
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
  
  

    ST. CLARE SECULAR FRANCISCAN FRATERNITY, CROWLEY, TEXAS                (STCLAREOFS.COM)          

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
"As it was in the days of Noah, 

so it will be at the coming  
of the Son of Man. 

In those days before the flood, 
they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day that  

Noah entered the ark. 
They did not know until the flood 
came and carried them all away. 

So will it be also at the  
coming of the Son of Man. 

Two men will be out in the field; 
one will be taken, and one will be left. 

Two women will be  
grinding at the mill; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 
Therefore, stay awake! 

For you do not know on which day 
your Lord will come. 

Be sure of this:  
if the master of the house 

had known the hour of night 
 when the thief was coming, 
he would have stayed awake 

and not let his house be broken into. 
So too, you also must be prepared, 

for at an hour you do not expect, the 
Son of Man will come." 

 

Minister’s Message ~ Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 
Even though Advent began on November 27th this year, I 
thought I would reflect on the Gospel Reading on that 
Sunday (MT 24:37-44).   
 
The verses which stand out for me are “Therefore, stay 
awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord 
will come.”  
 
And “So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour 
you do not expect, the Son of Man will come."   
 
It reinforces the need for daily prayer and reflection 
particularly when I may not “feel like it” or the times when I 
may not feel well or am distracted by what may seem to be 
more pressing issues.  Of course, those are the times I need 
prayer and reflection even more! 
 
In sports you always hear about teams practicing and 
preparing for the “big game”. Well, as Catholics and 
Franciscans, our “big game” is when we meet our Savior face 
to face at our homecoming.  I need to keep practicing and 
preparing for it.  How about you? 
 
Pax et Bonum,  
Carmine 
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DECEMBER 2022 FOCUS  
I AM TIRED OF CHRISTMAS !! 

  

 
I am tired of Christmas - a bold statement from a Franciscan.   
 
Of course, we all initially think that the statement refers to the commercialism 
that we all endure during this time of year.  And yes, that is true too. 
 
What I am referring to though is different – it is something that we have been 
taught as Catholics since we were small.  The Aquinas theology/viewpoint (that 
the church accepted and has been teaching since the Middle Ages), teaches us 
that Jesus came to save us because of our sins, and it was only for atonement that 
he came to be human (incarnated) as one of us. 
 
Unfortunately, this can help us develop an incorrect image of God – one of what I 
call the “Santa” image.  Where He gives good gifts to the good and punishes the 
bad with no gifts. 
 
So how does God’s grace and mercy fit in.  We always hear of His grace and mercy, 
but in many ways may overlook because of our incomplete God image. 
 
Franciscan theology/viewpoint (that Church did not choose of Aquinas, but still 
accepted) is that God planned the incarnation from the beginning.  That even if we 
had not sinned, He still would have become incarnated/man. 
 
This theology/viewpoint shows the grace and love of God that He always wanted 
to be with us. 
 
Aquinas’ viewpoint is correct, and I am not saying that it is not correct, but rather 
that it is incomplete.   
 
We need both theologies/viewpoints! 
 
Both together show the gift of the Spirit – Fear of God.  Which can better be 
defined as the Awesomeness of God!  
 
So, as we celebrate this Advent season this year, take a moment and incorporate 
the Franciscan theology/viewpoint of the Incarnation into your understanding, 
appreciation and thanksgiving for God becoming man – the Incarnation. 
 
God bless. 
 

Franciscan Connections 
 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY SFO 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

  
LOS TRES CAMPAÑEROS - REGIONAL 

http://lostrescompaneros.org/ 

  
INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY 

http://www.ciofs.info/ 

  
FRANCISCAN RULE 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-
rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/ 

  
KEY DOCUMENTS OF THE ORDER & 

NATIONAL GUIDELINES 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/guide

lines-forms-other-resources/ 
 

TAU – USA NEWSLETTER 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau

-usa-newsletter/  
 

RITUAL OF THE SECULAR  
FRANCISCAN  ORDER 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ritual_of_the_Secul

ar_Franciscan_Order.pdf 
 

COMMISSION ON FRANCSICAN 
INTELLECTUAL-SPIRITUAL TRADITION 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/ 

 

THE FRANCISCAN ARCHIVE 
https://franciscan-

archive.org/index2.html 
 

 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
https://franciscan-archive.org/index2.html
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Letter to the Fraternity  

December 2022 
 
 
This month is filled with powerful days for us 

to reflect on the Good News. As I was 
considering how to write this article, I came 
across the webpage for usfranciscans.org. I 
would like to share here what they have 
beautifully said about December and two of the 
most important dates in this month by weaving 
into the history of the Immaculate Conception 
and the birth of Christ our own call to “Rejoice”!  

