
REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
 
There is much talk these days about baby boomers 

moving into retirement age and the challenge that the 

number of retirees drawing social security will place on 

this government trust fund. Studies suggest to us that 

this fund will be completely depleted within a couple of 

decades. Workers are encouraged to put money aside in 

other accounts to supplement their retirement income. 

And even that extra money, given a prolonged illness 

requiring skilled medical care in a long-term care  

facility, would probably run out. Many older people 

worry about their investments and whether they will 

have enough when they face various end-of-life issues. 

Younger people are encouraged to begin planning early 

in life and certainly to begin saving. In many ways our 

future is already upon us. We invest in our future and 

pray that everything will be ok. Nearing the end of the 

liturgical year, the gospels draw our attention to  

another future; life after death. As with retirement, we 

must prepare for, invest in this future. This Sunday’s 

gospel parable raises the issue of investments and  

benefits and directs us to think of how we await that 

future. The master gave to the three  servants in the 

gospel “each according to his ability.” We have not all 

been given the same sum of talents, but Jesus, our  

Master, has invested in every one of us. We are not 

judged according to the amount given us, but we are 

judged by the choices we make to use to the fullest  

potential what Jesus has invested in us. The most  

important choice we make in life is fidelity to whatever 

we are called to do-even in what seems to be small 

matters. The continuation of Jesus’ saving work  

depends upon this fidelity. If we are faithful, Jesus will 

judge us worthy beneficiaries of the greatest return on 

any investment: A share in the riches of the “master’s 

joy” -eternal Life.  We are now living in the delay  

before our Master’s return. This parable teaches what 

to do during this time of waiting-it is not empty time, 

for sure. We are to live in such a way that we grow in 

our greatest “possession”-the divine Life that has been 

given us. If, like the lazy servant in the parable, we  

focus on our fear and Christ’s judgment, we will be 

paralyzed in our ability to continue using the 

“investments” we have been given to continue Christ’s 

work of salvation. However, if we focus on the  

promised share in the “master’s joy,” then we will be 

willing to risk what we have in order to grow in our 

most prized possession-our share in divine Life and the 

relationship with Christ that entails. The Christian life 

and journey of discipleship begins with our being given 

an unmerited share in God’s Life. When we are faithful 

it will end wondrously-we will enter fully in to the 

“master’s joy.” Living Liturgy—Year A 

 

IN SYMPATHY 

Please remember in your prayers +Clark Stahlberg, brother in law 

of Christine Neal. Remember, Lord, those who have died and have 

gone before us marked with the sign of faith. May these, and all 

who sleep in Christ, find in Your presence light, happiness and 

peace. 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Give Thanks to the Lord, for he is good, His love endures forever. 

Mass for Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 23rd 

9:30a.m. 

The collection for Thanksgiving Day will go to help the St.  

Vincent DePaul Food Bank. We will also bless your bread and 

drink that you will use for your thanksgiving table at the Mass on 

Thanksgiving Day.  

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

May God fill our hearts with love and thanksgiving  

for all we have been given by Him.  

The Parish Office will be closed Thursday, November 23 and  

Friday, November 24th for the Holidays. 

 

NO DAILY MASS OR COMMUNION SERVICE on 

Friday, November 24th.  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, November 

23rd.  

 

WE NEED ALL BABY BOTTLES RETURNED THIS 

MONTH  

Thank you to all who returned money filled bottles to help support 

the Canby Pregnancy Care Center.  However many bottles have 

not been returned.  If you still have a bottle at home, filled OR 

UNFILLED, please return it THIS MONTH so that the bottle can 

be used again.  Place the bottle in the basket in the back of the 

church.   

 

MEDJUGORJE PRESENTATION 

Mark your calendar for our Medjugorje presentation today from 

3:30p.m.to 5:00p.m. as we begin the presentation in the Par ish 

Center.  Following the presentation at 5:00p.m., we will say the 

Rosary in the Church. If you have been thinking about  

Medjugorje, the apparitions and Our Lady’s messages this is the 

best time to find out more information.”  

