
   
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Minister’s   
Message   
         ~ Carmine Esposito, OFS 

 
As we continue with our journey during 
Advent and our preparation for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus, I am always reminded of 
the first Nativity scene created by our 
brother Francis.   
 
Here is a story I found on the internet I 
thought you might enjoy.  May the joy of 
Christmas be with you not only this month 
but throughout the year! 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 
 

The Story of St. Francis of Assisi  
and the First Nativity Scene,  
as told by St. Bonaventure 

 
Dec 20, 2016 by Gretchen Filz 
 
Nativity scenes have been a popular Advent 
and Christmas decoration for centuries, 
and—like most things glorious, time-
honored, and holy—it originated with a 
Catholic saint. 

 
ST. FRANCIS' DEVOTION  

TO THE BABY JESUS 
 

St. Francis of Assisi had a special devotion 
to the Child Jesus, and he is credited with 
creating the first nativity scene on 
Christmas Eve of the year 1223. 
 

It is believed that St. Francis was first 
inspired by this idea after visiting the 
historical place of Christ's birth on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land—the humble 
stable in a Bethlehem cave. It is likely this 
event which deepened his devotion to 
the Child Jesus, who was born into the 
world in such poverty, humility, and 
simplicity. In fact, Francis founded his 
new religious Order to imitate these very 
virtues. 
 

 
 
THE FIRST NATIVITY SCENE 
 
St. Francis recreated the scene of Christ's 
birth in a special ritual and Mass he held 
inside of a cave in Greccio, Italy, inviting 
both his fellow friars and the 
townspeople to join in the celebration. 
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Later he told a friend why he desired to 
create the first nativity scene in his town: 
 
I want to do something that will recall 
the memory of that Child who was born 
in Bethlehem, to see with bodily eyes the 
inconveniences of his infancy, how he lay 
in the manger, and how the ox and ass 
stood by." 
 
He set up an empty manger (the feeding 
trough of farm animals which served as 
Jesus' crib) inside a cave, and even 
included a live ox and donkey beside the 
manger just as it was believed to have 
happened on that first Christmas night. 
Through these visual aids he wanted 
everyone to impress more deeply into 
their understanding how Christ came 
into the world in such poverty and 
simplicity. This was a typical perspective 
of St. Francis' unique charism of simple, 
poverty-centered spirituality. 
 
It is also said that St. Francis—who was 
radically devoted to the virtue of 
evangelical poverty—was inspired to 
recreate the original nativity scene to 
overcome the rampant greed and 
materialism prevalent at that time in 
Italy. 

<< CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >> 
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<< CONTINUED >> 
 

ST. BONAVENTURE TELLS THE STORY 
St. Bonaventure (1221 - 1274), a follower and contemporary of St. Francis, has 

given us a complete account of the night of the first live nativity scene: 
 
It happened in the third year before his death, that in order to excite the 

inhabitants of Greccio to commemorate the nativity of the Infant Jesus with great 
devotion, [St. Francis] determined to keep it with all possible solemnity; and lest 
he should be accused of lightness or novelty, he asked and obtained the 
permission of the sovereign Pontiff. Then he prepared a manger, and brought hay, 
and an ox and an ass to the place appointed. 

 
The brethren were summoned, the people ran together, the forest resounded 

with their voices, and that venerable night was made glorious by many and 
brilliant lights and sonorous psalms of praise." 

 
What a beautiful scene! Each time we meet at our churches for a nativity 

pageant or live nativity scene, or around a nativity decoration for a time of prayer, 
we are participating in a centuries-old Catholic tradition. 

 
St. Bonaventure goes on to talk about St. Francis of Assisi's personal devotion 

to the Baby Jesus that sparked this event: 
 

The man of God [St. Francis] stood before the manger, full of devotion and 
piety, bathed in tears and radiant with joy; the Holy Gospel was chanted by 
Francis, the Levite of Christ. Then he preached to the people around the nativity of 
the poor King; and being unable to utter His name for the tenderness of His love, 
He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem." 

