
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting – October 13, 2022  

In attendance: Beth Eby, Karl Eby, Dan Spenst, Cait Lasnoski, Sarah Susanka, Tony Dziad, 

Renee Stong, Sarah Adams, Carol Baron, Tim Sheehan, Deacon Rick Miller, Fr. Jason Marco, 

Sylvia Martinez 

Renee moved to mend the minutes by adding Sarah’s Susanka’s name and herself as attending 

the September Diocesan Institute. 

Beth Eby (youth director) read an update on youth group and evaluated what the past year has 

been like for her and the youth of the parish. Challenges are that it is a little too much of an open 

ended position, and suggested a few key changes: 

1. Revival of a youth committee – parishioners, youth, parents 

2. Conversion of the role of the youth minister to an actual part-time paid position. Her 

position could be easily increased to a full 15-20 hours per week.  

She wanted to bring these things to the parish council to get the ball rolling. She started 2 springs 

ago and plans to finish out the school year (until May of 2023) and then step aside.  

Kyle stated that parish council can reinstate a youth committee, and make a recommendation 

about a youth minister position, but that will need the approval of the finance committee. 

Renee Stong wants to note that the youth committee a few years ago also brought forth the issue 

of the youth minister needing to be a part time paid position. Fr. Jason thinks we could expand it 

to a full time position. A discussion ensued about how many youth are eligible to participate in 

youth group and who is actually attending the group. We tend to loose kids who are in public 

school once they’ve been confirmed.  

Kyle asked if the parish council wants to reinstate a youth committee. Renee and Sarah S. said 

the previous youth committee just petered out. Kyle asked for objections to reinstating the youth 

committee. A challenge with the previous committee was having participants that reflected 

homeschooled and public schooled youth. Including youth in the committee is a good idea. Beth 

sees the youth committee meeting twice a year. Karl suggested 8-10 serving on the committee. A 

suggestion was made to have Fr. Jason appoint them, and to have a representative from parish 

council be involved. Sarah S. volunteered. Fr. Jason said that is a good idea given her position 

leading CCD. 

Kyle proposed a motion to reinstate a youth committee of 8-10 people with Sarah S. and Cait 

serving from parish council. A draft will be made by Renee to outline the roles, time of service, 

duties, and construct of the youth committee and a job description for youth minister. The 

motion passed.  

Sarah A. spoke about growing synodality in our parish council and growing the practice of 

intentional listening in our church, and how parish council can start modeling this. She quoted 

the articles in the September register from the Bishop and Dianna Waggener that encouraged 

these things in our diocese. Fr. Jason discussed how these things were touched upon in his 

priestly meeting and encouraged us to continue the dialogue. 



Cait asked how we can mention pastoral issues in a parish council setting. 

Sarah A. referenced the Pastoral Parish Council constitutions and how they define pastoral 

works. Sarah also called attention to getting views from all sides of a situation, problem, or story 

if you bring a pastoral issue to the council, and also trying to play the devil’s advocate and ask 

ourselves who’s voice we are leaving out or missing in our discussions. 

Sylvia brought up the church in Hudson and said that they feel like someone in the room who is 

forgotten, and their head is on the chopping block and they need our support. Fr. Jason talked 

about how he supports Hudson and the Bishops plans are not set in stone, and it looks like 

Hudson will stay open. Fr. Jason talked about how there is robust attendance there, and they are 

part of our parish, and we will fight for them. Fr. Jason mentioned his concern is toward those 

attending Fort Washakie and how to bring them back to Holy Rosary. 

Kyle inquired about a process to bring pastoral issues up to the council. Tim suggested having a 

set time where issues are brought up. Fr. Jason says to just bring up issues and let it flow from 

there. Tim says that we talk about it and mold agenda items for the next meeting. Sarah A. 

suggested we have a time of silence, and then a listening period where people have share for 1-3 

minutes without comments or discussion from others, and then mold agenda items for the next 

meeting from this listening period. We start this at the end of the meeting at 7pm. We will start 

this at the next meeting. 

Renee reported that St. Brendan’s mission church in Jeffrey City was asked by the diocese close. 

That process began in June, with a final Mass and the church being decommissioned. The legal 

process of deeding over the building to a private party is ongoing. The soon to be new owners 

state they want to leave the church as it is for historical purposes, and they intend to deed the 

church back to the diocese after their passing. The new owners are the former caretakers.  

