
REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
 
Luke tells us a rather unique story, often referred to as 

“The Presentation of the Lord” or simply “The  

Presentation.” While still an infant, Jesus is taken to the 

temple by his parents. There they meet two people 

about whom we know nothing other than what this  

story tells us: the righteous and devout Simeon, and the 

prophetess Anna. It is typical of Luke to pair this  

stories, one with a male character followed by one with 

a female character. We see that here with Simeon and 

Anna. In this way, and in many others, Luke shows a 

concern for women. Simeon’s canticle begins in  

English with the words, “Now, Master, you may let 

your servant go/in peace.” The gospel was written in 

Greek and later translated into Latin. This verse thus 

began in Latin, “Nuncdimittis servum tuum, Domine. . 

.” This is why it is often referred to today as the Nunc 

Dimittis. The promise to Simeon, that he would not see 

death until he had seen the Messiah of the Lord, was 

fulfilled. Simeon will exit but not before uttering a final 

prophecy to Mary. In this way Luke highlights the role 

of Mary, a woman. Luke’s gospel more than any other 

focuses on Mary, from the annunciation, to the birth, 

the presentation, Jesus’ earthly ministry, and in the 

days following Jesus’ ascension, including Pentecost. 

Mary’s role is prominent in Luke’s gospel.  

Immediately after Simeon exits the scene, the eighty 

four-year old widow prophetess Anna steps to the fore. 

Her worship is punctuated with fasting and prayer, 

much like the early Christians we will hear about in 

Luke’s second volume, the Acts of the Apostles. She 

gives thanks to God and speaks about the child,  

foreshadowing again the prophetess. How many  

women prophets do we recall from the Old Testament? 

They are often men. Yet, for Luke, not even Simeon is 

called a prophet. Instead Anna is a prophetess,  

foreshadowing the equality women enjoy in the ideal 

Christian life. Finally, the gospel reading concludes 

with some fairly innocuous sounding words: “The child 

grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;/and the 

favor of God was upon him.” How many of us imagine 

Jesus as a toddler, or as a young boy? Would he have 

had to ask questions? To learn? Certainly so. Jesus was 

fully human. To be so meant he had to learn. He grew 

and became strong. He reached maturity. He was not a 

divine puppet on the human stage, but he was a real 

human being, born into a family, and raised to maturity. 

This gospel story, unique to Luke, reminds us of the 

equality of women and men, the relationship of the 

family, and the importance of human development as a 

place for God’s favor.     
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A Prayer for Peace for the New Year 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  

Amen 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE 

The Mass for New Year’s Day, January 1, 2018 will be at 9:30a.m.  

 

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office will be closed for New Year’s Day, Monday, 

January 1, 2018. Have a safe and Happy New Year!  

 

DAILY MASS 

We welcome back Fr. John who will be our presider for the week-

day Masses this week, Wednesday, January 3-Friday, January 5, 

2018.  

 

WELCOME FR. PASCAL KUMANDA! 

Father Pascal Kumanda of Cross Catholic Outreach, will be  

visiting our parish next weekend, January 6/7, 2018 to speak at all 

the Masses on behalf of the poor in developing countries. Cross 

Catholic Outreach was founded to create a meaningful link  

between parishes in America and the priests and nuns working in 

the Church overseas in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central and 

South America.  

 

5th SUNDAY ROSARY 

The Knights of Columbus will be saying the Rosary of our Blessed 

Mother prior to the 8:30a.m. and 11:00a.m. Masses this Sunday, 

December 31st, starting at 8:00a.m. and 10:30a.m. Our special 

intention will be praying to our Blessed Mother for world peace.   

 

 



ST. PATRICK INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

Please remember, if Canby School District closes for the day, the Parish 

Office and all parish activities and meetings are cancelled that day. If the 

school district opens late, the Parish Office will open late and all activities 

will proceed as planned according to the weather. Remember, if you are 

unable to make it to Mass or events due to unsafe conditions, please stay 

home. We want our parishioners safe.  

