
Rev. Bernard Starman, Pastor 

Rev. Ross Burkhalter, Senior Associate Pastor  

Rev. Joseph Sund, Associate 

Deacon MJ Kersenbrock 

Atkinson NE 

402-925 2122 or Emergency 402-340-0277 

stjosephatknson.org   holtboydcatholic.org    

St. Joseph Church 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

March 20, 2022 

     Mass Intentions for the Week 

Mon     NO MASS                                                       

Tue     10:00 AM  + Gene & Kenny Batenhorst @ GS                                                                               

Wed     8:15 AM  +  Ed & Marianne Jansen                                               

Thu     NO MASS                                                                      

Fri         8:15 AM  + Helen Straka                            

Sat        6:00 PM     STUART                                                                                                                                

Sun     NO 8:30 AM MASS IN STUART 

            10:30 AM  + Bill & Sylvia Morgan Family                                                                                                                 

                                              

                 Confessions: 8 am to 8:20 am  

 

 

 

Mon., Mar. 21—SJ Home & School meeting, 8pm 

Wed., Mar. 23—Adoration, 9am—3pm 

Fri., Mar. 25—Fish Fry in Atkinson, 4:30—8pm 

March 26/27—Archbishop Lucas visits Stuart & Atkinson. See 

Mass schedule above.  Meals served after both Masses. 

Fri., Apr. 1—Stations of the Cross, 12:30pm 

April 17—Easter Masses...7am & 8:30am 

Sun., April 24—First Communion, 10:30am Mass 

Wed., April 27—Cemetery cleanup, 6pm 

                    

          FRIDAYS OF LENT 

     ATKINSON   (4:30 –8:00) 

            March 25, April 8 

For delivery or to go boxes, call Randy Schaaf, 402.340.6054 

or Joe Skrdla, 402.340.6206 

     STUART  (5-7:00) 

     April 1 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

April 1 & 8 @ 12:30 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

“WE ARE A COMMUNITY WITH A 

CALLING TO BUILD AND STRENGTHEN 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST SO 

THAT WE MAY LEAD OTHERS 

FORWARD IN FAITH.” 

The Harvest Is Great; Laborers Are Few 

Vocation crucifix this week—-Roger & Pam Frickel. The 
week of  Mar. 27 —Randy & Diane Rentschler 

——————————————————— 

 

“Responding to God’s Call to Love and to 

Serve” Program——Thank you to all 

parishioners who have completed & 

submitted your Commitment Card. For 

those parishioners who have not yet had the 

opportunity to submit your card, a final 

letter will be mailed to you with a 

personalized commitment Card. We invite 

all faithful parishioners to complete a card 

as our parish goal is 100% participation!  

You may return your card by: 

• mailing it to the church using the pre-

addressed envelope included with the 

letter  

• bring it to Mass next Sunday 

• you may visit our parish website at 

stjosephchurchatkinson.org to complete 

an electronic Commitment Card.  

All cards need to be returned by Sunday, 

April 10 

 

SJ Cemetery Board 

Will Meet...Tue., April 5 

@ 7pm at the KC Hall.  Anyone interested 

in the well-being of our parish cemetery is 

encouraged to attend.    

 

Archbishop Lucas… 

will be making a pastoral visit to 

Stuart, St Boniface & Atkinson, 

St Joseph the weekend of Mar. 

26 & 27.  He will celebrate the 

6pm Sat. evening Mass in Stuart, followed by a potluck. All 

parishioners are welcome to attend. On Sunday morning, 

he’ll celebrate the 10:30am Mass here @ St. Joseph’s. There 

will NOT be an 8:30am Mass that weekend.  A meal will be 

served after Mass @ the KC Hall with everyone invited. SJ 

Parishioners—-ALL FOOD  & TABLE SERVICE WILL BE 

FURNISHED.   



