
Welcome Adorers  
In the past 3 months, the following have made a commitment, or are returning adorers: 

Linda Blaser, Sinara Ferreira, Maribeth Hilo, Sharon Meroni, Kelly Metoyer,   
     Marcy Petros, Jennifer Quesinberry, Lisa Roti, Jessica Schubert, Jocelyne Taboada 

 
— May our Eucharistic Lord bless and reward you! — 

Prayers For Our Troops 
Please remember in your prayers our family 
members serving our country in the armed 
forces: 

 
SERVICEMEN’S PRAYER 

“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  Amen”      
“Lord, thank you for the priests who answered your 
call to serve and minister to the military families.  We 
pray for increase in priestly vocations in the Archdio-
cese of Military Services.”          

Committed Adorers Who Ask           
For Our Prayers 

Lorenzo Almodovar, Remegia Cabada,          
Kevin Callahan, Lyle Nemzin     
 

We continue to pray for family members affected 
by the Covid epidemic. 
 

We continue our prayers for past, and present, family and  adorers.  
Another means of prayer is by entering petitions in the “Petition 
Book” in the rear of the Chapel. 

MARYTOWN Ministry of Care 
 

Committed adorers may request prayers for 
themselves and/or immediate family mem-
bers.  Also, recently deceased immediate fam-
ily members can be listed in the 
“Condolences” section above.  The deceased 
will be remembered during the month of No-
vember.  For more details, please call the Ad-
oration Office at 847-367-7800, ext. 398, or 
contact your hourly Captain. 

Condolences for Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members 

We keep all of our deceased Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members in our prayers, 
especially those whom the Lord has called during 
the pandemic: 
+James Wildman (December 24, 2021) 
+Juanita Guadarrama(October 5, 2022) 
+Karl Grubert (November 26, 2022) 
 
  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen 
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Adoration Hours Needing            
Committed Adorers; 

Hours with No Adorers in Bold 
                                                                                    

Wed:  1 am     Sat: 5 pm             

Our goal is to have 2 adorers for every hour.  Additional 
hours in need of adorers are listed in red on the chart in the 
vestibule of the Chapel.  Committed adorers may want to 
consider signing up for an additional hour. 
 

Do You Have an Inspirational Story? 
Do you have an inspirational story to share of how 
Eucharistic Adoration has affected you in your 
life?  If so, we invite you to share your story with 
fellow adorers.  Please contact the Adoration Of-
fice (847-367-7800, ext. 398) to submit your wit-
ness for publication in the newsletter. 
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III. Increase your time of Eucharistic adoration.  
Friends deepen their love and affection by spend-
ing time together. The same is true of our relation-
ship with Christ. Eucharistic adoration prolongs 
the mystery of Jesus’ self-offering in the Mass. To 
adore the Eucharistic Jesus is to lovingly savor 
and delight in His sacramental presence. It is not 
opposed to the Mass or a substitute to the Mass. 
Rather, Eucharistic adoration flows from the sa-
cred liturgy and back to it again. As lovers’ eyes 
linger in a shared gaze after and before their kiss, 
so adoration before the Eucharist shares a natural 
rhythm of the “kiss” of Holy Communion. Love 
survives on both contemplation and union, on the 
gaze and the kiss.  
Saint Augustine teaches us this when, in speaking 
about the Eucharistic Body of Christ, he said 
that “we consume what we adore, and we adore 
what we consume.” To enter into this circle of 
adoration and consummation is to know a fore-
taste of the beatitude which the Lord desires us to  
know. The Saints are the best teachers of the pow-
er of Eucharistic adoration. Saint Dominic Savio  

once wrote: “To be happy nothing is lacking for 
me in this world; I lack only the vision in Heaven 
of that Jesus, whom with the eyes of faith I now 
see and adore on the altar.” Once a person com-
plained to Saint Teresa of Avila that his faith in 
Jesus would have been stronger if he could have 
seen the Lord during the days of his earthly minis-
try. The Saint quickly responded, “But do we not 
have in the Eucharist the living, true and real Je-
sus present before us? Why look for more?”. Who 
can forget the moving wisdom of the farmer who, 
when asked by Saint John Marie Vianney what he 
does for hours in front of the tabernacle, respond-
ed: “I look at Him and He looks at me.” Venera-
ble J.J. Olier wrote: “When there are two roads 
which will bring me to some place, I take the one 
with more churches so as to be nearer the Blessed 
Sacrament. When I see a place where my Jesus is, 
I could not be happier, and I say, ‘You are here, 
my God and my All’.”  
Extended time in Eucharistic adoration deepens our 
prayer in marvelous ways. Pope Francis spoke of this 
prayer as a kind of necessity during a homily in 
2016: “We cannot know the Lord without this habit of 
worship, to worship in silence, adoration. If I am not 
mistaken, I believe that this prayer of adoration is one 
of the least known by us, it’s the one that we do the 
least. Allow me to say this: waste time in front of the 
Lord, in front of the mystery of Jesus Christ.   

