
Parish Council Meeting, February 16, 2023 
 
In attendance: Fr. Jason Marco, Dick Lefevre, Carol Baron, April Pendleton, Eliner Shields, Renée 
Stong, Sarah Susanka, Caitlin Lasnoski, Maggie Heller, Kyle Washut, Sarah Adams, Beth and Karl 
Eby, Mark Peterson, Deacon Rich Miller, and Tim Sheehan 
 
The meeting commenced with a prayer by Fr. Jason. 
 
Dick Lefevre presented his progress on the church kneelers, which are in need of updating and 
repair. He contacted Miller’s Upholstery (based in Riverton), which turned out to be owned by 
the son of a parishioner, and chose some upholstery samples to try. He and several other 
parishioners put the upholstery samples on a couple of kneelers that were found in storage and 
brought them to the meeting for a visual reference. Dick estimated that to buy essential 
materials such as glue, staplers, steamers and other things would cost around $4000. (Included 
in this cost was the price of the upholstery material—about $2200.) He also proposed that the 
labor/assembly be done by parishioners in work parties, both to save money and to build 
community within the parish. The parish council agreed that Dick should take his proposal 
before the finance council for approval of funds for this project to go forward. 
 
Carol Baron updated the council on the activity of the St. Anne’s women’s group, noting that 
there has been an increase in the last several months in awareness of and participation in the 
group’s ministries. The St Anne’s Christmas social was attended by 18 ladies of a variety of ages, 
and there is a Lenten Tea planned for March 28th. Carol reported that the funeral dinner 
ministry is going well, with good communication and enough volunteers. The newcomer 
hospitality ministry, which welcomes people new to Holy Rosary and which was formerly 
headed by Kathi McKee, is in need of someone to take over. The Sunday after-mass hospitality 
in Boeseke Hall has been well-attended, with 80-100 folks showing up and consuming 10 dozen 
baked goods. A volunteer sign-up link with a task list has been made to facilitate future after-
mass hospitality. In January, 3 out of the 4 Sundays had coffee and treats, and 2 out of 3 in 
February. There are volunteers for April.  
 
Beth Eby presented an update on the youth group. She noted that a dance recently held by the 
youth went well, and another is in the works. The group is focusing on “Prayer” this spring. 
There is a “core” group of regular attendees, typically 15-20, who show up consistently. Beth 
and Karl will be resigning as the youth ministers at Holy Rosary, and agreed to put together 
some thoughts for hiring a new youth minister, based on their experience. Beth noted that she 
would have liked to have done more “bigger” things with the youth group, mission trips, 
outdoor trips, etc. It was suggested that the new youth minister should have more hours and 
work through the summer, and maybe take on more of the responsibility with regards to the 4th 
of July rodeo fundraiser. 
 
Fr. Jason gave an update on parish trustees (and noted that, going forward, “Trustees” will be 
referred to as “Members of the Board”). Steve Sawtelle has moved away; Fr will replace him 
with Ray Adams. A replacement will also need to be found for Katelyn Hiett.  



There will be training and retraining for lectors and eucharistic ministers scheduled soon. Also, 
new ministers will serve for a three-year term, after which they will be required to attend 
another training. Ministers may serve for as many terms as they’d like. There will be an official 
installation for new ministers. 
 
There was also a proposal for the organized recitation of the rosary before weekend masses. 
Council members will pray and discern before next meeting. 
 
Lisa Sheehan, the Pro-Life coordinator, would like to begin a Gabriel’s Project chapter at Holy 
Rosary. This ministry would supply baby needs for struggling moms: diapers, formula, etc. It 
would require a dedicated physical space on parish grounds. 
 
There was more discussion about the contribution envelopes: should the parish continue to 
provide them, or are they used so seldom that it’s not worth ordering them anymore? It was 
noted that many people have switched to online giving; however, Renée noted that there are 
parishioners who use them faithfully every week or month. The parish will continue to provide 
envelopes, but reduce the number ordered next year. 
 
Much time was spent discussing the position that Holy Rosary finds itself in regarding the 
closure of the St Brendan’s mission church in Jeffrey City. Essentially, the issue is whether to 
honor the original agreement made with the Moody family to let them buy the property for $1, 
or whether Holy Rosary should renege on the agreement and list the property for sale, using 
any proceeds from a sale for the benefit of Holy Rosary parish. (The property has appraised for 
between $11,000-$55,000.) This was eventually put to a vote, resulting in unanimous approval 
by the voting members of the council to honor the original agreement made with the Moodys. 
 
Lenten scheduling was discussed. Ash Wednesday services will be held at 8am, 3:45pm, and 
6pm. Palm Sunday masses will be Saturday at 6pm (vigil) and Sunday at 10am (with blessing of 
palms and procession around church). Holy Thursday at 6pm, Good Friday at 3pm and the 
Easter Vigil at 8pm. Easter masses will be 8am in Hudson and 10 am at Holy Rosary. Penance 
service TBD. Stations of the Cross will be held Fridays at 5:00pm, with the fish fry to follow. Fr 
Jason would like a different group from the parish to lead the Stations each week. Fr will lead 
them Feb. 24, followed by Parish/Finance Council March 3rd, Knights of Columbus March 10, 
Youth Group March 17, Pro-Life March 24, St Anne’s March 31. 
 
Sarah Adams will be working with RCIA candidates, possibly beginning in March. She will be 
using Symbolon for a curriculum. 
 
The next meeting of the parish council was scheduled for March 16. 
 
The meeting closed with a prayer. 