          THE LORD’S PORTION—03.13.22 

 

 Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Catholic Parishes of Western Holt and Boyd Counties,  

In this weekend’s gospel (Luke 13:1-9), the crowd reminds Jesus about the tragedy of what 
happened to a group of Galileans who had been standing at the altar worshipping God when they 
themselves became sacrificial offerings at the hands of Pilate’s henchman. Although not 
historically recorded outside the gospel, this incident would have been as politically explosive as 
those tragedies that are still too familiar in volatile and unreconciled parts of our world and in acts 
of indiscriminate terrorism. Jesus recognizes the unspoken but implied question: Big sinners, big 
suffering? and answers with an explicit No. He himself raises the issue of eighteen people who 
were killed when the tower of Siloam accidentally collapsed on them. Neither of these incidents, 
says Jesus, is about God’s punishment of the victims’ sinfulness, although human nature is 
sometimes and mistakenly quick to make such a judgment. They show, rather, the fragility of our 
lives and the suddenness with which death can overwhelm us. We can be tempted to query, 
privately or publicly, the truth of our response to Psalm 103, “The Lord is kind and merciful,” but 

the laws of nature are not to be equated with the laws of morality.  

Jesus uses these events to make one point: what happened was sudden, with no time to avoid the catastrophes. But there 
is a much greater catastrophe on which the people need to focus: their unpreparedness for the merciful yet just judgment 
of God. So Jesus tells a parable about an unproductive fruit tree. A healthy fruit tree is interdependent, not self-
sufficient; it takes nourishment from the soil in which it is planted and is further nourished by the work of the gardener 
who fertilizes it. In turn, the tree gives back fruit.  

In the judgment of the orchard owner, time has run out for the tree that had not borne fruit for three years, and it 
deserves to be cut down. It is all “take” from the soil that must also nourish the other trees, and no “give.” But the 
gardener begs his master to be patient and allow him another year of extra effort, of digging around and fertilizing the 
tree to see if it will bear some fruit. If it still does not, then it can be cut down. By choosing this reading for Lent, the 
church suggests that the loving patience of our God is giving us another chance to do some seasonal gardening on 
ourselves: to loosen the soil around our personal and communal earthbound roots with the tools of prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving; to fertilize our lives with the rich Lenten liturgy of word and sacrament; and to strengthen, not weaken, one 
another by mutual care and kindness. The tree is a fig, a sturdy tree. Unlike some of our indoor plants, fig trees do not 
droop and die overnight. It takes a long drought, continuous and insidious gnawing at the roots, or protracted neglect to 
make a fig tree barren. And what about us? What has gradually dried up and withered our Christian lives? Are there 
small infidelities gnawing away at the roots of our baptismal commitment? Are we failing to cultivate or prune our 
discipleship so that the sap of the Christ-life may continue to rise within us? Like the Galileans and the victims of the 
Siloam collapse, we can never be sure how many “next years” lie ahead of us. “Today,” this Lent, is the important time 
of conversion. 

Ad multos annos! Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor 

         LITURGICAL MINISTERS — MAR. 27 

MASS TIMES                            SUNDAY   

EMHC   

LECTOR  Michael Sholes 

OFFERTORY GIFTS  M/M Harry Morgan 

ORGANIST  Terri Vrooman 

SERVERS  Ezra Sholes 
Marek Dvorak 
Mason Troidl 
Avery Nemetz 

USHERS   

 

 

GREETERS 

 Rylan Olson 
Braydon Olson 
Trayton Olson 
Chris Jelinek 

 
C&L Nemetz 

 

 

Adult Env.   (27)               1,105.00  

Loose Checks  (2)                  250.00   

Loose Cash                    83.00 

Home Missions  (1)  

Midweek Donations 

Energy  (3) 

One Time Gift  (6) 

                   25.00                      

                   50.00  

                 190.00      

              4,300.00                   

Online Donations(7) 

  

                 471.64    

TOTAL              6,474.64      

We congratulate our second 
grade students as they received 

the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time 

this past Wednesday.    

 


