
   
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Minister’s Message
           ~ Carmine Esposito, OFS 

 
Since Pentecost Sunday is the first 
Sunday of June, I wanted to find 
something related to St. Francis and the 
Holy Spirit.  Below is an article I found 
online by Dr. Taylor Marshall.   
 

 
 
So-called spiritual gurus of every age 
promote techniques by which a person 
becomes “spiritual.” Contrast this to the 
perennial wisdom of Saint Francis. One 
acquires the Holy Spirit, says holy 
Francis, not by techniques but by simple 
consistency in penance, prayer, alms, 
purity, and charity. Such persons will 
gain the Holy Spirit “permanently.” Is 
this not that for which we long? Here 
are Saint Francis’ words on the subject: 

 
“Furthermore,  
• Let us produce worthy fruits of 

penance.  
• Let us also love our neighbors as 

ourselves.  
• Let us have charity and humility.  
• Let us give alms because these cleanse 

our souls from the stains of sin. 
  

   Men lose all the material things they 
leave behind them in this world, but 
they carry with them the reward of 
their charity and the alms they give.  
   For these they will receive from the 
Lord the reward and recompense they 
deserve.  
   We must not be wise and prudent 
according to the flesh. Rather we must 
be simple, humble, and pure.  
   We should never desire to be over 
others.  
   Instead, we ought to be servants who 
are submissive to every human being 
for God’s sake.  
 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on all 
who live in this way and persevere in it 
to the end.  
 
He will permanently dwell in them.  
 
They will be the Father’s children who 
do his work. They are the spouses, 
brothers, and mothers of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
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St Margaret Mary Alacoque once asked 
which saint besides the Immaculate 
Mary in Heaven was the closest and 
most devoted to the Sacred Heart of 
Christ our Lord. God revealed that it 
was Saint Francis.  St Maximilian Kolbe 
concluded from this that Francis is the 
closest to the Sacred Heart because he 
is the saint most like the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.   My suspicion is that this is so 
because Mary is the humblest creature 
ever created and Saint Francis also 
sought this special gift of humility. 
 

Immaculate Conception, pray for us. 
Pax et Bonum 

Carmine 

 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-NFJFFzRbDJ0/TonP5c6Ji_I/AAAAAAAABAQ/jTOLywy2hLE/s1600/francis_stigmata_large.jpg
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JUNE 2022 FOCUS – JPIC 
JUSTICE – PEACE – INTEGRITY OF CREATION 

 
I was going to focus this month on a different topic as there is so much happening liturgically 

this month.  We have Pentecost, Solemnities of Sacred Heart, Immaculate and other special 
memorials.  We also have Father’s Day (Happy Father’s Day to all our human fathers and especially 
to God the Father).  Then we have graduations of all kinds these days – not just high school and 
college – but we now have to include pre-school and other grade school grades.  We just attended 
our oldest grand-daughter’s graduation from pre-school to kindergarten in May. 

 
All of these occasions and our dire need to get back into the world – maybe on vacation or 

something to get away from everything that started with Covid in 2020.  So, June could also be 
considered a month of relaxation, of getting away or on an adventure.  I had hoped to introduce 
some new items and will probably do so at our next fraternity formation, but May 2022 has shown 
us the need to reassess – to re-evaluate what JPIC is to us. 

 
JPIC is a combination of each word.  They are all really one thing – one word – they combine to 

create a goal – a model – a hope – a destination – however you define it – it is a way of life.  From 
Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel. 

 
2022 has brought forth from within our humanity a number of tragedies.  People now are 

seeming to seek out the extremes on either side to deal with these tragedies. Mindful thought, 
discussion and especially reason are not even considered by many.  We as Franciscans, have a 
perfect example of negotiation in our history – especially from our father Francis.  The example 
Francis set when he went and saw the sultan. 

 
What can we as Franciscans do – can be summed up in National’s Mission Statement for JPIC: 
 
The mission of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation is to assist the professed Secular 

Franciscans as they reflect on their relationship with God as manifested in the fruits of conversion 
in their lives. This with special regard to the daily choices made in the areas of justice, peace 
making and respect for all created things and people; as brothers and sisters of penance, bringing 
life to the Gospel and the Gospel to Life. 