 

Franciscan Connections 
 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS - REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  
INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.info/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-
of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
KEY DOCUMENTS OF THE ORDER & 

NATIONAL GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guidelines

-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA NEWSLETTER 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-

newsletter/  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secular_F

ranciscan_Order.pdf 
 

COMMISSION ON FRANCSICAN 
INTELLECTUAL-SPIRITUAL TRADITION 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/ 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
 

FRANCISCAN ACTION NETWORK 
https://franciscanaction.org/ 

 
FRANCISCAN MISSIONS 

https://franciscanmissions.org/ 

 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-bonaventure-c2095/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscanaction.org/
https://franciscanmissions.org/
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MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. "From all eternity 
God chose with infinite wisdom the woman who would 
be the Mother of His divine Son. To prepare for the 
Word Incarnate a spotless and holy tabernacle, God 
created Mary in grace and endowed her from the 
moment of her conception with all the perfections suited 
to her exalted dignity. St. Thomas teaches that through 
her intimacy with Christ, the principle of grace, she 
possessed beyond all creatures a fullness of divine life."  
— Liturgical Meditations, The Sisters of St. Dominic 
 
This feast invites us to meditate on the virtue of purity.  
"Mary alone — 'our tainted nature's solitary boast'— 
never saw her soul's purity darkened with the dust of 
any stain, nor did she see in any part of her triumphal 
course toward heaven any sin or trace of worldliness. By 
a unique and singular privilege from God she was 
preserved from original sin from the first moment of her 
Immaculate Conception; by another privilege derived 
from the first, the Lord did not permit her ever to be 
stained even with those unavoidable failings of human 
weakness."    
— Luis M. Martinez 
 
Novena of the Immaculate Conception 
      The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which is 
profoundly influential among the faithful, is an occasion 
for many displays of popular piety and especially for the 
novena of the Immaculate Conception. There can be no 
doubt that the feast of the pure and sinless Conception 
of the Virgin Mary, which is a fundamental preparation 
for the Lord's coming into the world, harmonizes 
perfectly with many of the salient themes of Advent. This 

feast also makes reference to the long messianic waiting 
for the Savior’s birth and recalls events and prophecies 
from the Old Testament, which are also used in the 
Liturgy of Advent.   
      The novena of the Immaculate Conception, 
wherever it is celebrated, should highlight the 
prophetical texts which begin with Genesis 3, 15, and 
end in Gabriel's salutation of the one who is "full of 
grace" (Lk 1, 31-33) — Directory on Popular Piety and 
the Liturgy. 

EXCERPTS FROM: 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overvie

ws/months/12_1.cfm     



 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2018-12-12     
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (DEC 12) 
 
In 1910 Our Lady of Guadalupe was declared Patroness of Latin America, 
and in 1945 Pope Pius XII declared Her to be the Empress of all the 
Americas. She appeared to an Indian convert named Juan Diego on 
December 9, 1531. She left a marvelous portrait of herself on the mantle of 
Juan Diego. This miraculous image has proved to be ageless, and is kept in 
the shrine built in her honor, the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
"Hear me and understand well, my son the least, that nothing should 
frighten or grieve you. Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that 
sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I not here, who is your 
Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am I not your health? Are you 
not happily within my fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be 
disturbed by anything."   — Our Lady to Juan Diego 
 
In the winter of 1531, a poor, 57-year-old Aztec Indian living five miles 
outside of Mexico City encountered a miraculous happening on his way to 
morning Mass. First he heard strange music coming from Tepeyac Hill, and 
then he heard a woman's voice calling his name. Juan Diego climbed the hill 
and encountered a young woman, appearing to be of his own people in 
physical appearance and dress. The woman identified herself as the Virgin 
Mary, and told Juan Diego to ask the bishop of Mexico City to build a church 
on the hill to assist in the conversion of the nation and be a source of 
consolation to the people. 

 
Juan Diego obeyed the request, but the bishop was skeptical regarding the message, even though he perceived that Juan 
was a humble, and well meaning Catholic. Juan reported the bishop's doubt to Our Lady at Tepeyac Hill, and she asked him 
to return to the bishop once again, bearing the same message. The bishop once again heard the story, and told Juan Diego 
to ask Our Lady for a sign that it was indeed herself that wished for the church to be built. 
 