 

33 Days to Morning Glory 

Small-group Retreat  

A New Year’s Resolution You Can 

Keep 
Want to start the New Year in a way that 

will transform your work, your marriage, your family, and your life? Are 

you ready to learn the quickest, surest, and easiest way to holiness? In our 

hectic day and time, Pope John Paul II and Blessed Mother Teresa knew 

that the quickest way to be transformed into a saint is through a relationship 

with Our Blessed Mother, Mary.  Join us on [January 7, 2018], as we begin 

a 33-day preparation for Marian Consecration. Each day we’ll individually 

follow four great Marian giants: St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian  

Kolbe, Blessed Mother Teresa, and Pope John Paul II. They’ll teach us the 

secrets to drawing closer to the Heart of Jesus through the Heart of Mary. In 

our weekly meetings, [Sunday- 9:45a.m. to 10:45a.m.] we’ll share our  

insights within our small group and then watch a 30- minute video. The  

video by popular author and speaker, Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, brings our 

individual reflections and group experience into a clear and live-able focus.  

If you want to transform your relationship with Christ, this is a perfect New 

Year's Resolution. For more information or to register please call Patty  

Rydquist at 503 266-3345. 

 

MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE MEETING 

Tuesday, January 9th at 7:00p.m. in the Parish Center. All are encouraged 

to attend, whether you are still deciding, just want more information or have 

committed to the pilgrimage. This meeting is designed to be more “nuts and 

bolts” addressing 206 Tour requirements and what you can expect between 

now and June. If you are still in doubt, Pray the Rosary, The Blessed  

Mother will guide you. Any questions, please contact Mike Zagyva at 503-

734-8229 or m.zagyva@canby.com. 

 

CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD SERIES 

The New Testament 

Opening the series on Saturday, January 13, 2018 will be Dr. Mark  

Nussberger who will present the gospels for Mark and Matthew. Dr. Elain 

Park will present on Saturday, February 10, “Lucan Literature: Gospel  

of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles.” On March 10, Father Stephen Clovis 

will present “Pauline Literature: Writings of St. Paul” and the final Lecture 

will be on Saturday, April 14 by Father Thomas Koller, OCD, “Johannine  

Literature.” All series begin at 9am with opening prayer and conclude at 

12noon with Prayer.  Cost is $50 for the series or $15 a session. All  

presentations take place at Mount Angel Abbey Library Auditorium.  Please 

call Cecile Beckerman, 503-393-5041. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

Sunday, December 31, 2017    
 11:00p.m. Choir practice [Spanish]    
Monday, January 1, 2018 
   9:30a.m. New Year’s Day Mass 
 Tuesday, January 2, 2018 
   6:30p.m. Spanish RCIA Gr. 
   7:00p.m. Communion Service 
   7:00p.m. Knights of Columbus 
   7:00p.m. Bible Study [Spanish]    
   7:45p.m. Spanish Bible Study        
Wednesday, January 3, 2018 
    8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
   1:30p.m. Food Bank meeting 
   5:00p.m. Choir practice [Spanish]  
   7:00p.m. RCIA 
   7:00p.m. Junior High, Youth Group,  
  Confirmation prep, RCIA    
Thursday, January 4, 2018  
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
 12:00p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
   6:30p.m. Spanish Religious Education 
   7:00p.m. Bible Study 
   8:15p.m. Rosary [Spanish]   
   9:00p.m. Adoration 
Friday, January 5, 2018   
   7:00a.m. Marian Prayer Group 
   8:00a.m. Daily Mass 
 10:00a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
   7:00p.m. Spanish Prayer Group     
      

   



YOUR SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK  

Tuesday, January 2, 2018—Communion Service 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 

Intention for the Parishioners 

Thursday, January 4, 2018 

Intention for the Parishioners 

Friday, January 5, 2018 

Special Intention: for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, Deaconate &  

Religious life 

Saturday, January 6, 2017 

   5:30p.m. Intention for the Parishioners 

Sunday, January 7, 2017 

   8:30a.m Intention for the Parishioners 

 11:00a.m. Special Intention for Sara Creel by the staff 

   1:30p.m. Intention for the Parishioners 

 

 PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor  
Fr. Arturo Romero 

Email: aromero@archdpdx.org 

503-263-1285 

Deacon  Rev. Mr. Jerry Giger 

Email: Gigerjdg@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Associate 
Sara Creel 

stpatrickpa@gmail.com 

503-263-1290 

Hispanic Ministry 
Heriberto Aguilar     

Email: haguilar@canby.com 

503-263-1292 

Religious Education 

Jody Patershall 

Email: jpatershall@canby.com 

503-263-1287 

Junior High/Senior High  

Coordinator 
Frances Parker 

Email: fparker@canby.com 

503-263-1288 

Bookkeeper 

Sherry Heidt Gamble 

sheidtgamble@gmail.com 

503-263-1289 

Administrative Assistant  

Debbie Newbury 

dnewbury@canby.com 

503-263-1286 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY 

Fulfilling philanthropic goals can have 

many tax benefits. Your estate can take 

a deduction for gifts-including cash, 

personal property, real estate, and  

certain investments-made to St.  

