
               BAPTISM SEMINARS   

 

  

  GENERAL MASS SCHEDULE 
  

 The rosary is prayed 30 minutes before each Mass. 
  

 8:00 am DAILY MASS:  MON. – SAT. 
  

   Tuesdays: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
                       Novena after Mass 

  

    Fridays: Sacred Heart Novena after Mass 

  

    First Fridays: Benediction and Sacred Heart  
                            Novena after Mass 
    

 5:30 pm SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
 9:30 am SUNDAY MASS 
 HOLY DAYS: 8:00 am & 6:00 pm (no vigil) 
  
  

 

 Fr. Peter Akpoghiran, Pastor  
  for emergency use only: 703-895-5709) 
 
  

Fr. Peter’s St. Mark Office Hours:  
          Mondays -- 9 am - 12 noon 
          Wednesdays --  1 pm - 4 pm 
               or by appointment 
 

 Rosary Crain, Secretary 
 

          504-431-8505 (parish office)     504-431-8506 (FAX)  

 

Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri. . . . . . 11:00 am – 3:00 pm                          
  

St. Mark Office email…….stmarkama@arch-no.org 
  

Mary Loup, PCL………………...504-289-2900  
  

PCL email……………………. mloup@arch-no.org 
  

St. Mark website………………www.stmarkama.com 
  

Facebook………..St. Mark Catholic Church Ama, LA 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

 

      All Grades are online using: “My Catholic  
   Faith Delivered: Faith and Life online” 

 

                 CONFESSION: 

 

                  Saturday 5:00 pm— 5:15 pm; 
                    Sunday 9:00 am—9:15 am;   

 or by appointment. 
  

                       WEDDINGS: 

 

      Please contact Father at least 6 months          
before proposed wedding date to begin the 
required preparation process.  

  

                              FUNERALS: 

 

          Notify Father before contacting 
                        the funeral home. 

 

                             BAPTISMS:  

 

Parents must attend a seminar before the 
baptism of their first child.  Godparents who 
have never attended a seminar must also 
attend. Please contact the parish office for 
further details. 

  
     

  
  
  

 

 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 The first reading is from the Book of Jonah (3:1-5,10). The 
story of Jonah is a long parable--that is, a story that makes a specific 
point. Jonah, the big fish and the repentant people of Nineveh are fic-
tional characters, but the lesson their story teaches is very real--as 
is the anonymous post-exilic prophet who wrote the story. Although 
the parable of Johan is written between 400-200 BC, the story itself is 
set  in 721 BC in Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. In 721 BC, the Assyr-
ians are attacking (and soon will capture and destroy) the northern 
Kingdom of Israel. Unlike other prophets who deliver their messages 
using threats and dire warnings, the anonymous “Jonah Prophet” uses 
humor as a way of handling a serious and controversial topic, namely, 
the mission of the Jews to teach foreigners about Yahweh. 

  The most humorous incidents involving the big fish have been 
omitted from the reading, but Jonah’s immediate and unprecedented 
success is amusingly ironic considering how seldom and how few of 
the Israelites heed prophetic warnings.  Jonah 
does not want to speak God’s word to an ene-
my nation. He wants God to destroy Israel’s 
enemies; he definitely does not want to give 
them a chance for salvation! In today’s reading, 
when Jonah reluctantly preaches to the people 

of Nineveh, his worst 
fears are realized. These 
foreigners, these ene-
mies of Israel, believe 
God’s word and repent.  Because of their 
contrition, God does not destroy their city. 
Although Jonah is successful in his prophetic 
mission, he is not happy about it. 

  Through the prophets, the post-Exilic 
Jews are given a mission to teach all nations about the love and for-
giveness of Yahweh. However, instead of instructing foreigners, the 
Jews isolate themselves from them; they fear and avoid all contact 
with non-Jews. The anonymous prophet who wrote the Jonah par-
able is trying to make his Jewish audience understand that Yah-
weh is not just their God; He is everyone’s God!  Unfortunately, 
humor is as ineffective as predictions of doom; the Jonah Prophet’s 
message--that God loves and desires the salvation of ALL His 
children--will be unheeded and forgotten until Jesus makes it the 
foundation of his Messianic message, the “Good News” of the King-
dom of God. 

 

  Last week we read John’s account of the calling of the first dis-
ciples; this week we read the same event as told by Mark. The varia-
tions in the stories are the result of different  

  

The people of Nineveh 
pay attention Jonah’s 
message, so they repent. 

Then the people rejoice 
because God spares their 
city from destruction. 



 SANCTUARY LAMP IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 
  

. 
  

(1/24-30)        by Ernest & Susie Muller 

       CHURCH SUPPORT:  
    January 16-17 . . . . . . . $ 1,097.00 

MONDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

Sandra & Gerard Oubre 
      by Patsye Lunk 

TUESDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

Special Intention 
  

WEDNESDAY 8:00 AM: 
  

  Linda Berard 

THURSDAY 8:00 AM: 
  

  For God’s blessing on the 
St. Anthony Healing Service 

          FRIDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

  Robert Barry 
      by Lloyd & Curtis Alexander 

       SATURDAY 8:00 AM: 

  

Charles Andrews 
       by Rosary & Jesse Crain 

SATURDAY 5:30 PM: 

  

Parishioners of St. Mark 
  

        SUNDAY 9:30 AM: 
  