Down in Adoration Falling, Part VI 
By: Most Reverend Thomas J. Olmsted, 

Bishop of Phoenix 
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Worship him. There in silence, the silence of ado-
ration. He is the Savior and I worship him”.  

The expression “waste time in front of the Lord” 
should be understood only through the lens of 
love, of which the saints are constant reminders. 
Blessed Charles de Foucauld wrote in the pres-
ence of the Eucharist: “What a tremendous de-
light, my God! To spend over fifteen hours with-
out having anything else to do but look at you and 
tell you, ‘Lord, I love you.’ Oh, what sweet de-
light.” True, this impressive duration of time may 
have been an extraordinary gift to this holy man 
and hermit. But the faith and love he bore in his 
heart for the Eucharist is a supernatural gift avail-
able to every one of us, poured into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask.  

To all fathers and mothers, let your children see 
that devotion to the Eucharist in adoration is an 
essential, life-giving part of your schedule! As 
every parent knows, children learn from con-
sistent actions more than words. When I was a 
boy, I was deeply impressed by the sight of my 
father genuflecting before the tabernacle. His 
humble and straight-forward witness communi-
cated more to me about the truth of the Eucharist 
than even the best of catechists. When it comes to 
the Eucharist, every child’s heart secretly asks: 
does Dad believe it? Does Mom believe it? Tell 
them you do! But above all, show them you 
do. Eucharistic adoration does this in a powerful 
way. It is never too late to start this practice, no 
matter the age of your children.  

There are a host of ways to increase the time we 
spend in Eucharistic adoration. I’ll suggest just a 
few for your consideration. 

• Make a ten-minute visit to the tabernacle in a 
church or chapel on the way back from work, 
on the way to a family gathering, or even on 
the way to a simple daily errand. It’s not 

about the length of time spent; it is about the 
faith, hope, and love with which you spend 
those moments in the Lord’s presence. 

• Find out when your parish has Eucharistic 
adoration and schedule a weekly or monthly 
time (perhaps 30 to 60 minutes) and stick to 
it. Consider inviting your spouse, family, or a 
friend to accompany you. 

During your time of adoration, consider praying 
the liturgy of the hours, the rosary, prayerfully 
reading the Scriptures, reading a good spiritual 
book, or using a collection of prayers for use in 
the adoration, or gazing on the Sacred Host in 
silence. 

IV. Invite a friend to join you in adoration.  

Call to mind a loved one who feels himself or 
herself to be far from the Church. Think of a 
friend who finds the Mass difficult to understand 
and to engage. Consider an acquaintance in your 
life who does not believe in God or in Christ. 
Now imagine each of these persons sitting quietly 
and peacefully next to you in a beautiful place of 
adoration for ten minutes of Eucharistic adora-
tion. What gentle but profound effect might it 
have in his or her heart?  

The Gospels present a clear pattern in which Jesus 
makes Himself present to people before He teach-
es, and certainly long before He draws them into 
His act of worship in His Paschal Mystery. We 
might say the general pattern is: first His pres-
ence, then His worship. The Lord is present in 
many ways. But do we trust that the Eucharistic 
Christ can and will touch the hearts of our friends, 
if we but invite them to be near Him there?  

Of course, it takes prudence and discernment to 
know when and how to offer such an invitation. 
But the times for such friendly invitations do 
come!  

Promulgated on Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper, April 1, 2021.  Thomas J. 
Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix 

Down in Adoration Falling, Part VI 
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We offer fraternal encourage-
ment and spiritual support to 
those who suffer with chronic or 
long-term conditions through 
the intercession of St Maximili-
an Kolbe, founder of the Militia 
Immaculatae and patron of 
Marytown.     

