
St. Joseph Parish,  March 29,  2020 

 

Originally emailed to parishioners 3/20/20 

 
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners, 
 

I pray that all of you are doing as well as possible during 
this unusual Lenten Season! I would imagine that this time 
has been a strange one for all of us. Three weeks ago we 
were all living our normal lives, going where we wanted 
when we wanted. The store shelves were all stocked, the 
stock market was hitting record highs, the kids were in 
school, and we were planning for Easter celebrations and 
summer vacations. Now almost all of us are voluntarily 
confined to our homes, hoping to avoid the corona virus, or 
at least to delay its spread, or our catching it. There are 
new restrictions and limitations every day, as well as new 
news items, some dreadful, some hopeful.  
 

Some of us may think that this is all an over-reaction; some 
of us may wonder if what is being done by the government 
and by the Church is too little. Except for the joy of being off 
school (although computers have ruined that!), or a new 
opportunity to work from home, I would guess that most of 
our feelings during this time have been negative: 
frustration, boredom, fear and anxiety regarding the 
possible near and remote effects of this crisis on our lives, 
our families, our businesses and our bank accounts. 

For many of us, in times like these, our Faith is more 
important to us than ever. Faith in Jesus means hope for 
eternal life, a hope for a salvation that cannot be touched or 
tarnished by the news events of this world. We have the 
confidence of knowing that God loves us, that God wills our 
salvation, and that the all-knowing God is always there to 
hear us and to be present to us. It would be great to be 
able to come together as the Church, to be reassured by 
the presence of the familiar faces of our faith community, to 
sit in our beautiful church building, to hear the beautiful 
music of the choir, and to receive the Lord’s Body and 
Blood. These are things that we might usually take for 
granted, or do only as a matter of obligation; now they take 
on a new meaning. 
 

During this time of quarantine, I hope that you remain close 
to God in prayer. It is easy to spend all of our time worrying 
instead of something really helpful to our lives and to 
reaching our destiny.  Until if and when any further 
restrictions might prevent us, we are planning to live-stream 
our weekday and Sunday liturgies, beginning tomorrow 
(Friday, March 20

th
); they can be viewed live or recorded on 

our St. Joseph Facebook page, and hopefully, soon, on our 
website: stjosephnorthbend.com. We will live-stream the 
Saturday 4:30pm Vigil Mass. You can watch it at your usual 
Sunday Mass time (We don’t want to break any good 
habits!). The 8:00am weekday Mass will be live-streamed 
Monday through Friday; these recordings can also be 
watched. 

Although I would very much like to be able to give you 
communion during these difficult times, I have to say I 
cannot.  I highly recommend you watch the Masses, and 
that you make a spiritual communion (a traditional term 
for uniting yourself to the Lord Jesus and the Church 

through your contemplative imagination).  I fear that any 
exceptions to this policy (except for near death  

emergencies) would be experienced as an injustice by 
those who were not included.  I do need a lector and a 
server and an “Amen corner” of two or three people.  These 
roles are presently being performed by the office staff.  If 
you are desperate to receive the Eucharist, you may call 
the office to offer to volunteer (However, these 
opportunities will be very limited, and I don’t want to get 
people’s hopes up).   

As for the Mass intentions that you have already 
scheduled with the office, the Masses will be offered on the 
day you requested.  The exception will be that one of the 
three Sunday Mass intentions each weekend will have to 
be postponed to a later date (It is the law of the Church that 
the pastor offers one Sunday Mass each week for his entire 
parish, and I will only celebrate two Sunday Masses each 
weekend: the Saturday Vigil Mass (which will be live-
streamed) and another Mass on Sunday (which will not be 
live-streamed nor recorded)). 