 
From Our Rule of Life 
Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out 

ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed 
in everyone and in the transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every 
circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others. (Article 19) 

 
Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony 

of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field of public life, they 
should make definite choices in harmony with their faith. (Article 15) 

 
In the tumultuous days – don’t forget to take a moment and “breathe”.  ~ God bless. 
 
Excerpt: https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/jpic/ 

Franciscan 
Connections 

 
NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 
  

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS - REGIONAL 
http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  
INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.info/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
KEY DOCUMENTS OF THE ORDER & 

NATIONAL GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA NEWSLETTER 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau

-usa-newsletter/  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secul

ar_Franciscan_Order.pdf 
 

COMMISSION ON FRANCSICAN 
INTELLECTUAL-SPIRITUAL TRADITION 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/ 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
 

 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Spiritual Assistant’s Letter  
~ Carol Lieser OFS - June 2022 

 

A blessed Feast of Pentecost to all 
Happy Father’s Day to all Dads. 

The birthday of the Church is honored on June 5.  The 
meditation of this month’s letter is on the Pentecost. Let us 
rejoice in the descent of the Holy Spirit and the continued 
gift of the guiding presence of the Spirit as a perpetual aid 
to each one of us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Yet, we must not forget the beautiful call of all Fathers who 
have such a formative role for their children and families. 
On June 19, honor your dads, those spiritual fathers in the 
priesthood and our biological dads, with prayers and 
thanksgiving for their love and protection.  

   I came across this beautiful prayer, and I hope, as 
Franciscans, it will be speak to your hearts and hold a place 
in your prayer, especially in this month of June. It is 
entitled: Humble Handmaid.  

Holy Spirit, Inspire in me 
What I should think, What I should say, 

What I should leave unsaid, 
What I should write, What I should do 

And how I should act 
To bring about the good of souls, 

The fulfillment of my mission, 
And the triumph of the Kingdom of Christ. 

Amen 

On this Feast of Pentecost, let us meditate on these words 
from Saint Bonaventure’s “Tree of Life,” 40: 
 
“When seven weeks had passed since the resurrection, on  

 
the fiftieth day, ‘when the disciples were gathered in one 
place with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a violent 
wind blowing’ (Acts 1:14, 2:1). The Spirit descended. . . ‘and 
appeared in the form of tongues of fire. . . . They were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
languages’ (Acts 2:4), as the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
dictated, who taught them all truth and inflamed them with 
all love. . . ."  
 
"Purified, illumined, and perfected by the power of the 
same Holy Spirit, the Church becomes lovable to her 
Spouse. . . In this holy Church, which through the wonderful 
work of the Holy Spirit is diversified in a variety of forms 
throughout the world and yet is united in a single whole, 
there presides one High Priest, Christ, as supreme Hierarch. 
With a wonderful order, he dispenses offices in the Church 
and distributes charismatic gifts. For ‘he himself gave some 
as apostles, some as prophets, others again as evangelists, 
others as pastors and teachers in order to perfect the saints 
and to build up the body of Christ’ (Eph 4:11-12)." 
 
"So the patriarchs, so the prophets, so the apostles, so the 
martyrs, confessors, and virgins and as many as have been 
pleasing to God have passed through many tribulations and 
remained faithful and so will all the chosen members of 
Christ until the day of judgment.” 
 
And let us hear the words of Francis to us in his “Longer 
Admonition and Exhortation” (Letter to the Faithful), 48-55: 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon all those men and 
women who have done and persevered in these things and 
It will make a home and dwelling place in them. And they 
will be the children of the heavenly Father, Whose works 
they do. And they are spouses, brothers and mothers of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
"We are spouses when the faithful soul is united by the 
Holy Spirit to our Lord Jesus Christ. We are brothers [and 
sisters], moreover, when we do the will of His Father Who 
is in heaven; mothers when we carry Him in our heart and 
body through love and a pure and sincere conscience and 
give Him birth through a holy activity, which must shine 
before others by example. . . O, how holy, consoling, 
beautiful and wonderful to have such a Spouse." 
 
