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“I have been all things 

unholy. If God can work 
through me, He can work 

through anyone.” 
 

 
 
 

“I have done what was 
mine to do, may Christ 

now teach you what you 
are to do.” 

 
    ~St. Francis of Assisi 

1181/1182 ~ 1226 
 

Minister’s Message ~ Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 
October is a very busy month. It is not only the Month of the Most Holy Rosary of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, but it is also 40 Days for Life when we pray for the 
60,000,000+ unborn children aborted since Roe vs. Wade and to pray for an end 
of abortion, respecting life from conception to natural death.  Even though Roe 
was essentially overturned, it does not mean that it is the total end of abortion.  

We must continue to pray for the unborn and a respect for ALL LIFE.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners…    

 
We also have the Transitus / Memorial service for our dear brother Francis as 
well as our fellow Franciscan brothers and sisters who have left us to join our 

heavenly father during this past year since last October.  All Franciscan Brothers 
should make every effort to participate in this very special service. 

 
It is a month serving as a reminder of the “cycle of life” which all creation 
experiences.  As Francis is quoted as saying, “All praise be yours, my Lord, 

through Sister Death, from whose embrace no mortal can Escape.”  The question 
for all of us is what are we doing with the precious gift of life we have been 

given?   
 

As Franciscans, we learn from brother Francis what it means to live the gospel life 
as Jesus taught and to love our neighbor as ourselves, particularly serving those 

in need.  We are not meant to be another Francis, just continue our journey 
being open to God’s will in our lives. 

 
As Francis is quoted as saying to his brothers at the end of his life, “I have done 

what is mine to do; my work is finished; may Christ teach you to carry out yours.” 
 

Pax et Bonum, 
Carmine 
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OCTOBER 2022 FOCUS  
WHAT IS MINE TO DO? 

 

Congratulations to our newly professed Franciscans.   
 
What a beautiful time of the year to be professed as it falls into the Transitus and Francis’ 
famous remark to the brothers before he ran away with Sister Death. 
 

“May Christ teach you what is yours” 
 
Those words resound so greatly and have inspired Franciscans through the centuries and 
will continue to inspire through many more.  But what does it actually mean – to each of 
us?   
 
The definition is as individually unique as each of us are created individually.   What is 
Christ teaching, asking, showing, begging, imploring, us to do as Franciscans – as 
individuals of His Body? 
 
We all have a task to do – Have you found yours yet? 
 
Have you even begun looking for yours yet? 
 
What graces have you found that God has given you? 
 
Have you ever stopped to look and see what gifts and talents you have received? 
Have you ever thought that I could do something like that (or) I have always wanted to do 
something like that. 
 
So many times, we ignore the opportunities to adventure out – to let go – to try and use 
some of the graces/gifts/talents God has already given us. 
 
But we are afraid – Afraid of failing?  - Afraid of trying something that we have never done 
before – and what if it doesn’t work out?  
 
If it doesn’t work out – then - so what !  Try something else – you at least know that 
maybe this wasn’t the grace/gift/talent that God gave you or was it?  Did you try to do 
everything on your own or did you let God lead you? 
 
So I ask again - Have you found your graces/gifts/talents? 
If yes, WHAT have you done with these graces/gifts/talents? 
If nothing …..  
When will YOU begin to let go and let God – show/help/assist/GRACE YOU?!! 

 
Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and 

suddenly you are doing the impossible. ~ St. Francis of Assisi 

Franciscan 
Connections 

 
NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 
  

LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS - REGIONAL 
http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  
INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.info/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
KEY DOCUMENTS OF THE ORDER & 

NATIONAL GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA NEWSLETTER 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau

-usa-newsletter/  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secul

ar_Franciscan_Order.pdf 
 

COMMISSION ON FRANCSICAN 
INTELLECTUAL-SPIRITUAL TRADITION 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/ 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
 

 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Spiritual Assistant’s Letter  

~ Carol Lieser OFS 
 
Letter to the Fraternity, October 2022 
 

What does being human mean in  
both our living and our dying?  

 
     We will be celebrating the feast of St 

Francis on October 4. Before that, on Oct 3, we 
will observe the “transitus” or the passing of St 
Francis. It’s a simple time of storytelling and 
prayers that recall how, at the time of his death, 
Francis called out “Welcome, Sister Death!”  
This allows us to reflect on what death means 
for us and for our loved ones while considering 
the model St Francis gave to us.  