This time could also be a special time for you to grow in 
your knowledge of our Catholic Faith. You may find a good 
spiritual book, maybe a biography or major work of some 
saint. You may want to begin to read the Bible. If you do, I 
recommend that you start with the New Testament, 
beginning with the Gospel of Matthew, no more than one 
chapter a day (or one chapter per sitting). If you are more 
ambitious, you may want to watch my three-part “Whirlwind 
Tour of the Bible”; this would better prepare you to read the 
Old Testament. There will be many questions that may 
arise during your reading of Scripture. Give me a call! I will 
try to answer. Some questions I will answer on our St. 
Joseph Website.  Whatever you do, relax and realize that 
God is in charge. I will be sending a letter to you eventually 
(maybe including a copy of this email, for those who do not 
use computers). I hope to be in touch every week or two, 
by email. Meanwhile I assure you of my prayers, and ask 
you for yours. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Andrew Umberg 

 

 
 
If you are new to our Church or just visiting, we are 
pleased to have you share in this celebration of the 
Eucharist.  If you would like to join our parish, 
registration forms are available in the Gathering Space, 
parish office, or by visiting St. Joseph’s website at  
stjosephnorthbend.com. 
 

 
Hearing Devices are available for hearing impaired. 

Welcome to St. Joseph! 

From the Pastor... 



    

 

 

April 5th 
 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
Philippians 2:6-11 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54 
 

For links to commentaries on the Sunday Readings: 

Sunday Readings 

Vocation Views 
 
“Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that you are the 
Christ!” With this belief, Jesus is able to work marvels 
through those who trust in Him, even to 
raising the dead to new life. (John 11:27)  
 

In the Neighborhood 

Stewardship of Treasure  
 
 

Weekly Collection  
Weekly Goal $12,000.00 

 

Offertory, March 22, 2020 $1,167.00  
On line Donations $2,392.50 
Total Weekly Offertory $3,559.50 
 

   THANK YOU! 
 

Split the Pot Winner Share for 1st Quarter 2020: $1,620. 
 

5200 Club $100 Winner for March 8, 2020:  Meagan Nie 
 

Due to COVID-19 and the Stay at Home order from Governor 
DeWine there will be no public mass at St. Joseph Church 
through Easter.  Please continue to support our church by 
mailing in your Sunday contribution or by signing up for 
electronic giving.  You can sign up for Electronic Contributions 
through our website www.stjosephnorthbend.com and clicking 
on the icon (shown below) on the home page.   WeShare is a 
secure site that allows you to electronically donate to St. 
Joseph.  Please feel free to use it for all your financial 
donations.   

 

Stewardship & the Word 
Fifth Sunday Of Lent 

When Jesus heard about the illness of His friend, 
Lazarus, He responded, “This illness is not to end in 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, that through it the Son 
of God may be glorified.” Every aspect of our lives — our 
gifts as well as our sufferings —can, if surrendered to 
Christ, lead to blessing for others and ourselves. 

Natural Family Planning  "I was able to see the positive 
impact that NFP had on my parents' marriage, and I 
wanted that for my own marriage as well"....NFP 
user.  For more information, or to register for a class, 
go to wwwccli.org or call 471-2000, or 800-745-8252. 

Religious Education Summer Program  

Registration now open 
“Bee” ready to learn about your catholic faith and 

catch the buzz about the “Bee-atitudes.”  

Students who will be entering Grades 1 through 8 
for next school year (2020-2021) should attend. Please 

mark the following dates on your calendar: 
JUNE 1st – June 12th 

(Monday through Friday, 6/1-6/5 and 6/8-6/12) 

Go to www.stjosephnorthbend.com. Click on Formation, then 
click on Pre K to Grade 8, and look on the right to click on 
Religious Education Registration. If you do not have online 
access, or if you have other questions, please contact Beth 
Scholl at: 513-941-3661, ext.15, or email 
bethschollstjosephnorthbend.com 

Around our Parish 
SUNDAY MASS OPTIONAL 

 
 

By order of the Archbishop, in response to COVID-19, the 
Catholic faithful who reside in Ohio and all other Catholics 
currently in Ohio are dispensed from the obligation of at-
tending Sunday Mass through Easter. 
  