            

       Bro. David Wagner, OFM, Conv.,   
Bro. Martin Schmitz, OFM Conv.,  
Fr. Bernard Geiger, OFM Conv., 

Stephen Welsch,  
Steve Shebenik,  

Donna Krzyzanowski  
Welly Madinaveitia, OFS, 

Susan Tourtelot, 
Dick Schultz                

 

  Mary, health of the sick, pray for us. 
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Twenty Fifth Eucharistic 
Adorers’ Gathering 

Marytown’s Twenty Fifth  Annual Eucharistic 
Adorers’ Gathering was held on Sunday, No-
vember 20, 2022.  About 87 adorers and guests 
participated in this year’s celebration.  The 
Gathering begin with Sunday Mass at 9:00 
a.m. followed by brunch, a general session 
with a talk, and concluding with benediction.  
After the brunch, Fr. Arturo Felix, OFM Conv. 
gave a talk on Mary and the Eucharist.  Thanks 
to all who attended!  And many thanks to all of 
the 217 committed adorers who currently par-
ticipate in the Adoration Apostolate.  May God 
reward your loving dedication! 

Adorers’ Anniversaries 

This year, we are recognizing anniversaries 
of continuous adoration completed in year 
2022.  Congratulations to all listed below 
who have  kept their commitment to Christ in 
the Holy Eucharist! 
 

5 years 

Socorro Apuli         Elaine Brya      
Sonia Escobar        Rene Flores          
Carolina Gonzalez      Donna Krzyzanowski 
Carole ONeill      Linda Millman      
Mary Wirth   

10 years 

Lorenzo Almodovar Mary Almodovar     
Ismael Campos Lizabeth Johnson  
Loretta Johnson      Glenn Lauer          
Paul Watson            Andy Wytaniec        
Jane Wytaniec             Maria Zeman   

15 years 

Carlito Cabada Remegia Cabada     
Elena Krimmer   

20 years 

Kevin Krebs  Therese Ruedig     

25 years 

Bona Bernardo Helen Dietz 

Over 25 years 

Margie Lee              Antonio Lee  

James Quirke        Gary Sarsok       

Lillian Shutty        Robert Shutty 

 



 

 

MARYTOWN 
Upcoming Events 

 
June 19, 2022-June 11, 2023 

 Diocesan Year of Eucharistic Revival 
 
 

January 1, 2023 (Sunday) 
Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  
 

January 8, 2023 (Sunday) 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Blessing of Chalk and Incense  
 

February 2, 2023 
The Presentation of the Lord 

 
February 11, 2023 

Our Lady of Lourdes  
 

February 22, 2023 
Ash Wednesday 

 
March 18, 2023 

Militia of the Immaculata Consecration Preparation Class 
 

March 25, 2023 
The Annunciation of the Lord 

 

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events. 

And Do Not Forget—Leaving Town? 
It is the obligation of Catholics to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  Obligation

--even when traveling.  Call in advance to your destination to find Mass times, or 
search for Mass times by visiting: www.masstimes.org      
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My name is Father Robert LeBlanc, but you can feel 
free to call me Father Bobby.  
I grew up in a town called Libertyville in the northern 
suburbs of Chicago, IL with my parents and one 
younger brother, Jason. My family and I split time 
attending Mass at our home parish of St. Joseph’s and 
a place called Marytown, the National Shrine of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe. Jason was the altar server grow-
ing up, while I always sat in the pews with my par-
ents. Oftentimes, people would tell him that he would 
be a great priest someday, while the thought of priest-
hood never even crossed my mind. From the time I 
was little, I always wanted to get married, have kids 
and support a wife and children just as my father has 
supported my family. 
I knew from a young age that faith in Jesus Christ 
was important because of the way my parents lived 
and raised my brother and me. In 2007, on Sept. 15, 
the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, I did something 
that I now see as a crucial moment in my life of faith 
— I consecrated myself to the Blessed Mother at 
Marytown. As a high schooler simply going through 
the motions, I didn’t think much of it. However, look-
ing back on this moment, which I have stored in my 
calendar, I truly believe it to be when Mary took me 
under her wing and began guiding me to her Son and 
to His priesthood. 
Boston University was my dream school growing up. 
While I lived in Illinois, both of my parents are origi-
nally from Newton, MA, and I have always consid-
ered Boston to be my home. As soon as I received my 
acceptance letter to BU, my mind was already made 
up. I purchased Red Sox tickets for September and 
made my way to college in 2009. 
At first, I wasn’t sure what degree to pursue, but I 
eventually settled on sports journalism because of my 
passion for sports. But as you may have already 
guessed, God had other plans for me. I became heavi-
ly involved in the Boston University Catholic Center, 
a place I would call my home-away-from-home in 
college. I began living out my faith on my own, and I 
made many strong friendships. I attended retreats, 
men’s groups, Bible studies, and I grew deeper in my 

