
REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
 

How cool is that! Not a GPS, but a star guided “magi 

from the east” to “the newborn king of the Jews.”  

Awesome! Not a gift card to satisfy wants, but gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh were offered as gifts to this 

infant portending who this infant would be and what 

awaited him. That’s epic! Not to be outfoxed, the magi, 

“warned in a dream” to give Herod the slip, “departed 

for their country by another way.” This gospel has all 

the elements of a great story. Setting: the light of a star, 

big and little cities, house where a birth takes place. 

Characters: protagonists and antagonists. Plot: long, 

arduous journey from the east; duplicitous secrecy; 

warning in a dream. Conflict: good and evil, truth and 

deceit, honest seeking and treacherous beguilement. 

Theme: Nothing can stop the “newborn kind of the 

Jews” from being manifested to all the nations. This is 

not just the greatest story ever told; it is the only story 

that needs to be told.   

     Who is this newborn Child for whom the magi are 

searching, being led by a star? He is “the newborn king 

of the Jews.” But in reality the One they seek is more: 

he is ruler, shepherd-the Christ. Do we ever ask as did 

the magi. “Where is the newborn kind of the Jews?” 

How diligently do we search? What star leads us? 

Whom do we find? How do we fit into this astounding 

story? How do we encounter the light of the world?               

     The Light is a welcoming, peaceful warmth to 

which we surrender and are overjoyed. The Light  

entering the darkness makes the contrast between  

goodness and evil that much more magnified. Those 

who choose to recognize the Light are drawn to give 

homage and open the gifts of their hearts. Those who 

choose darkness enter a path of trouble and destruction. 

What does this Lift reveal in our hearts? What part of 

the story do we embrace?  

     This feast of the Epiphany celebrates the Light  

being manifested to all nations. This feast invites each 

of us to be among the seekers of the Light who do 

Christ homage. Our joy is found in the real surprise of 

the gospel message: we are “members of the same 

body” who are now the light that shines in the  

darkness. The story of the “newborn king of the Jews” 

being manifested to all nations is our own personal  

story. Our own shining forth hastens God’s reign. With 

such grace given us, no wonder all we can do is set our 

hearts rightly, offer homage and gifts, and follow the 

Light wherever it leads. And how cool is that!  
Living Liturgy—year A 

SYMPATHY 

Please remember in your prayers +Jerry Hunt, father of Stephanie 

Ferris. The funeral for Jerry will be Friday, January 13th beginning 

at 10:30a.m. with a Rosary and the Funeral Mass following the  

Rosary at 11:00a.m. May we remember those families and friends 

who have gone before us marked with this sign of faith. May they 

enjoy the fullness of God’s love. 

 

WELCOME 

We welcome Father Ron Mrozinski from Cross Catholic Outreach 

who will be our presider at all the Masses this weekend and will 

speak on behalf of Cross Catholic Outreach which was founded to 

create a meaningful link between parishes in America and the 

priests and nuns working in the Church overseas in the Caribbean, 

Africa, Asia, Central and South America.  Please be generous in 

your response to Father’s appeal. Brochures will be provided if 

you wish to support this worthy Catholic ministry.  

 

CAN’T COME TO THE K OF C CRAB DINNER 

AND AUCTION FEB 4?  BUY A RAFFLE TICKET 

There are no more crab dinner tickets available.  But you can still 

support the Knights of Columbus charitable work by buying raffle 

tickets.  Who knows?  You just might win the first prize which is a 

Three Minute Shopping Spree plus Meat Run at Cutsforth  

Thriftway, second prize which is a FitBit Surge Fitness  

Superwatch, or third prize which is an Amazon Echo with Alexa 

Voice Service. You cannot win if you don’t buy a ticket!  Tickets 

are $10 each. We are also offering 5 tickets for $40.  Buy your 

tickets after Mass today.  The drawing will occur on Feb 4, 

2017.  Thank you for helping us help others. 

 

REQUEST FOR THEMED AUCTION BASKETS 
The Knights are also asking parishioners to again volunteer to  

create themed baskets for their Charitable Auction.  These baskets 

are very popular each year.  Please see one of the Knights in the 

back of the church after Mass TODAY.  They have a list of basket 

theme ideas you can choose from.  They ask that you choose a 

theme today and record it on their signup sheet. Then return the 

completed basket by Sunday, January 22.  If you have any  

questions, contact Paul Crawford at 503-266-6149.   