 
    The Immaculate Conception on Dec 8 was 

officially declared Catholic dogma in 1854. 
Much before that date, in the middle ages, 
Franciscan friars William of Ward (the master 
teacher for Scotus)  and Blessed John Duns 
Scotus  pointed 
out that Mary’s 
Immaculate 
Conception 
enhances Jesus’ 
redemptive work. 
“The Virgin Mary is 
preserved from 
any trace of sin so 
as that she can 
fulfill the mission 
God wishes to 
entrust to her: That 
of becoming the 
Mother of the Son, of the Savior of his people 
and of Humanity. Accepting to become the 
virgin Mother of the Son of God requires a faith 
of which no one, in the Old Testament, was 
ever capable. It calls for total liberty, not with a 
liberty of indifference, but a liberty of giving of 
oneself, which makes it possible to say “yes” to 
that which surpasses us”. To welcome the 
Savior, Mary could not hold in her heart the 
slightest trace of hesitation or rejection. God 
required that the gift of his love should find a 
perfectly pure faith, a soul without sin; that is 
why Mary is the Immaculate Conception 

       
 
The incarnation of our lord has held a 

particularly special place in the spiritual life of 
Franciscans since the time of St. Francis. 
Francis saw the poverty expressed in Jesus’s 
nakedness, both in being born in a stable in 
Bethlehem and dying on a cross in Jerusalem, 
as particular symbols of the poverty Jesus 
embraced in the incarnation. This so moved 
Francis that, at the time of his own death, he 
asked to be placed naked on the ground at the 
Portiuncula. 

 
        
Francis’s first biographer, Thomas of Celano, 

says that about 15 days before Christmas in 
1223, Francis asked a friend of his, a noble 
named John, to help him “enact the memory of 
the babe who was born in Bethlehem: to see as 
much as is possible with my own bodily eyes 
the discomfort of his infant needs, how he lay in 
a manger, and how with an ox and ass standing 
by, he rested on hay.” John enthusiastically 
agreed and readied a cave big enough to 
accommodate the townspeople. “Finally, the 
day of joy, the time of exultation has come. 
Finally, the manger is prepared, the hay is 
carried in, the ox and the ass are led to the 
spot. There simplicity is given a place of honor, 
poverty is exalted, humility is commended, and 
out of Greccio is made a new Bethlehem.” 
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Thomas of Celano also describes an 

interesting interaction between the beloved 
saint and one of the early friars, 
Br. Morico.  “Francis observed the birthday of 
the child Jesus with inexpressible eagerness 
over all other feasts, saying, ‘It is the feast of 
feasts, on which God, having become a tiny 
infant, clung to human breasts.’ When the 
question rose about eating meat that day, since 
Christmas was a Friday, Francis said to Brother 
Morico, ‘You sin, brother, calling the day on 
which the child is born to us a day of fast. It is 
my wish that even the walls should eat meat on 
such a day; and if they cannot, they should be 
smeared with meat on the outside.’ 

       

 

 
Brothers and Sisters, as we enter into Advent 

and commemorate these blessed events, stop 
and consider what the memorial means to our 
Salvation History; a history that started in the 
Old Testament and culminates in the birth of 
Christ has special importance to us and the way 
we live our life.  

 
The preparation from all those years by Our 

Father in Heaven has a beautiful pedagogy. 
Our understanding is prepared for step by step 
by Him. What other response can we have 
except to Rejoice in His love and eternal 
presence to us. As we spend Christmas with 
our friends and families, be sure to share the 
Good News of Christ by your words and your 
actions.  

 
Each gift we give and each gift we receive 

this season, though an expression of the love of 
those we hold dear, is nothing compared to the 
gift enabled by Such Great Love, Humility and 
Submission.  

