
 
February 22, 2022 

 

Dear St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School Parents, 

 

Thank you for entrusting your children to the faculty and staff at St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School.  It is a privilege to form the 

hearts and minds of the children who walk the halls of our school!  

 

We are writing to discuss one of the most misunderstood aspects of our tuition structure, the minimum donation required to be 

considered contributing. There are currently three different tuition levels:  

o Catholic in-parish & contributing 

o Catholic in-parish & non-contributing OR Catholic out-of-parish  

o Non-Catholic  

 

Throughout the Archdiocese, the original intent behind the minimum donation was to allow parents to write off part of their tuition 

since the cost of education is not tax deductible.  If a parent met the minimum donation required, the Church parish would subsidize 

the tuition for parishioner’s children attending the school in the amount of $350 per student and parents received a lower tuition and a 

tax deduction. If someone did not meet the minimum threshold, they would be considered non-contributing parishioners and did not 

receive a $350 discount on their tuition since it was not subsidized by the parish.  

 

There are several reasons the original intention of having a minimum donation is no longer effective:  

1. People see this distinction as a penalty for not giving to the church. The reality is that the minimums are passed on directly 

from the Church to the school to lower tuition and allow parents to receive a tax deduction. 

2. The Federal tax code for standardized deductions has changed, and many people no longer qualify for an itemized deduction 

because the threshold for itemized deductions has been significantly increased. 

3. This distinction causes confusion about tithing and the rationale behind tithing.  The true purpose of tithing / donating to the 

Church is to acknowledge that all of our financial blessings are a gift from God, and we give back to support the church and 

other charities as a way of expressing gratitude to God. These minimum donations distort the purpose of tithing to the 

Church. People think they are supporting the Church and its ministry, but the reality is they are not unless they give above the 

minimum. The minimum is simply passed on to the school on behalf of their children.  

 

Starting with the 2023 - 2024 school year, there will no longer be a distinction in tuition based on contributing or non-

contributing.  The only distinction will be a Catholic and non-Catholic rate.  The reason there is a distinction between Catholic and non-

Catholic is that the school exists to educate Catholics and is subsidized by the parish to lower the cost of education for Catholics.   If 

someone is non-Catholic and chooses to attend SCS, they have a higher tuition because it is not subsidized by the parish.  

 

We are writing now to announce this change because the previous distinction was based on contributions made in the preceding 

calendar year: the minimum donations made in the 2022 calendar year would determine if someone qualified for the tuition discount in 

2023.  Since we are eliminating this distinction in the 2023 - 2024 school year, we want to let parents know that the tuition for Catholic 

students will potentially increase $350 per student if you are currently receiving a discount through the minimum donation setup.  If 

you are not currently receiving the contributing discount, your tuition will not increase aside from the potential cost of living increase 

that happens each year.   We want to let you know now in case you need to adjust your tithing to compensate for this change.  We hope 

that families will continue to tithe and support the Church in the spirit of Christian stewardship because the parish will still financially 

support the parish’s largest ministry, our Catholic school.  We are grateful to those families who support the mission and ministry of St. 

Catherine of Siena Parish.  

 

Our hope is that removing this distinction will eliminate any confusion and offer greater financial transparency.  If you have any 

questions, please let us know. Thank you again for your support of our mission of Catholic education.  

 

 

Fr. Tim Hedrick   Maria Ward 

Pastor    Principal 