Renee stated that Lisa Sheehan would like to have a pro-life bulletin board in Boeseke Hall. 

Renee drew attention to the veteran’s bulletin board that hasn’t been altered in a number of 

years. Cait said we could use the space that Catholic schoolhouse currently uses. It was agreed 

that the bulletin board that a portion of the board Catholic Schoolhouse uses could be used for 

the pro-life purposes. Cait suggested we announce in the bulletin about the bulletin boards and 

ask people to update them, or they will be dismantled. 

Regarding the Bishop’s visit, Fr. Jason wants to emphasize people attending, especially those in 

service positions in the church. All are encouraged to attend: Hudson, WCC students, etc. It will 

begin at 3:30pm and end with the Bishop celebrating Mass at 6pm. Confessions will be cancelled 

that day.  

Renee asked for volunteers to help with set-up for the Bishop’s visit. Tony Dziad and Cait 

volunteered. Set up will be on Friday. 

Fr. Jason asked about the previous holy days of obligation schedule. Sylvia stated that years ago 

the vigil Mass was celebrated in Hudson. The previous schedule was: 6 pm vigil mass, 8 am and 

6 pm Mass during the day (all at Holy Rosary). Fr. Jason said he will celebrate the vigil mass in 

Hudson (6 pm), and then the two Masses during the day (8 am and 6 pm) at Holy Rosary. 



Lisa Sheehan wants permission to have the All Saints party on Sunday the 30th after the 10am 

Mass. A description was given about the party and what type of costumes are worn. Fr.  Jason 

said  priests and parishes are discouraged from holding Halloween parties at churches. Fr. Jason 

approves. 

Christmas: Vigil Mass: 4:30pm, Midnight Mass (12 am), Christmas Day: 8am in Hudson, 

10:30am Mass at Holy Rosary. 

WCC celebrates its Sunday Mass at 12:30 pm at Holy Rosary. There were complaints because 

it’s not well attended, but there is a payoff because the students attend and participate in the other 

parish Masses. Fr. Godfrey and Fr. Jason are proposing to the Bishop that we call the 12:30 Mass 

a parish scheduled Mass and move it to 7:30 am. The problem is that if no one is available to 

celebrate the Mass then if can’t happen. The intention is to incorporate it into parish life. Tim 

doesn’t see why we need to make this distinction. If someone wants to attend a college Mass, 

then they do that. Also, if we make it a parish Mass, then it becomes a year long commitment. Fr. 

Godfrey wants to eliminate the title college mass. Cait mentioned announcing it clearly in the 

bulletin (special student invitation) and when it will be held.  

Fr. Jason asked that WCC be aware of practices when celebrating mass (like the use of incense) 

that inhibit others from being able to participate in that celebration or subsequent ones.   

Carol mentioned that a 7:30 Mass could compete with Hudson, and many council members 

didn’t think this would be an issue.  

Sarah A. asked about Masses for Holy Days of obligation at WCC. Holy Days of obligation that 

fall on weekdays are allowed to be celebrated in WCC’s chapel. 

Renee talked about a link that is available on the website for a list of masses offered in the chapel 

at WCC.   

Fr. Godfrey is going to give a confession schedule to Fr. Jason, and we might adjust our 

confession schedule once we receive it.  

Sarah Susanka’s piano is going to be used at the church until the Christmas Chorale is over. 

Sarah Susanka said the trainer for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd proposed 2 options for 

next summer: 

Dates: 6/7-11/2023, 9/7-9 or 8-10/2023 

Cost: $2400 would cover both sessions for every summer (this does not include travel expenses 

for driving and flying). 

Discussion can be had with the college about providing food and lodging, which would allow the 

parish to invite outsiders to attend the training, to help cover parish costs. 

Questions were asked about presenting this to the finance council and when their next meeting is. 

Sarah S. and Fr. Jason will pursue this. 



Our next meeting will be on 6:15 November 17, 2022. A playground update will be given. Send 

agenda items to Kyle. Begin thinking about parish council elections.  

Fr. Jason said that in the future parish council will consist of 3 appointed, 3 elected, 1 elected/1 

appointed from Hudson, 1 Knights of Columbus, 1 St. Anne’s, and 1 youth representative.   

 