 
Thank you, God for enabling us to know and 

believe in the revelation of December events. 
Thank you for your great love of us! This has 
made all the difference. 

 
 

Peace and All Good, 
May the Holy family, pray for us;  
St Francis, of Assisi, Pray for us 

Carol Lieser ofs 
 
 
 

 



 

EXCERPTS FROM  https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2018-12-12     
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (DEC 12) 
 
In 1910 Our Lady of Guadalupe was declared Patroness of Latin America, 
and in 1945 Pope Pius XII declared Her to be the Empress of all the 
Americas. She appeared to an Indian convert named Juan Diego on 
December 9, 1531. She left a marvelous portrait of herself on the mantle of 
Juan Diego. This miraculous image has proved to be ageless, and is kept in 
the shrine built in her honor, the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
"Hear me and understand well, my son the least, that nothing should 
frighten or grieve you. Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that 
sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I not here, who is your 
Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am I not your health? Are you 
not happily within my fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be 
disturbed by anything."   — Our Lady to Juan Diego 
 
In the winter of 1531, a poor, 57-year-old Aztec Indian living five miles 
outside of Mexico City encountered a miraculous happening on his way to 
morning Mass. First he heard strange music coming from Tepeyac Hill, and 
then he heard a woman's voice calling his name. Juan Diego climbed the hill 
and encountered a young woman, appearing to be of his own people in 
physical appearance and dress. The woman identified herself as the Virgin 
Mary, and told Juan Diego to ask the bishop of Mexico City to build a church 
on the hill to assist in the conversion of the nation and be a source of 
consolation to the people. 

 
Juan Diego obeyed the request, but the bishop was skeptical regarding the message, even though he perceived that Juan 
was a humble, and well meaning Catholic. Juan reported the bishop's doubt to Our Lady at Tepeyac Hill, and she asked him 
to return to the bishop once again, bearing the same message. The bishop once again heard the story, and told Juan Diego 
to ask Our Lady for a sign that it was indeed herself that wished for the church to be built. 
 
When he returned to the hill, Mary gave Juan Diego such a sign. Miraculously, roses appeared on the hill in the middle of 
winter, and Juan gathered them in his tilma, or cloak. Our Lady arranged the roses in his tilma with her own hands, and Juan 
returned to the bishop's presence. When Juan released the tilma, allowing the flowers to fall to the floor, it was revealed 
that a miraculous image of Our Lady had imprinted itself on his tilma.  The bishop immediately fell to his knees, and came to 
believe in Juan Diego's message. A church was built on the spot of the apparition, as Mary had requested, and 8 million 
people converted to Catholicism in a short period of time upon hearing of or viewing the miraculous image of Our Lady. 
 
The tilma of Juan Diego has been the subject of much modern research. The tilma, woven out of coarse cactus fiber, should 
have disintegrated after 20 years, but although over 500 years have passed the tilma is still in perfect condition. The pupils 
of Mary in the picture reflect the Indians and clergy present at the time of the first revelation of the image. No paint was 
used, and chemical analysis has not been able to identify the color imprint. Additionally, studies have revealed that the stars 
on Mary's mantle match exactly what a Mexican would have seen in the sky in December of 1531. 
 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2018-12-12
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MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. "From all eternity 
God chose with infinite wisdom the woman who would 
be the Mother of His divine Son. To prepare for the 
Word Incarnate a spotless and holy tabernacle, God 
created Mary in grace and endowed her from the 
moment of her conception with all the perfections suited 
to her exalted dignity. St. Thomas teaches that through 
her intimacy with Christ, the principle of grace, she 
possessed beyond all creatures a fullness of divine life."  
— Liturgical Meditations, The Sisters of St. Dominic 
 
This feast invites us to meditate on the virtue of purity.  
"Mary alone — 'our tainted nature's solitary boast'— 
never saw her soul's purity darkened with the dust of 
any stain, nor did she see in any part of her triumphal 
course toward heaven any sin or trace of worldliness. By 
a unique and singular privilege from God she was 
preserved from original sin from the first moment of her 
Immaculate Conception; by another privilege derived 
from the first, the Lord did not permit her ever to be 
stained even with those unavoidable failings of human 
weakness."    
— Luis M. Martinez 
 