Peace and All Good, Brothers and Sisters 
Carol Lieser 
Mary, our Mother, pray for us! 
St Francis of Assisi, our Seraphic Father, pray for us!  

Figure 1: Image Descent of the Holy Spirit, Sandro Botticellli, 1495-
1505. Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, public domain. 
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MONTH OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

           The Month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart. The Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus on the Friday following the second Sunday after Pentecost. In addition to the liturgical celebration, 
many devotional exercises are connected with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Of all devotions, devotion to the Sacred 
Heart was, and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in the Church.  

Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term "Sacred Heart of Jesus" denotes the entire mystery of 
Christ, the totality of his being, and his person considered in its most intimate essential: Son of God, uncreated 
wisdom; infinite charity, principal of the salvation and sanctification of mankind. The "Sacred Heart" is Christ, 
the Word Incarnate, Savior, intrinsically containing, in the Spirit, an infinite divine-human love for the Father and 
for his brothers.  

Excerpted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy   

 
The Popes on Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
 

The feast of the Sacred Heart was approved for specified dioceses by Clement 
XIII in 1765, and extended to the whole Church by Pius IX in 1856. In 1889 
Pope Leo XIII elevated it to the rank of first class, and through an encyclical 
letter in 1899 dedicated the whole Catholic world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

Devotion to the Sacred Heart was also an essential component of Pope John 
Paul II's hopes for the "new evangelization" called for by the Church.  

"For evangelization today," he said, "the Heart of Christ must be recognized 
as the heart of the Church: It is He who calls us to conversion, to reconciliation. 
It is He who leads pure hearts and those hungering for justice along the way of the Beatitudes. It is He who 
achieves the warm communion of the members of the one Body. It is He who enables us to adhere to the Good 
News and to accept the promise of eternal life. It is He who sends us out on mission. The heart-to-heart with 
Jesus broadens the human heart on a global scale."  

Here are some of the relevant documents: Leo XIII in his Encyclical Letter Annum sacrum (1889) on the 
consecration of mankind to the Sacred Heart; Pius XI in Caritate Christi Compulsi (On The Sacred Heart) and 
Miserentissimus Redemptor (On Reparation To The Sacred Heart); Pius XII in his Encyclical Letter Haurietis 
aquas; Paul VI in his Apostolic Letter Investigabiles divitias Christi (1965) and John Paul II in Message on the 
centenary of the consecration of mankind to the Sacred Heart of Jesus (1999), in L'Osservatore Romano, 12 June 
1999. 

 
EXCERPT FROM: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4846
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4937
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4946
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ENCYC/P12HAURI.HTM
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ENCYC/P12HAURI.HTM
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=1117
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=1117
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm
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The Sacred Heart and Our Spiritual Life 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart is a wonderful historical expression 
of the Church's piety for Christ, her Spouse and Lord: it calls for a 
fundamental attitude of conversion and reparation, of love and 
gratitude, apostolic commitment and dedication to Christ and his 
saving work.  

Devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus are numerous. Some have 
been explicitly approved and frequently recommended by the 
Apostolic See. Among these, mention should be made of the 
following:  

Personal Consecration 
Personal consecration, described by Pius XI as "undoubtedly the 
principal devotional practice used in relation to the Sacred Heart" 
(Miserentissimus redemptor).  

Family Consecration 
Family consecration to the Sacred Heart, in which the family, by virtue of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony already 
participating in the mystery of the unity and love of Christ for the Church, is dedicated to Christ so that he might reign in 
the hearts of all its members (Aliae concessiones).  

Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
The Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, approved for the whole Church in 1891, which is evidently biblical in character 
and to which many indulgences have been attached (Aliae concessiones).  

Act of Reparation to the Sacred Heart 
The act of reparation, a prayer with which the faithful, mindful of the infinite goodness of Christ, implore mercy for the 
offences committed in so many ways against his Sacred Heart (Aliae concessiones).  