 
Each year, portions of Thomas of Celano, 

Francis’ first biographer, may be read. Celano 
wrote that when Francis knew he was dying, he 
exhorted death, terrible and hateful to us all, to 
praise God. For us, death does indeed seem 
terrible and hateful; but at the same time, our 
earthly struggles will be gone, and we will come 
to know fully, the joy of God’s love. This is what 
salvation history is about: what Christ did for us 
giving us our final resting place, in eternal life, in 
full glory and love with the Trinity.  

 
    “Sister Death,” is what Francis called her. 

During this season, let us seek to find a way to 
praise God, as we welcome her. Reflection on 
death is one part of being Christian, baptized 
into Jesus’ Resurrection. 

    
  As Franciscans, our understanding of the 

human person requires we understand that:  
 

1. Because humans are creatures 
created in God’s image and 
likeness, each person bears an 
inviolable dignity. 
 

2. Authentic humanness requires 
that this dignity be made 
concrete and embodied in 
daily human life. God make 
known to us divine love in the 
flesh through the person of 
Jesus. We, too, must bring our 
belief in human dignity to 
bear in our everyday 
activities. 
 

3. Humans are creatures of the 
earth who live in relationship 
with all of creation. 
 

4. As finite creatures, humans 
ultimately need to embrace 
bodily death as a part of life.  



 

 
   THE CLARION                                                                                                           OCTOBER  2022 

 

      
 
As we live our daily life, we realize 

we have our origin in the love of the 
Triune God who gifts us with the 
capacities and the obligation to live in a 
unique relationship with God (soul) and 
with all of creation (body) on the other 
hand. Because of our unique capacities, 
humans stand as mediators between 
God and the created world.  

 
We must live in relationship to both 

God and creation, so that all will 
flourish. Though we may have sinned in 
the Garden, thus abusing our freedom, 
God through the passion of Christ 
incarnate, graced us with the possibility 
of returning to relationship with the 
divine. It is the ongoing challenge of us 
humans to live the fullness of this grace 
by becoming more like Christ.  
 

     This month, as we meditate on 
the life of St Francis, both how he lived 
and how he died, take time to reflect on 
the true meaning of our existence. How 
do we live and how do we plan to die? 
Will we be able to imitate Francis, who 
imitated Christ? Do we extend dignity 
to all? Are we fulfilling our God given 
capacities? Are we taking every 
opportunity to live in relationship with 
God and all of creation? Are we ready 
for that final journey into earthly death, 
to embrace “Sister Death”? Are we 
prepared to meet Him in eternity and 
hear Him say to us “Well done”? This, 
indeed, is our goal. May God give us the 
graces we need to be eternally with him 
one day and the ability to receive and 
use those graces as he intends.   

 

 
St Francis of Assisi, pray for us!

  
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us! 

Peace and all Good,  
Brothers and Sisters 

 
Carol Lieser ofs 

 
 

Source: Dawn Nothweir, OSF.(2005). The Franciscan view 
 of the Human Person. Franciscan Heritage Series, 
Volume Three. Mansfield, Ohio: Bookmasters, Inc. 
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MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
 

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. According to an account by fifteenth-century Dominican, Alan de la 

Roch, Mary appeared to St. Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying and doing severe penances because of his lack of 

success in combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his valiant fight against the heretics and then gave him 

the Rosary as a mighty weapon, explained its uses and efficacy, and told him to preach it to others. 

"Since the prayers of the Rosary come from such excellent sources — from Our Lord Himself, from inspired Scripture, 

and from the Church — it is not surprising that the Rosary is so dear to our Blessed Mother and so powerful with heaven. 