Novena of the Immaculate Conception 
      The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which is 
profoundly influential among the faithful, is an occasion 
for many displays of popular piety and especially for the 
novena of the Immaculate Conception. There can be no 
doubt that the feast of the pure and sinless Conception 
of the Virgin Mary, which is a fundamental preparation 
for the Lord's coming into the world, harmonizes 
perfectly with many of the salient themes of Advent. This 

feast also makes reference to the long messianic waiting 
for the Savior’s birth and recalls events and prophecies 
from the Old Testament, which are also used in the 
Liturgy of Advent.   
      The novena of the Immaculate Conception, 
wherever it is celebrated, should highlight the 
prophetical texts which begin with Genesis 3, 15, and 
end in Gabriel's salutation of the one who is "full of 
grace" (Lk 1, 31-33) — Directory on Popular Piety and 
the Liturgy. 

EXCERPTS FROM: 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overvie

ws/months/12_1.cfm     
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FRANCISCAN PEACE 
FR. MARIAN HABIG, O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN HERALD – DECEMBER 1925 
 

UMBLE and guileless shepherds 
receive Heaven's message of peace 
with exceeding joy, and hurry to 
Bethlehem's suburban cave, there to 
find a picture of peace and poverty, 

astounding the court of celestial spirits and 
thrilling the forlorn soul of man with renewed 
hope and life and happiness. 
      Twelve centuries 
elapse, and to Greccio's 
hillside hasten the 
simple and pious folk of 
its neighborhood to see 
it transformed into 
another Bethlehem. 
      Francis had been 
busy.  He had builded 
the first Christmas Crib. 
So enamored was he of 
that heavenly scene of 
peace and poverty, that 
he had it reproduced in 
a unique living tableau; 
he wished to see and 
enjoy it even with his 
bodily eyes.  And since 
that day, at each annual 
recurrence 
of the Feast of Peace, 
the Crib rejoices young 
and old, sinner and 
saint, driving rancor 
and dissatisfaction out 
of troubled hearts and 
filling human souls with 
peace and happiness. 
      Behold the Divine 
Teacher sitting on the 
Mount, surrounded by his Apostles and a 
multitude of people from heathenish lands as 
well as from the Jewish country. Listen to the 
words of wisdom and peace that fall from his 
sacred lips. He is propounding his sublime  

 
doctrine of peace and salvation; he is pointing 
out the way to true peace and blessedness. 
Francis receives his message in a new light. 
The first and seventh beatitudes are especially 
dear to him. For him they are closely 
interrelated: Poverty in spirit demands the 
spirit of peace, and peaceableness spells 
patience in poverty and trial. Hear his 
admirable exegesis of them, as found in his 
authentic writings:  
      "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of Heaven. Many there are who 
apply themselves to prayers and services, and 

fast, and afflict their 
bodies much, but 
are immediately 
scandalized and 
hurt at a single 
word which they 
feel as a personal 
slight, or at 
anything being 
taken way from 
them. These are not 
truly poor in spirit, 
for he who is truly 
poor in spirit hates 
himself and loves 
those who smite 
him on the cheek." 
      Then he goes 
on to explain the 
seventh beatitude 
as follows:  
"Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for 
they shall be called 
children of God. 
They are truly 
peacemakers who 
in all the things 
they suffer in this 
world for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus 