 

THE NEW CRUCIFIX 

We would like to thank  Virgil and Carol Montecucco, Paul and 

Frances Montecucco, Jerry and Janice Simnitt, Ed and Marilyn 

Montecucco and Frank and Catherine Battilega for their generosity 

in the donation of our new crucifix.  The corpus comes to us from 

Italy from the same family business, Demeitz Studio, that made 

our new Stations of the Cross.  Our "old" crucifix is on the wall in 

the vestibule directly opposite the sanctuary.  In this way, when we 

enter the body of the church we fix our eyes on our Savior.  When 

we "Go forth to love and serve the Lord" we fix our eyes on our 

Savior that he might be our guide in all we say and do.  Thank you 

Virgil & Carol, Paul & Frances, Jerry & Janice, Ed & Marilyn and 

Frank and Catherine! 



MANY THANKS 
Many thanks to Al's Flowers and Gifts for the generous donation of the 

Christmas Poinsettias, to Frank Battilega for the cedar garland, to the  

Flower Farmer for the lighted garland both inside and outside the church 

and the lighted stars, to Kraft Farms for the Christmas Trees and to All the 

wonderful volunteers who so generously gave their time, talents and efforts 

to the decorating of our church for the Christmas Season!  We are truly 

Blessed! 

 

DECEMBER AWARDS FOR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Knight of the Month 

Jerry Hunt was selected Knight of the Month for December.  Due to health 

reasons, Jerry has not been physically active with the Knights over the last 

couple of years.  Over the years, Jerry has been the most successful Knight 

in recruiting new members to the Knights of Columbus, recruiting more 

than 23 members in 2006.  Over the years, Jerry has been very supportive of 

the many Knights of Columbus breakfasts, especially the Pro-Life Break-

fast.  It seemed like yesterday when Jerry rode on the 2012 General Canby 

Days float for the Knights of Columbus.  During the parade, he was more 

than an inspiration to our council and the kids and young adults that rode 

with him, but to the entire community of Canby, getting many people to 

“stand up” for their rights as citizens of the United States.  Thanks Jerry for 

being an inspiration to the Knights and to your Family. 

  
Family of the Month 

The Paul and Gail Crawford family was selected for Family of the Month 

for December.  Paul is very involved with the Knights of Columbus,  

currently serving as State Council Director, working to improve the  

volunteer projects for the 93 councils in Oregon.  Paul is also Membership 

Director for our council in Canby and works tirelessly on the many charity 

projects put on by our council.  Paul is an inspiration to all members of the 

Knights, supporting and attending almost all degree ceremonies as our 

members move up through the ranks as members of the Knights.  At St.  

Patrick Church, you will see Paul as a Eucharistic Minister and Usher.  His 

wife Gail works tirelessly on the different activities at St. Patrick, including 

the Canby Food Bank, Knights of Columbus, the Ladies Group, serving 

food for funerals and many others, too numerous to mention.  Recently, she 

was a trooper in helping to organize the gifts donated for the Giving Tree.   

Great Job, Paul and Gail!  

  
Lady of the Month    

Nancy Patton was selected Lady of the Month for the many ministries she 

supports at St. Patrick Church.  Currently, Nancy is a member of St. Patrick 

Pastoral Council and teaches the 7th and 8th grade religious education class.  

She is instrumental in the creation and donation of Prayer cards given to the 

1st Communion and Confirmation children.   She is the one you will always 

see taking photographs at Confirmation and supporting Jody Patershall in 

the preparation of the children for 1st Communion.  Wow, how does she 

have time to do all this while raising 5 children with her husband Mike?  

Thanks Nancy, for a job well done. 

 

CHRISTMAS TAKE-DOWN PARTY 

The Christmas Take-down party is this Tuesday, January 10 from 

8:30a.m. until finished. Many hands make faster work! 

