maximilian Kolbe 
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Franciscan Calendar – July – The Month of the Precious Blood 
01. Saint Junipero Serra 
02. Saint Oliver Plunkett 
03. Saint Thomas the Apostle 
04. Saint Elizabeth of Portugal 

July 4th – US Independence Day - Pray for our Nation 
05. Saint Anthony Zaccaria 
06. Saint Maria Goretti 
Formation Meeting – Candidate Group 01 - SFC 
07. Blessed Emmanuel Ruiz & Companions 
08. Saint Gregory Grassi & Companions 
09. Saint Augustine Zhao Rong & Companions 
10. Saint Veronica Giuliani 
Formation Meeting – Candidate Group 02 – Zoom Mtg @ 10 am 
11. Saint Benedict 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 1 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – Chapel @ 2 pm 
12. Saints John Jones & John Wall 
13. Saint Henry 
14. Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  
15. Saint Bonaventure 
16. Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
17. Saint Francis Solano 
18. Saint Camillus de Lellis 
19. Saint Mary MacKillop  
20. Saint Apollinaris  
21. Saint Lawrence of Brindisi 
22. Saint Mary Magdalene 
23. Saint Bridget of Sweden 
24. Saint Sharbel Makhluf 
25. Saint James the Apostle 
Granbury Cell Meeting – SFC @ 3 pm 
26. Saints Joachim & Anne 
27. Blessed Antonio Lucci  
28. Saint Leopold Mandic 
29. Saint Martha  
30. Saint Peter Chrysologus 
31. Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare Fraternity 
241 St. Clare Drive 

  Crowley, TX 76036 
http://www.stclareofs.com 

 
  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 

 
Minister: 

  Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

Vacant   
 

Vice Minister: 
Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 

chapmac7@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: 
Evelyn Leinan, OFS 

leinan@juno.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Joe Serrano, OFS 

jwelserrano@hotmail.com 
 

Formation Director: 
Bob Evart, OFS 

rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 

 

 
 

CANDIDATES GROUP I  
 Group I’s next formation class 

will be Tuesday July 6 at SFC - 

Chapter 33.  Note: profession 

interviews will be concurrent 

with the class meeting. 

 

CANDIDATES GROUP II 
Group II’s next formation class 

will be Saturday July 10 at 10 am 

via Zoom.  We will be covering 

Chapter 22. 

 

 

http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
mailto:leinan@juno.com
mailto:rjevart.ofs@gmail.com
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