Christ keep peace in mind and body."  
      Again, when our Lord sends out his 
seventy-two disciples to prepare the hearts of 
men for his own preaching of peace, he  
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admonishes then, saying: "Go.  Behold I send 
you as lambs among· wolves.  Carry neither 
purse, nor scrip, nor shoes.  Into whatsoever 
house you enter, first say: Peace be to this 
house.  And if the son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it shall 
return to you." Francis hears the word and 
follows it.  In the rule which he gives to his 
Little Brothers, he makes use of the very 
words of Jesus: "Into whatsoever house they 
may enter, let them first say: Peace be to this 
house!"  
      The King of Peace has risen from the 
tomb. The disciples, however, are gathered 
together behind bolted doors for fear of the 
Jews.  Of a sudden the Master stands in their 
midst and says to them: "Peace be to you!" 
And the disciples are glad.  Then Jesus repeats 
the reassuring words: "Peace be to you!" and 
breathes on them the power to forgive sins, 
the power to reconcile man with God, the 
power to establish the peace he has made 
possible.  But Thomas, one of the twelve, was 
absent and doubted.  The Good Shepherd 
must not lose this straying sheep. After eight 
days he reappears in their midst despite the 
closed doors and again greets them all: "Peace 
be to you!"  
      The Savior's greeting re-echoes in Francis' 
heart, and he makes it his own and that of his 
brethren.  In the Mirror of Perfection, we read 
that one clay one of the first twelve brethren 
was out walking with Father Francis and 
"greeted the men and women on the way and 
those that were in the fields, saying: The Lord 
give you peace." It was a strange greeting for 
people accustomed to words of war and hate; 
and they wondered greatly at it.  It was a mild 
and gentle reproof for people intent on 
retaliation and self-aggrandizement; and they 
resented it.  So, the brother begged Francis for 
another salutation, but he would not change it. 
      For, as he tells the Lesser Brethren in his 
Testament: "The Lord revealed to me this 
salutation, that we should say: The Lord give 
thee peace!" It was, therefore, to be a 
distinctively Franciscan greeting. And 
eventually it was to melt the icy casings of  

 
human hearts and find responsive chords. 
      Francis himself chose it as the favorite 
theme of his discourses.  The Seraphic Doctor 
informs us in his Life of St. Francis that this 
herald of peace was wont to commence his 
sermons with the words: Dominus det vobis 
pacem!  May the Lord grant you peace!  And 
Celano declares in his First Life of St. Francis: 
"As a valiant knight of Christ, Francis went 
about the cities and fortresses proclaiming the 
kingdom of God, preaching peace, teaching 
salvation and repentance for the remission of 
sins."  
      So, too, he wished his brethren to act.  In 
the first rule he recommends for their use this 
exhortation: "Repent ye, and bring forth 
worthy fruits of repentance ... Forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven; and if ye forgive not, the 
Lord will not forgive your sins." And in his 
writings, we find St. Francis giving to the friars 
this commission: "In God's name, go on your 
way two and two, humbly and virtuously. . . 
Proclaim peace to all, saying: The Lord give 
thee peace!  But as ye proclaim peace with 
your mouth, so have it yet more in your heart.  
Let none through you be moved to wrath or 
scandal but let all be moved by your 
gentleness to peace, kindness and concord." 
      When Bother Leo, "the little sheep of 
God," was sorely tempted, Francis wrote for 
him in his own handwriting the benediction 
which Aaron and his sons had been 
commanded to employ in blessing the children 
of Israel.  Not only did it deliver Brother Leo 
from his temptation, but also, as Celano says 
in his Second Life of St. Francis, it "afterwards 
wrought wondrous things"; and so, it became 
justly famous as the Blessing of St. Francis. 
That blessing also contains the Franciscan 
greeting. It concludes with the words: "May 
the Lord turn his countenance to thee and give 
thee peace!" 
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Spiritual Motherhood 

St. Bonaventure’s  
Five Feasts of the Child Jesus 

~ André Cirino OFM 
 
Right before Advent in the year 1259, St. 

Bonaventure of Bagnoregio had just completed an 
extended period of intense prayer and reflection on 
Mount LaVerna in Tuscany, from which experience he 
composed his renowned masterpiece—The Journey of 
the Human Person into God. Soon after this, he 
realized he had some free time to himself before 
Advent would begin and wanted to spend it on another 
meditative pursuit. So he decided through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to focus on the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ, choosing a most unique approach by 
reflecting on the liturgical feasts that highlight Jesus’ 
childhood—Annunciation, Nativity, Holy Name, 
Epiphany and Presentation. It occurred to him that like 
Mary, a human person can also conceive, birth, name, 
search for Jesus with the Magi and present the Child 
Jesus back to God. 

 
Eric Doyle OFM, in the introduction to his 

translation of this little meditative work, 
noted that the entire reflection deals with 
what is called “spiritual motherhood,” 
whereby every Christian—male and 
female—would be able to do what Mary 
herself did as his Mother. 

