
               BAPTISM SEMINARS   

 

  

  GENERAL MASS SCHEDULE 
  

 The rosary is prayed 30 minutes before each Mass. 
  

 8:00 am DAILY MASS:  MON. – SAT. 
  

   Tuesdays: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
                       Novena after Mass 

  

    Fridays: Sacred Heart Novena after Mass 

  

    First Fridays: Benediction and Sacred Heart  
                            Novena after Mass 
    

 5:30 pm SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
 9:30 am SUNDAY MASS 
 HOLY DAYS: 8:00 am & 6:00 pm (no vigil) 
  
  

 

 Fr. Peter Akpoghiran, Pastor  
  for emergency use only: 703-895-5709) 
 
  

Fr. Peter’s St. Mark Office Hours:  
          Mondays -- 9 am - 12 noon 
          Wednesdays --  1 pm - 4 pm 
               or by appointment 
 

 Rosary Crain, Secretary 
 

          504-431-8505 (parish office)     504-431-8506 (FAX)  

 

Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri. . . . . . 11:00 am – 3:00 pm                          
  

St. Mark Office email…….stmarkama@arch-no.org 
  

Mary Loup, PCL………………...504-289-2900  
  

PCL email……………………. mloup@arch-no.org 
  

St. Mark website………………www.stmarkama.com 
  

Facebook………..St. Mark Catholic Church Ama, LA 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

 

      All Grades are online using: “My Catholic  
   Faith Delivered: Faith and Life online” 

 

                 CONFESSION: 

 

                  Saturday 5:00 pm— 5:15 pm; 
                    Sunday 9:00 am—9:15 am;   

 or by appointment. 
  

                       WEDDINGS: 

 

      Please contact Father at least 6 months          
before proposed wedding date to begin the 
required preparation process.  

  

                              FUNERALS: 

 

          Notify Father before contacting 
                        the funeral home. 

 

                             BAPTISMS:  

 

Parents must attend a seminar before the 
baptism of their first child.  Godparents who 
have never attended a seminar must also 
attend. Please contact the parish office for 
further details. 

  
     

  
  
  

    The Book of the prophet Isaiah is divided into two parts. The first 
part, chapters 1-39, is written in and around Jerusalem before the Babyloni-
ans attack and destroy the city in 587 BC. These chapters contain the proph-
ecies of Isaiah of Jerusalem. The second part, chapters 40-66, contains the 
prophecies of Deutero (second)-Isaiah. Deutero-Isaiah is among the captives 
in Babylon where he continues the prophetic mission of his mentor, Isaiah of 
Jerusalem. Speaking to his fellow captives, Deutero-Isaiah joyfully announc-
es that their Captivity/Exile is nearing an end, and in four specific passages, 
he describes a “Servant of the Lord” who will restore Israel.  

  

 Today’s first reading, Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7, includes the first of Deutero-
Isaiah’s descriptions of this Servant. The Servant is “upheld” by God—that is, 
God enfolds him in an affectionate embrace and will give him whatever he 
needs to succeed in his mission. The Servant is “chosen” by God—that is, 
God has selected him to bring about His divine will on earth; however, the 
Servant is more than a mere instrument that God uses to achieve His goal. 
There is a loving, personal relationship between God and his Servant. God 
fills the Servant with His own Spirit; in turn, the Servant pleases God by ac-
complishing his mission—which is, to bring justice to the nations. Thus, the 
Servant’s mission extends beyond Israel—to all people of every nation.  

 The arrival of God’s Servant will not be an-
nounced by trumpets and shouting. He will neither 
crush his enemies nor seek revenge; he will not en-
force order through threats and violence. Knowing 
that his power comes from God who has “grasped 
him by the hand,” the Servant will go about his mis-
sion quietly and with humility. The “bruised reed” and 
the “smoldering wick” symbolize people who are beat-
en down and exploited—the poor, the sick, the weak, 
widows and orphans. The Servant will be sensitive to the less fortunate; he 
will care for them and care about them. He will establish justice by example, 
by treating everyone from greatest to least with gentleness, patience and 
kindness; he will be tender to those filled with doubt and fear. Through his 
words and actions, he will teach of God’s infinite love. 

 The Servant will persevere until his mission is completed—until God 
is known and justice is established throughout the earth. For just as the Jews 
are waiting in painful expectation, like a woman in labor, to be released from 
captivity and begin a new life of freedom, so too, the Gentiles throughout the 
world are anxious to learn about God. The Gentiles are ready to allow God’s 
light to lead them out of the spiritual darkness that imprisons them. The Serv-
ant will represent God’s Covenant—the symbol of God’s love for and commit-
ment to his people. The Covenant was made first with Israel, but through the 
Servant, it will expand to include all nations. No one in the Old Testament 
satisfactorily fits the description of this Servant who embodies the very best 
qualities of Israel and of her greatest leaders. However, the Gospels reveal 
that the Servant chosen and sent by God is His own Son, Jesus Christ. 
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   Dutch Kappel,   Dolena Robert,   Carol Jones,   
Sam Granier,   Monica Schexnaydre,    Audrey Zeringue,   

 Dana Jones,   Gay-Lynn Folse,      Morris Zeringue,    
Gaye Webre,   Lynell Wipple,    Sandra Cortez,  

Ernest Webre,   Diane Triche,   Joyce King,   
Easton Owen,    Glenna Smith,   Vanessa Johnson,   
Juli Zeringue,   Elsie Sandolph,        Larry Landry,  

Troy Pintado,   Kerri Breaux,     Hilton Landry,  
   Linda Caminata,    Mende Ford,    Babette Robert,   

Haley Dufrene,    Ken Oberle,   Mabry Laviolette,    
Daryl Riddle,   Al Luquette,    Debbie Luquette,   

