
REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
 

At this point in this gospel Mary of Magdala, Peter, and 

“the other disciple whom Jesus loved” are no better off 

than we are. They witnessed a “stone removed from the 

tomb” and “saw the burial cloths there,” but did not 

encounter Jesus in the empty tomb. They see, but not 

what they hope to see: Jesus alive. Neither do we see 

with our physical eyes this Jesus who “had to rise from 

the dead.” But, like the disciples of long ago, over time 

we encounter Jesus in various ways and our seeing  

becomes believing. Here is the mystery of Easter: we 

want to see and believe, but since resurrection is so out 

of our human experience we simply can’t understand. 

Belief came gradually to those first witnesses, and then 

only when they had a personal encounter with Jesus. 

Our own belief in the risen Jesus gradually grows 

throughout our life as we continually encounter him in 

our own eating and drinking with him. We encounter 

the risen Jesus in Eucharist when we eat and drink with 

him-when Jesus’ very Body and Blood become our 

nourishment. We also encounter the risen Jesus in each 

other when we witness by the goodness of our lives to 

Gospel values. We encounter the risen Jesus in the sure 

joy that comes from reconciled relationships with each 

other that witness to our reconciled relationship with 

God. We encounter the risen Jesus when we “clear out 

the old yeast” and “receive forgiveness of sins.” All of 

this assures us that we are a new creation formed in this 

resurrection Life-the source of our Easter joy. The 

Easter mystery is something we accept in faith. Jesus 

had raised people from the dead, for example, the son 

of the widow Nain and his own friend Lazarus. But 

they were only resuscitated and would face death again. 

Jesus is not merely resuscitated; he is raised up from 

the grave to new Life, never to die again. This is why 

we can say that Jesus conquered death. When we die, 

we live forever. Our belief enables us to share in the 

same risen Life. Yes, our mortal bodies will die like 

Jesus’ and Lazarus’s. But this risen Life that is already 

within us through baptism is forever. We believe it, we 

like it, we embrace it. The mystery: we share in eternal 

Life-risen Life with no end.  It was very “early in the 

morning” that Mary and Peter and “the disciple whom 

Jesus loved” went to the tomb. Risen Life dispels  

darkness and brings light and clarity to who Jesus is. 

He is Savior-the one who sacrificed his all out of sheer 

divine love for us. Risen Life cannot be separated from 

the light and love it brings. Our every day Gospel  

living leads us on a path toward the light of wisdom, 

the steadfastness of love, and the eternity of Life that 

awaits those who accept Jesus’ call to be disciples who 

see and believe. Living Liturgy—year A 

 

 

 

 

EASTER MESSAGE 2017 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

From all of us here at St. Patrick Church, Deacon Jerry and  

Matthias, and our entire staff, we pray for all of you and your  

families for a blessed Easter time. 

     I want to express my gratitude to all of you and best wishes of 

Easter through this message. I also thank the choirs, musicians, 

ushers, decorators, volunteers, altar servers, catechists, readers, 

Eucharistic ministers, and our staff of workers for their dedicated 

and loving service to our parish community. We are indeed 

blessed with such selfless and loving followers of Christ.  

     Easter brings so many promises of God to all of us, life is 

stronger than death, love can overcome hatred, and eternity and 

glory with God in Heaven are our vocation in life. I pray that Jesus 

Our Lord may live in all our hearts, that we may always embrace 

Him with love and gratitude.  

     May the love of the Lord and His peace fill our hearts, our 

lives, our homes and our families during this Easter time. God 

bless each and every one of you and your loved ones during this 

time of joyfulness.  

 

Happy and Blessed Easter!  

Fr. Arturo Romero 

 

SYMPATHY 

Please remember in your prayers +Zachary Joseph Lowry, nephew 

of Matt & Maryjane Bunch. May we remember those families and 

friends who have gone before us marked with this sign of faith. 

May they enjoy the fullness of God’s love.  

 

PASTOR 

Fr. Arturo will be on vacation from Monday, April 17th thru  

Monday, May 1, 2017.  Please keep him in your prayers while he 

is away. 