Patrick’s upon your death. See your 

financial advisor or estate planning  

professional for more information.  

ST. PATRICK KNIGHTS  

OF COLUMBUS—Council 3484 

Monthly meetings held first 

& third Tuesdays of the 

month in the Multipurpose 

Room of the Parish Center 

at 7:00pm.  

Needed for Weekly Budget Goal   $           8,719.81  

Offertory-December 23/24   $        12,548.93      

Over/(Under)   $           3,829.12        

   

Building Fund Collection  $1.00 
Unemployment            $     
Cemetery  $ 
Offertory—December 24/25  $12,018.80 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 

“Let all you do be done in Love.” 1Cor 16:14 

St. Patrick volunteers demonstrate this verse continually as they participate in 

the many ministries available to all. Please consider participating in one or 

more ministries as an outlet for expressing your love to God and each other. A 

new Ministry Directory is available in the vestibule of the church or at 

www.stpatricks@canby.com.  



 

 

 

SUNDAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

We would like to wish all of our catechists, 

teen volunteers and children a Merry  

Christmas and a blessed New Year.   

Elementary classes resume on Sunday,  

January 7, 2018. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

There will be a parent/child meeting for First 

Reconciliation on Monday, January 8, 2018 

in Room 7/8 of the Parish Center. Students are asked to bring 

their completed, Blessed, reconciliation book with them. A 

second meeting will be offered for those adults and students 

who cannot attend on January 8th.  The meeting will be held 

in Room 9 on Wednesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

WISH LIST 

The Sunday Elementary Program is in need of Legos and  

Little People figurines to make Bible Story Box Sets. If any 

of our families have these items that they no longer use, we 

would appreciate any donations.  

 

2017 GIVING TREE  

It is through your generosity that we are able to help 13  

families (66 individuals) with Christmas gifts, food and  

toiletry items.  Last week we reported that we provided just 

under 100 gifts to these families, we would like to correct 

that number to well over 225 gifts.  Again, we would like to 

thank you for your participation in the 2017 Giving Tree. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INCLEMENT 

WEATHER POLICY 

If the Canby School District is closed or released early or 

they cancel evening activities due to inclement weather, St. 

Patrick will also CANCEL religious education classes that 

day/evening.  If the Canby School District has a late start, we 

will continue with classes as scheduled.  If you are unable to 

make class due to unsafe conditions, please stay home. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY RELIGIOUS  

EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

Classes will resume again on Wednesday, 

 January 3, 2018.  We would like to wish our 

catechists, volunteers and youth a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
CONFIRMATION DAY RETREAT  

SCHEDULED 

Our next confirmation day retreat is scheduled 

for Saturday, January 20th.  The retreat will 

take place at St. Patrick.  Please contact 

Frances Parker for more information or questions at  

fparker@canby.com or 503-263-1288. 

 
 

OTHER IMPORTANT NEWS 

 

COVENANT EYES 

The digital age makes it increasingly difficult for parents to 

guide their children in building good online habits. Our  

children’s spiritual formation takes place in part online, and 

it’s important for parents to not just block content they don’t 

want their children to see, but actually teach them to make 

wise choices online. 

     Part of the reason we’re so proud to offer Covenant Eyes 

to families is that it not only filters out material you don’t 

want them to access, it also provides Internet Accountability 

Reports that show parents what their kids see and do online, 

and can be used to start conversations and encourage  

responsibility in your family. 

     Take advantage of the 30-day free trial of Covenant Eyes 

and start training your family in accountability. Sign up for 

Covenant Eyes today! 

     If you aren’t quite ready to take the leap, download the 

free e-book, Protecting Your Family Online: A How-To 

Guide for Parents. In this e-book you’ll learn: 

• Some of the dangers your kids face 

• How to guard their gadgets 

• What to look for and discuss about their Internet use 

Download your free e-book! 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick Religious Education Programs 
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