When he returned to the hill, Mary gave Juan Diego such a sign. Miraculously, roses appeared on the hill in the middle of 
winter, and Juan gathered them in his tilma, or cloak. Our Lady arranged the roses in his tilma with her own hands, and Juan 
returned to the bishop's presence. When Juan released the tilma, allowing the flowers to fall to the floor, it was revealed 
that a miraculous image of Our Lady had imprinted itself on his tilma.  The bishop immediately fell to his knees, and came to 
believe in Juan Diego's message. A church was built on the spot of the apparition, as Mary had requested, and 8 million 
people converted to Catholicism in a short period of time upon hearing of or viewing the miraculous image of Our Lady. 
 
The tilma of Juan Diego has been the subject of much modern research. The tilma, woven out of coarse cactus fiber, should 
have disintegrated after 20 years, but although over 500 years have passed the tilma is still in perfect condition. The pupils 
of Mary in the picture reflect the Indians and clergy present at the time of the first revelation of the image. No paint was 
used, and chemical analysis has not been able to identify the color imprint. Additionally, studies have revealed that the stars 
on Mary's mantle match exactly what a Mexican would have seen in the sky in December of 1531. 
 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2018-12-12
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FRANCISCAN PEACE 
FR. MARIAN HABIG, O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN HERALD – DECEMBER 1925 
 

UMBLE and guileless shepherds 
receive Heaven's message of peace 
with exceeding joy, and hurry to 
Bethlehem's suburban cave, there to 
find a picture of peace and poverty, 

astounding the court of celestial spirits and 
thrilling the forlorn soul of man with renewed 
hope and life and happiness. 
      Twelve centuries 
elapse, and to Greccio's 
hillside hasten the 
simple and pious folk of 
its neighborhood to see 
it transformed into 
another Bethlehem. 
      Francis had been 
busy.  He had builded 
the first Christmas Crib. 
So enamored was he of 
that heavenly scene of 
peace and poverty, that 
he had it reproduced in 
a unique living tableau; 
he wished to see and 
enjoy it even with his 
bodily eyes.  And since 
that day, at each annual 
recurrence 
of the Feast of Peace, 
the Crib rejoices young 
and old, sinner and 
saint, driving rancor 
and dissatisfaction out 
of troubled hearts and 
filling human souls with 
peace and happiness. 
      Behold the Divine 
Teacher sitting on the 
Mount, surrounded by his Apostles and a 
multitude of people from heathenish lands as 
well as from the Jewish country. Listen to the 
words of wisdom and peace that fall from his 
sacred lips. He is propounding his sublime  

 
doctrine of peace and salvation; he is pointing 
out the way to true peace and blessedness. 
Francis receives his message in a new light. 
The first and seventh beatitudes are especially 
dear to him. For him they are closely 
interrelated: Poverty in spirit demands the 
spirit of peace, and peaceableness spells 
patience in poverty and trial. Hear his 
admirable exegesis of them, as found in his 
authentic writings:  
      "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of Heaven. Many there are who 
apply themselves to prayers and services, and 

fast, and afflict their 
bodies much, but 
are immediately 
scandalized and 
hurt at a single 
word which they 
feel as a personal 
slight, or at 
anything being 
taken way from 
them. These are not 
truly poor in spirit, 
for he who is truly 
poor in spirit hates 
himself and loves 
those who smite 
him on the cheek." 
      Then he goes 
on to explain the 
seventh beatitude 
as follows:  
"Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for 
they shall be called 
children of God. 
They are truly 
peacemakers who 
in all the things 
they suffer in this 
world for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus 