relationship with Christ. Most importantly, I fre-
quented the sacraments as I began to go to daily Mass 
and make regular confessions. Jesus Christ was at 
work in my life. 
During my junior year at BU, another crucial moment 
in my life of faith occurred. The chaplain of the Cath-
olic Center asked me if I had ever considered the 
priesthood. It is the first time I ever remember being 
asked this question, and it changed my life. I had nev-
er even considered the priesthood, but as soon as the 
question was asked, I knew I had to make a good 
discernment. I also knew that the priesthood was not 
at all part of my lifelong plan to have a family, and so 
I was conflicted. From the very beginning of my dis-
cernment, I had an inkling deep down that the Lord 
was calling me to the priesthood. I just had no inten-
tion of admitting it right away  
Over the next several years, I finished up at BU as a 
student and worked at the Catholic Center for two 
years doing campus ministry. All the while I contin-
ued discerning the priesthood, realizing more and 
more that the Lord wanted me to apply to seminary. I 
had little desire to be a priest, so this became my 
prayer: “Lord, if you want me to go to the seminary, 
you have to give me the desire for the priesthood.” 
And as I began to pray this prayer regularly, my de-
sire for the priesthood began to grow. I told the Lord 
I’d do whatever he asked, but for a long time, I didn’t 
really mean it, until one day. I was driving to work on 
a rainy day, and for the first time in my life, I com-
pletely surrendered to God and told Him I would do 
whatever He asked of me. I meant it, and I knew it. 
God knew it. I decided at that moment that I would 
apply to seminary, and I was immediately overcome 
with the most peace and joy I had ever felt. It’s diffi-
cult to describe, but I knew it was peace and joy that 
could only come from God.  
To make a long story short, I applied and was accept-
ed to St. John’s Seminary in Brighton and began to 
study for the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton. Within the first year at St. John’s, I knew God 
was calling me to the priesthood.  

Continued  on Page 4 
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I loved my time in seminary. While there were 
great challenges — easily some of the greatest 
of my life — God continued to give me peace 
and joy about my vocation. I immersed myself 
in formation, made some of the best friends of 
my life, and grew deeper and deeper in love 
with Christ, His Church and the priesthood. 

On May 24, 2021, I was ordained a priest of 
Jesus Christ forever. The day of my ordination 
was easily the most joyful of my life. During 
my time at seminary, I came to understand that 
surrender to God must be a daily occurrence. I 
learned that each day I must wake up and be 
willing to give the Lord everything. I did the 
same thing on my ordination day, and I try my 
best to do the same every day as a priest. Peace 
and joy are fruits of the Holy Spirit, and I be-
lieve that by surrendering to God, He has given 
me these fruits as great gifts. The peace and joy 
that I received when I first surrendered to the 
Lord has increased a hundredfold since my or-
dination. 
I love being a Catholic priest, serving in the 
Archdiocese of Boston. My first assignment is 
St. Mary’s of the Assumption Parish in Brook-
line. I could not be happier. 

People have asked me what I love the most so 
far in the priesthood. The answer is simple and 
perhaps obvious. What I love the most is cele-
brating the sacrifice of the Mass and hearing 
confessions. I absolutely love waking up every 
day, opening the church and celebrating Mass 
for parishioners. I love going to the assisted 
living facility and bringing Mass to people who 
have not had it in over a year. I love going to 
the Missionaries of Charity in Dorchester and 
offering Mass for them. I love hearing confes-
sions whether at a regularly scheduled time or 
whenever people drop by the rectory and ask. 
Two weekends ago, I had the greatest privilege 
of my life as I presided at my brother’s Nuptial 

Mass. I could not have been happier. While I 
once thought that our roles might be reversed, I 
knew in standing in front of the altar, God had 
us right where He wanted us. God does indeed 
work in mysterious ways, but we must surren-
der to Him in order to allow Him the space to 
do so.  
Gratitude is the only word that suffices to sum 
up my first month-and-a-half as a priest. I am 
grateful to God for calling me to the priesthood. 
I am grateful to Cardinal Seán for ordaining 
me. I am grateful to my parents and my brother 
for their unconditional love and support. I am 
grateful to my friends who have always encour-
aged me in my vocation. I am grateful to my 
seminary formators and all the priests in my life 
who have helped me become the priest I am 
today. And I am grateful to each and every per-
son who has prayed for me. God has undoubt-
edly accepted those prayers, and through them, 
given me the grace to persevere. 

