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St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

  
   3717 Hwy 515 E, Blairsville GA 30512       706-745-6400 

www.facebook.com/sfablairsville www.stfrancisblairsville.com 

Catholic Church 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time          

August 27, 2017 

 We must be constantly growing. St. Augustine is clear 

that if we are not growing closer to something, we are growing away 

from something. We are not static. As married persons, we are 

always growing. Sometimes the growth happens together 

and sometimes as individuals. The key in marriage is to 

keep the individual growth from causing you to grow 

apart. Communication is an important element to this, 

but so is invitation. Tell your spouse about the things you 

are learning and reading. Talk about what interests you. 

Invite your spouse to join you once in awhile. 

 Jesus was not the same person when we meet him 

in the temple at 12 that he was at 30 when he began his 

public ministry. He revealed himself as he grew and to the 

different people he encountered. We must do the same on 

the journey with our spouses. We must reveal our hearts, 

our joys, our interests and our sorrows. If you feel like you 

aren’t sure how to continue or restart your revealing 

romance, consider a marriage retreat like Marriage 

Encounter or reach out to your pastor for some ideas.  
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Peter, Peter, Peter… 
Today, Peter declares his recognition of Jesus as the 

Christ, the Messiah of God. Jesus calls him the rock upon 

whom he will build his church. Next Sunday, Peter 

responds to the news of Jesus’ future passion with 

incredulity, and we hear Jesus say, “get behind me, Satan, 

you are thinking not as God does, but as human beings 

do.”  Who do we say Jesus is? We might quickly respond 

with Peter that Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One of 

God. The real question that Jesus asks is deeper. What is 

the impact of faith in Jesus Christ in our lives? Is Christ       

an integral part of our life or a side-note? Let us pray.    
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday:    4:30 PM 

Sunday:       8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM (Spanish) 

Daily Mass 

Mon to Sat:  9:00 AM 

Adoration 

Mon to Fri: 9:45 – 12:00 PM 

Reconciliation 

Saturday:  3:30-4:15 and by appointment. 

 

EMAIL:          office@stfrancisblairsville.com  

PHONE:         706-745-6400 

BULLETIN:   bulletin@stfrancisblairsville.com 

WORSHIP @ St. Francis of Assisi 
 

CONTACT US 
OFFICE HOURS: 10-4:30 Mon-Thurs 

 

Clergy 

   Rev. Juan Areiza, Pastor    

   Rev. Mr. Larry Casey, Deacon         

   Rev. Mr. Paul Dietz, Deacon           

   Rev. Mr. John McGuire, Deacon   

  Emergency Phone Number: 678-343-7486 

 

Growing Our Marriages 
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First Saturday Devotion 
(Sat, Sept 2 @ 9:30 am) 

First Saturday Devotion takes 

place after the 9 AM Mass this 

coming Saturday, Sept. 2nd. The 

devotion includes the rosary 

and additional prayers.  

Light Weigh                        
(Thurs @ 5 pm) 

The 12-week Bible Study/ 

Weight Loss series will begin 

the Thursday, 8/31 at 5 pm in 

the conference room. Each 

session consists of a twenty-

minute Bible Study/discussion 

and then a DVD.  To register, 

call Joan at 706-745-2199 or 

828-361-1460. 

St. Augustine of Hippo 
(Feast Day Aug. 28) 

Augustine was canonized by 

popular acclaim, and later 

recognized as a Doctor of the 

Church in 1298 by Pope 

Boniface VIII. His feast day is 

28 August, the day on which he 

died. He is considered 

the patron saint of brewers, 

printers, theologians, sore eyes, 

and a number of cities and 

dioceses. Augustine wrote over 

100 works in Latin, many of 

them texts on Christian 

doctrine and apologetic 

works against various heresies. 

He is best known for 

the "Confessiones" ("Confessio

ns", a personal account of his 

early life, completed in about 
397), "De civitate Dei" ("The 

City of God", consisting of 22 

books started in 413 and 

finished in 426, dealing with 

God, martyrdom, Jews and 

other Christian philosophies). 