 

VISITING CLERGY 

Next weekend, April 22/23, please welcome Rev. George Knab 

O.M.I. who will be with us to celebrate Masses and tell us about 

the work of Unbound, a lay Catholic sponsorship ministry that 

helps children and elderly in 20 developing countries.  Please 

make Fr. George feel welcome by saying hello after the Masses. 

To learn more, call 800-875-6564 or visit Unbound online at 

www.unbound.org.  

 

DAILY MASSES THIS WEEK 

There will be no Mass on Tuesday, April 18th. However, we will 

have a communion service.  Fr. John Waldron will be our  

celebrant for our daily Masses Wednesday, April 19 thru Friday, 

April 21.  

 



PARISH OFFICE 
The Parish Office will be closed on Easter Monday, April 17th.  

 

AED’S 
There are now two AED’s (automated external defibrillator ) located on St. 
Patrick’s property: 
1) Parish Center by the front door in the auditorium 
2) Vestibule of the church by the Fire Extinguisher 
 

EASTER BOOK SALE at the KIOSK  

(located in the vestibule of the church) 

7 Secrets of Confession by Vinny Flynn ($1 suggested donation) 

Vinny Flynn in this new book that reveals 7 key “secrets” or hidden truths 

about the great spiritual beauty, power and depth of Confession. For too 

many Catholics, confession is just a means to an end: cleaning us up from 

sin so we can receive Communion. But, as Pope Francis tells us, Confession 

is much more than “going to the dry cleaner.” It’s “an encounter with Jesus, 

who waits for us as we are.” In his years of speaking all over North  

America, Flynn saw that many Catholics have this limited appreciation of 

Confession, and the urgent need for clear teaching about this great  

Sacrament. If you have not yet experienced Confession as a wonderful,  

personal encounter with Christ; if you do not yet look forward to going to 

Confession with the same eagerness and expectation with which you receive 

Holy Communion, this book is for you. It will be a whole new way of going 

to Confession, inviting you to begin an exciting personal journey to healing 

and holiness. It may change your life.  

 

OLIVE WOOD HANDCRAFTS COMING BACK TO ST. 

PATRICK  ~ April 29/30th  

John Qumsiyeh from Shepherds Field Olive Wood Handcrafts will be  

selling religious articles after masses to support the Catholic Christian  

minorities in Bethlehem. As a tradition, many of the Catholic families in the 

Holy Land work in small workshops to produce religious articles from olive 

wood. These articles represent the Christian art of the Holy Land. In the 

past, they used to sell their artwork to pilgrims who visit the Holy Land. 

However, these days they are facing an economic hardship as very few  

tourists visit the Holy Land due to security issues. Many of the Catholic 

families immigrated and left the Holy Land. The struggle to preserve the 

Catholic identity of the birthplace of our savior; Jesus Christ is a serious 

concern for Catholics around the world. All sales will be used to help and 

support the Catholics in the Holy Land and to encourage them not to  

immigrate.  

 

BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH 

The Knights of Columbus will be showing the movie 

“Where Angels Go...Trouble Follows” at 6:30p.m. 

on Friday, April 21st in the Parish Center. Where 

Angels Go is the story about a wry and wise Mother 

Superior challenged by her fun loving students while 

on a bus ride to California. It is a wholesome and hilarious family film. The 

movie will last about 94 minutes. Come and enjoy a great movie, pop-corn 

and refreshments are provided. Following the movie,  20 minutes will be 

spent sharing your thoughts on the movie and the impact to the family.  