For those discerning a vocation, whether you 
are called to the priesthood, religious life or 
marriage, my biggest piece of advice is to sur-
render yourself to Jesus Christ. Give Him eve-
rything, and you will receive more in return 
than you can possibly imagine. I pray that you 
receive the peace and joy that God has given 
me in my life. 

Father Robert LeBlanc 
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We pray through the intercession of our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Life, that our God-given 

freedoms of conscience and religion be respected and protected by the president and his      
administration, as we continue to pray for the sanctity of life, 

Our Lady of Lourdes, February 11, 2023 
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On February 11, 1858, St. Bernadette Soubir-
ous witnessed the first of eighteen apparitions 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the grotto of 
Massabielle near Lourdes, France.  During the 
third apparition, Our Lady told Bernadette “I 
don’t promise you happiness in this life but in 
the next”.  At the eighth apparition, Bernadette 
was told to “Pray for the conversion of sin-
ners”.  During the ninth apparition, the message 
was, “Go, drink at the spring and wash your-
self.”.  At the thirteenth apparition, Our Lady 
said, “Go and tell the priests to come here in 
procession and to build a chapel”.  Finally, It 
would be during the sixteenth apparition on 
March 25th (Feast of the Annunciation) that 
Our Lady would say to Bernadette in her local 
dialect, “I am the Immaculate Conception”. 

Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or 
sought thy intercession was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I 
come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrow-
ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, des-
pise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me.  Amen 

Memorare 
Acuérdate, Oh piadosisima Virgen Maria que 
jamás se oyó decir que hayas abandonado a 
ninguno de cuantos han acudido a tu amparo 
implorando tu protección y reclamando tu 
auxillo.  Animado con esta confianza, también 
yo acudo a ti Virgen de las virgenes, y gimien-
do bajo el peso de mis pecados me atrevo a 
comparecer ante tu soberana presencia.  No 
deseches mis súplicas, Madre del Verbo 
divino, antes bien óyelas y acógelas benig-
namente. Amén 
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Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events. 

And Do Not Forget—Leaving Town? 
It is the obligation of Catholics to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  Obligation

--even when traveling.  Call in advance to your destination to find Mass times, or 
search for Mass times by visiting: www.masstimes.org      
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My name is Father Robert LeBlanc, but you can feel 
free to call me Father Bobby.  
I grew up in a town called Libertyville in the northern 
suburbs of Chicago, IL with my parents and one 
younger brother, Jason. My family and I split time 
attending Mass at our home parish of St. Joseph’s and 
a place called Marytown, the National Shrine of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe. Jason was the altar server grow-
ing up, while I always sat in the pews with my par-
ents. Oftentimes, people would tell him that he would 
be a great priest someday, while the thought of priest-
hood never even crossed my mind. From the time I 
was little, I always wanted to get married, have kids 
and support a wife and children just as my father has 
supported my family. 
I knew from a young age that faith in Jesus Christ 
was important because of the way my parents lived 
and raised my brother and me. In 2007, on Sept. 15, 
the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, I did something 
that I now see as a crucial moment in my life of faith 
— I consecrated myself to the Blessed Mother at 
Marytown. As a high schooler simply going through 
the motions, I didn’t think much of it. However, look-
ing back on this moment, which I have stored in my 
calendar, I truly believe it to be when Mary took me 
under her wing and began guiding me to her Son and 
to His priesthood. 
Boston University was my dream school growing up. 
While I lived in Illinois, both of my parents are origi-
nally from Newton, MA, and I have always consid-
ered Boston to be my home. As soon as I received my 
acceptance letter to BU, my mind was already made 
up. I purchased Red Sox tickets for September and 
made my way to college in 2009. 
At first, I wasn’t sure what degree to pursue, but I 
eventually settled on sports journalism because of my 
passion for sports. But as you may have already 
guessed, God had other plans for me. I became heavi-
ly involved in the Boston University Catholic Center, 
a place I would call my home-away-from-home in 
college. I began living out my faith on my own, and I 
made many strong friendships. I attended retreats, 
men’s groups, Bible studies, and I grew deeper in my 

