
REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
 
On this “Gaudete” Sunday, other readings and the  

gospel acclamation may speak more directly to joy or 

glad tidings than the gospel, which gives us its version 

of the story of John. Of course, he is often referred to as 

John the Baptist in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, but not 

in this gospel. Here he is clearly and simply called a 

“man” and when he is named, it is merely “John”  

without modifier. In this way, and in many others in 

this gospel, he is distinguished from Jesus. The Fourth 

Gospel states clearly and unequivocally that John was 

not the light, but was sent from God to testify to the 

light. John admits that he is not the Messiah; he is not 

Elijah. In the Fourth Gospel, John is not even the 

prophet. His role is to cry out 

in the desert, “make straight 

the way of the Lord.” Such a 

deflection away from any  

attention or claims to himself 

seems to reflect the interests 

of the evangelist more than 

the historical situation of the 

time. Indeed, there are other 

clues in the Fourth Gospel and other New Testament 

writings that tell us that John continued to have a  

following years, perhaps decades, after his death.  

Today we recognize that John prepared the way for 

Jesus. This first chapter of the Fourth Gospel reminded 

the early Christian community that John was merely a 

precursor, a forerunner, to Jesus the Messiah. We have 

heard these stories so often, and frequently from the 

Synoptic point of view. When we read the Fourth  

Gospel on its own terms we see that John says he  

baptizes with water. We might expect him to say, “but 

the one coming after me baptizes with the Holy Spirit” 

as we hear in the Synoptics. Instead, John says, “I  

baptize with water; but there is one among you whom 

you do not recognize.” There is nothing in this gospel 

about Jesus baptizing with the Holy Spirit. Instead,  

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. Even the use of the term sin in the singular  

rather than the plural is deliberate. Rather than merely 

taking away individual sins, Jesus takes away the  

cosmic force of sin. The Fourth Gospel reflects a  

different but congruent theological thought world than 

the Synoptics. The differences in details may seem  

minute but they point to profound theological  

emphases. Once John points the way to Jesus, once he 

testifies to the Lamb of God, John in effect disappears 

from the gospel. His role is basically confined to  

chapter 1 of the Fourth Gospel, and it consists in  

testifying to Jesus.   Living Liturgy—Year B 

 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 

Please remember in your prayers +Frank Hunt, father of Stuart 

Hunt. Remember, Lord, those who have died and have gone before 

us marked with the sign of faith. May these, and all who sleep in 

Christ, find in Your presence light, happiness and peace. 

 

PENANCE SERVICE 

Our annual Advent Penance Service is scheduled 

for Tuesday, December 19 at 7pm.  For 3 Sundays 

this Advent the Voice of the Church has been  

telling us, Watch, Stay Awake, Prepare the Way, 

One is Coming.  The time is short, the time is 

now.  Prepare your heart for a new indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit through the sacrament of  

Reconciliation. Make this years Christmas the best ever.  

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING PARTY 

The annual Church decorating party is scheduled for Thursday, 

December 21 from 8:30am until finished.  There are many tasks 

which need to be accomplished in order to prepare our church for 

the celebration of the Feast of Christmas.  A list of tasks can be 

found in the vestibule of the church.  Please take the time to  

review the list and see what you can do to assist in the preparations 

of our worship space for the Feast of the Emmanuel - God, present 

among us, his people! 

 

2018 CALENDARS 

The 2018 calendars are available in the vestibule of the church. 

Please, one calendar per family as supplies are limited. Please take 

a few minutes to thank Canby Funeral Chapel for these wonderful 

calendars.  

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

Regular Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil, December 23, 5:30p.m. 

Sunday, December 24 
8:30a.m. English Mass 

11:00a.m. English Mass 
   1:30p.m. Spanish Mass 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 

4:00p.m. Christmas Family Mass 
 7:00p.m. Christmas Spanish Mass 

11:15p.m. Christmas Carols 

 
Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 

12:00a.m. Midnight Mass 
9:30a.m. Mass of Christmas Day – English 

11:00a.m. Mass of Christmas Day 



5th SUNDAY ROSARY 

The Knights of Columbus will be saying the Rosary of our Blessed Mother 

prior to the 8:30a.m. and 11:00a.m. Masses on Sunday, December 31st, 

starting at 8:00a.m. and 10:30a.m. Our special intention will be praying to 

our Blessed Mother for world peace.   

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 3484 

AWARDS FOR LAST MONTH 

Family of the Month – John and Barbara Fontana is 

our family of the month.  They have six grown  

children and have been at St. Pats over 12 years.  John 

has been Church program director for our council and 

organized some of the family support activities.  He 

assists with the Thursday Bible study, helps with the food bank, and is a cup 

minister for Mass.  Also he takes care of the apple trees near the church.  

Barbara has shared her musical talents in a bilingual praise program.  Thank 

you to all your family. 

 

Lady of the Month -   Sue Ash has been involved with our parish for 

many years and thankfully continues to do so.  She and Cliff came to St. 

Pats over 25 years ago, raised 4 children, and now have 4 granddaughters.  