 

 
THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

Monday, April 17, 2017   
   9:00a.m. Devine Mercy Sunday 
   2:00p.m. Prayer Shawl meeting  
   6:00p.m. Choir practice –Spanish     
   7:00p.m. Bible Study-Spanish 
   7:00p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group      
Tuesday, April 18, 2017   
   9:00a.m. Devine Mercy Sunday    
   7:00p.m. Communion service 
   7:00p.m. Bible Study [Spanish]  
   7:00p.m. Knights of Columbus   
   7:45p.m. Bible Study [Spanish]      
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   9:00a.m. Devine Mercy Sunday 
 10:30a.m. Mass at Rackleff Place 
   5:00p.m. Choir practice [Spanish]   
   7:00p.m. RCIA, Junior High, Youth   
  Group, Confirmation prep         
Thursday, April 20, 2017  
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   9:00a.m. Devine Mercy Sunday 
 10:30a.m. Mass at Hope Village 
 12:00p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
   6:30p.m. Spanish Religious Education  
   7:00p.m. Finance Council meeting   
   8:00p.m. Benediction 
   8:15p.m. Rosary in Spanish     
Friday, April 21, 2017 
   7:00a.m. Marian Prayer Group 
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   9:00a.m. Divine Mercy Novena 
   6:30p.m. Building the Domestic Church 
  ~ Movie night 
   7:00p.m. Hispanic Prayer Group    
Saturday, April 22, 2017 
   9:00a.m. Divine Mercy Novena 
 10:00a.m. Jesus Day [English] 
       
      
            
 
     



 YOUR SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY MASSES AT HOPE VILLAGE AND RACKLEFF 

PLACE 

All are welcome to our monthly Mass at Rackleff Place this Wednesday, April 19 at 

10:30a.m. and Mass at Hope Village on Thursday, April 20 at 10:30a.m.  Come and 

celebrate the Mass with our parishioners who live at Rackleff Place and Hope  

Village.  Fr. John will be our celebrant. 

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU 

A huge thank you from St. Patrick Relay for Life Team to the women of the St.  

Patrick Women’s club who helped our team bake up some delicious treats to sell at 

our bake sale fundraiser. We also appreciate all the generous parishioners who  

purchased goodies, as well as making donations to help us fight cancer. Do you 

want to know what Relay for Life is about? All parishioners are welcome to our 

next meeting on Tuesday, April 25th from 6:00p.m. to 7:00p.m. in the auditorium of 

the Parish Center. For questions call Maureen Giger, co-chair, 503-348-4205. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK 

Tuesday, April 18—COMMUNION SERVICE 

Wednesday, April 19 

Intention for the Parishioners 

Thursday, April 20, 2017 

Intention for the Parishioners 

Saturday, April 22 2017 

   5:30p.m. Special Intention for the Parents of our 7/8th Gr. RE class  

Sunday, April 23, 2017 

   8:30a.m. Special Intention for the Parents of our 7/8th Gr. RE class  

11:00a.m. Special Intention for the Parents of our 7/8th Gr. RE class  
   1:30p.m. Special Intention for the Parents of our 7/8th Gr. RE class  

 

 

 

 PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor  
Fr. Arturo Romero 

Email: aromero@archdpdx.org 

503-263-1285 

Deacon  Rev. Mr. Jerry Giger 

Email: Gigerjdg@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Associate 
Sara Creel 

stpatrickpa@gmail.com 

503-263-1290 

Hispanic Ministry 
Heriberto Aguilar     

Email: haguilar@canby.com 

503-263-1292 

Religious Education 

Jody Patershall 

Email: jpatershall@canby.com 

503-263-1287 

Junior High/Senior High  

Coordinator 
Frances Parker 

Email: fparker@canby.com 

503-263-1288 

Bookkeeper 

Sherry Heidt Gamble 

sheidtgamble@gmail.com 

503-263-1289 

Administrative Assistant  

Debbie Newbury 

dnewbury@canby.com 

503-263-1286 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE RAFFLE 

St. Patrick Relay for Life team will be 

selling tickets for a drawing to win a 

quilt as a fundraiser this year. We will 

be selling tickets in the back of the 

church after the Masses April 22nd and 

23rd. Tickets are one for $1 or six for 

$5.  

 

 

 

ST. PATRICK KNIGHTS  

OF COLUMBUS—Council 3484 

Monthly meetings held first 

& third Tuesdays of the 

month in the Multipurpose 

Room of the Parish Center 

at 7:00pm.  