relationship with Christ. Most importantly, I fre-
quented the sacraments as I began to go to daily Mass 
and make regular confessions. Jesus Christ was at 
work in my life. 
During my junior year at BU, another crucial moment 
in my life of faith occurred. The chaplain of the Cath-
olic Center asked me if I had ever considered the 
priesthood. It is the first time I ever remember being 
asked this question, and it changed my life. I had nev-
er even considered the priesthood, but as soon as the 
question was asked, I knew I had to make a good 
discernment. I also knew that the priesthood was not 
at all part of my lifelong plan to have a family, and so 
I was conflicted. From the very beginning of my dis-
cernment, I had an inkling deep down that the Lord 
was calling me to the priesthood. I just had no inten-
tion of admitting it right away  
Over the next several years, I finished up at BU as a 
student and worked at the Catholic Center for two 
years doing campus ministry. All the while I contin-
ued discerning the priesthood, realizing more and 
more that the Lord wanted me to apply to seminary. I 
had little desire to be a priest, so this became my 
prayer: “Lord, if you want me to go to the seminary, 
you have to give me the desire for the priesthood.” 
And as I began to pray this prayer regularly, my de-
sire for the priesthood began to grow. I told the Lord 
I’d do whatever he asked, but for a long time, I didn’t 
really mean it, until one day. I was driving to work on 
a rainy day, and for the first time in my life, I com-
pletely surrendered to God and told Him I would do 
whatever He asked of me. I meant it, and I knew it. 
God knew it. I decided at that moment that I would 
apply to seminary, and I was immediately overcome 
with the most peace and joy I had ever felt. It’s diffi-
cult to describe, but I knew it was peace and joy that 
could only come from God.  
To make a long story short, I applied and was accept-
ed to St. John’s Seminary in Brighton and began to 
study for the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton. Within the first year at St. John’s, I knew God 
was calling me to the priesthood.  

Continued  on Page 4 



Worship him. There in silence, the silence of ado-
ration. He is the Savior and I worship him”.  

The expression “waste time in front of the Lord” 
should be understood only through the lens of 
love, of which the saints are constant reminders. 
Blessed Charles de Foucauld wrote in the pres-
ence of the Eucharist: “What a tremendous de-
light, my God! To spend over fifteen hours with-
out having anything else to do but look at you and 
tell you, ‘Lord, I love you.’ Oh, what sweet de-
light.” True, this impressive duration of time may 
have been an extraordinary gift to this holy man 
and hermit. But the faith and love he bore in his 
heart for the Eucharist is a supernatural gift avail-
able to every one of us, poured into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask.  

To all fathers and mothers, let your children see 
that devotion to the Eucharist in adoration is an 
essential, life-giving part of your schedule! As 
every parent knows, children learn from con-
sistent actions more than words. When I was a 
boy, I was deeply impressed by the sight of my 
father genuflecting before the tabernacle. His 
humble and straight-forward witness communi-
cated more to me about the truth of the Eucharist 
than even the best of catechists. When it comes to 
the Eucharist, every child’s heart secretly asks: 
does Dad believe it? Does Mom believe it? Tell 
them you do! But above all, show them you 
do. Eucharistic adoration does this in a powerful 
way. It is never too late to start this practice, no 
matter the age of your children.  

There are a host of ways to increase the time we 
spend in Eucharistic adoration. I’ll suggest just a 
few for your consideration. 

• Make a ten-minute visit to the tabernacle in a 
church or chapel on the way back from work, 
on the way to a family gathering, or even on 
the way to a simple daily errand. It’s not 

about the length of time spent; it is about the 
faith, hope, and love with which you spend 
those moments in the Lord’s presence. 

• Find out when your parish has Eucharistic 
adoration and schedule a weekly or monthly 
time (perhaps 30 to 60 minutes) and stick to 
it. Consider inviting your spouse, family, or a 
friend to accompany you. 

During your time of adoration, consider praying 
the liturgy of the hours, the rosary, prayerfully 
reading the Scriptures, reading a good spiritual 
book, or using a collection of prayers for use in 
the adoration, or gazing on the Sacred Host in 
silence. 