The Practice of the First Fridays  
The pious practice of the first Fridays of the month which derives from the "great promises" made by Jesus to St. Margaret 
Mary. At a time when sacramental communion was very rare among the faithful, the first Friday devotion contributed 
significantly to a renewed use of the Sacraments of Penance and of the Holy Eucharist. In our own times, the devotion to 
the first Fridays, even if practiced correctly, may not always lead to the desired spiritual fruits. Hence, the faithful require 
constant instruction so that any reduction of the practice to mere credulity is avoided and an active faith encouraged so that 
the faithful may undertake their commitment to the Gospel correctly in their lives. They should also be reminded of the 
absolute preeminence of Sunday, the "primordial feast" (Sacrosanctum Concilium), which should be marked by the full 
participation of the faithful at the celebration of the Holy Mass. 

 Excepted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy  
 
Excerpt https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm  

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm
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Scriptural Basis 
for Devotion  
to the Sacred 
Heart 
Jesus, who is one with the 
Father (cf. John 10, 30), 
invites his disciples to live 
in close communion with 
him, to model their lives on 
him and on his teaching. 
He, in turn, reveals himself 
as "meek and humble of 
heart" (Mt 11, 29). It can be 
said that, in a certain sense, 
devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus is a cultic 
form of the prophetic and 
evangelic gaze of all 
Christians on him who was pierced (cf. John 19, 37; Zac 12, 10), the gaze of 
all Christians on the side of Christ, transfixed by a lance, and from which 
flowed blood and water (cf. John 19, 34), symbols of the "wondrous 
sacrament of the Church"(St. Augustine).  

The Gospel of St. John recounts the showing of the Lord's hands and his side 
to the disciples (cf. John 20,20), and of his invitation to Thomas to put his 
hand into his side (cf. John 20, 27). This event has also had a notable 
influence on the origin and development of the Church's devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. 

These and other texts present Christ as the paschal Lamb, victorious and 
slain (cf. Apoc 5,6). They were objects of much reflection by the Fathers 
who unveiled their doctrinal richness. They invited the faithful to penetrate 
the mysteries of Christ by contemplating the wound opened in his side. 
Augustine writes: "Access is possible: Christ is the door. It was opened for 
you when his side was opened by the lance. Remember what flowed out 
from his side: thus, choose where you want to enter Christ. From the side of 
Christ as he hung dying upon the Cross there flowed out blood and water, 
when it was pierced by a lance. Your purification is in that water, your 
redemption is in that blood".  

Excerpted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy  

 
Excerpt https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm  

Act of Consecration  
to the Sacred Heart 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, to Thee I 
consecrate and offer up my person and 
my life, my actions, trials, and sufferings, 
that my entire being may henceforth only 
be employed in loving, honoring and 
glorifying Thee. This is my irrevocable 
will, to belong entirely to Thee, and to do 
all for Thy love, renouncing with my 
whole heart all that can displease Thee. 
 
I take Thee, O Sacred Heart, for the sole 
object of my love, the protection of my 
life, the pledge of my salvation, the 
remedy of my frailty and inconstancy, the 
reparation for all the defects of my life, 
and my secure refuge at the hour of my 
death. Be Thou, O Most Merciful Heart, 
my justification before God Thy Father, 
and screen me from His anger which I 
have so justly merited. I fear all from my 
own weakness and malice, but placing 
my entire confidence in Thee, O Heart of 
Love, I hope all from Thine infinite 
Goodness. Annihilate in me all that can 
displease or resist Thee. Imprint Thy 
pure love so deeply in my heart that I 
may never forget Thee or be separated 
from Thee. 
I beseech Thee, through Thine infinite 
Goodness, grant that my name be 
engraved upon Thy Heart, for in this I 
place all my happiness and all my glory, 
to live and to die as one of Thy devoted 
servants.  Amen. 

-- St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
 

Devotions to the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 
Family Consecration 

Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Act of Reparation to the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

The First Fridays 

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 

Twelve Promises of Jesus  
to St. Margaret Mary 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=199
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1055
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=921
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=921
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=876
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1097
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=875
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=875
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Sacr ed  Hear t : A Sym bo l o f 
Lo ve  an d  Mer cy 

Franciscan Spirit Blog - June 23, 2017 
Fr. Don Miller, OFM 

 

 
     Every feast day has a story, and the Solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart is no exception. Often that story recounts 
not only what we celebrate, but why and how the 
celebration came about. The narrative of the feast of the 
Sacred Heart is fascinating in that it includes not only our 
faith, but some political/social situations as well.  

