
REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
 
The church gives us the opening verses of Mark’s  

gospel for the Second Sunday of Advent. As a lion, 

Mark pounces on his subject matter. A one-line intro is 

followed by a mishmash of Scripture quotes attributed 

to Isaiah. In actuality, Mark combines Malachi 3:1a 

with Isaiah 40:3 and applies both to the enigmatic  

figure of John the Baptist. It’s as though Mark doesn’t 

have the time for precise details. He charges in. This is 

why Mark is often portrayed as a lion. With John the 

Baptist’s unkempt appearance and fiery, apocalyptic 

preaching, he gathered crowds of those acknowledging 

their sins and seeking forgiveness. In the first of  

perhaps many  

theological quandaries 

created by the presence 

of John the Baptist, he 

proclaimed a “baptism 

of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.” 

The problem is created 

when Jesus comes  

forward to be baptized. 

Of course, for modern Christians the question naturally 

arises, why would Jesus need to be baptized as he is 

without sin? Such questions seem to be beyond the 

scope of Mark’s quick narrative. They are left for  

others like Luke and Matthew to address, each in his 

own way. In the Gospel of Mark, the first canonical 

gospel written, the reader is carried forward swiftly. 

John the Baptism proclaims, “one mightier than I is 

coming after me.” This person will baptize with the 

Holy Spirit. In these short verses the stage is set for 

Jesus. Mark has no infancy narrative such as Matthew 

or Luke would have it. There is no dramatic, cosmic 

prologue attuned to the opening words of Genesis as 

the Gospel of John would have it. Instead, Mark  

charges in, immediately quoting Scripture before  

introducing John the Baptist. We readers are swept up 

in the story. Perhaps it is appropriate that we read these 

opening verses on the Second Sunday of Advent with 

our busy lives, shopping lists, and details to which we  

must attend. The gospel, and especially its opening, 

seems to lend itself to our frenetic pace. Still there is 

the proclamation that something, someone, is coming. 

He is mightier than John the Baptist, mightier than our 

concerns for the season, mightier than our lists of 

things to get done. He will baptize with the Holy Spirit 

and our lives will never the be the same.  
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RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 

Your gift in todays collection for the Retirement Fund for  

Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and more for 

thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. It 

also helps ensure younger members can continue the good works 

of their elders. Thank you! 

 

PENANCE SERVICE 

As we begin the season of Advent, let us be ready in mind, heart 

and soul for the coming of Christ. Our Penance service will be 

Tuesday, December 19th beginning at 7:00p.m.  Assisting us will 

be: Fr. Scott Baier, Fr. Jim Coleman, Fr. John Waldron, Fr. Liam 

Nguyen and Fr. Arturo Romero. 

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is 

Tuesday, December 12th. There will be 

an all night Vigil in honor or Our Lady 

on Monday, December 11th beginning 

at 10:00p.m. in the church. The Vigil 

will conclude at 6:00a.m. on Monday, 

December 12th with morning Mañanitas 

(The Spanish equivalent of Happy  

Birthday).  There will be a Mass on 

Tuesday, December 12th at 7:00p.m. 

with a reception to follow in the gym.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

Regular Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil, December 23, 5:30p.m. 

Sunday, December 24 
8:30a.m. English Mass 

11:00a.m. English Mass 
   1:30p.m. Spanish Mass 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 

4:00p.m. Christmas Family Mass 
 7:00p.m. Christmas Spanish Mass 

11:15p.m. Christmas Carols 

 
Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 

12:00a.m. Midnight Mass 
9:30a.m. Mass of Christmas Day – English 

11:00a.m. Mass of Christmas Day 



DONNA CORI GIBSON CONCERT APRIL 8, 2018  

The Knights of Columbus are proud to sponsor her concert on April 8, 

2018, in the church at St. Patrick’s.  Donna will sing two songs at each of 

the masses on Saturday and Sunday and then put on a great concert on  

Sunday afternoon, starting at 3:30 pm.   The concert will be free, but we 

will be asking for a free will offering to help offset some of the costs to fly 

her in from St. Louis.  In addition, the Knights will be putting on a fabulous  

Spaghetti Dinner after the concert, with advance tickets costing $10 for 

adults and $5 for children.  More to come on this in early 2018. 