Christ keep peace in mind and body."  
      Again, when our Lord sends out his 
seventy-two disciples to prepare the hearts of 
men for his own preaching of peace, he  
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admonishes then, saying: "Go.  Behold I send 
you as lambs among· wolves.  Carry neither 
purse, nor scrip, nor shoes.  Into whatsoever 
house you enter, first say: Peace be to this 
house.  And if the son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it shall 
return to you." Francis hears the word and 
follows it.  In the rule which he gives to his 
Little Brothers, he makes use of the very 
words of Jesus: "Into whatsoever house they 
may enter, let them first say: Peace be to this 
house!"  
      The King of Peace has risen from the 
tomb. The disciples, however, are gathered 
together behind bolted doors for fear of the 
Jews.  Of a sudden the Master stands in their 
midst and says to them: "Peace be to you!" 
And the disciples are glad.  Then Jesus repeats 
the reassuring words: "Peace be to you!" and 
breathes on them the power to forgive sins, 
the power to reconcile man with God, the 
power to establish the peace he has made 
possible.  But Thomas, one of the twelve, was 
absent and doubted.  The Good Shepherd 
must not lose this straying sheep. After eight 
days he reappears in their midst despite the 
closed doors and again greets them all: "Peace 
be to you!"  
      The Savior's greeting re-echoes in Francis' 
heart, and he makes it his own and that of his 
brethren.  In the Mirror of Perfection, we read 
that one clay one of the first twelve brethren 
was out walking with Father Francis and 
"greeted the men and women on the way and 
those that were in the fields, saying: The Lord 
give you peace." It was a strange greeting for 
people accustomed to words of war and hate; 
and they wondered greatly at it.  It was a mild 
and gentle reproof for people intent on 
retaliation and self-aggrandizement; and they 
resented it.  So, the brother begged Francis for 
another salutation, but he would not change it. 
      For, as he tells the Lesser Brethren in his 
Testament: "The Lord revealed to me this 
salutation, that we should say: The Lord give 
thee peace!" It was, therefore, to be a 
distinctively Franciscan greeting. And 
eventually it was to melt the icy casings of  

 
human hearts and find responsive chords. 
      Francis himself chose it as the favorite 
theme of his discourses.  The Seraphic Doctor 
informs us in his Life of St. Francis that this 
herald of peace was wont to commence his 
sermons with the words: Dominus det vobis 
pacem!  May the Lord grant you peace!  And 
Celano declares in his First Life of St. Francis: 
"As a valiant knight of Christ, Francis went 
about the cities and fortresses proclaiming the 
kingdom of God, preaching peace, teaching 
salvation and repentance for the remission of 
sins."  
      So, too, he wished his brethren to act.  In 
the first rule he recommends for their use this 
exhortation: "Repent ye, and bring forth 
worthy fruits of repentance ... Forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven; and if ye forgive not, the 
Lord will not forgive your sins." And in his 
writings, we find St. Francis giving to the friars 
this commission: "In God's name, go on your 
way two and two, humbly and virtuously. . . 
Proclaim peace to all, saying: The Lord give 
thee peace!  But as ye proclaim peace with 
your mouth, so have it yet more in your heart.  
Let none through you be moved to wrath or 
scandal but let all be moved by your 
gentleness to peace, kindness and concord." 
      When Bother Leo, "the little sheep of 
God," was sorely tempted, Francis wrote for 
him in his own handwriting the benediction 
which Aaron and his sons had been 
commanded to employ in blessing the children 
of Israel.  Not only did it deliver Brother Leo 
from his temptation, but also, as Celano says 
in his Second Life of St. Francis, it "afterwards 
wrought wondrous things"; and so, it became 
justly famous as the Blessing of St. Francis. 
That blessing also contains the Franciscan 
greeting. It concludes with the words: "May 
the Lord turn his countenance to thee and give 
thee peace!" 
 
 
 



 

Excerpts from Haase, Albert. Soul Training with the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis (Chapter 4; pp. 60-61).  
Franciscan Media. 
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The Art and  
Heart of Forgiveness 

Fr. Albert Haase, OFM 
Franciscan Media 

Soul Training with the Peace Prayer 
of Saint Francis 

 
Selections from Chapter 4: 

Where There Is Injury, Pardon; 
It Is in Pardoning that We Are Pardoned 

 
Forgiveness makes a lot of practical sense, 

doesn’t it?  It takes a lot of emotional energy to 
keep a grudge alive, to stoke the fires of 
resentment, to hang on to a hurt. According to 
the Mayo Clinic’s website, people who nurse 
anger, harbor animosity, and refuse to forgive 
bring these negative emotions into every 
relationship and new experience, thus 
experiencing people and events through a 
distorted filter.  Some people become so 
absorbed in their injury that they are blind and 
deaf to the sights and sounds of the present 
moment…..  