STAY AT HOME ORDER FROM GOVERNOR DEWINE 
 
On Sunday, March 22th, under the direction of Ohio Gov-
ernor Mike DeWine, Ohio Department of Health Director 
Amy Acton, M.D., MPH issued a director’s order to require 
all Ohioans to stay in their homes to prevent the further 
spread of COVID-19 beginning at 11:59 p.m. EDT on 
Monday, March 23, 2020 until 11:59 p.m. on  

April 6, 2020. This order prohibits holding gatherings of 
any size and closes all nonessential businesses. It does 
NOT prohibit essential activities like going to the grocery 
store, receiving medical care, or taking your pet for a walk. 
Residents can return home from out of state and can 
leave the state. 
 
This order is mandatory. To help prevent the further 
spread of COVID-19 in Ohio and protect our friends, 
neighbors, and vulnerable populations, please stay home. 

WESHARE 

http://www.stjosephnorthbend.com
http://wwwccli.org
http://www.stjosephnorthbend.com


St. Joseph Parish,  March 29,  2020 

 

 
 
 

For the week of March 29, 2020 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020 
11:00 a.m.  Parish 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2020 
8:00 a.m  Michael Mechley (Dan & Joan Mechley) 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2020 
8:00 a.m.   Nancy Ooy (Audrey Koval) 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2020 
8:00 a.m.  Rosemary Bond (Bob & Mary Ann Schmidt) 
  
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2020 
8:00 a.m.  Donald Schmitt (Dan & JoAnn Warnock) 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020 
8:00 a.m.  Richard Schmidt (The Hegedus Family) 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2020 
4:30 p.m. John Krallman (Dave & Beth Scholl & Family) 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020 
 11:00 a.m. Parish  
 
 

Mass Intentions 
For April 4th and April 5th 
    

4:30 P.M. MASS  
Lectors:    
Extra-Ordinary Ministers:   
Co-Ord:   
Ushers:     
Servers:   
 
8:30 A.M. MASS  
Lectors:   
Extra-Ordinary Ministers:   
Co-Ord:   
Ushers:   
Servers:   
 
11:00 A.M. MASS 
Lectors:    
Extra-Ordinary Ministers:   
Co-Ord:   
Ushers:   
Servers:   

Minister’s Schedule 

(Canceled Until Further Notice) 
 
 
Sun., Apr. 5:  8:30 am & 11:00 am Mass, 9:30 am 2nd 
Grade Sacramental Prep, 11 am PreK/K/Grade 1 CCD, 
Debt Reduction, Blood Pressure Screening 
Mon., Apr. 6:  7:00 pm Catechism Study 
Tues., Apr. 7:   9:00 am Ladies Society Crafts  
Wed., Apr. 8:  1:00 pm Knitting Ministry, 7pm Adult 
Choir 
Thurs., Apr. 9:  8 am Morning Prayer, 7 pm Holy 
Thursday Mass followed by Adoration until 9 pm 
Fri., Apr. 10: 8 am Morning Prayer, 2 pm Good Friday 
Liturgy  
Sat., Apr. 11: Decorate Church 8:45 pm Easter Vigil 
Sun., Apr. 12: Easter Sunday 8:00 am & 9:30 am, 
11:00 am Mass 

Parish Calendar  
 
 

(Canceled Until Further Notice) 
 
 
Sun., Mar. 29:  8:30 am & 11:00 am Mass, 9:30 am 
2nd Grade Sacramental Prep, 11 am PreK/K/Grade 1 
CCD 
Mon., Mar. 30:  7 pm Catechism Study 
Tues., Mar. 31: 8:30 am Birthday Breakfast, 9:00 am 
Ladies Society Crafts  
Wed., Apr. 1: 1 pm Knitting Ministry, 5:30 pm Souper 
Wednesday, 7 pm  Taize Prayer w/Choir 
Thurs., Apr. 2: 5 pm—8 pm Lenten Confession-a-thon 
Fri., Apr. 3: 8 am Mass 8:30 am 1 hr Adoration, 12 
Noon Stations of the Cross 
Sat., Apr. 4: 9:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Meeting,  
4:30 pm Mass, Debt Reduction Collection, Blood 
Pressure Screening 
 
 

Looking Ahead 



    

 