      Donna has been singing for more than 18 years, sharing her music via 

Golden Arrow Catholic Music and Media.  She has performed at several 

churches in the Portland area, The Rosary Bowl in Salem and KBVM  

radio.  She has a unique gift inspired by our Blessed Mother and will  

provide those attending a beautiful spiritual experience.  You can listen to 

her videos on video-sharing website YouTube. If you have questions, please 

call Duane Kloser at 503-913-2895. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 2018 CRAB DINNER AND  

AUCTION  TICKET SALES 

The 21st annual Knights of Columbus Crab Dinner and Charity Auction will 

be held February 3, 2018 at the Clackamas County Fairgrounds.  This  

fundraiser enables the Knights to support many local programs. Tickets are 

$40. You can reserve a table for 8 people with no additional charge. Tickets 

are being sold at the weekend Masses or you can contact Duane Kloser at 

503-913-2895.  

 

ADVENT, SHINING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST IN THE  

DARKNESS 

There are many signs and symbols associated with our liturgical seasons 

and Advent is no exception.  For those of us who live in the Northern  

Hemisphere the Seasons of Advent and Christmas take place during the 

darkest days of the year. Yet we are surrounded in our communities and our 

neighborhoods by homes and yards which endeavor to "light up the  

darkness of the night" and bring warmth to the cold with displays of lights 

on our houses, in our yards, our trees and shrubbery.  In our church and our 

community of faith the presence of light is a primary focus during our  

Advent Season in our Advent Wreath.  From week to week we are met with 

an increase of light in the darkness of our lives as we light first one, then 

two, then three, then finally four candles on the Advent wreath.  Not only 

does this progression of light symbolize the nearness of the celebration of 

the Emmanuel it also symbolizes the progression of the cleansing of our 

hearts in anticipation of the coming of the Messiah. In our Catholic faith 

candles have long been a representation of the Light of Christ present in our 

lives and our world.  This year you will notice that as we progress in our 

Advent observances and as we light the candles on the Advent Wreath we 

will also be progressing on the light which highlights the Tabernacle.  What 

has started as one candle on either side of the Tabernacle will progress to 

three, then five, then seven as we celebrate Advent and the coming of the 

true Light of the World, Jesus the Christ, The Word Made Flesh, God With 

Us, Emmanuel. May you experience an increase of the Light of Christ in 

your life as you go through this Advent Season.   

 
  

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

Sunday, December 10, 2017     
   9:45a.m.  Religious Education 
   9:45a.m. Adult Education class 
 11:00a.m. Dismissal 
 11:00a.m. Choir practice [Spanish]   
 12:00p.m. Sacramental Prep 
 12:05p.m. Children’s choir practice 
Monday, December 11, 2017   
   9:15am Bible Study    
   6:00p.m. Choir practice –Spanish     
   6:30p.m. Hispanic Prayer  
   6:30p.m. Building and Maintenance 
  ministry 
   7:00p.m. Christmas Eve Pageant pr.   
   7:00p.m. Bible Study-Spanish 
   7:00p.m. Women’s Club meeting 
 10:00p.m. Vigil of Our Lady of  
  Guadalupe 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017     
   7:00p.m. Our Lady of G. Mass    
   7:00p.m. Knights of Columbus   
  Christmas Concert   
   8:30p.m. Food after Mass in Gym    
Wednesday, December 13 2017 
    8:00a.m. Daily Mass  
   5:30p.m. Choir practice [Spanish]  
   6:30p.m. Choir practice [English]         
   7:00p.m. Junior High, Youth Group,  
  Confirmation prep, RCIA     
Thursday, December 14, 2017  
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   9:30a.m. Cemetery committee meeting 
 12:00p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
   6:30p.m. Spanish Religious Education   
   7:00p.m. Bible Study  
   7:00p.m. Parish Council meeting   
   8:15p.m. Rosary in Spanish  
   9:00p.m. Benediction     
Friday, December 15, 2017   
   7:00a.m. Marian Prayer Group 
   7:00p.m. Hispanic Prayer Group      
Saturday, December 16, 2017 
   7:00p.m. Posadas 
   

