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Evangelizing Catholics  
When we read the writings of of John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, it is clear that the New 
Evangelization includes a two-fold mission.  Pope Benedict articulated this mission in a 
homily at the Vatican. He stated of this New Evangelization, we are to share the Gospel  "to 
those regions awaiting the first evangelization and to those regions where the roots of 
Christianity are deep but who have experienced a serious crisis of faith due to 
secularization."  
 
This mission of evangelizing Catholics means taking time and opportunities to invite those 
who may be in relationship with the Church but who may be lacking the evidence of true 
conversion or commitment to the Christian life.  There is no doubt that in recent years we 
have seen a great decline in those participating in the life of the Church, formation and the 
sacraments.  We may also notice that those who are still with us are fully engaged in a 
culture war that pulls them in many different moral and spiritual directions.    
 
In our work of Go Make Disciples, we ought to be including in our plans the strategic efforts 
to "re-propose the Good News" to those who are in our midst.  Look at the day to day 
activities in the parish that include the participation of Catholics who may or may not have 
a deep relationship with Christ and therefore do not live intentional discipleship in the 
world.   
 
This time of Into the Deep and Phase 3 planning are a great opportunity to conform all of 
our efforts (faith formation, sacramental preparation, school families, etc) to be imbued by 
a kerygmatic catechesis: thus inviting all people to a deeper friendship with Christ.  This 
can be a great opportunity to evangelize Catholics in our midst! 



Agenda for the December Team Meeting 
1. Prayer/Reflection:  Use the Prayer below calling upon our Blessed Mother and her 
intercession for your meeting.  Take time to reflect upon the Immaculate Conception and 
her upcoming feast day, December 8. 
 
2.Check in with members of the team.  Share how things are going with daily prayer, 
keeping holy the sabbath, monthly confession and personal mortification/offering of 
suffering.  
 
3. If you have not already, take some time to read through Bishop Hying's article for the 
Catholic Herald on Into the Deep and Evangelization (attached below). Give team 
members an opportunity to respond and reflect on how this will affect the work of 
evangelization in your parish.  Be open and honest.  Develop a list of questions to discuss 
with your parish mentor. 
 
4. Transition your meeting to a discussion on the upcoming GMD plan:  if you have not 
already, take time to review your plan from last year.     
 
5. Be sure to include a discussion of the ways we can evangelize the Catholics who are in 
our midst and we are in daily communication and contact with. Include in your plan any 
ideas to transform the current programming to include a more kerygmatic catechesis 
(Faith formation, sacramental preparation, school families etc). 
 
Think strategically and brainstorm ways of how to invite those who are in the habit of 
coming and participating into a greater relationship with Jesus and conversion.  
 
Your mentor will be in touch with you to discuss the dates regarding the Phase 3 plan due 
this month and to arrange a time to meet with Bishop.  
 

 Phase 3 Planning Document 
 

 

 Into the Deep & Mission of Evangelization.pdf  

 

 

 

  



News & Updates... 
Parish Missions with 
Bishop Hying 
Bishop Hying will travelling to many 
parishes in the diocese over the coming 
months. Consider going to one in your 
area! Invite a group to go and hear the 
Good News!  HERE is a complete list of 
parish missions available! 

Adult Confirmation  
Each year Bishop Hying will be Confirming adult 
Catholics seeking to complete Christian 
Initiation (In Spring of 2023). Please begin 
advertising and planning a formation process 
for adults who will be seeking the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. For assistance contact the Office 
of Evangelization and Catechesis for resources 
or more information.  

RCIA Resources 
Do you need help with RCIA and/or RCIA 
resources for you parishes and those who are 
seeking full initiation in the Church.  Please 
contact Michelle Nilsson in the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis for more 
information. michelle.nilsson@madisondiocese.
org  

 
Great Resources Available!  

 

Book Study:  Evangelizing Catholics: A 
Mission Manual for the New 
Evangelization  by Dr. Scott Hahn  
Try a book study of Dr. Scott Hahn's book. 
In the book he give a road map as a 
mission manual to begin inviting those 
who are already Catholic into deeper 
conversion and relationship with Jesus 
Christ.   

  

Every Day Apostles:  Ordinary Methods 
to Help you Share an Extraordinary 
Message 
by Revive Parishes  
Revive Parishes offers a short 6-part course 
that offers insight into mindsets, skills and 
habits that help everyday apostles share the 
faith with those around them.  

 



Revive parishes is a free online platform 
that offers courses with a single goal in 
mind:  "Transforming parish leaders so they 
can revive parishes."  Check out Revive 
Parishes Now! 
  

Small Group Discipleship Quads  
One tried and true method being used in 
parishes in this time of Renewal is small 
faith sharing groups.  Franciscan University 
in Steubenville has created their own "take" 
on small groups entitled, Discipleship 
Quads. Their resources are free and 
available to download here.   

 

  

The Immaculate Conception of Our Lady  
In teaching that Mary was conceived immaculate, 
the Catholic Church teaches that from the very 
moment of her conception, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
was free from all stain of original sin. This simply 
means that from the beginning, she was in a state 
of grace, sharing in God's own life, and that she was 
free from the sinful inclinations which have beset 
human nature after the fall.  In Sacred Scripture we 
see both in the book of Genesis (3:15) and in Luke 
1:28 that God had a plan for Mary's Immaculate 
Conception for all time.   
 
Let us turn our eyes to the Immaculate, all Holy and 
all Fair. May Mary, our Advocate, Mother of the 
“King of Peace,” who crushes the serpent’s head, 
help us, the men and women of the third 

millennium, to resist the seductions of evil; may she rekindle faith, hope and charity in our 
hearts, so that, faithful to our call and ready to make any sacrifice, we may be fearless 
witnesses to Jesus Christ, the Holy Door of eternal salvation.  (Prayer of John Paul II)  
 