Reflecting on the Gospel 
GOSPEL: John 11:1-45  
In last week’s Gospel, Jesus declares himself “Light of the World” and he proves it by giving 

physical and spiritual sight to a blind man. This week, Jesus declares himself to be “The Resurrection and the Life” 

and proves it by raising a dead man from the sleep of death. The raising of Lazarus prefigures Jesus’ own hour of 

Death and Resurrection. The great paradox of the story is that as Jesus gives life to Lazarus, the authorities begin to 

plan his death (vv 49-53). Jesus is condemned to death for being a life-giver. How strange and evil! We also notice 

again the struggle between light and darkness, belief and unbelief. Many come to believe in Jesus, but others recede 

into the darkness of unbelief.  

This particular story gives us a beautiful blending of both the divinity and humanity of Jesus. We witness the   hu-

man side of Jesus in his reaction to the death of his friend. As he ‘weeps’ and is ‘troubled in spirit’ the bystanders 

observe: “See how much he loved Lazarus.” We see the divinity of Jesus at work when he raises Lazarus from the 

tomb. The heart and center of this story is found in verses 25-26, in which Jesus declares: “I am the resurrection 

and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he should die, will come to life. Whoever is alive and believes in me 

will never die.”  

When Jesus goes to the tomb of Lazarus, he is confronted by the reality of death and is ‘troubled in spirit.’ It seems 

Jesus is angered by the power and hold that death has over humanity. At the tomb, Jesus speaks three commands: 

“Take away the stone.” “Lazarus, come out.” “Untie him and let him go free.” By raising Lazarus from the dead, 

Jesus shows that he is more powerful than death. Of course the ‘life’ Jesus offers is much more than biological life; 

it is ‘eternal life’ that begins here and now as soon as we unite ourselves to Jesus. In John 5:28-30, Jesus says: “The 

dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God…and shall live.” The raising of Lazarus actualizes this.  
         Ascensioncatholic.net 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 At the grave of Lazarus, Jesus says, “Unbind him and let him go free.”  

What can hold us bound (e.g., an addiction, resentment, anger, depression, self-pity, etc.) so that we are pre-

vented from living life as freely and as fully as God wishes for us?  

What can help us to get unbounded and go free?  

  

God is Good All the Time         
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Mrs. Beth Scholl, D.R.E. 
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During these unusual times when we cannot physically receive the 

Eucharist, stay close to Jesus through a Spiritual Communion:  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I 
love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 

cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly 

to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
Composed by St. Alphonsus Liguori in the 18th century 

 

Unless there is a Good Friday in your life,  
there can be no Easter Sunday. 

      
                     -Fulton J. Sheen 



St. Joseph Parish,  March 29,  2020 

 

 
 
 

The St. Joseph Knitting and Crochet Ministry Year In Review: 
 

For the year 2019 we sent Items to the following places. 
55 Baby Hats to Christ Hospital  
46 Hats, 5 Prayer Shawls, 1 cowl and 1 Hat and Scarf set to  
St. Leo’s Church 
94 Blankets and Hats, 4 Prayer Shawls, and 23 Hats  to Pregnancy 
Center West 
94 Blankets and Hats, and 20 Hats to Old St. Mary’s 
 Pregnancy Center 
26 Hats for the Homeless to Old St. Mary’s Church 
5 White Blankets for Babies Baptized at St. Joseph Parish 
32 Blankets and Prayer Shawls to the Three Rivers Giving Tree 
 
 
We would like to thank everyone who donated yarn or fleece to our 
Ministry. Anyone interested in help us in this ministry please call or e
-mail Mary Beth Walter at 513-941-5885 or e-mail wal-
termb1956@yahoo.com. 
We meet every Wednesday at 1:00 to 3:00 in the St Peter and St. 
Paul Room, all are welcome. We are willing to teach you to knit or 
crochet. 
 