 



NEW BIBLE STUDY SERIES STARTING SOON 

We are excited to announce our next study will be on the Synoptic Gospels: 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Join us for  this in-depth study; you will be 

amazed at what you learn. The teaching director is Sharon Doran of Seeking 

Truth Bible Study. Sharon is a great presenter who explains the scriptures in 

an exciting, complex, stimulating way, with some humor thrown in as well. 

She will keep you on the edge of your seat. After the video presentations, 

you will have a chance to ask questions, share the new insights learned and 

grow in faith with fellow parishioners. This new series will begin the week 

of November 27th and will end in the Spring. We would love to see you on 

either Monday mornings at 9:15a.m. or Thursday evenings at 7:00p.m. The 

only cost is $2.00 for printing expenses. All are welcome. Please contact 

Kathy: Kathy@canby.com or Dave: bearclaw@canby.com or Bill  

Martinusen 503-266-4926 to register.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 3484 AWARDS FOR 

LAST MONTH 

Family of the Month - Deacon Jerry and Maureen 

Giger have been involved steadily in our parish.  Dc. Jerry  

celebrated his 10th anniversary to the diaconate recently 

and we appreciate his vocation which took 6 years of  

formation.  Jerry was in law enforcement for 38 years with 

being police chief with Canby for 19 1/2 years and City of 

Molalla for 7 1/2 years.  His wife Maureen is a lector and cantor; and on the 

cemetery committee and helps set up for funeral luncheons.  They have five 

children and two of them help as catechists.  Thank you to all your family. 

 

Lady of the Month -   Patty Meyerhofer has been working with others in 

the prayer shawl ministry and donates food to the funeral ministry.  She has 

three grand children from her daughter.  Her father was a veterinarian so she 

enjoys raising animals.  Recently she went on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje 

and she said it was a trip of a lifetime.  She was able to climb Apparition 

Hill and experience the places where our blessed mother is still appearing to 

several visionaries.  Thank you Patty. Note:  There are plans for another trip 

to Medjugorje next summer if anyone is interested, see Fr. Arturo.  

 

Knight of the Month – Greg Perez is a newcomer to the Knights, but has 

been quite active in a short time.  He has helped with the Canby community 

street dance and 4th of July parade.   Recently he worked on organizing  

efforts to collect and deliver relief supplies to California wildfire victims 

near Santa Rosa.  He and his wife, Christie have a family of 4 girls and a 

boy.  Greg and Christie have been in the early Mass choir too.  Thank you 

for your service to our parish community. 

 

2018 MEDJUGORJE TRIP SCHEDULED 

We had such a great response from our trip to Medjugorje this year we have 

decided to plan another trip for next year. The next pilgrimage has been 

scheduled for July 16-24, 2018 . If you are interested in going, please 

contact Mike Zagyva at 503-263-6448 or by email: m.zagyva@canby.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

Sunday, November 19, 2017      
   9:45a.m. RE classes   
   9:45a.m. Adult Education class   
 11:00a.m. Dismissal 
 11:00a.m. Choir practice [Spanish]    
 12:15p.m. Sacramental prep [Spanish]  
   3:30p.m. Medjugorje presentation 
   5:00p.m. Rosary after Medjugorje pres. 
   5:30p.m. Marriage Encounter [Spanish]  
Monday, November 20, 2017   
   9:15am Bible Study   
 10:00a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry mtg  
   6:00p.m. Choir practice –Spanish     
   6:30p.m. Hispanic Prayer    
   7:00p.m. Bible Study-Spanish    
   7:00p.m. Charismatic Prayer Gr.  
Tuesday, November 21, 2017   
   6:30p.m. RCIA [Spanish] 
   7:00p.m. Mass 
   7:00p.m. Bible Study—Spanish    
   7:00p.m. Knights of Columbus   
   7:45p.m. Spanish Bible Study   
Wednesday, November 22 2017 
    8:00a.m. Daily Mass   
   5:00p.m. Choir practice (Spanish)  