IV. Invite a friend to join you in adoration.  

Call to mind a loved one who feels himself or 
herself to be far from the Church. Think of a 
friend who finds the Mass difficult to understand 
and to engage. Consider an acquaintance in your 
life who does not believe in God or in Christ. 
Now imagine each of these persons sitting quietly 
and peacefully next to you in a beautiful place of 
adoration for ten minutes of Eucharistic adora-
tion. What gentle but profound effect might it 
have in his or her heart?  

The Gospels present a clear pattern in which Jesus 
makes Himself present to people before He teach-
es, and certainly long before He draws them into 
His act of worship in His Paschal Mystery. We 
might say the general pattern is: first His pres-
ence, then His worship. The Lord is present in 
many ways. But do we trust that the Eucharistic 
Christ can and will touch the hearts of our friends, 
if we but invite them to be near Him there?  

Of course, it takes prudence and discernment to 
know when and how to offer such an invitation. 
But the times for such friendly invitations do 
come!  

Promulgated on Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper, April 1, 2021.  Thomas J. 
Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix 

Down in Adoration Falling, Part VI 
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We offer fraternal encourage-
ment and spiritual support to 
those who suffer with chronic or 
long-term conditions through 
the intercession of St Maximili-
an Kolbe, founder of the Militia 
Immaculatae and patron of 
Marytown.     

            

       Bro. David Wagner, OFM, Conv.,   
Bro. Martin Schmitz, OFM Conv.,  
Fr. Bernard Geiger, OFM Conv., 

Stephen Welsch,  
Steve Shebenik,  

Donna Krzyzanowski  
Welly Madinaveitia, OFS, 

Susan Tourtelot, 
Dick Schultz                

 

  Mary, health of the sick, pray for us. 
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Twenty Fifth Eucharistic 
Adorers’ Gathering 

Marytown’s Twenty Fifth  Annual Eucharistic 
Adorers’ Gathering was held on Sunday, No-
vember 20, 2022.  About 87 adorers and guests 
participated in this year’s celebration.  The 
Gathering begin with Sunday Mass at 9:00 
a.m. followed by brunch, a general session 
with a talk, and concluding with benediction.  
After the brunch, Fr. Arturo Felix, OFM Conv. 
gave a talk on Mary and the Eucharist.  Thanks 
to all who attended!  And many thanks to all of 
the 217 committed adorers who currently par-
ticipate in the Adoration Apostolate.  May God 
reward your loving dedication! 

Adorers’ Anniversaries 

This year, we are recognizing anniversaries 
of continuous adoration completed in year 
2022.  Congratulations to all listed below 
who have  kept their commitment to Christ in 
the Holy Eucharist! 
 

5 years 

Socorro Apuli         Elaine Brya      
Sonia Escobar        Rene Flores          
Carolina Gonzalez      Donna Krzyzanowski 
Carole ONeill      Linda Millman      
Mary Wirth   

10 years 

Lorenzo Almodovar Mary Almodovar     
Ismael Campos Lizabeth Johnson  
Loretta Johnson      Glenn Lauer          
Paul Watson            Andy Wytaniec        
Jane Wytaniec             Maria Zeman   

15 years 

Carlito Cabada Remegia Cabada     
Elena Krimmer   

20 years 

Kevin Krebs  Therese Ruedig     

25 years 

Bona Bernardo Helen Dietz 

Over 25 years 

Margie Lee              Antonio Lee  

James Quirke        Gary Sarsok       

Lillian Shutty        Robert Shutty 

 



Welcome Adorers  
In the past 3 months, the following have made a commitment, or are returning adorers: 

Linda Blaser, Sinara Ferreira, Maribeth Hilo, Sharon Meroni, Kelly Metoyer,   
     Marcy Petros, Jennifer Quesinberry, Lisa Roti, Jessica Schubert, Jocelyne Taboada 

 
— May our Eucharistic Lord bless and reward you! — 

Prayers For Our Troops 
Please remember in your prayers our family 
members serving our country in the armed 
forces: 

 
SERVICEMEN’S PRAYER 

“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  Amen”      
“Lord, thank you for the priests who answered your 
call to serve and minister to the military families.  We 
pray for increase in priestly vocations in the Archdio-
cese of Military Services.”          

Committed Adorers Who Ask           
For Our Prayers 

Lorenzo Almodovar, Remegia Cabada,          
Kevin Callahan, Lyle Nemzin     
 

We continue to pray for family members affected 
by the Covid epidemic. 
 

We continue our prayers for past, and present, family and  adorers.  
Another means of prayer is by entering petitions in the “Petition 
Book” in the rear of the Chapel. 

