
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
  
  

    ST. CLARE SECULAR FRANCISCAN FRATERNITY, CROWLEY, TEXAS                (STCLAREOFS.COM)          

 

Minister’s Message ~ Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 

“The local fraternity becomes the basic unit of the whole Order and a 
visible sign of the Church, the community of love. This should be the 
privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan 
vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its members.”  From the 
Rule, article 22. 
 
Brothers and Sisters, as I read this article of the Rule, it reminds me that 
our fraternity is the foundation for our Franciscan life and journey.  As 
Franciscans we are called to be in community and not to be isolated and 
separated from our fellow Franciscans.  While we are not a support 
group, we support each other.  Each of us brings a special talent/gift to 
our fraternity.  It’s the reason it’s important to attend meetings on a 
regular basis (barring extenuating circumstances).  Our body becomes 
whole when we are all together! 
 
Another aspect of our community life regarding the talent and gifts we 
bring to the fraternity, is to be open to the Holy Spirit, particularly at 
Election time.  Prayerfully consider being open to holding an office on 
the Council when we have our elections in January.  I’ll be praying for 
the Holy Spirit to guide us as we go through the process and to trust in 
where we are led.  I ask each of you to do the same. 

 
Pax et Bonum,  
Carmine 
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NOVEMBER 2022 FOCUS  
PERFECT JOY & THANKSGIVING 

 

In the Franciscan Tradition, we speak of “Perfect Joy”. “Perfect Joy” is the God given gift 
to find joy in no matter what life brings, because the greatest gift, is the gift of life itself, 
and with it the ability to be in the presence of Jesus our Friend, now and forever. This gift 
is available to all of us, no matter what the circumstance of life, and this gift alone is 
sufficient.   
 
Saint Francis spoke of “Perfect Joy” often, and encouraged his friars to simply live in 
Gratitude and use what God has given them to proclaim the Kingdom of God, in both 
word and deed.  On his death bed, Saint Francis asked his brothers to read to him from 
the Gospel of John, starting at chapter 13, until the end.  This portion of the John’s Gospel 
is the passion of Jesus; the Greatest Gift God has given us.  It is about God’s Love for us; 
spoken at the last supper, and shown to us on the cross. It is also about how to use this 
gift in the Love and service of others (as Jesus washes the feet of his disciples and 
commands them to do likewise). This Gospel passage renewed again in Saint Francis His 
“Perfect Joy”, and he admonished the friars; ‘As of yet brothers, we have done so little, let 
us, while we still have time, do Good.’ 
 
Once a year, our nation celebrates Thanksgiving Day. However, every day the church 
celebrates Thanksgiving; the Eucharist. Our Church teaching is that “The Eucharist is the 
source and summit of our Christian Life”. It is the central mystery of our Christian life; 
because it is God’s saving act (the saving sacrifice of Christ on Calvary) made present for 
us. It is made present for us to participate in, to receive, and to allow it to transform us.  
Eucharist is the Greek word for Thanksgiving!  
 
That is profound. The source and summit of our life is Thanksgiving! This is the 
fundamental attitude of a disciple of Jesus. It is the fruit of a powerful realization of what 
God has done for us. It is the fruit of being a Friend of Jesus – truly!  
 
When we are truly grateful, we naturally desire to give thanks by the way we live our 
lives, that is, we desire to use our gifts in the ways that would please the gift giver!  
 
So, as we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving Day this year, let us call to mind all God has 
done for us. Let us not complain about the things we do not have. Rather let us give 
thanks to the Gift Giver, and use His gifts for His purpose!  Let us give thanks to God this 
Thanksgiving Day. Let us give thanks to God every day. Let us celebrate the Eucharist 
(Thanksgiving) often, and let the Eucharist (Thanksgiving), be the source and summit of 
our life! 
 
EXCERPT: As Thanksgiving Day Approaches, Are We Truly Grateful? FRANCISCAN DISCERNMENT 
https://franciscandiscernment.org/index.php/2016/10/25/as-thanksgiving-day-approaches-are-we-truly-
grateful/ 

Franciscan Connections 
 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS - REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  
INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.info/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
KEY DOCUMENTS OF THE ORDER & 

NATIONAL GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA NEWSLETTER 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau

-usa-newsletter/  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secul

ar_Franciscan_Order.pdf 
 

COMMISSION ON FRANCSICAN 
INTELLECTUAL-SPIRITUAL TRADITION 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/ 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
 

 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Letter to the Fraternity 

November 2022.  
 

Give thanks to God, the Father,  
the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

 
As we approach Thanksgiving, we reflect that 

there is much for which to give thanks. Each of us 
has a very long list of blessings provided to us by 
God: our families, our health, our homes, our jobs, 
our friends, our food, our Church, our country, our 
pets, our challenges and our sufferings, for God is 
draws us ever closer in times of our great need.   

