
       

 

 Today’s feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus 
to the Gentiles. We rejoice because Jesus offers his salvation to all 
who believe in him. Of course, as the promised Messiah, Jesus comes first 
to the Jews, but he also welcomes Gentiles and foreigners into God’s king-
dom. Ironically, many of the Jews refuse to accept Jesus as their long-
awaited Messiah because he reaches out to non-Jewish people. Yet, if they 
had listened to their prophets, they would have known that the Gentiles and 
foreigners are also part of the Messianic Kingdom. In fact, one of the Old 
Testament titles for the Messiah is “King of the Nations.”  

 

 In the first reading, the prophet Deutero-(second) Isaiah (60:1-6) 
describes the joyful return of the Jews from their Exile/Captivity in Babylon 
and the rebuilding of a glorious new Jerusalem that serves as a light to all 
nations. The reading also speaks of kings bringing their riches to Jerusalem 
as an offering to the Lord. According to Deutero-Isaiah, as well as other 
prophets like Zechariah (see 8:20-23) and Micah (see 4:1-2), peoples of all 
nations will eagerly journey to Jerusalem to learn about Yahweh, the 
God of the Jews. They will come when they see the way that God re-
claimed His people from their Exile in Babylon and returned them to 
their homeland. They will come to learn more about this mighty and 
merciful God who rescues His people in spite of their sinfulness. 

 

 The theme of foreigners seeking the Lord continues in the Gospel of 
Matthew 2:1-12. Matthew says that magi from 
the east arrive in Jerusalem looking for the 
newborn king of the Jews. [Note: Although some-
times referred to as “kings,” the magi are learned 
men, wise men--not kings. The word “magi” is Per-
sian in origin; it refers to people who have special 
knowledge on certain subjects, especially astrology.] 
According to ancient beliefs, unique events on 
earth are mirrored in the heavens; thus, the 

birth of a powerful new ruler on earth would be reflected by the correspond-
ing appearance of a new star in the sky--the greater the person, the brighter 
the star. In this case, the nativity star is so magnificent that the astrologers, 
the magi, want to find the new king who is worthy of the greatest star they 
have ever seen. When they find Jesus, they do him homage--that is, they 
show him great reverence and respect, and they offer him symbolic gifts. 
Gold is the gift for a king, frankincense is offered to God, and myrrh, an 
expensive ointment used to prepare a body for burial, indicates one 
who will suffer and die. [Note: The traditional belief that there are three magi is 
based on the three gifts; however, Matthew does not state the number of magi / wise 
men who visited Jesus.] 
  

  The twelve verses of today’s reading are found only in Matthew. The 
story they tell is a short, but very accurate summary of Matthew’s entire gos-
pel. While the Gentiles, foreigners, are actively seeking Jesus, doing him 
homage, and acknowledging him as King, God and Savior, the Jewish lead-
ership is completely unaware of his birth. Then, when Herod realizes he 
could have a rival to his authority and power, he tries to have Jesus killed. 
He is unsuccessful this time, but eventually the Jews, at the urging of their 
leaders, will call for the blood of their Messiah.     CONTINUED ON BACK 

  
 

                  BAPTISM SEMINARS   

 

  
  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

      *All Grades are online using: “My Catholic Faith   
               Delivered: Faith and Life online” 

  
  

                 CONFESSION: 

                *Saturday 5:00 pm— 5:15 pm; 

                     Sunday 9:00 am—9:15 am;   
or by appointment. 

  
  

                       WEDDINGS: 

    Please contact Father at least 6 months before  
proposed wedding date to begin the required 
preparation process. 

  

                              FUNERALS: 

  Notify Father before contacting the funeral home. 

                       BAPTISMS:   

     Parents must attend a seminar before the baptism 
of their first child.  Godparents who have never     
attended a seminar must also attend. Please      
contact the parish office for further details.  

     *(ALL CHANGES ARE NOTED IN RED) 

 

 

  GENERAL MASS SCHEDULE 
  

 The rosary is prayed 30 minutes before each Mass. 
  

 8:00 am DAILY MASS:  MON. – SAT. 
  