MARYTOWN Ministry of Care 
 

Committed adorers may request prayers for 
themselves and/or immediate family mem-
bers.  Also, recently deceased immediate fam-
ily members can be listed in the 
“Condolences” section above.  The deceased 
will be remembered during the month of No-
vember.  For more details, please call the Ad-
oration Office at 847-367-7800, ext. 398, or 
contact your hourly Captain. 

Condolences for Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members 

We keep all of our deceased Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members in our prayers, 
especially those whom the Lord has called during 
the pandemic: 
+James Wildman (December 24, 2021) 
+Juanita Guadarrama(October 5, 2022) 
+Karl Grubert (November 26, 2022) 
 
  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen 
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Adoration Hours Needing            
Committed Adorers; 

Hours with No Adorers in Bold 
                                                                                    

Wed:  1 am     Sat: 5 pm             

Our goal is to have 2 adorers for every hour.  Additional 
hours in need of adorers are listed in red on the chart in the 
vestibule of the Chapel.  Committed adorers may want to 
consider signing up for an additional hour. 
 

Do You Have an Inspirational Story? 
Do you have an inspirational story to share of how 
Eucharistic Adoration has affected you in your 
life?  If so, we invite you to share your story with 
fellow adorers.  Please contact the Adoration Of-
fice (847-367-7800, ext. 398) to submit your wit-
ness for publication in the newsletter. 

 

MARYTOWN                       
EUCHARISTIC    ADORATION    APOSTOLATE 

NEWSLETTER  

1600 West Park Ave. Libertyville IL, 60048 
Apostolate Office: 847.367.7800 x 398 

www.kolbeshrine.org 

Spiritual Director: Fr. Lawrence Zurek, OFM Conv. 

Volume 25                                                    Winter, 2023                                                     Number 1 

III. Increase your time of Eucharistic adoration.  
Friends deepen their love and affection by spend-
ing time together. The same is true of our relation-
ship with Christ. Eucharistic adoration prolongs 
the mystery of Jesus’ self-offering in the Mass. To 
adore the Eucharistic Jesus is to lovingly savor 
and delight in His sacramental presence. It is not 
opposed to the Mass or a substitute to the Mass. 
Rather, Eucharistic adoration flows from the sa-
cred liturgy and back to it again. As lovers’ eyes 
linger in a shared gaze after and before their kiss, 
so adoration before the Eucharist shares a natural 
rhythm of the “kiss” of Holy Communion. Love 
survives on both contemplation and union, on the 
gaze and the kiss.  
Saint Augustine teaches us this when, in speaking 
about the Eucharistic Body of Christ, he said 
that “we consume what we adore, and we adore 
what we consume.” To enter into this circle of 
adoration and consummation is to know a fore-
taste of the beatitude which the Lord desires us to  
know. The Saints are the best teachers of the pow-
er of Eucharistic adoration. Saint Dominic Savio  

once wrote: “To be happy nothing is lacking for 
me in this world; I lack only the vision in Heaven 
of that Jesus, whom with the eyes of faith I now 
see and adore on the altar.” Once a person com-
plained to Saint Teresa of Avila that his faith in 
Jesus would have been stronger if he could have 
seen the Lord during the days of his earthly minis-
try. The Saint quickly responded, “But do we not 
have in the Eucharist the living, true and real Je-
sus present before us? Why look for more?”. Who 
can forget the moving wisdom of the farmer who, 
when asked by Saint John Marie Vianney what he 
does for hours in front of the tabernacle, respond-
ed: “I look at Him and He looks at me.” Venera-
ble J.J. Olier wrote: “When there are two roads 
which will bring me to some place, I take the one 
with more churches so as to be nearer the Blessed 
Sacrament. When I see a place where my Jesus is, 
I could not be happier, and I say, ‘You are here, 
my God and my All’.”  
Extended time in Eucharistic adoration deepens our 
prayer in marvelous ways. Pope Francis spoke of this 
prayer as a kind of necessity during a homily in 
2016: “We cannot know the Lord without this habit of 
worship, to worship in silence, adoration. If I am not 
mistaken, I believe that this prayer of adoration is one 
of the least known by us, it’s the one that we do the 
least. Allow me to say this: waste time in front of the 
Lord, in front of the mystery of Jesus Christ.   

Down in Adoration Falling, Part VI 
By: Most Reverend Thomas J. Olmsted, 

Bishop of Phoenix 
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