Sue has worked in Religious Education for years and is on the Pastoral 

Council.  She greatly enjoys doing the Eucharistic Ministry at Masses and 

other things, such as counting the offering too.  Thank you to Sue for her 

past help and current involvement with our parish. 

 

Knight of the Month – Mike Schmader is active through his continued 

leadership in our Crab Dinner Auction, our main fundraiser.  He along with 

his wife Laura, have helped quite a few dinner/auctions, from storing  

auction items, decorating the hall, to being emcee at the auction itself. They 

have two grown children and Mike enjoys fishing a lot.  Thanks to Mike for 

his work for our council and parish. 

 

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY, 

As many of you know I have been working on a limited capacity since the 

first of July due to back/nerve issues.  Having done a variety of treatments it 

was determined that the best thing to remedy the situation would be  

surgery.  I will be having this surgery on December 29th and following the 

surgery I will be away from work for the following 6 weeks.  I will continue 

to do the things I can do from home via computer.  I would like to thank 

each and every one of you who have been keeping me in your prayers, these 

prayers have given me a sense of peace, humor, and a sure and certain hope 

in the future outcome.  I have been assured by so many of you of the love 

which is a reality in this community and not mere lip service.  This is truly a 

blessed and graced community of faith and I am most certainly blessed  

because of it.   Many Blessings now and in the Joyous Season of Christmas 

so near to us all.   Sara 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

Sunday, December 17, 2017     
   9:45a.m.  Religious Education 
   9:45a.m. Adult Education class 
 10:00a.m. Baptism: Aliyah Lopez  
  Rodriguez 
 11:00a.m. Dismissal 
 11:00a.m. Choir practice [Spanish]   
 12:00p.m. Sacramental Prep 
 12:05p.m. Children’s choir practice 
   7:00p.m. Posada: Rosary/food  
Monday, December 18, 2017   
   9:15am Bible Study   
   2:00p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry  
   6:00p.m. Choir practice –Spanish 
   6:00p.m. Confirmation planning mtg    
   6:30p.m. Hispanic Prayer     
   7:00p.m. Christmas Eve Pageant pr.   
   7:00p.m. Bible Study-Spanish 
   7:00p.m. KC Crab Dinner/Auction mtg 
   7:00p.m. Posada: Rosary/food 
   7:00p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group 
Tuesday, December 19, 2017     
   6:30p.m. Spanish RCIA Gr. 
   7:00p.m. Advent Penance Service 
   7:00p.m. Bible Study [Spanish] 
   7:00p.m. Knights of Columbus 
   7:45p.m. Spanish Bible Study        
Wednesday, December 20 2017 
    8:00a.m. Daily Mass  
 10:30a.m. Rackleff Place Mass 
   5:00p.m. Choir practice [Spanish]  
   7:15p.m. Choir practice [English]     
   7:15p.m. Posada: Rosary/Food in Gym     
Thursday, December 21, 2017  
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass   
   8:30a.m. Christmas work party 
 10:30a.m. Hope Village Mass  
 12:00p.m. Eucharistic Adoration    
   7:00p.m. Bible Study   
   7:00p.m. Posada: Rosary/food   
   9:00p.m. Benediction     
Friday, December 22, 2017   
   7:00a.m. Marian Prayer Group 
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass    
   7:00p.m. Posada: Rosary/food 
Saturday, December 23, 2017 
 10:00a.m. Christmas Pageant practice 
   7:00p.m. Posadas 
     
   



YOUR SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSADAS  

You are invited to the celebration of the Posadas here at St. Patrick. We will  

celebrate a posada every night until December 23rd (no Posada on Dec. 19th). We 

will start with a rosary in the church at 7p.m. After the Rosary, food will be served 

in the gym of the Parish Center. Please join us as we celebrate together this  

important part of our faith community. 

 

MONTHLY MASSES AT HOPE VILLAGE AND RACKLEFF 

PLACE 

Join us for our monthly Mass at Rackleff Place this Wednesday, December 20 at 

10:30a.m. and Mass at Hope Village on Thursday, December 21 at 10:30a.m.  

Come and celebrate the Mass with our parishioners who live at Rackleff Place and 

Hope Village.  Our parishioners would love to see you! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK  

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

   +Fr. Luis  Enrigue Hernandez Rosás   

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

 +Joanne Battilega & Herman Battilega by Frank Battilega  

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

+Elsie Daniel by Kessler family 

Friday, December 22, 2017  

 +Bryce Amiel 

Saturday, December 23, 2017 

   5:30p.m. For Baker & Tokarski families  

Sunday, December 24, 2017 

   8:30a.m +Howard Wurdinger Sr. by Heidi Williams 

 11:00a.m. Intention for the Parishioners  

   1:30p.m. Intention for the Parishioners  

Mass Intentions for Christmas, December 25, 2017 

 12:00a.m. Intention for the Parishioners  

   9:30a.m. Intention for the Parishioners  

 11:00a.m. Intention for the Parishioners  

 PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor  
Fr. Arturo Romero 

Email: aromero@archdpdx.org 

503-263-1285 

Deacon  Rev. Mr. Jerry Giger 

Email: Gigerjdg@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Associate 
Sara Creel 