(The Wednesday Meeting of the Knitting Ministry is currently 
postponed until further notice due to the COVID19)  

 

                                           



    

 

 
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

WeShare  Enrollment  

 

AUTHORIZATION FORM FOR ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

ALL PARTICIPANTS PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING: 
 

FULL NAME (PRINT): _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ CITY _____________ ST ____ ZIP__________ 

 

PHONE NUMBER: (H) _____________________ (W) ____________________ (CELL) _____________________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PLEASE CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 
EFT/ACH (electronic funds transfer) 

□  I hereby authorize St. Joseph Church to begin withdrawing funds from my account indicated with my attached voided 

check, and the Financial Institution to withdraw funds from the account.  Please attach a voided check and we will have the 

sufficient information necessary to begin withdrawals. 

 

       Each preauthorized contribution is in the amount of $ ___________ and shall be payable: 

 □ Weekly, on the following day of each week _____________ (Mon-Sun), or 

 □ Monthly, on the following day of each month ____________ (1st – 30th). 

   □ One Time Only 

 

OR 
Credit/Debit Card 

     □ I hereby authorize St. Joseph Church to charge my credit card listed below in the amount of $___________ 

              which will be payable: 

 □ Weekly, on the following day of each week _____________ (Mon-Sun), or 

 □ Monthly, on the following day of each month ____________(1st – 30th). 

 □ One Time Only 

 

 

       Type of card:         ____Visa   ____MasterCard       ____ American Express      ____ Discover Card 

 

     Card number: __________________________________ 

 

      Expiration:      Month __________ Year __________ 

 

    Name as it appears on the card: ____________________________________________________ 

  Card Verification ID #______________ 

      



St. Joseph Parish,  March 29,  2020 

 



    

 



St. Joseph Parish,  March 29,  2020 

 



    

 

Saturday 4:30pm · Sunday 8:30am, 11am  
Weekdays 8:00am 

Holy Days:  8:00am and 7pm 
Parish Office 

Hours:  8:30am-3:30pm    M-TH   8:30am-12:30pm  FRI 
Phone:  941-3661    Fax:  941-8559 

Email:  stjoseph@stjosephnorthbend.com 
Website:  stjosephnorthbend.com  

    Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StJosephNorthBend 
 

Bulletin Deadline:  10 days prior to publish date 

Mass Schedule 
Pastor 

Rev. Andrew Umberg 
(513) 941-3661  ext. 11 

 

Pastoral Associate 
Marti Barnes 

martibarnes@stjosephnorthbend.com 
 

Business Manager 
Karen Thorpe 

karenthorpe@stjosephnorthbend.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 
Beth Scholl 

bethscholl@stjosephnorthbend.com 
 

Music Director 
Mia Williams 

miabauerwilliams@gmail.com 

Parish Staff 

Confession:  Saturday 3:45pm 
 

Baptism: 
All parents are required to go through the Parish Baptismal Prepara-
tion Class. Parents may choose to participate before or after the 
birth of their child.  To register, please contact Marti Barnes, Pas-
toral Associate. 

RCIA: 
If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith please contact Marti Barnes, Pastoral Associate.  
 

Sacrament of the Sick: 
Notify the Parish Office or Fr. Umberg for anointing of the sick,  
communion to the sick, shut-ins, or when in the hospital or nursing 
home. 
    Matrimony: 
One of the engaged, or his/her parents, must be registered & an 
active parishioner at least 6 months prior to scheduling a wedding. 
Call or email Marti Barnes, Pastoral Associate, to make an appoint-
ment with Fr. Umberg at least six months in advance of the  
wedding. 

Sacraments 

Pastoral Council  
 
 

Member      Phone  Email 
Tony Bresser      473-8444  tonybresser@yahoo.com 
Bruce Tumlin      353-4518   btumlin@messer.com 
Elaine Kruse      941-7613     krusemes@aol.com 
Don Larrick      941-0538     dlarrick@fuse.net 
Agnes Maddock     467-6887     kcoddam@fuse.net 
Michael Groh      574-7828     mikegroh15@gmail.com 

Insert:   
Presidents Federal Credit Union 

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week 

 

For Financial and Emergency Assistance  
please call 513-913-2787 

St. Vincent de Paul 

mailto:miatiapia@gmail.com