"If we consider the power of the Rosary as seen in its effects, 

we find a great abundance of proofs of its wonderful value. Many 

are the favors granted to private individuals through its devout 

recitation: there are few devoted users of the Rosary who cannot 

testify to experiencing its power in their own lives. If we turn to 

history, we see many great triumphs of the Rosary. Early tradition 

attributes the defeat of the Albigensians at the Battle of Muret in 

1213 to the Rosary. But even those who do not accept this 

tradition will admit that St. Pius V attributed the great defeat of the 

Turkish fleet on the first Sunday of October, 1571, to the fact that 

at the same time the Rosary confraternities at Rome and 

elsewhere were holding their processions. Accordingly, he ordered 

a commemoration of the Rosary to be made on that day. Two 

years later, Gregory XIII allowed the celebration of a feast of the 

Rosary in churches having an altar dedicated to the Rosary. In 

1671, Clement X extended the feast to all Spain. A second great 

victory over the Turks, who once, like the Russians, threatened the 

ruin of Christian civilization, occurred on August 5, 1716, when Prince Eugene defeated them at Peterwardein in Hungary. 

Thereupon Clement XI extended the feast of the Rosary to the whole Church. 

"Today, when dangers far greater than those of the ancient Turks threaten not only Christianity but all civilization, we are 

urged by our Blessed Mother to turn again to the Rosary for help. If men in sufficient numbers do this, and at the same time 

carry out the other conditions that she has laid down, we have the greater reason for confidence that we will be delivered 

from our dangers." 

 

 -- Mary in our Life by Fr. William G. Most 

 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm   

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
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THE ROSARY AND THE LITURGICAL YEAR 
 
The Rosary had its origin in the liturgical mentality of former ages. Even at the 
present time it is called "Mary's Psalter." There still are Catholics who 
consider the 150 Hail Marys a substitute for the 150 psalms for those persons 
who neither have the time, the education, nor the opportunity to pray the 
Hours of the Divine Office. Thus "Mary's Psalter" is a shortened, simplified 
"breviary" — alongside the common Hour-prayer of the Church. — The 
Church's Year of Grace, Dr. Pius Parsch 
 
The Rosary is Christocentric setting forth the entire life of Jesus Christ, the 
passion, death, resurrection and glory. Of course, the Rosary honors and 
contemplates Mary too, and rightly so, for the same reason that the Liturgical 
Year does likewise: "Because of the mission she received from God, her life is 
most closely linked with the mysteries of Jesus Christ, and there is no one 
who has followed in the footsteps of the Incarnate Word more closely and with 
more merit than she"142 (Mediator Dei). Meditation on this cycle of Joyful, 
Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous Mysteries makes the Rosary not only "a 
breviary or summary of the Gospel and of Christian life,"(Ingravescentibus malis) but also a compendium of the Liturgical 
Year. Therewith the Rosary stands revealed as a dynamic teacher and nurturer of Christian faith, morality, and spiritual 
perfection, fostering in various ways faith, hope, charity, and the other virtues, and mediating special graces, all to the end 
that we may become more and more like unto Christ. — Mariology, Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M. 

Excerpt: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm   

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 
 
The feasts in October also include two of the most popular, time-honored 
devotions of Catholics, the devotion to the Holy Rosary (October 7) and the 
Guardian Angels (October 2). In October 2002 our Holy Father John Paul II wrote 
the Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae (the Rosary of the Virgin Mary)." 
This letter introduced five new mysteries, called the Luminous or Mysteries of 
Light, which are (1) Jesus' Baptism in the Jordan, (2) Jesus' self-manifestation at 
the wedding of Cana, (3) Proclamation of the Kingdom of God, with the call to 
conversion, (4) the Transfiguration, and (5) the Institution of the Eucharist. Try to 
make a more concerted effort to pray the Rosary together as a family during the 
month of October, read the Apostolic Letter to understand the beauty of this 
devotion more deeply, and pray the new Luminous mysteries. October 16 is 
known as "Pope Day" on which we celebrate the gift of the papacy and our 
current pope. 

Every person has a guardian angel assigned to them, and October 2 the Church 
celebrates the role of these Guardian Angels. We should show devout gratitude to 
God for placing these angels at our service. Having a guardian should give us 
confidence during all of life's difficulties. Every Catholic should know the Angele 
Dei (Angel of God) prayer and pray it often. The Directory on Popular Piety 
suggests that families pray it at morning and evening prayers or after the Angelus. 

 
 
Excerpt: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10.cfm  

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm


 

 
Excerpted from Saint Pio of Pietrelcina Fraternity  https://stpiocolumbusofs.org/the-rule/pray-the-rule/THE CLARION                                                                                                   
AUGUST 2018 
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“Pray the Rule” 

 
Lord, our God, we intend to make present the charism of 
our Seraphic Father Francis in the life and mission of the 
Church, in various ways and forms but in life-giving union 
with one another.  
 