 

 

Happening This Week 
Sunday, January 8, 2017 
   9:45a.m. REP 3yrs-5th Gr. 
   9:45a.m. Adult Faith program  
 11:00a.m. Choir practice [Spanish]   
   3:00p.m. Marriage Encounter [Spanish]  
Monday, January 9, 2017   
   9:00a.m. Bible Study    
   6:00p.m. Choir practice  
   7:00p.m. RCIA Team meeting     
   7:00p.m. Bible Study-Spanish       
Tuesday, January 10, 2017 
   7:00p.m. Communion Service     
   7:00p.m. Bible Study [Spanish]   
   7:45p.m. Bible Study [Spanish] 
Wednesday, January 11, 2017 
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass    
   5:00p.m. Choir practice [Spanish]     
   7:00p.m. RCIA, Junior High, Youth   
  Group, Confirmation prep    
Thursday, January 12, 2017 
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   9:30a.m. Cemetery Committee mtg 
 12:00p.m. Eucharistic Adoration        
   6:30p.m. Spanish Religious Ed. Pr.   
   7:00p.m. Bible Study     
   7:00p.m. Pastoral Council mtg    
   8:00p.m. Benediction 
   8:15p.m. Rosary in Spanish     
 Friday, January 13, 2017 
   7:00a.m. Marian Prayer Group   
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   6:30p.m. Building the Domestic  
  Church Family Movie night 
   7:00p.m. Hispanic Prayer Group    
        
 
   

  
    



  

YOUR SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH—FRIDAY EVENING 

MOVIE ~ JANUARY 13, 2017 

The Knights of Columbus will be showing the  

movie "Facing the Giants" at 6:30p.m. on Friday,  

January 13th.   The movie is about a downtrodden 

coach and husband of a High School Football team, 

where fear and failure are seemingly defeating him at 

life’s every turn.  He turns to God in broken desperation, 

trusting that God can somehow do the impossible.   

Coach Taylor and his Shiloh Christian Eagles soon  

discover how faith plays out on the field ... and off. 

Come and enjoy a great movie, pop-corn and refresh-

ments.  The last 30 minutes will be spent sharing your 

thoughts on the movie and the impact to the family.  

 

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017—Communion service 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 

Intention for the parishioners  

Thursday, January 12, 2017 

Intention for the parishioners  

Friday, January 13, 2017 

+Dean Sumpter 

Saturday, January 14, 2017 

   5:30p.m. +Paul Montecucco by Schoen/Newbury families 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 

   8:30a.m. +Rosemary Vleck & Jane Kenney by Mike Vleck 

 11:00a.m. Intention for the parishioners  
   1:30p.m. Intention for the parishioners  

 

 

 PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor  

Fr. Arturo Romero 

Email: aromero@archdpdx.org 

Deacon  Rev. Mr. Jerry Giger 

Email: Gigerjdg@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Associate 
Sara Creel 

stpatrickpa@gmail.com 

Hispanic Ministry 
Heriberto Aguilar     

Email: haguilar@canby.com 

Religious Education 

Jody Patershall 

Email: jpatershall@canby.com 

Junior High/Senior High  

Coordinator 

Frances Parker 

Email: fparker@canby.com 

Bookkeeper 
Sherry Heidt Gamble 
sheidtgamble@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant  

Debbie Newbury 

dnewbury@canby.com 

 

WINTER BAPTISMAL PREP 

New parents who wish to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Baptism with their child 

are required to attend a 2 session class 

on Baptism. Baptismal preparation 

classes are Tuesday, January 17 and  

Tuesday, January 24 at 7:00pm in 

the Parish Office Conference Room.  

 

 

 

 

ST. PATRICK KNIGHTS  

OF COLUMBUS 

Council 3484 

Monthly meetings held first 

& third Tuesdays of the 

month in the Multipurpose 

Room of the Parish Center  

at 7:00pm.  