The Feast as a Divine Corrective 

Just as we might view the birth of Jesus as the arrival 
of God’s love and light into a world grown cold and dark 
through sin, so we might view the growth of the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart as a response to the world 
grown cold though the religious confusion and a popular 
heresy of the time. 

The Reformation had split the Church in the 16 th 
century, leaving many in confusion. Jansenism was 
growing rapidly, especially in France, during the 17th 
century. Jansenism, a theological approach based on the 
teachings of the Dutch theologian Cornelius Jansen, 
emphasized the sinfulness of the human condition 
resulting in a serious sense of guilt which, in turn, led to 
a diminishment in the frequency of the reception of Holy 
Communion among Catholics. 

Confused and demoralized, Europe needed a renewal 
of the message of Christmas; a reminder of God’s love 
and mercy and a positive view of the sacredness of the 
human person. 

 
Devotion to the love of God had been a part of 

popular devotion since the early days of the Church, and, 
with a few exceptions, the symbol of that love was the 
blood and water flowing from the wounded side of 
Christ as he hung on the cross. It was not until the 17th 
century, and the rise of a more affectionate approach to 
the humanity of Jesus, that devotion specifically to the 
heart of Jesus gained popularity. 

Due to the work of Saint John Eudes, a feast in honor 
of Jesus’ heart was first celebrated on August 31, 1670. 
The devotion gained rapidly in popularity due to the 
visions of Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque. In an 
apparition on June 16, 1675, Jesus specifically asked for 
a feast of the Sacred Heart on the Friday after the octave 
of Corpus Christi—the celebration of the Body and Blood 
of Jesus. This requested feast was to be in reparation for 
the lack of gratitude people showed for the loving 
sacrifice that Jesus had made for them; the sacrifice 
made present in the Sacrament of the body and blood of 
Jesus, the Eucharist. 

It was as though Jesus was repeating the words of 
John’s Gospel, “For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through him” (Jn 3:17). A message that was 
very much needed in the world, especially in France, and 
that time. 

 Why the Heart? 

The human heart has long been a symbol of love. At 
one time, it was viewed as the source of all human 
activity—intellectual and emotional. It has also 
metaphorically symbolized the center of things, such as 
the heart of a relationship or the heart of a city. It could 
also represent the character of a person, such as 
describing someone as having a good heart.  

The examples could go on. Speaking then of Jesus’ 
heart carries many varied meanings—all pointing to his 
very human condition through which his divine love 
flows.  

Pope Pius XII, in his 1956 encyclical on devotion to 
the Sacred Heart, Haurietis Aquas, spoke of the love of 
God being expressed by Jesus through a frail and fragile 
body since “in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.” 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/sacred-heart/
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The pope also spoke of the body of Jesus possessing 
the complete range of human feelings and powers, and a 
heart that beat until his death on the cross; a heart that 
was then at one with his glorified body risen from the 
tomb which is still full of love for us. 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart is devotion to Jesus and 
his love. It is a sign or a symbol of both the divine and 
human love that Jesus has for his Father and for us. It 
also symbolizes the interior life of Jesus which led to his 
willingness to lay down his life for us. It is a symbol 
based on our belief in the Incarnation—a firm belief that 
the second person of the Blessed Trinity became human 
with all the feelings, emotions, and desires we usually 
associate with the human heart. It is that human heart—
directly united to the divine person—which expresses 
God’s love in a human way perfectly and purely since 
Jesus is free from sin. 

The heart is an apt symbol, but there is something 
more than a symbol at work here. There is the very real 
love of Jesus for the world, a love that wells up from 
both the divine as well as the human natures of Jesus. 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart in grounded not just in 
symbol, but in real love.  

The Inexhaustible Love of Jesus 

We celebrate the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart right 
after the Easter Season and Pentecost and after Trinity 
Sunday and the feast of Corpus Christi. Many of us have 
tired of the celebrations—enough already! But if we can 
focus on just one more big day, we can see how the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus truly summarizes all the great 
feasts we have celebrated beginning with Christmas and 
followed by Easter. It is the feast of the love of the God-
man who was born, rose, and lives forever. 