Needed for Weekly Budget Goal   $           8,719.81  

Offertory for April 8/9   $           9180.69     

Over/(Under)   $             460.88          

   

Building Fund Collection  $42.00 

Unemployment            $     

Cemetery  $ 

Catholic Relief Collection  $ 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 
Study, Reflection, Listening, Prayer & Discernment is the focus 

of our Parish Pastoral Council. With each of these directives we 

determine how communion and mission can be lived more fully 

in our parish. Pastoral planning flows as a result of this process. 

The Pastoral Council is currently working in many areas to  

determine the parish needs and implement plans in agreement 

with our Pastor. Your contribution of volunteering will show 

you the love others have for our parish.  



 

 

ELEMENTARY 

SCHEDULE 

Wishing all our families a 

most joyous Easter  

Season! There will be no 

Elementary Religious  

Education Program on 

April 16th.  Classes resume 

on Sunday, April 23rd from 

9:45-10:45 a.m. 

 

 

LENTEN ALMSGIVING PROJECT 

We would like to thank all the children/families and  

parishioners who made contributions toward our Elementary 

Lenten Project for two children in our community who have 

cancer. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! We collected 

$513.30 total, so each individual will receive $256.65 to go 

towards medical expenses.  

 

JESUS DAY 

Parents of all children preparing for First Eucharist this year, 

please mark your calendar for Jesus Day which takes place 

on Saturday, April 22nd from 10:00 – 12:30p.m. This is an 

important day of activities and learning about our faith.  

Children must attend with one parent/guardian. 

 

BLESSING OF CANDIDATES 

The children who will be receiving the Sacrament of First 

Eucharist are asked to attend the 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, 

April 23rd for a special blessing.  Please keep the children and 

their families in prayer as they prepare to receive Jesus for 

the first time in Holy Communion. 

 

CONFIRMATION PARENT & YOUTH 

MEETING THIS WEDNESDAY 
We are inviting the parents of our confirmation prep youth to 

join us for the final 30 minutes of class (8:00 – 8:30p.m.) this 

Wednesday, April 19th to discuss the confirmation ceremony 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 2nd.  Please contact Frances  

Parker at fparker@canby.com or 503-263-1288 for more  

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER ST. PATRICK NEWS 
 

CANBY P.E.O (Philanthropic, Educational  

Organization) 

Canby P.E.O. Chapter GA is hosting its Fourth Annual 

Scholarship Tea and Fundraiser on Saturday, May 6, 2017 

from 2:00-4:00p.m. at the Hope Village Community Room, 

1535 S. Ivy St., in Canby.  Join us for tea and delicious 

goodies, participate in the silent auction to support  

scholarships for local women, and view the latest fashions 

from Canby’s own “Especially for You”, Juanita Olson, 

owner. P.E.O was founded in 1869 for the purpose of  

promoting education, culture and fellowship among women. 

Chapter GA will use profits to help provide scholarships and 

grants for deserving Oregon women who are attending an 

accredited Oregon college or university, or enlisted in  

vocational or technical courses at any accredited post-

secondary institution. Over the past 13 years, Chapter GA is 

very proud to have assisted 15 women in earing a total of 23 

P.E.O scholarships and grants. Tickets for this event may be 

purchased for $15 from Linda Shields, 503-577-6621. 

 

READY FOR SPRING 

St. Patrick’s relay for life team will be doing the same  

clothing fundraiser that we did last year. We are asking you 

to again consider donating things from the following list. 

We won’t be setting up a box for awhile yet so if you  

already have items to donate give Rose Judge a call at 503-

266-4482. Any type of gently used clothing, blankets, 

sheets, towels, pillows, curtains, drapes, fabric, thread and 

patterns, shoes, hats, belts, purses, backpacks and wigs. 

Watch for future updates on the fundraiser.  Thank you.  

 

ST. PATRICK’S PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

MEETING 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet this Monday, April 

17th and Friday, April 28th from 2-4p.m. in the  

multipurpose room of the Parish Center. All women are  

welcome to attend. Contact Patty Meyerhofer 503-266-1216 

for further information.  

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick Religious Education Programs 
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