   Tuesdays: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
                       Novena after Mass 

  

    Fridays: Sacred Heart Novena after Mass 

  

    First Fridays: Benediction and Sacred Heart  
                            Novena after Mass 
    

 5:30 pm SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
 9:30 am SUNDAY MASS 
 HOLY DAYS: 8:00 am & 6:00 pm (no vigil) 
  

  

*Fr. Peter Akpoghiran, Pastor  
 (for emergency use only: 703-895-5709) 
  
 

*Fr. Peter’s St. Mark Office Hours:  
          Mondays -- 9 am - 12 noon 
          Wednesdays --  1 pm - 4 pm 
               or by appointment 
    

Rosary Crain, Secretary 
         504-431-8505 (parish office)     504-431-8506 (FAX)  

  

*Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri. . . . . . 11:00 am – 3:00 pm                          
  

St. Mark Office email…….stmarkama@arch-no.org 
 

Mary Loup, PCL………………...504-289-2900  
  

PCL email……………………. mloup@arch-no.org 
  

St. Mark website………………www.stmarkama.com 
  

*Facebook………..St. Mark Catholic Church Ama, LA 
 



Vernon Keller 
     by Patsye Lunk 

Deceased Parishioners 
  

Ronnie Galley 
     by Friends 

Souls in Purgatory 

     

Deceased Parishioners 
  

  

Fr. Ed 
    by Lillian Wegmann 

  
Parishioners of St. Mark 

  

       
   

Jules & Josephine Petit 
    by Ernest & Shirley Webre 
 

Helen & Lawrence Haik 
    by Audrey & Ray Zeringue 
 

Quinsen Matherne 
    by Barbara & Charles Gaubert 

 

Velma & Cyril Zeringue 
    by Karen & Blaine Caillet 
 

      CHURCH SUPPORT: 

 

  Christmas Collection . . . $1,425.00 

    December 26-27 . . . . .  $1,252.56 
  

 Because the New Year’s 
 holidays resulted in a short  
 work week, I made a  mini- 
 bulletin for this weekend.                                                                               

Rosary 

   Dutch Kappel,   Dolena Robert,   Carol Jones,   
Sam Granier,   Monica Schexnaydre,    Audrey Zeringue,   

Dana Jones,   Gay-Lynn Folse,      Morris Zeringue,   
 Gaye Webre,   Lynell Wipple,    Sandra Cortez,  

Ernest Webre,   Diane Triche,   Joyce King,   
Easton Owen,    Glenna Smith,   Vanessa Johnson,   
Juli Zeringue,   Elsie Sandolph,        Larry Landry,  

Troy Pintado,   Kerri Breaux,     Hilton Landry,  
   Linda Caminata,    Mende Ford,    Babette Robert,   

Haley Dufrene,    Ken Oberle,   Mabry Laviolette,    
Daryl Riddle,   Al Luquette,    Debbie Luquette,  

    

 

      SANCTUARY LAMP IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

  

 (1/3-9)                by Marjory Robert           

 
 

 Because of the Confirmation preparation and the 
actual Confirmation Mass (see above),  

 

You must call the parish office (504-431-8505) dur-
ing office hours (11am-3pm,  Mon.-Fri. ) to reserve 
a place at the 5:30 Mass on Saturday, Jan. 16th.  
 

 (This is a prayer service--not a Mass.)  
  

  Reflection continued . . .          Matthew presents 
Jesus as the Jewish Messiah, the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament prophesies. According to Matthew, 
Jesus comes first to the Jews, but they neither 
believe in him nor accept him. However, from the time of 
Jesus’ birth, the Gentiles recognize his sign, seek him out 
and believe in him. Those who are wise will follow their 

 

 

 Student retreat begins at 2:30 pm in 
church and 

 ends with the 5:30 pm Mass. Confessions start at   
4:45 pm. Parents and sponsors are required to 
attend Mass with the students and to stay after 
Mass for the Confirmation rehearsal. 

 
 
 

                      LIMITED  SPACES  AVAILABLE 
 Suggested donation $350 per couple is requested, but not required. 
          For questions or more information call: 504-830-3716 