Sometimes words are cheap; especially words 
expressing love. Just watch a few hours of television or 
listen to a few CDs and count the number of times love is 
mentioned. How often did it refer to more than an 
emotional feeling? How often did it include a sense of 
commitment and self-sacrifice? Or count the number of 
times we say that we love some inanimate object such 
as chocolate. 

 

 

When Jesus says “I love you,” he backs it up with the 
sacrifice of his life. No cheap expression here; only 
sincere words backed up with a life of living proof. That 
is real love. And this is what we celebrate in the 
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart. 

The reality boggles the mind. We cannot fathom what 
that kind of love means. True, some like the martyrs, for 
instance, have come close to imitating that love as they 
laid down their life for Jesus and the faith. But for the 
most part, we can’t come close to understanding it. 

Then we turn to the symbol and the feast and stare 
into the sign of what it is we are celebrating. It truly is an 
apt symbol pointing to the reality of divine/human love. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I believe in your love for me. 

Excerpt: https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-
blog/sacred-heart-a-symbol-of-love-and-mercy 
 
============================================== 
 
FRANCISCAN HISTORY  
REGARDING THE SACRED HEART 
 
St. Francis of Assisi and St. Bonaventure (13th Century) 
both had a deep devotion to the Sacred Heart. In fact, St. 
Francis of Assisi was St. Margaret Mary’s “soul-guide” for 
her apostolic work. St. Margaret Mary wrote, “After I 
had seen all this, the Divine Bridegroom, as a token of 
His love, gave me St. Francis as my soul’s guide. He was 
to lead me through all the pains and sufferings that 
awaited me.” 
 
In the early 17th century, devotion to the Sacred Heart 
was given considerable attention in the preaching and 
writings of St. John Eudes of France.  St. John was an 
ardent proponent of the Sacred Hearts and wrote the 
proper for the Mass and Divine Office for the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary.  The Church has been 
considering naming him a Doctor of the Church for quite 
a while, and this effort has gained momentum over the 
past six years.   St. John Eudes was born in 1601 and died 
in 1680.  
 
EXCERPT: https://welcomehisheart.com/a-brief-overview-of-
the-sacred-heart-devotion 
 

https://welcomehisheart.com/a-brief-overview-of-the-sacred-heart-devotion
https://welcomehisheart.com/a-brief-overview-of-the-sacred-heart-devotion
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• For prayers for healing, recovery and other graces needed in their lives for:    

Bob Wittman, Lucy Esposito, Alfonso Lopez, Patti Lovell’s mother,  Pam and 
Marvin Morrison, Lynnette Solomon, Rena Roberts, Sue and Jay Davis, Angie 
Colvin, Jillian & Harper, V. Guerra, N. Guerra, Carlos Ovievo, Emy Garcia, 
Perfecto Solis, Brianna Barry, Ramsie Martin, Dayle Brewer, Eileen Cate, 
Nicole Riggio, Sally Nolan, Mary Conger, Nikale Borolovsky, Fr. Ken Robinson, 
Fr. Bart, Baby Mavis, Baby Jouana Milsen, Baby Kyle and for his mother 
Jennifer,  Pam Nolan, Vicky Stafford, S. Ward, Jean Kelsey, Charlie and Marilyn 
Chase, Randy and Jan Redus, Helene G., Deacon Rod McGuire, Matt McGuire, 
Caroline and Annabel (Rena's granddaughters), Carol Lieser, Brennan and 
Peter their deployments, Ann Jennings, Evi Wiley, Incarnate Word Sister Mary 
Paul, Candy Dench, Joe S.’s neighbors’ two sons, our priests, deacons & 
seminarians, and other unnamed prayer requests. 
 

• For healing from cancer: Brother Ed Arambasich, OFM, Stephen Ward, Johnny 
Allen, Debbie Biles, Angie Colvin, Mary Frances, and all those not mentioned 
needing prayers. 
 