 
After using this writing for many 

retreats over the last several years, I 
have come to realize that St. 
Bonaventure is attempting to help us 
deal with the reality of grace in our lives. 
Let me explain by taking a look at the 
five liturgical feasts and the meaning 
they each convey. 

 
In the first feast of the Annunciation 

(25 March—notice, 9 months exactly to 
Christmas), Bonaventure remarks that 
Mary said her “yes” to God and became 
pregnant with the Child. She didn’t know 
fully what it all would mean, but had the strength to 
give her consent to God. What is this conception? It is 
what we Franciscans call the highest good come from 
heaven, the grace of God present in Mary’s womb. 
With this conception Mary was literally “full of grace.” 
So each time the Holy Spirit overshadows us, we too  

 
conceive a grace of God. And just as conception is 
precious and unique for any woman, so too is the 
conception of a grace from God a unique, mystical 
moment. 

 
Bonaventure notes that Mary goes up to the hill 

country to be with her pregnant cousin Elizabeth 
perhaps to seek advice and learn from her. So too 
does a person who conceives a grace from God need 
to seek the advice of good people—spiritual 
obstetricians such as spiritual directors. He even 
cautions one to avoid those who might kill the new 
conception—a type of spiritual abortion. 

 
How many times have we conceived a grace from 

God? When we received this grace, did we feel it 
stirring within us? Perhaps an example would help us 
here. As a religious myself, I remember almost 
precisely to the moment in my life when God called me 
to consider becoming a member of the Franciscan 
family. I conceived a grace and was pregnant with this 
call. I’ll continue with this example as we go through 
the rest of the liturgical feasts. 

 
In the second feast of the Nativity (25 December)—

we all know the story so well—Mary birthed her child in 
Bethlehem. Bonaventure comments 
here that after a person has 
conceived a grace, one brings this 
grace to birth by doing that for which 
the grace was intended. He adds two 
synonyms for the word grace—gift 
and good. St. Francis in his Letter to 
the Faithful writes that all of us are 
mothers of Jesus Christ, and that we 
birth him by doing good. Perhaps 
Bonaventure’s use of the word 
“good” is an allusion to Francis’ letter. 

  
A physical pregancy is usually 

brought to birth when the fetus has 
matured or by cesarean surgery. 
While the analogy of physical to 
spiritual pregnancy/birth may seem to 
limp a bit here, nevertheless a grace 
is brought to birth when we feel it is 
ripe/mature, or like a woman who 

schedules and goes through with cesarean surgery. 
So, to continue with the example of my call to religious 
life, this grace was birthed in my life when I did what 
the grace intended, namely, rang the doorbell of St. 
Francis Seraphic Seminary and entered the 
Franciscan formation program.  
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What graces have you put into practice or birthed in 

your life? 
 
In the third feast of the Holy Name (3 January), St. 

Bonaventure notes that his parents gave the Child the 
name Jesus meaning “one who saves.” So too when 
we conceive and birth a grace, then we must also 
name the grace for ourselves. And just like a mother 
may birth more than one child giving each of them 
their own name, so too do we conceive many graces 
and possibly birth them. But do we come to the point 
of naming these graces, these “children” if you will? 

 
My call to the Franciscan way of life was a grace 

conceived and birthed that has the name “vocation.” 
My “child—vocation” was an “infant” when I entered 
the formation program of the Franciscans. As I met 
with different challenges and obstacles in the various 
stages of formation, I realized that I conceived and 
birthed another grace—a “sister” to the grace 
“vocation” whom I was able to name “perseverance.” 

 
In the fourth feast of the Epiphany (traditionally 6 

January) Matthew’s gospel [2:1-12] recounts the story 
of the Magi or Kings who seek out the Child, adore him 
and bring him gifts as well. St. Bonaventure sees the 
three faculties of the human person—memory, 
intellect, will—as the three “Magi/Kings” within us who 
go in search of our children. 

 
Perhaps this is better illustrated by continuing with 

my example above. Whenever I encountered problems 
or obstacles on my Franciscan journey, I needed the 
grace of perseverance to operate within me to 
strengthen me to face the problems or overcome the 
obstacles that threatened my child “vocation.” My 
King—memory helped me recall that I had a “child” 
called “perseverance”; my King—intellect helped me 
understand why I needed this “child’s” assistance; and 
my King—will helped me make the decision to go and 
search for this “child—perseverance.” Once the 
problem or obstacle had been resolutely dealt with, I 
was in adoration of these “children/graces” functioning 
in my life and offered God gifts of thanks, praise, glory. 