People who choose pardon and forgiveness, 
on the other hand, have healthier relationships, 
improved mental health, fewer symptoms of 
depression, and higher self-esteem.  Their levels 
 

 
 of stress and anxiety are reduced. They don’t 
struggle with sudden angry outbursts or wrongly 
targeted hostility….. With these physical and 
emotional benefits, why would any of us choose 
to be unforgiving? The answer is simple: The 
human heart is fickle and duplicitous. Being 
fashioned into the Lord and Divine Master’s 
instrument of peace means going against and 
moving beyond the ego’s centripetal self-
centeredness and selfishness. It requires training 
the soul in the art and heart of forgiveness. …. a 
learned process that is fraught with 
complexity…. Though it can be taught … each 
of us comes to it in our own way, in our own 
time.  

Even after a pardon has been offered, the 
temptation to revert 
back to serving the 
servant by holding 
on to a grudge and 
fueling resentment 
can remain.  
 
This book is available 
through Franciscan 
Media and other 
outlets such as 
Amazon.   
ISBN 9781632533494 
or  
ISBN 9781632533500 
(epub) 
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WHAT GIFT WILL YOU GIVE THE  
BABY JESUS THIS YEAR? 

 
With all the merriment that the holidays bring, our thoughts revolve 
around what to get our families, friends, or others less fortunate in our 
communities and we often forget to leave a present for the Baby Jesus.   
 
The Maji were said to have brought him gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
These three gifts had a spiritual meaning: gold as a symbol of kingship 
on earth, frankincense (an incense) as a symbol of deity, and myrrh (an 
embalming oil) as a symbol of death.  Sometimes these items are 
described more generally as gold symbolizing virtue, frankincense 
symbolizing prayer, and myrrh symbolizing suffering. 
 
So, what would be something we could give Jesus?  You can look this 
up on the internet and find many suggestions.  As mentioned in the 
excerpt from Fr. Albert’s book – Soul Training with the Peace Prayer of 
Saint Francis, Fr. Albert talked about the “art and heart of forgiveness”.   
What a great gift it would be to give our Lord forgiveness of others. 
 
We tend to think of this more during the season of Lent when we 

reflect upon Jesus’ sufferings for us.   But this also is an appropriate time, even though in today’s world, the 
imagery of Christmas tends to be around Santa and his “big bag” of goodies.   So, let’s key on the words “big 
bag”.  Santa’s bag is large, and it carries lots of things in it.  This can also be synonymous with the baggage we all 
carry around with us daily.  One of those big items in our bag is carrying around unforgiveness. 
 
So, this year how about we give the Baby Jesus and ourselves a present?  Let’s choose to forgive someone who 
has hurt us in some way.   Maybe we can write these hurts down if it helps – make a list like Santa does – 
checking it twice – we’ll be listing all those that aren’t nice!  Now take that list and all the feelings, emotions, 
the hurts, the pains, the betrayals, the insults, the belittling – anything and everything that this person has done 
to hurt you – and give it to Jesus as a present. 
 
Fr. Albert mentions that this process can be “fraught with complexity” and we can even revert back, but if we 
never try – we may never get rid of the baggage.  So, remember what our Lord said, 
 

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon  
you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” Matthew 11:28-30 

 

God bless. 
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• For Brother Ed Arambasich, OFM – cancer healing. 
• For Jennifer and Randy on their new marriage. 
• For Baby Mavis, Nikale, Vicky Stafford, Jean Kelsey, Charlie 

and Marilyn Chase. 
• For repose of soul of Randy Miller. 
• For Johnny Allen - an employee at St. Francis Village who 

has cancer. 
• For Rena's granddaughters Caroline and Annabel. 
• For all the healthcare workers and all those on the front 

line who are having to deal with Covid, staff shortages, and 
lack of hospital beds. Help give them strength and bless 
their efforts. 