SANTA CLAUS BREAKFAST 

THANK YOU 
A huge thank you to all those who made the 

Santa Claus breakfast last weekend a giant 

success!!  Verlene Patton, Helen Krzmarzick, 

Jack & Karen Ellis, Richard & Ellen Hannon, 

Sue Masterson, Kathy Currie, Delores Bipple, 

Paul Crawford, Jo Recht, Francis Parker,  

Deacon Jerry, Kody Bland and Bill Reif to 

name just a few. You are all greatly  

appreciated for all that you do.  Thank you, 

Jessica Parrack 

 
      
 



YOUR SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE-December 11 @ 

6:30p.m. in the Parish Center 

Bring a minimum of 2 1/2 dozen cookies to share. Plate 2 dozen and bring 6  

cookies for tasting. This evening is a social time to enjoy the joy of the  

season. Fun will include a gift exchange. Bring a gift wrapped white  

elephant valued at maximum $10. Minimum $5. If you need more  

information please call Laura 503-266-3999.   

 

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE MINISTRY 

Those interested in being involved with the Building and Maintenance  

Ministry, there will be a meeting on Monday, December 11th at 6:30p.m. in room 

#2 in the Parish Center. Questions, please contact Deacon Jerry at 503-263-8024. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK  

Tuesday, December 12, 2017—Our Lady of Guadalupe 

    7:00p.m. Intention for the parishioners 

Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

 Intention for the parishioners 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

+Fred Kahut by Women’s Club 

Friday, December 15, 2017  

 +Joy Happy Hostetler by Gail Miller 

Saturday, December 16, 2017 

   5:30p.m. +Fred Kahut by Schoen/Newbury families 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 

   8:30a.m +Mark Salvetti by Hannan family 

 11:00a.m. Intention for the parishioners 

   1:30p.m. Special Intention for Juan Bahena by Norma Sanchez 

 

 

 

 

 PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor  
Fr. Arturo Romero 

Email: aromero@archdpdx.org 

503-263-1285 

Deacon  Rev. Mr. Jerry Giger 

Email: Gigerjdg@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Associate 
Sara Creel 

stpatrickpa@gmail.com 

503-263-1290 

Hispanic Ministry 
Heriberto Aguilar     

Email: haguilar@canby.com 

503-263-1292 

Religious Education 

Jody Patershall 

Email: jpatershall@canby.com 

503-263-1287 

Junior High/Senior High  

Coordinator 
Frances Parker 

Email: fparker@canby.com 

503-263-1288 

Bookkeeper 

Sherry Heidt Gamble 

sheidtgamble@gmail.com 

503-263-1289 

Administrative Assistant  

Debbie Newbury 

dnewbury@canby.com 

503-263-1286 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY 

You deserve to decide how your assets 

will be used after you pass away. If you 

have not specified your wishes in a will 

the state will decide for you. Charitable 

bequests support your favorite charities 

and can reduce your estate tax liability 

thus benefiting your heirs. Consider 

making a gift to your favorite ministry 

at St. Patrick’s.  

ST. PATRICK KNIGHTS  

OF COLUMBUS—Council 3484 

Monthly meetings held first 

& third Tuesdays of the 

month in the Multipurpose 

Room of the Parish Center 

at 7:00pm.  

Needed for Weekly Budget Goal   $           8,719.81  

Offertory-December 2/3   $         11,284.95                        

Over/(Under)   $          2,565.14                          

   

Building Fund Collection  $203.00 

Unemployment            $1752.53     
Cemetery  $16.67 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 

“Let all you do be done in Love.” 1Cor 16:14 

St. Patrick volunteers demonstrate this verse  

continually as they participate in the many minis-

tries available to all. Please consider participating in 

one or more ministries as an outlet for expressing 

your love to God and each other. A new Ministry 

Directory is available in the vestibule of the church or at 

www.stpatricks@canby.com.  



 

STUDENTS HELPING OUR 

COMMUNITY 

The Sunday Elementary Program will be 

collecting hygiene items for the St.  