 
In the fifth feast of the Presentation of the Child 

Jesus in the Temple (2 February), Jesus was brought 
to the Temple to be offered up to God, returning to 
God this highest good of all creation. St. Bonaventure 
describes our Trinitarian God as “overflowing 
goodness,” a goodness that is constantly being 
exchanged among the Three Persons as well as with 
creation, for God remarked at the end of each of the  

 
six days of creation in Genesis [1: 3, 10, 12, 18, 21, 
25] that it is good, the creation of humanity being very 
good [1:31]. 

 
And we know from Matthew 19:17 that “only God is 

good.” If “only God is good,” then each time we 
experience goodness—simply as Matthew 10:42 
notes, sharing a cup of cold water or our table, or 
caring for the sick—we experience God. And within the 
Trinity, goodness is constantly being exchanged, 
overflowing from one Person to the Other. Then in 
imitation of the Trinity, we must let this goodness 
overflow to others from us. 

 
Gerald Manley Hopkins, aware of St. Bonaventure’s 

description of God, wrote in poem 155: 
Thee, God, I come from, to thee go, All day long I 

like fountain flow. 
  
To hold on to any good would short-circuit the 

Trinitarian process. To let goodness flow from us in 
our daily lives makes God present. Moreover, Matthew 
10:23 tells us that if we plant one seed, we’ll receive a 
hundredfold. And whenever we let some good 
overflow from us, goodness gets replenished and 
stronger in our lives! 

 
My “child—vocation” is more than fifty years old, a 

mature adult. At each quarter century mark, a 
celebration was had with family, friars and friends. 
They were moments to enter God’s temple gratefully 
to present this “child—vocation” to God. And God has 
blessed me abundantly with graces—many “children” 
to continue living my Franciscan life. 

 
St. Bonaventure’s meditation on these five feasts 

from Mary’s perspective as mother can become the 
tool that helps us realize how blessed we are, how 
many graces we’ve conceived, birthed, named, sought 
out and returned to God. Whenever we are gentle, 
kind, peaceful, generous, believing, hoping, loving, we 
are birthing the child Jesus because we make 
goodness present and this goodness is God! 

 
 
 
For those interested in the book of St. Bonaventure’s 
meditations, you can contact: 
 
Tau Publishing PO Box 20804 Phoenix, AZ 85036 
602-300-1074  taupublishing.com 
 
Excerpt: 
https://d2h4p72yjb3hg1.cloudfront.net/10750/documents/20
20/11/Spiritual%20Motherhood.pdf 
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• For prayers for healing, recovery and other graces needed in their lives:    

Terry Adams, Roxanne Paul, Posy McMillan, OMM Parish, Noah Christian Lara, Stan 
Wasilewski, Lucy Esposito, Karen Frank, Madeline Cardenas, Stan Waslieski, David 
Klein, Celia & Bob Wittman, Matt Cate, Judy Dye, Naomi Tighe, Jillian & Harper, 
Veronica Guerra, Ninfa Guerra & her 2 sons, Carlos Ovievo, Emy Garcia, Elaine 
Parsons, Perfecto Solis, Dayle Brewer, special intentions – Jean Cate, Vicky 
Stafford, Jean Kelsey, Rena Roberts, Vickie Stanford, Charlie and Marilyn Chase, 
Randy and Jan Redus, Carol Lieser, Nikale & Corinne (both due in 2023), Sr Mary 
Paul, Candy Dench, Joe’s neighbors & their 2 sons, Ana Chico, Nikola Bordovsky & 
baby, Roxana, Helena, Dorothy, Francky, Laura, Andre, Ivan, our priests, deacons & 
seminarians, all those not mentioned here and St. Clare fraternity family. 
 

• For healing from cancer: Br. Ed Arambasich, OFM, Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM, Stephen 
Ward, Monica M., Johnny Allen, Debbie Biles, Angie Colvin, Mary Frances, and all 
those not mentioned needing prayers. 
 