By our profession, we pledge ourselves to live the Gospel 
in the manner of St Francis by means of our 
Rule approved by the Church (Arts. 1-3).  
 
Help us, we pray, so that daily we may: 

 
• observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

by following the example of St Francis, 
going from gospel to life and from life 
to the gospel (Art. 4); 

 
• seek to encounter the living and active 

person of Jesus Christ in our brothers 
and sisters, in sacred scripture, in the 
Church and in the Eucharist  
(Art. 5); 

 
• go forth as witnesses and 

instruments of the Church’s 
mission among people, 
proclaiming Christ by our life and 
words (Art. 6); 

 
• conform our thoughts and deeds to 

those of Christ by the radical interior 
change which the Gospel calls 
“conversion”, making use of the 
sacrament of reconciliation 
on the way to renewal 
(Art. 7); 

 
• let prayer and contemplation be the soul of all 

we are and do (Art. 8); 
 
• imitate the Virgin Mary’s complete self-giving in 

her openness to your every word and call (Art. 
9); 

 
 

• faithfully fulfill the duties proper to our various 
circumstances in life (Art. 10); 
 
seek the proper spirit of detachment and purify 
our hearts from every tendency and yearning for 
possession and power (Art. 11); 

 
• acquire the purity of heart needed to set 

ourselves free to love God and our brothers and 
sisters (Art. 12); 

 
• accept all people as your gift, Lord, and 
an image of Christ (Art. 13); 

 
• exercise our responsibilities 
competently in the Christian spirit 

of service (Art. 14); 
 

• be in the forefront of promoting justice 
by the testimony of our human lives and by 
courageous initiatives (Art. 15); 

 
• esteem work both as a gift and as a 

sharing in the creation, redemption and service 
of the human community (Art. 16); 

 
• cultivate the Franciscan spirit of 
peace, fidelity and respect for life in 
our families, striving to make it a sign 

of a world already renewed in Christ (Art. 17); 
 

• respect all creatures, animate and 
inanimate “as bearing the imprint of the Most 
High” (Art. 18); 

 
• be bearers of peace and messengers of perfect 

joy in every circumstance, as immersed in the 
resurrection of Christ, we serenely tend towards 
Sister Death and our ultimate encounter with 
you, our Father (Art. 19). 

 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Brother.   Amen. 
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• For prayers for healing, recovery and other graces needed in their lives for:    

Jean Cate, Ray Cook, Delia Rogers, Angie Colvin, David Klein, Celia & Bob 
Wittman, Alfonso Lopez, Judy Donohue, Dolores Burner, Sandy Temple,  
Tim Trafalski, Stephen Ward, Judy Dye, Robin Solomon, Angie Colvin, 
Naomi Tighe, Jillian & Harper, Veronica Guerra, Ninfa Guerra & her 2 sons, 
Carlos Ovievo, Emy Garcia, Elaine Parsons, Perfecto Solis, Dayle Brewer, 
Sally Nolan, Mary Conger, Pam Nolan, Vicky Stafford, Jean Kelsey, Rena 
Roberts, Charlie and Marilyn Chase, Randy and Jan Redus, Carol Lieser, 
Incarnate Word Sister Mary Paul, Candy Dench, Joe’s neighbors & their 2 
sons, Ana Chico, Francky, Laura, Andre, Ivan, lady in Apt 136D, our priests, 
deacons & seminarians, and other unnamed prayer requests. 
 

• For healing from cancer: Brother Ed Arambasich, OFM, Stephen Ward, 
Johnny Allen, Debbie Biles, Angie Colvin, Mary Frances, and all those not 
mentioned needing prayers. 
 

• For repose of souls of:  David Barry, Mike Laird, Ryan Rudolph, Nelda 
Matthews (mother of Evelyn Leinan) Ramsie Martin, OFS, Mary (Betty) 
Haake (mother of Patty Lovell), Leta Sykes, Joseph Ernst (father of our 
National Minister Jan Parker OFS), Rose Mildred Harvey, Tony Vasquez, 
David Cate, John Paul Adams, Vince Staszak, OFS,  Robert Solomon, Randy 
Miller, Sarah Solis, Tim Henson, Charles Vasquez, Jerry Cahan, Gary 
Barksdale, Joe Landis, our deceased Franciscan brothers and sisters, and 
those not mentioned on our list but in our hearts and for their families. 
 