Vincent de Paul Food Bank and for our 

Giving Tree families during the Season of 

Advent. In addition to hygiene items, we 

will be joining the Knights of Columbus in collecting new 

toys for those who had to evacuate their homes in Northern 

California due to the wild fires. Beginning Sunday,  

December 3rd, children are encouraged to take a tag from the 

Christmas tree that is on the bulletin board in the R.E.  

hallway, and bring in items such as: new toys, toilet paper, 

toothpaste/brushes, shampoo, soap, lotion, feminine hygiene 

items, diapers etc. There will be boxes in each of the  

classrooms and in the vestibule of the church.  Any donations 

from our students and parishioners are greatly  

appreciated! 

 

MANY THANKS 

It is with much gratitude that we would like to thank Connie 

Bilton Smith and Daryl Allen for donating the beautiful 

Christmas tree and Nativity set for the religious education 

raffle!  Connie donated the proceeds from her booth at the St. 

Patrick’s Holiday Bazaar to our program as well! We really 

appreciate their support, hard work and hours they spent  

selling tickets! We would also like to thank the following 

volunteers for helping with this fundraiser: Ellen Hannan, 

Darlene Jacobucci, Barbara Jones, Thelma Kriegshauser, and 

Joyce Prue. 

 

Congratulations to parishioner, Dorothy Barich, who had the 

winning raffle ticket for the Nativity set! 

 

2017 GIVING TREE Gifts and Food Items Due 

December 11th 

With gratitude and thanks, we would like to extend our  

appreciation to our parishioners for their participation in the 

Giving Tree.  We are asking for all wrapped gifts and  

unwrapped food items to be returned to the parish office 

this Monday, December 11th.   If you have taken a tag and 

find that you cannot complete the request, please return your 

tag to the parish office.     

 

 
 
 

 

 

ADVENT PROJECT FOR OUR 

WEDNESDAY RELIGIOUS  

EDUCATION YOUTH  

It’s the most wonderful time of the year, 

but it can also be the most challenging 

time of year for those that struggle  

financially.  We are asking our Wednesday religious  

education youth to participate in our Advent Project.  We are 

collecting items for our Giving Tree families and the families 

that visit the Food Bank.  Suggested items for the collection: 

Favorite Breakfast Cereal, Instant Oatmeal, Granola 

Bars, Fruit Snacks, Hot Chocolate Packets, Toothbrushes, 

Toothpaste, Shampoo, Conditioner, Bar Soap, Body  

Lotion, Laundry Soap, and Toilet Paper.  Please help us 

to help others.   

 
SANTA CLAUS BREAKFAST THANKS YOUTH 

VOLUNTEERS 

We would like to thank and recognize the many youth  

volunteers that helped with the Santa Claus Breakfast on  

December 2nd:  Donají Garcia, Isis Jones, Jack Joyce,  

Ashlee Michels, Karena Neubarth, Leslie Ortiz, Wyatt 

Parrack, Landon Reupena, Gonzalo Rodriguez, Sergio 

Rodriguez, Fatima Timalach, Brooklyn Trapp, Finley 

Trapp, Ben White, and Maddox White. 

 
FUN AT THE GROTTO FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

We took a group of 41 to The Grotto Festival of Lights last 

Friday.  Everyone had a great time taking in the beautiful 

lights, petting zoo, and listening to the choirs.  We would like 

to thank the many chaperones that joined us: Lauro Colores 

Lopez, Sonia Lopez, Esmeralda Hughes, Angela & Scott 

Baker, Audrey Thysell, Nicole House, Sherry Smith, 

Vickie Juneski, Kirsten Martin, Alicia White and last, but 

never least, Mindy Ferriss as our fearless bus driver. 

 
WEDNESDAY RELIGOUS EDUCATION CLASS 

SCHEDULE 

Our final class of the year will be this Wednesday, December 

13th.  Classes will resume again on Wednesday, January 3, 

2018.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick Religious Education Programs 

SUNDAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

Our final class of the year will be Sunday, December 17th. Classes will resume again on 

Sunday, January 7, 2018. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