stpatrickpa@gmail.com 

503-263-1290 

Hispanic Ministry 
Heriberto Aguilar     

Email: haguilar@canby.com 

503-263-1292 

Religious Education 

Jody Patershall 

Email: jpatershall@canby.com 

503-263-1287 

Junior High/Senior High  

Coordinator 
Frances Parker 

Email: fparker@canby.com 

503-263-1288 

Bookkeeper 

Sherry Heidt Gamble 

sheidtgamble@gmail.com 

503-263-1289 

Administrative Assistant  

Debbie Newbury 

dnewbury@canby.com 

503-263-1286 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY 

You deserve to decide how your assets 

will be used after you pass away. If you 

have not specified your wishes in a will 

the state will decide for you. Charitable 

bequests support your favorite charities 

and can reduce your estate tax liability 

thus benefiting your heirs. Consider 

making a gift to your favorite ministry 

at St. Patrick’s.  

ST. PATRICK KNIGHTS  

OF COLUMBUS—Council 3484 

Monthly meetings held first 

& third Tuesdays of the 

month in the Multipurpose 

Room of the Parish Center 

at 7:00pm.  

Needed for Weekly Budget Goal   $           8,719.81  

Offertory-December 9/10   $        10,505.17       

Over/(Under)   $          1,785.36   

   

Building Fund Collection  $80.00 
Unemployment            $40.00     
Cemetery  $ 
Immaculate Conception  $1766.75 
Retirement Fund for Religious  $1838.30 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 

“Let all you do be done in Love.” 1Cor 16:14 

St. Patrick volunteers demonstrate this verse continually as they participate in 

the many ministries available to all. Please consider participating in one or 

more ministries as an outlet for expressing your love to God and each other. A 

new Ministry Directory is available in the vestibule of the church or at 

www.stpatricks@canby.com.  



 

 

 

SUNDAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Our final class of the year will be this Sunday, 

December 17th. Classes will resume again on 

Sunday, January 7, 2018. Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 

 

ADVENT PROJECT 

We would like to thank our elementary students, 

their families, and our parishioners for  

participating in both the Knights of Columbus 

toy drive and the hygiene collection for our  

Giving Tree/food bank families. We collected 

many items during this Season of Advent! Your generosity 

will help to make this Christmas Season brighter for the  

families in Northern California, and help to support local 

families in need.  

 

MANY THANKS 

It is with much gratitude that we would like to thank Connie 

Bilton Smith and Daryl Allen for donating the beautiful 

Christmas tree and Nativity set for the religious education 

raffle!  Connie donated the proceeds from her booth at the St. 

Patrick’s Holiday Bazaar to our program as well! We really 

appreciate their support, hard work and hours they spent  

selling tickets! We would also like to thank the following 

volunteers for helping with this fundraiser: Darlene  

Jacobucci, Thelma Kreigshauser, Joyce Prue, and Barbara 

Thomas. Congratulations to parishioner, Dorothy Barich, 

who had the winning raffle ticket for the Nativity set! 

 

WISH LIST 

The Sunday Elementary Program is in need of Legos and  

Little People figurines to make Bible Story Box Sets. If any 

of our families have these items that they no longer use, we 

would appreciate any donations. 

 

2017 GIVING TREE Gifts and Food Items Due 

December 11th 

It is through your generosity that we are able to help 13  

families (66 individuals) with Christmas gifts, food and  

toiletry items.  We provided just under 100 gifts to these  

families.  Thank you for your participation in the 2017  

Giving Tree.  

 

 

 
2017 GIVING TREE VOLUNTEERS 

Our Giving Tree project would not be possible 

without the help and support of our very special 

ladies.  They volunteer with their time and work 

long hours preparing, sorting, shopping and the 

distribution of our Giving Tree items. With much 

gratitude, we would like to thank and recognize 

Patty Crussell, Ellen Hannan, Darlene 

Jacobucci, and Joyce Prue.   

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

If the Canby School District is closed or released 

early or they cancel evening activities due to inclement 

weather, St. Patrick will also CANCEL religious education 

classes that day.  If the Canby School District has a late start, 

we will continue with classes as scheduled.  If you are unable 

to make class due to unsafe conditions, please stay home. 

 
WEDNESDAY RELIGOUS EDUCATION CLASS 

SCHEDULE 

Classes will resume again on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.  

We would like to wish our catechists, volunteers and youth a 

very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 

PRAYER 

We lift our hearts up to you, Lord, 

To thank you for the blessings 

You shower on us each day. 

 

You are the ‘joy of our soul.’ 

We know that in your great love, 

we are held and protected by you. 

 

We pray and listen to the good news  you send; 

we ask and feel the healing. 

We are freed by you 

from the things in this world 

that let me hide from you. 

 

We rejoice, We rejoice, down to our soul. 

Help us to prepare our heart 

to be open and able to receive your immense love. 

Amen 

St. Patrick Religious Education Programs 