 
“Thanksgiving focuses on God’s gifts. Our 

challenge is to take nothing for granted, but to 
appreciate every blessing. Thanksgiving is a way of 
life. Indeed, the prayer of thanksgiving characterizes 
a eucharistic people. Our gratitude centers on the 
greatest gift of all—Jesus. This gift, and all the other 
gifts through God’s providence, are expressions of 
God’s love. How fitting and just it is that we always 
and everywhere express our gratitude to the Lord”. 
(Bp Robert Moreneau, 2015. Living prayer: A simple 
guide to everyday enlightenment).  

 
St Francis of Assisi lived a life of thanksgiving to 

God for all of creation. In the Canticle of Creatures, 
we are reminded of all those things provided to us 
by God. Perhaps Francis was thinking of Wisdom 
13:1-9 “for from the greatness and beauty of 
created things comes a corresponding perception of 
their Creator.” We know that he reflected on all 
that God had provided and gave thanks to Him for 
all. Here we read St Francis’ prayer in praise of God 
given to Brother Leo: 

 
You are holy, Lord, the only God, 
And Your deeds are wonderful. 
You are strong, You are great. 
You are the Most High. 
You are Almighty. 
You, Holy Father are King of heaven and earth. 

 
You are Three and One, Lord God, all Good. 
You are Good, all Good, supreme Good,  

     Lord God, living and true. 
You are love. You are wisdom. 
You are humility. You are endurance. 
You are rest. You are peace. 
You are joy and gladness. 
You are justice and moderation. 
You are all our riches and You suffice for us. 
You are beauty. You are gentleness. 
You are our protector. 
You are our guardian and our defender. 
You are our courage. You are our haven  

      and our hope. 
You are our faith, our great consolation. 
You are our eternal life,  

     Great and Wonderful Lord. 
God almighty, Merciful Savior.  Amen.  
 
As we celebrate this Thanksgiving, let us give 

thanks to the Creator for all that is good, for those 
gifts meant to lead us to eternal happiness. Let us 
give thanks for our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Let us give 
thanks for the Holy Spirit, the sanctifier of us all.  
Our call is to seek to imitate the love of the Trinity 
to all people! As St Francis said after he embraced 
the leper, “For you see Christ in everyone, or you 
see Him not at all.” Let our gratitude and love in 
action be always our primary intention.  

 
St Francis of Assisi, pray for us! 
Mary, our Mother, pray for us!  
Peace and All Good, Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Carol Lieser, ofs 
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MONTH OF THE SOULS IN PURGATORY 

 

The month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls 

in Purgatory. The Church commemorates all her faithful 

children who have departed from this life, but have not yet 

attained the joys of heaven. St. Paul warns us that we must 

not be ignorant concerning the dead, nor sorrowful, "even 

as others who have no hope ... For the Lord Himself shall 

come down from heaven ... and the dead who are in Christ 

shall rise. 

     The Church has always taught us to pray for those who 

have gone into eternity. Even in the Old Testament prayers 

and alms were offered for the souls of the dead by those 

who thought "well and religiously concerning the 

resurrection." It was believed that "they who had fallen 

asleep with godliness had great grace laid up for them" and 

that "it is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray 

for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins." We know 

that a defiled soul cannot enter into heaven. 

 

Excerpted from Liturgical Meditations, The Sisters of St. 

Dominic 

 
Duration of Purgatory 

Purgatory is not eternal. Its duration varies according to the 

sentence pronounced at each particular judgment. It may 

be prolonged for centuries in the case of the more guilty 

souls, or of those who, being excluded from the Catholic 

communion, are deprived of the suffrages of the Church, 

although by the divine mercy they have escaped hell. But 

the end of the world, which will be also the end of time, will 

close forever the place of temporary expiation. God will 

know how to reconcile His justice and His goodness in the 

purification of the last members of the human race, and to 

supply by the intensity of the expiatory suffering what may 

be wanting in duration. But, whereas a favorable sentence 

at the particular judgment admits of eternal beatitude being 

suspended and postponed, and leaves the bodies of the 

elect to the same fate as those of the reprobate; at the 

universal judgment, every sentence, whether for heaven or 

for hell, will be absolute, and will be executed immediately 

and completely. 

EXCERPTS FROM  
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overview
s/months/11_1.cfm   

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/11_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/11_1.cfm
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20 WAYS TO PRAY FOR THE HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY 

From an article by Gretchen Filz,- © 2017 The Catholic Company 
1. Pray the Novena to the Holy Souls. 