Needed for Weekly Budget Goal   $           8,719.81  

Offertory for Dec. 31/Jan. 1, 2017   $         12,470.42           

Over/(Under)   $            3750.61 

   

Building Fund Collection  $242.00 

Unemployment            $128.00     

Cemetery  $ 

Religious Retirement  $ 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 

The Archdiocesan Pastoral Priorities shared with all the  
Pastoral Councils gives us a direction with cultural diversity 
as an overarching theme. They are:  Catechesis and Faith 
Formation; Divine Worship; Catholic Young Adult  
Ministry; Vocations; Marriage and Family Life;  Works of 
Mercy.  This impressive list calls all of us to build a united 
community as Jesus instructed to all of us.   As your council, we will be  
focusing on each category and our parish needs. 



 

RELIGIOUS  

EDUCATION  

INCLEMENT 

WEATHER  

POLICY 

If the Canby School  

District is closed or  

released early, or they 

cancel evening activities 

due to inclement  

weather, St. Patrick will also CANCEL religious education 

classes that day.  If the Canby School District has a late start, 

we will continue with classes as scheduled.  If you are unable 

to make classes due to unsafe conditions, please stay home. 

 

FAMILY MASS 

It was wonderful having the Children’s Christmas Pageant 

during the Family Mass this year!  The children did a  

fantastic job presenting the pageant, and we appreciate their 

involvement during the Mass. Thank you to Deacon Jerry for 

narrating the Gospel story. We would like to thank Jessica 

Parrack for all her hard work in coordinating this event. Also, 

with appreciation and gratitude we would like to thank  

Rachel Colvin for helping Jessica with the pageant itself, and 

for helping at the rehearsals. Thank you to Lora Heli for all 

the time she spent in preparing the children’s choir, and for 

all the children who participated in the choir. They sang 

beautifully! Finally, a big thank you goes to Adrienne Kersey 

for her support, and to Helen Krzmarzick and Sue Ash for 

their help in getting the costumes ready. We appreciate our 

volunteers! 

 

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE  

ANNUAL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CRAB 

DINNER AND AUCTION 

We are looking for youth volunteers for the Annual Knights 

of Columbus Crab Dinner and Auction on  

Saturday, February 4th.  This event will take place at the 

Clackamas County Fairgrounds and volunteers are needed 

from 4:00 to 9:00PM.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

earn service hours for confirmation or high school  

graduation.  Please contact Frances Parker at 503-266-9411 

or fparker@canby.com for more information or to  

volunteer. 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION WEEKEND RETREAT  

Please keep our confirmation youth and adult chaperones in 

your prayers this weekend while we are on retreat:  Lane 

Barajas Soto, Sydney Baurer, Kelli Beko, Elizabeth 

Bowman, Jordy Cruz Escalona, Grant Everson, Jessica 

Gabino Rodriguez, Emilia Garcia Cardenas, Yesenia 

Hernandez, Joanna Mejia, Jafet Mendez, Yesenia  

Mendez, Jaquelin Méndez Cruz, Osvaldo Mendoza, 

Nancy Morales, Victoria Morales, Isabella Parker, JP 

Phan, Daniel Prado, Stephanie Tapia, Jenny Tibbetts, 

Mariela Torres, Jasmin Vera, and Sandra Vera.  Our  

adult chaperones and catechists are: Lauro Colores Lopez, 

Sonia Lopez, Brian Masterson, Sue Masterson, David 

Riener, and Zach Riener.   

 

ADDITIONAL ST. PATRICK NEWS 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  

We enjoyed Bishop Barron's series on "The Pivotal  

Players" and completed it in  

December. This term we are study-

ing the Holy Spirit. We are using Fr. 

Dave Pivonka's series called "The 

Wild Goose" Discovering A Deeper  

Relationship with The Holy Spirit. 

This is a 14 week series, beginning 

Sunday Jan. 8th in the Conference 

Room.  We have chosen the 9:45 

AM to 10:45 AM time between the Masses so the young 

parents and grandparents, that have children in RE classes, 

can benefit from this program. "The Spirit desires a  

relationship with us that will take us on the greatest  

adventure imaginable: a journey to the very heart of God. 

The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a manner that 

brings light out of darkness, freedom out of bondage, order 

out of chaos, and life out of death." Please join us. If you 

have any questions, please call Patty Rydquist at 503 266-

3345 or Dave Bernklau at 503 651-3708. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Patrick Religious Education Programs 
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