NO JUNIOR HIGH/HIGH SCHOOL  
OR RCIA  

Thursday, November 23, 2017  
   9:30a.m. Thanksgiving Day Mass  

 NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION    
Friday, November 24, 2017   
   7:00a.m. Marian Prayer Group 

   NO DAILY MASS OR COMMUNION 
SERVICE    

   7:00p.m. Hispanic Prayer Group   

   
  
       
      
 
 
  
       
  
 



YOUR SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR: VERY IMPORTANT 

The Children's Choir, open to children from kindergar ten through middle 

school, provides the music for the Family Mass on Christmas Eve.  The first  

rehearsal will be on Sunday, November 26, following the 11:00 a.m. Mass--app. 

12:05 to 1:00 p.m.--in the auditorium of the Parish Center.  Additional  

rehearsals will be on December 3, 10, 17 & 24.  Parents, please come to the first 

rehearsal with your child/children or let me know that your child/children will be 

participating, if you can't attend the first rehearsal.  We must have enough children 

for the choir to be a success. Please contact me, Lora Heli, at:   

slheli@canby.com or 503.263.3840 or 503.550.2906. I look forward to seeing  

familiar faces returning and welcoming many newcomers as well.  Parents, please 

encourage your children to take an active part in leading the worship of our 

church community.  Thank you! 

 

***Adult Christmas Choir:  Next rehearsal is Wednesday, November 29, at 

6:30 p.m. in the church.*** 
 

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK  

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 

+Ray & Jenny Wellman 

Wednesday, November 22, 2017 

 +Bryce Amiel 

Thursday, November 23, 2017 

Intention for the parishioners  

No Daily Mass or Communion Service November 24th 

Saturday, November 25, 2017 

   5:30p.m. +Joy Happy Hostetler by Gail Miller 
Sunday, November 26, 2017 

   8:30a.m +Howard Wurdinger Sr. by Heidi Williams 

 11:00a.m. for the Faithful departed 

   1:30p.m. Special Intention for Juan Bahena by Norma Sanchez   

 

 PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor  
Fr. Arturo Romero 

Email: aromero@archdpdx.org 

503-263-1285 

Deacon  Rev. Mr. Jerry Giger 

Email: Gigerjdg@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Associate 
Sara Creel 

stpatrickpa@gmail.com 

503-263-1290 

Hispanic Ministry 
Heriberto Aguilar     

Email: haguilar@canby.com 

503-263-1292 

Religious Education 

Jody Patershall 

Email: jpatershall@canby.com 

503-263-1287 

Junior High/Senior High  

Coordinator 
Frances Parker 

Email: fparker@canby.com 

503-263-1288 

Bookkeeper 

Sherry Heidt Gamble 

sheidtgamble@gmail.com 

503-263-1289 

Administrative Assistant  

Debbie Newbury 

dnewbury@canby.com 

503-263-1286 

LIVING LEGACY  

One final way to demonstrate your  

belief in a generous God is to share 

your Catholic values in your obituary. 

Consider asking friends and family 

members to send memorial donations to 

the church instead of sending flowers. 

To accomplish this, instruct your  

family to place “Remembrances to St. 

Patrick’s Catholic Church” or “In lieu 

of flowers, please donate to St.  

Patrick’s,” as the last line of your  

obituary.  

ST. PATRICK KNIGHTS  

OF COLUMBUS—Council 3484 

Monthly meetings held first 

& third Tuesdays of the 

month in the Multipurpose 

Room of the Parish Center 

at 7:00pm.  