• For all those who are going through family turmoil, 
struggles, and hardships that they may find strength by 
turning to God. 

• For all parents that they will teach their children how to 
pray, take them to church and raise them to love and honor God. 

• For peace in our country and around the world, help all people to respect and help one another. 
• For our military and our law enforcement officers that the Lord will protect them as they exercise their 

daily duties. 
• For Baby Kyle for his second surgery and recovery and for his mother Jennifer. 
• For Stephen Ward – cancer healing; for Ann Jennings - healing and 

recovery from a fall.  
• For Incarnate Word Sister Mary Paul for an immune disorder; for 

Candy Dench - recovery from stroke. 
• V. Guerra – immune system healing.N. Guerra – for a safe and 

healthy pregnancy. 
• Prayers for Diane Klein and her husband, Joe Serrano, Carol Lieser, 

Gail McAlister, Fr. Bart, Brennan and his deployment, Debbie Biles 
who has breast cancer and has begun her chemo treatments. 

• For strength to those in Haiti, Afghanistan, Africa, and other places 
in our world undergoing crisis or persecution – to maintain 
through the battle. 

• For those who have Covid or another illness – that our Lord’s 
healing hand may be upon them. 

• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception 
to natural death. 

• For all families to return to church and hear God’s call. 
• For the intentions of all the fraternity members and their families 

not mentioned on this list. 
• Praises of gratitude for all we have received and will receive. 
• Praises to the Holy Trinity – Father – Son & Holy Spirit – for the gift 

of life.           
 

THE HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS  
FOR THE MONTH OF  

DECEMBER 2021 
Catechists: 

Let us pray for the catechists, 

summoned to announce the Word of 

God: may they be its witnesses, with 

courage and creativity and in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Franciscan Calendar – December/Advent/Christmas 
 
01. Blessed Charles de Foucald 
02. Blessed Rafal Chylinski 
03. Saint Francis Xavier 
04. Saint John Damascene 
05. Saint Sabas 
06. Saint Nicholas  
07. Saint Ambrose 
08. Solemnity of Immaculate Conception 
09. Saint Juan Diego 
10. Blessed Adolph Kopling 
11. Saint Damaus I 
Formation Meeting – via Zoom @ 10 am 
12. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting/Formation – Chapel @ 2 pm  
13. Saint Lucy 
14. Saint John of the Cross 
15. Blessed Mary Frances Schervier 
16. Blessed Honoratus Kozminski 
17. Saint Hildegard of Bingen 
18. Blessed Anthony Grassi 
19. Blessed Pope Urban V 
20. Saint Dominic of Silos 
21. Saint Peter Canisius 
22. Blessed Jacopone da Todi 
23. Saint John of Kanty 
24. Christmas at Greccio 
25. Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
26. Saint Stephen 
27. Saint John the Apostle 
28. Holy Innocents 
29. Saint Thomas Becket 
30. Saint Egwin 
31. Saint Sylvester I 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare Fraternity 
241 St. Clare Drive 

  Crowley, TX 76036 
http://www.stclareofs.com 

st.clare.ofs@gmail.com  
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
Minister: 

  Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

Vacant   
 

Vice Minister: 
Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 

chapmac7@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: 
Evelyn Leinan, OFS 

leinan@juno.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Joe Serrano, OFS 

jwelserrano@hotmail.com 
 

Formation Director: 
Bob Evart, OFS 

rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 

FORMATION 
CANDIDATES GROUP 

Group’s next formation 

class will be Saturday 

December 11 at 10 am via 

Zoom.  We will be covering 

Chapter 27 of the Journey. 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 
Lucy Esposito - Dec. 3 
Jackie Barry - Dec. 25 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-catherine-of-alexandria/
http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:st.clare.ofs@gmail.com
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
mailto:leinan@juno.com
mailto:rjevart.ofs@gmail.com
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