• For strength to those in our world, especially in the Ukraine undergoing war, crisis or persecution – to maintain 
through the battle. 
 

• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception to natural death in all our states. 
 

• For our sisters and brothers in other fraternities, especially those 
struggling with life. 
 
• For all families to return to church and hear God’s call and have a fuller 
relationship with God; and for the intentions of all the present and former 
fraternity members and their families not mentioned. 
 
• For all those Franciscans, fraternity members, friends and family that we 
have lost over the last year. 

 

• Praise for the recognition of life as we have preached and prayers for 
protection to those who would be harmed over this.  Saint Michael and ye 
heavenly host – guard them and protect them in Jesus’ name we ask and pray. 

 

• Praises to the Holy Trinity – Father – Son & Holy Spirit – for the gift of life 
and the daily graces we always receive.   

THE HOLY FATHER’S 
INTENTIONS  

FOR OCTOBER 2022 
 

A Church Open to Everyone 
 

We pray for the Church; ever 
faithful to, and courageous in 

preaching the Gospel, may 
the Church be a community 
of solidarity, fraternity and 

welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality. 
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PROFESSIONS: 
Evelyn Leina    October 4th         Jackie DiNubila         October 8th 
Karen Frank     October 8th         Terry Kinard              October 8th 
Dayle Brewer   October 12th       Diane Klein               October 22nd 
Jean Kelsey       October 31st        Ray Ellen Phillips     October 31st 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 
Judy Donohue  October 10th 
Carol Lieser     October 15th 
Diane Klein       October 16th 

 

October – Holy Rosary & Transitus of St. Francis 

01. Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
02. Feast of the Guardian Angels 
03. Saint Theodora Guérin 
Transitus of St Francis – St Francis Village Chapel 6:00 pm 
04. Saint Francis of Assisi 
Candidate Formation – Granbury 
05. Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska 
06. Saint Bruno 
07. Our Lady of the Rosary 
08. Saint John Leonardi 
09. Saint Denis and Companions 
Council Meeting – 12:30 – St. Francis Village TV Room 
Fraternity Meeting & Formation – 2 pm – St. Francis Village Chapel 
10. Saint Francis Borgia 
11. Saint John XXIII 
12. Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos 
13. Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher // 100th Anniversary of Fatima 
14. Saint Callistus I 
15. Saint Teresa of Avila 
16. Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 
17. Saint Ignatius of Antioch3 
18. Saint Luke 
19. Saints Isaac Jogues, Jean de Brébeuf,          
      and Companions 
20. Saint Paul of the Cross 
21. Saint Hilarion 
22. Saint John Paul II 
23. Saint John of Capistrano 
24. Saint Anthony Mary Claret 
Granbury Cell Meeting – 2 pm 
25. Saint Antônio de Sant’Anna Galvão 
26. Saint Peter of Alcantara 
27. Blessed Bartholomew of Vicenza 
28. Saints Simon and Jude 
29. Saint Narcissus of Jerusalem 
30. Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez 
31. Saint Wolfgang of Regensburg 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare Fraternity 
241 St. Clare Drive 

  Crowley, TX 76036 
http://www.stclareofs.com 

st.clare.ofs@gmail.com  
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
Minister: 

  Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

 Carol Lieser, OFS 
liesercarol@gmail.com 

 
Vice Minister: 

Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 
chapmac7@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Diane Klein, OFS 
diane2704@icloud.com 

  
Treasurer: 

Joe Serrano, OFS 
jwelserrano@hotmail.com 

 
Formation Director: 

Bob Evart, OFS 
rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 

FORMATION 
INQUIRERS GROUP 

Group’s next formation 

class will be Tuesday 

October 4th in Granbury.  

We will be covering 

Chapter 5 of the Journey. 

http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:st.clare.ofs@gmail.com
mailto:liesercarol@gmail.com
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
mailto:diane2704@icloud.com
mailto:rjevart.ofs@gmail.com
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