Needed for Weekly Budget Goal   $           8,719.81  

Offertory ~ November 11/12   $           7,931.57      

Over/(Under)   $           (788.24)          

   

Building Fund Collection  $61.00 
Unemployment            $25.00     
Cemetery  $50.00 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 

Your Parish Pastoral Council is so grateful for all the 

ministries we have at St Patrick.  They are the  

foundation of our community.  The PPC created a  

directory to provide pertinent information about each 

ministry.  If you did not receive a copy of the  

directory at the Ministry Fair, they are available in 

the vestibule of the church.  A book mark listing St Patrick website and  

Facebook is also available for your convenience.  The new website is updated 

with the Ministry Directory.  

mailto:slheli@canby.com


 

THE GROTTO FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

The Wednesday Evening Middle School/High School and 

Sunday Elementary Religious Education Programs will be 

taking a trip to The Grotto in Portland, Oregon on Friday, 

December 1st.  If your child would like to go on this field trip, 

please return your form and money no later than Wednesday, 

November 22nd.  Permission slips can be brought to the  

office.  If you are in need of a form, please contact Jody  

Patershall. 

 

BAKE SALE 

The Elementary Religious Education will be having a bake 

sale fundraiser after all Masses the weekend of November 

18th!  This is a great time to get your homemade desserts just 

in time for Thanksgiving!  All proceeds will support our  

program with scholarships and supplies that will greatly  

enhance our classroom lessons.  We are in need of people to 

donate homemade baked goods.  If interested, please  

contact Jody Patershall at: jpatershall@canby.com. 

 

SCHEDULE 

There will be no Sunday Religious Education classes on  

November 26th.  We would like to wish all our families a 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

STUDENTS HELPING OUR COMMUNITY 

The Sunday Elementary Program will be collecting hygiene 

items for the St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank and for our  

Giving Tree families during the Season of Advent.   

Beginning Sunday, December 3rd, children are encouraged to 

take a tag from the Christmas tree that is on the bulletin board 

in the R.E. hallway, and bring in items such as:  toilet paper, 

toothpaste/brushes, shampoo, soap, lotion, feminine hygiene 

items, diapers etc. There will be boxes in each of the  

classrooms and in the vestibule of the church.  Any donations 

are greatly appreciated! 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT RELIGIOUS  

EDUCATION GOING TO THE GROTTO  

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

Wednesday night Religious Education youth are taking a 

field trip to see the Festival of Lights at The Grotto on Friday,  

December 1st.  Permission forms are available during 

Wednesday night religious education class.   Space may be 

limited so turn in your permission forms as soon as possible.  

Please contact Frances Parker at fparker@canby.com or 503-

263-1288 with questions or to request a permission form.   

 

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE 

SANTA CLAUS BREAKFAST  

We are looking for youth volunteers to help at the Santa 

Claus Breakfast on Saturday, December 2nd from 8:15a.m. 

to 11:30a.m..  What a great way to earn service hours!  

Please contact Frances Parker for more information or to  

volunteer at fparker@canby.com or 503-263-1288. 

 
NO WEDNESDAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CLASS THANKSGIVING WEEK 

We will not have class on Wednesday, November 22nd.  We 

would like to express our gratitude for the youth in our  

program and give thanks for our amazing volunteers and  

catechists that give their time and talent each week to our 

program and youth. Classes resume November 29th.   

 
THE 2017 GIVING TREE HAS ARRIVED! 

Once again, St. Patrick will sponsor 

several families in need from our 

local community.  Please look for the 

Giving Tree in the vestibule of the 

church and the auditorium of the 

parish center for tags.  Red tags 

indicate gift items and the green tags 

indicate food items for the families.  

Please return your wrapped gift or unwrapped food item by  

December 11th.   

 

A Prayer for Thanksgiving 

Loving God, 

We turn our hearts to you on this day for  

Giving thanks, mindful of your many gifts. 

For each one, we are grateful. 

For each one, we are blessed. 

For each one we are opened to the 

Abundance of your love. 

May this Thanksgiving Day offer a  

Reminder to be generous with others, 

As you are with us. 

We praise you. 

We rejoice in you. 

We give you thanks. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick Religious Education Programs 
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