• For repose of souls of:  Dolores Burner, James David Barry, Mike Laird, Ryan 
Rudolph, Nelda Matthews, Ramsie Martin, OFS, Mary (Betty) Haake (mother of Patty Lovell), Leta Sykes, Joseph 
Ernst (father of our National Minister Jan Parker OFS), Rose Mildred Harvey, Tony Vasquez, David Cate, John Paul 
Adams, Vince Staszak, OFS,  Robert Solomon, Randy Miller, Sarah Solis, Tim Henson, Charles Vasquez, Jerry Cahan, 
Gary Barksdale, Joe Landis, our deceased Franciscan brothers and sisters, and those not mentioned on our list but 
in our hearts and for their families. 
 

• For strength to those in our world, especially in the Ukraine 
undergoing war, crisis or persecution – to maintain through the 
battle. 
 

• Prayers for the end of abortion respecting all life from conception 
to natural death in all our states. 
 

• For our sisters and brothers in other fraternities, especially those 
struggling with life. 
 

• For all families to return to church and hear God’s call and have a 
fuller relationship with God; and for the intentions of all the 
present and former fraternity members and their families not 
mentioned. 
 

• For all those Franciscans, fraternity members, friends and family 
that we have lost over the last year. 

 

• For our veterans – both alive and past. 
 

• Praise for the recognition of life as we have preached and prayers for protection to those who would be harmed 
over this.  Saint Michael and ye heavenly host – guard them and protect them in Jesus’ name we ask and pray. 

 

• Praises to the Holy Trinity – Father – Son & Holy Spirit – for the gift of life and the daily graces we always receive.   

THE HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS  
FOR DECEMBER 2022 

 
Volunteer Not-for-Profit  Organizations 
We pray that volunteer non-profit 
organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to 
the common good and ceaselessly seek 
out new paths to international 
cooperation. 
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Franciscan Calendar – December/Advent/Christmas 
 
01. Blessed Charles de Foucald 
02. Blessed Rafal Chylinski 
03. Saint Francis Xavier 
04. Saint John Damascene 
05. Saint Sabas 
06. Saint Nicholas 
Formation Meeting – Granbury  
07. Saint Ambrose 
08. Solemnity of Immaculate Conception 
09. Saint Juan Diego 
10. Blessed Adolph Kopling 
11. Saint Damaus I 
12. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Council Meeting – TV Room @ 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Meeting/Formation – Chapel @ 2 pm  
13. Saint Lucy 
14. Saint John of the Cross 
15. Blessed Mary Frances Schervier 
16. Blessed Honoratus Kozminski 
17. Saint Hildegard of Bingen 
18. Blessed Anthony Grassi 
19. Blessed Pope Urban V 
20. Saint Dominic of Silos 
21. Saint Peter Canisius 
22. Blessed Jacopone da Todi 
23. Saint John of Kanty 
24. Christmas at Greccio 
25. Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
26. Saint Stephen 
27. Saint John the Apostle 
28. Holy Innocents 
29. Saint Thomas Becket 
30. Saint Egwin 
31. Saint Sylvester I 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare Fraternity 
241 St. Clare Drive 

  Crowley, TX 76036 
http://www.stclareofs.com 

st.clare.ofs@gmail.com  
 

  FRATERNITY OFFICERS 
Minister: 

  Carmine Esposito, OFS 
 cesposito1802@gmail.com 

 
Spiritual Assistant: 

 Carol Lieser, OFS 
liesercarol@gmail.com 

 
Vice Minister: 

Dcn. Craig McAlister, OFS 
chapmac7@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: 

Diane Klein, OFS 
diane2704@icloud.com 

  
Treasurer: 

Joe Serrano, OFS 
jwelserrano@hotmail.com 

 
Formation Director: 

Bob Evart, OFS 
rjevart.ofs@gmail.com 

FORMATION 
INQUIRERS GROUP 

Group’s next formation 

class will be covering 

Chapter 7 of the Journey. 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 
Lucy Esposito - Dec. 3 
Jackie Barry - Dec. 25 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-catherine-of-alexandria/
http://www.stclareofs.com/
mailto:st.clare.ofs@gmail.com
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