                                            

SAT/SUN, Aug 26/27 
4:30 PM - Sat 
   Cynthia Workman 
       (Julius/Marge Foster) 
8:30 AM - Sun 

   Parishioners of SFA 
Francis  
11 AM - Sun 

    Jan Stinson 
     (Marlene Arndt) 
1:00 PM - Sun 

    People of St. Francis 
 
MONDAY, Aug 28 
9:00 AM 

Alan Winter  
(Jerry/Cricket Aull) 

 
TUESDAY, Aug 29 
9:00 AM 

Josefa Ellegast 
    (Grizio Family) 

 
WEDNESDAY, Aug 30 
9:00 AM 

 Fr. Wise’s Intentions 
  (Sr. Dolores Alexander) 
 
THURSDAY, Aug 31 
9:00 AM 

 Bob/Mimi McCleary 
  (Rita Whittier) 

 
FRIDAY, Sept 1 
9:00 AM 

Thanksgiving to God 
  (Joe Kwiatkowski) 
 
SATURDAY, Sept 2 
9:00 AM 

Dorothy O’Hara 
   (Janet Morgan) 

 
Eucharistic Adoration 

Mon-Friday 
9:45AM- 12pm 

 
 
 
 

Fall Festival Focus               
(Sept 30-Oct 1, 2017) 

Craft Booth: The Craft Booth 

is a place of awe and wonder. 

We are awed by the talent of 

the crafters and wonder how 

they learned to craft so well. 

We say WOW and mean it! 

Are you a crafter? Would you 

like to donate a small part of 

your work to the Fall Festival? 

You may drop your work by 

the parish office or give us a 

call (706-745-6400). And…oh 

by the way, you are so 

talented! 

Baked Goods: It’s no 

coincidence that the Baked 

Goods Booth is the first booth 

inside Marian Hall. It is 

aromatically irresistible. Home 

made cookies, breads, candies, 

pies, puddings and more. You 

will purchase the goodies, for 

sure.  Better yet, consider 

baking your Aunt Martha’s 

legendary chocolate cake and 

donating it to the Baked Goods 

Booth. You bake - you buy. 

That sounds fair, doesn’t it? 

Find Aunt Martha’s apron. 

You have some baking to do! 

Contact Person: Marie Diehl, 

706.781.5804 

Silent Auction: Shhh! Silence 

in the auction site! Let your bid 

speak for you instead. Bid on 

new and vintage items, unique 

and “just what I need” items, 

big items, small items. 

Donations are still being 

accepted. Got an extra boat at 

the dock or a new lawn mower 

just sitting around? The 

festival could use them. Think 

about it. 

More next week. 

Exploring Catholicism   

(RCIA)                               
(Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm) 

Classes are just beginning as we 

explore the magnificence of the 

Catholic faith. Interested in 

becoming Catholic? Do you 

have a spouse or friend who 

would like to know more about 

the faith? Did you miss out on a 

Catholic education? Join our 

RCIA class Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 

in the library. The journey is 

life-changing. Questions? Call 

Fr. Wise @ 706-837-2962. 

Religious Education   
Family Meeting 

Regular religious education 

classes for children begin on 

September 10th at 9:45. A Family 

meeting is today, August 27 

between the morning Masses. 

Register for classes after Mass or 

call the parish office 706-745-

6400. 

Save the Dates 

Bible Study – the Bible and 

Sacraments – Sundays at 9:45 

starting Sept. 10, 2017 

Book Club – Sign of Jonah by 

Thomas Merton – Sept 12 @ 10 

Women’s Retreat – Embracing 

the Seasons of Our Lives – 

October 14, 10-3. 

Pope Francis August  
Prayer Intention 

Artists: That artists of our time, 

through their ingenuity, may 

help discover the beauty of 

creation. 

Parish 

 Life 

Mass 

Intentions 
Faith 

Formation 
More 
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Did you know that     

racism is a sin? 

Almost 40 years ago, the 

Bishops of the United States 

wrote a Pastoral Letter on 

Racism. Among the many 

things, they discussed was the 

fact that "Racism is a sin: a sin 

that divides the human family, 

blots out the image of God 

among specific members of that 

family, and violates the 

fundamental human dignity of 

those called to be children of 

the same Father." 

On August 23, 2017, Cardinal 

DiNardo, President of the 

United States Bishops, stated: 

"Recent events have exposed 

the extent to which the sin of 

racism continues to afflict our 

nation. The establishment of 

this new ad hoc committee will 

be wholly dedicated to 

engaging the Church and our 

society to work together in 

unity to challenge the sin of 

racism, to listen to persons who 

are suffering under this sin, and 

to come together in the love of 

Christ to know one another as 

brothers and sisters,"  

 

Living Flame of the 

Sanctuary Light  
burns this week for the special 

Intentions of the  

Johnson Family 
By 

Carol Eckstein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
September   

Second Collections 

Sept    
03 

Catholic University               
of America 

Sept  
10 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Door Collection 

Sept 
 17 

Parish Debt Reduction 

Sept 
24 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Archdiocesan 
Collection 

 

 

Of Note And  

Stewardship Report   
August 20, 2017 

First Collection: 
(Includes Assumption Collection) 

$9595.00      

Second Collection  

Debt Reduction    
$2364.00 

Next week: 
Catholic University of America 

Thank you for your continued 

support of our parish. 