  

       

MONDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

Dick & Ethel Vial 
      by Patsye Lunk 

TUESDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

   Rosemary Kapesis 
       by Kapesis Family 

WEDNESDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

  Special Intention 

THURSDAY 8:00 AM: 

  Charles Andrews 
      by Rosary & Jesse Crain       
  

          FRIDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

   Souls in Purgatory 
  

       SATURDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

  Fr. Ed       
  

SATURDAY 5:30 PM: 

  

  Parishioners of St. Mark 

        SUNDAY 9:30 AM: 

  

  Hazel Webre 
       by Ernest & Shirley Webre 

  

 Steven & Lelia Zeringue  
       by Audrey & Ray Zeringue 
  

  Louis Robert 
  Gwen Robert 
       by Barbara & Charles Gaubert 
  

  Larry Nicholas 
       by Myra Nicholas 
  

  Robert Ward 
       by Sandra Ward 
  

 Beginning on 
the feast of the Baptism 
of Our Lord, January 10, 
2021, the local Catholic 
Church has entered into 
the YEAR OF THE 
 EUCHARIST, a time of 
renewal, healing, and 
communion. This year   
is dedicated to helping 

all of us, clergy, religious, and laity, grow in our 
relationship with Christ. 

  

 We begin this important year on the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord because baptism marks 
the beginning of our initiation into Jesus Christ, a 
lifelong journey toward union with Christ and one 
another. The Eucharist is communion with God. 
Christ nourishes us with his very Body and Blood 
so that we can be joined more closely to him and 
to all humanity. 

  

 Throughout this year, we will join with Catho-
lics around the world to call upon the prayers and 
patronage of St. Joseph to help us more fully un-
derstand the meaning of the parts of the Mass, the 
theology of the Real Presence of Christ in the  
Eucharist, and the obligation we have as Catholics  
to participate in Mass on Sunday. 

  

 As the universal church observes a special 
Year of St. Joseph as proclaimed by the Holy Fa-
ther, we in the Archdiocese of New Orleans call 
upon St. Joseph’s powerful intercession to bring 
us closer to Jesus in the Eucharist. 

  

    CHURCH SUPPORT:  
   December 26-27 . . . $ 1,252.56 
    January 2-3 . . . . . . . $ 1,706.00 

This event is only for couples married in 1996.  
(This is a prayer service--not a Mass.)  
  

25 

  

  

Student retreat begins at 2:30 pm in church 
        and ends with the 5:30 pm Mass. 

  

Confessions start at 4:45 pm.  

  

 Attention Parishioners who attend  
 5:30 pm Mass: 

 If you 
are not involved with the Confirmation preparation, 
please call the parish office during office hours to 
reserve a seat at the 5:30 pm Mass.       

THANK YOU:  Ronnie & Harriet Clark, Lillian Wegmann,  

Anita & Hip Hebert, and Ernest Webre for helping me to 

put away the church’s Christmas decorations.    Rosary 

  



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 TO REPAIR AND UP-DATE THE   

RECTORY IN MEMORY OF FR. ED 

    

Reflection continued . . .  

 In today’s Gospel, Mark 1:7-11, John the Baptist identifies 
Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. Jesus is the “mighty one” 
whose sandals John is not worthy to remove; he is the one who 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit. Then, after his baptism, God not 
only identifies Jesus as Messiah, but also as Servant and Son.  

 Only Mark describes the heavens as being “torn” open  
indicating that the barriers of sin that separated man from God are 
being ripped away and removed. No longer through angels and 
prophets, but directly, God intervenes in human history as He  
takes the next step in His plan of salvation. When Jesus sees 
God’s Spirit descend on him and hears his Father voice, he 
knows that it is time to reveal his Messianic mission to all whose 
hearts and minds are open to believe in him. The Spirit empowers 
Jesus to make his mission a success in spite of obstacles and 
suffering. [Note: In the story of Noah and the Flood, the dove is a sign 
that a new age is about to begin; at Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit, as a dove, 
signals the start of the Messianic Age.] When God speaks, He an-
nounces that Jesus is His Son, affirms His love for him and up-
holds his mission as the Chosen One. In the first reading, Deutero
-Isaiah describes the Messiah as a Servant chosen by God, filled 
with God’s Spirit and pleasing to Him. The Gospels confirm that 
Jesus is the “Servant of the Lord;” he is the fulfillment of Deutero-
Isaiah’s prophecies. 

  

  According to Genesis 1:2, a mighty wind or spirit caused 
by God’s breath sweeps over the waters as God speaks the 
words of creation. [Note: Hebrew uses the same word, “ruach,” to 

mean wind, spirit and breath.] This same image is present after 
Jesus’ baptism when God speaks, 
His Son, the Word Made Flesh, is 
standing in the water and the Holy 
Spirit sweeps over him to signal 
the beginning of a new creation, 
the formation of the new people of 
God. In his quiet, gentle and humble 
way, Jesus will bring about justice by 
establishing the kingdom of God and 
inviting everyone to enter into it. 

  
  

 

Pope Francis prays the following prayer to St. Joseph every 
morning. During this year honoring St. Joseph, perhaps, we 
could join our Holy Father in saying this prayer: 
  
 

       Glorious Patriarch Saint Joseph, whose power 
makes the impossible possible, come to my aid in 
these times of anguish and difficulty. Take under your 
protection the serious and troubling 
situations that I commend to you, that 
they may have a happy outcome. 

  

       My beloved father, all my trust  
is in you. Let it not be said that I  
invoked you in vain, and since you can 
do everything with Jesus and Mary, 
show me that your goodness is as 
great as your power.   Amen 
  