2. Offer up your Holy Communions for the souls in purgatory. 

3. Have Masses said for your departed loved ones, especially on the anniversary of their death. 

4. Pray The Way Of The Cross for Souls in Purgatory. 

5. Pray the special Holy Souls Rosary. After the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Holy Rosary is the 

most powerful prayer. 

6. Obtain indulgences:  Indulgences reduce or cancel the temporal punishment that we incur 

through sin.  

7. Give alms: The giving of material assistance to the poor has always been considered a penance 

that can be offered for the Holy Souls. “For almsgiving saves from death and purges away every 

sin” (Tobit 12:9). 

8. Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for the intention of the Holy Souls. 

9. Prayer of St. Gertrude for the Holy Souls: this prayer is attributed to St. Gertrude the Great and was the prayer by which she obtained 

the release of many souls from purgatory. 

10. Sprinkle holy water on the ground: St. John Macias, a great friend of those in purgatory, would often sprinkle holy water on the 

ground for the spiritual benefit of the suffering souls. 

11. When passing by a cemetery, pray the short Eternal Rest prayer. This prayer carries a partial indulgence applicable to the poor souls:    

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let the perpetual light shine upon them. And may the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.”  

12. Practice the tradition of praying the Eternal Rest prayer (above) before and after your meals as an easy way to remember to pray for 

the holy souls every day. You can also pray the prayer between the decades of your daily rosary. 

13. Visit a cemetery: Pray over the graves of your departed loved ones, or visit a random graveyard and pray for those who may have no 

one to pray for them. Simply doing this gains a partial indulgence for those in purgatory.*  While you’re there, sprinkle holy water on the 

graves. If you make this visit during the first eight days of the month dedicated to the Holy Souls (November 1-8) you can gain a plenary 

indulgence applicable to the souls in purgatory. 

14. Eucharistic Adoration: visit the Blessed Sacrament to make acts of reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on behalf of those in 

purgatory. 

15. Sacrifices: practice small acts of self-denial throughout your day and offer these penances up for the poor souls. 

16. Pray the Office of the Dead. You can find this in your volume of the Liturgy of the Hours.. 

17. Ask for the intercession of saints who were known to be great friends of the Holy Souls during their lifetime to join you in prayer for 

the faithful departed: St. Nicholas of Tolentino, St. Gertrude the Great, St. Catherine of Genoa, St. Padre Pio, St. Philip Neri, St. John 

Macías, St. Faustina Kowalska, St. Joseph, Our Lady, and others. 

18. Special prayers: Throughout your day, offer up short and spontaneous prayers (ejaculatory prayers) for the holy souls. Consider 

buying purgatory books with more prayers and special devotions for the Holy Souls. 

19. Repent of your offenses against God and go to confession: Confessing your own sins makes your prayers for souls of others more 

effective. 

20. Spread devotion to the Holy Souls: Make others aware of the great need these suffering souls have for our prayers. 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/20-ways-to-pray-for-the-holy-souls-in-purgatory/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/author/gretchenf/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/pray-a-novena-for-the-holy-souls-in-purgatory/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/pray-a-novena-for-the-holy-souls-in-purgatory/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/pray-a-novena-for-the-holy-souls-in-purgatory/
http://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/TheWayOfTheCross_ForThePoorSouls.pdf
http://www.holysoulsrosary.org/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/How-to-Pray-the-Divine-Mercy-Chaplet.cfm
https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/How-to-Pray-the-Divine-Mercy-Chaplet.cfm
https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/How-to-Pray-the-Divine-Mercy-Chaplet.cfm
https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/How-to-Pray-the-Divine-Mercy-Chaplet.cfm
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/prayer-holy-souls-purgatory-st-gertrude/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/holy-water-fonts-c787/
http://www.catholiccompany.com/heaven-hell-purgatory-c1028/
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• For prayers for healing, recovery and other graces needed in their lives:    

Kristina Esparza, Noah Christian Lara, Stan Wasilewski, Lucy Esposito, Ray 
Cook, Karen Frank, Delia Rogers, Angie Colvin, David Klein, Celia & Bob 
Wittman, Alfonso Lopez, Judy Donohue, Sandy Temple,  Tim Trafalski, 
Stephen Ward, Judy Dye, Robin Solomon, Angie Colvin, Naomi Tighe, 
Jillian & Harper, Veronica Guerra, Ninfa Guerra & her 2 sons, Carlos 
Ovievo, Emy Garcia, Elaine Parsons, Perfecto Solis, Dayle Brewer, Sally 
Nolan, Mary Conger, Pam Nolan, Vicky Stafford, Jean Kelsey, Rena 
Roberts, Vickie Stanford, Charlie and Marilyn Chase, Randy and Jan Redus, 
Carol Lieser, Debbie’s daughter (due in April – continued health), 
Incarnate Word Sister Mary Paul, Candy Dench, Joe’s neighbors & their 2 
sons, Ana Chico, Nikola, Roxana, Helena, Dorothy, Francky, Laura, Andre, 
Ivan, our priests, deacons & seminarians, all those not mentioned here 
and St. Clare fraternity family. 
 