Lamar Landry Family 
      by Audrey & Ray Zeringue 
  

Mercedes & Marcelin Caillet 
       by Karen & Blaine Caillet 
  

Charles Andrews 
Edward Schroeder 
       by Rosary & Jesse Crain 

   Dutch Kappel,   Dolena Robert,   Carol Jones,   
Sam Granier,   Monica Schexnaydre,    Audrey Zeringue,   Da-

na Jones,   Gay-Lynn Folse,    Morris Zeringue,   
Gaye Webre,   Sandra Cortez,   Ernest Webre,    

Diane Triche,   Joyce King,  Easton Owen,  
  Glenna Smith,   Vanessa Johnson,   Juli Zeringue,  

  Elsie Sandolph,   Larry Landry,   Troy Pintado,  
  Kerri Breaux,    Hilton Landry,    Linda Caminata,    Mende 

Ford,    Babette Robert,    Haley Dufrene,    
 Ken Oberle,   Mabry Laviolette,  Daryl Riddle,  
Al Luquette,   Debbie Luquette,   Leslie Petit 

      

       

      
 (from the Archdiocese of New Orleans Office of Marriage & Family Life) 
  

Gather as a family either after a meal or before bedtime to spend a 
few minutes thinking about the day. Holding a small cross, one per-
son in the family prays:   

                                                                                    

Then the cross is passed to another family member, until all 
have had a turn to give thanks, express sorrow, and ask for help. 
   

DUE TO THE  
PANDEMIC, 
 ST. MARK’S  

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
DECIDED THAT WE 

SHOULD  
     HAVE THE  

     LENTEN DINNERS  
         THIS YEAR. 
These dinners have 
always been our main fundraiser, but 
the safety of our parishioners is our 
first priority. We hope to have some 
smaller fundraising events in the com-
ing months. 
  
  

Reflection continued . . .   

 

 individuals who are writing at different times and in 
different places to meet the needs of their specific 
audiences. Yet, in both accounts, the essential ele-
ments of the event are the same: Simon (Peter), An-
drew, James and John are the first disciples called 
by Jesus. These four fishermen from Galilee leave 
everything they have to immediately and uncondi-
tionally accept Jesus’ invitation to follow him. 
  This week’s reading, Mark 1:14-20, brings 
the mission of John the Baptist to a close with the 
mention of his arrest and begins the Messianic mis-
sion of Jesus. Seamlessly, Jesus begins as John 
the Baptist ended--proclaiming the Good News that 
God’s Kingdom has come and calling for a response 
of repentance and faith. As Jesus calls his first disci-
ples, they answer in faith, leaving their livelihood 
and families to follow Jesus. 
  Perhaps, what is most interesting about this 
week’s reading is not what is said, but what is NOT 
said. Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John are 
just ordinary fishermen--hard-working and tough, but 
also uneducated; in addition, Simon Peter will prove 
to be extremely stubborn. They are far from perfect; 
they will argue among themselves and with Jesus; 
they won’t truly understand his teachings until after 
the Resurrection and Pentecost; nevertheless, they 
are Jesus’ first choices. What does Jesus see in 
them, and more importantly, what do they see in Je-
sus? What is it about Jesus that compels them to 
walk away from everyone and everything that they 
knew and loved? Jesus doesn’t tell them where they 
are going, nor does he explain what they will do 
along the way. Yet, they go with him. Why?  
 Jesus continues to call all of us with the 
same intensity and urgency that he called Peter and 
the others. He offers us the responsibility of sharing 
in his mission and the privilege of being his friend.  
How much are we willing to give up to follow Jesus? 
  
  
  



             

 

             We received the following letter from the Archbishop: 

                

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
  

In the last week of January we join the nation in celebrating Catholic Schools Week. Our schools work continuously to 
remain institutions of academic excellence, deeply rooted in Christ’s teachings. However, in order to remain success-
ful, Catholic schools depend on financial resources. 
  

Like most things in today’s evolving world, there are significant costs associated with Catholic Education. Teachers 
must be paid a just wage, facilities must be kept up to date, and faculty and staff must be involved in continuing edu-
cation. In addition, since the beginning of the pandemic, Catholic schools have faced serious financial challenges. De-
spite these obstacles, we are charged with making Catholic education more affordable. 
  

By offering financial support to the mission and ministry of Catholic Education in the Archdiocese of New Orleans, you 
are affording a child an opportunity that is otherwise out of reach. Catholic schools help form disciples who live out 
our Christian faith, and it is the responsibility of every Catholic to assist in these efforts. As a result, every parish in 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans will take up a special collection on January 30 th- 31st. Please be as generous as possi-
ble. 
  

The funds collected through the second collection will support the Champions of Catholic Education tuition assis-
tance fund. This fund will aid families that cannot afford the full cost of Catholic school tuition, and/or those experienc-
ing financial difficulties due to COVID-19. Our Catholic schools and families need your support. 
  

Thank you for your consideration in contributing to the formation and education of our young people who desire  
Catholic Education but are unable to afford it. 
  

Wishing you God’s blessing and with gratitude for your generosity, I am 
  

Sincerely in Christ, 

 + GAymond 

Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond  
Archbishop of New Orleans 

  

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen believed that his daily hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament was 

essential for his ministry as a priest. He says, “The holy hour became like an oxygen tank to re-
vive the breath of the Holy Spirit” ( Treasure in Clay [New York: Doubleday, 1980], 202). Sheen constantly pro-
moted meditative prayer before the blessed sacrament. “We become like that which we gaze upon. 

Looking into a sunset, the face takes on a golden glow. Looking at our Eucharistic Lord for an hour 
transforms the heart in a mysterious way” (Sheen, 198).       [Diocese of Phoenix website, August 30, 2019] 