• For repose of souls of:  Marvin Morrison, Tony Vasquez, David Cate, John Paul Adams, Vince Staszak, OFS,  Robert 
Solomon, Randy Miller, Sarah Solis, Tim Henson, Vivian Potts, Charles Vasquez, Jerry Cahan, Gary Barksdale, Joe 
Landis, our deceased Franciscan brothers and sisters, and those not mentioned on our list but in our hearts and 
especially for their families. 

 

• For thanksgiving:   Isabella on her college graduation, Austin Hoodenpyle on his diaconate ordination. 
 
• For our Country and World that they will come back to God and realize His Will not there 
own be done and that its leaders make good decisions and represent their constituents in a 
moral and ethical manner. 
 
• For strength to those in our world, especially in the Ukraine undergoing war, crisis or 
persecution – to maintain through the battle. 
 
• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception to natural death. 

 

• For the upcoming elections for our Franciscan Region. 
 

• Rena’s & John’s 60th anniversary. 
 

• For our sisters and brothers in other fraternities, especially those struggling with life. 
 

• For all families to return to church and hear God’s call and have a fuller relationship with God; and for the 
intentions of all the present and former fraternity members and their families not mentioned. 
 

• Praises of gratitude for all we have received and will receive. 
 

• Praises to the Holy Trinity – Father – Son & Holy Spirit – for the gift of life and the daily graces we always receive.   

THE HOLY FATHER’S 
INTENTIONS  

FOR JUNE 2022 
Families 

We pray for Christian 
families around the 

world; may they embody 
and experience 

unconditional love and 
advance in holiness in 

their daily lives 
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Franciscan Calendar – JUNE 
01. Saint Justin Martyr 
02. Saints Marcellinus & Peter 
03. Saint Charles Lwanga & Companions 
04. Blessed Angeline of Marsciano 

05.  Pentecost 

      Saint Boniface 
06. Saint Norbert 
07. Blessed Franz Jaegerstaetter 
Orientation Formation - Granbury 
08. Saint William of York 
09. Saint Ephrem 
10. Blessed Joachima 
11. Saint Barnabas 
12. Blessed Jolenta (Yolanda) of Poland 
Council Meeting – SFV TV Room @ 1:00 pm 
Fraternity Meeting – SFV Chapel @ 2 pm 
13. Saint Anthony of Padua 
14. Saint Albert Chmielowski 
15. Saint Marguerite d’Youville 
16. Saint John Francis Regis 
17. Saint Joseph Cafasso 
18. Venerable Matt Talbot 
19. Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
Happy Father’s Day 
      Saint Romuald 
20. Saint Paulinus of Nola  
21. Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 
22. Saint Thomas More 
23. Solemnity of the Nativity of St John the Baptist 
      Saint John Fisher 

24. Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
25. The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
      Blessed Jutta of Thuringia 
Candidate Formation – Zoom @ 10 am 
26. Blessed Raymond Lull 
Granbury Cell Meeting – 2 pm 
27. Saint Cyril of Alexandria  
28. Saint Irenaeus 
29. Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul  
30. First Martyrs of the Church of Rome 

                                                   “ In memory “ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare Fraternity 
241 St. Clare Drive 

  Crowley, TX 76036 
http://www.stclareofs.com 

st.clare.ofs@gmail.com  
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
Minister: 

  Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

 Carol Lieser, OFS 
liesercarol@gmail.com 

 
Vice Minister: 

Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 
chapmac7@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Diane Klein, OFS 
diane2704@icloud.com 

  
Treasurer: 

Joe Serrano, OFS 
jwelserrano@hotmail.com 

 
Formation Director: 

Bob Evart, OFS 
rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 

 

FORMATION 
CANDIDATES 

Jun 25 – Chapters 32 & 33 
in the Franciscan Journey 

 
ORIENTATION 

Jun 07 – Chapter 2 
in the Franciscan Journey 

BIRTHDAYS: 
Robin Solomon – June 05 

Jean Snelus - June 06 
 Terry Kenard – June 11 

Joe Snelus – June 23 
Dayle Brewer – June 27 

 
PROFESSIONS: 

Robin Solomon – June 11 
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