• For healing from cancer: Br. Ed Arambasich, OFM, Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM, 
Stephen Ward, Johnny Allen, Debbie Biles, Angie Colvin, Mary Frances, 
and all those not mentioned needing prayers. 
 

• For repose of souls of:  Dolores Burner, James David Barry, Mike Laird, 
Ryan Rudolph, Nelda Matthews (mother of Evelyn Leinan) Ramsie Martin, 
OFS, Mary (Betty) Haake (mother of Patty Lovell), Leta Sykes, Joseph Ernst (father of our National Minister Jan 
Parker OFS), Rose Mildred Harvey, Tony Vasquez, David Cate, John Paul Adams, Vince Staszak, OFS,  Robert 
Solomon, Randy Miller, Sarah Solis, Tim Henson, Charles Vasquez, Jerry Cahan, Gary Barksdale, Joe Landis, our 
deceased Franciscan brothers and sisters, and those not mentioned on our list but in our hearts and for their 
families. 

 
• For strength to those in our world, especially in the Ukraine undergoing 
war, crisis or persecution – to maintain through the battle. 
 
• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception to 
natural death in all our states. 

 

• For our sisters and brothers in other fraternities, especially those 
struggling with life. 
 
• For all families to return to church and hear God’s call and have a fuller 
relationship with God; and for the intentions of all the present and former 
fraternity members and their families not mentioned. 
 
• For all those Franciscans, fraternity members, friends and family that we 
have lost over the last year. 

 

• Praise for the recognition of life as we have preached and prayers for protection to those who would be harmed 
over this.  Saint Michael and ye heavenly host – guard them and protect them in Jesus’ name we ask and pray. 

 

• Praises to the Holy Trinity – Father – Son & Holy Spirit – for the gift of life and the daily graces we always receive.   

THE HOLY FATHER’S 
INTENTIONS  

FOR NOVEMBER 2022 
 

Children Who Suffer 

We pray for children who are 
suffering, especially those 
who are homeless, orphans, 
and victims of war; may they 
be guaranteed access to 
education and the 
opportunity to experience 
family affection. 
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Franciscan Calendar – November – Souls in Purgatory 
 
01. Solemnity of All Saints 
02. Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
03. Saint Martin de Porres 
04. Saint Charles Borromeo 
05. Blessed Solanus Casey 
06. Saint Nicholas Tavelic and Companions 
07. Saint Didacus 
08. Blessed John Duns Scotus 
09. Dedication of St. John Lateran 
10. Saint Leo the Great 
11. Saint Martin of Tours 
12. Saint Josaphat 
13. Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini 
Council Meeting – 12:30 pm SFV TV Room 
Fraternity Meeting & Formation – 2 pm SFV Chapel 
14. Saint Gertrude the Great 
15. Saint Albert the Great 
16. Saint Margaret of Scotland 
17. Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 
18. Dedication of Churches of Saints 
Peter and Paul 
19. Saint Agnes of Assisi 
20. Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne 
Granbury Cell Meeting – 2 pm 
21. Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
22. Saint Cecilia 
23. Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro 
24. Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and 
Companions 
25. Saint Catherine of Alexandria 
26. Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe, Solemnity 
27. Saint Francesco Antonio Fasani 
28. Saint James of the Marche 
29. Saint Clement; All Saints of the 
Seraphic Order 
30. Saint Andrew 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare Fraternity 
241 St. Clare Drive 

  Crowley, TX 76036 
http://www.stclareofs.com 

st.clare.ofs@gmail.com  
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
Minister: 

  Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

 Carol Lieser, OFS 
liesercarol@gmail.com 

 
Vice Minister: 

Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 
chapmac7@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Diane Klein, OFS 
diane2704@icloud.com 

  
Treasurer: 

Joe Serrano, OFS 
jwelserrano@hotmail.com 

 
Formation Director: 

Bob Evart, OFS 
rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 

FORMATION 
INQUIRERS GROUP 

Group’s next formation 

class will be covering 

Chapter 6 of the Journey. 

BIRTHDAYS: 
Jane Batista – Nov 3 
Rex Watkins - Nov. 6 
Deacon Craig - Nov. 13 
Maureen Fuller - Nov. 27 

http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:st.clare.ofs@gmail.com
mailto:liesercarol@gmail.com
mailto:chuckbofs@gmail.com
mailto:diane2704@icloud.com
mailto:rjevart.ofs@gmail.com
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