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St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

  
   3717 Hwy 515 E, Blairsville GA 30512       706-745-6400 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2017 

Lighten Up!               

Christmas is serious business, but it shouldn’t be 

taken too seriously. Christmas will be a time for joy, 

as we gather with family and friends, and as we 

worship at church to celebrate the good news that 

Christ is born for us. All this celebrating demands 

hard work. Work is rarely fun, but the preparation 

for Christmas brings along with it some of the 

enjoyment of Christmas Day. This work helps us 

think about the love we have and hope we share.  

Even Advent can get too serious. True, this is a time 

of preparation. We confess our sins and mend fences 

so that Christmas will have more meaning for us. But 

Advent aims to keep us joyful all the way to 

Christmas. "Rejoice always,” we hear Paul say today. 

“In all circumstances give thanks.” Paul was 

addressing the Christian community in Thessalonica. 

He reaffirmed their belief that the second coming of 

Christ was very close. He prayed for them, that they 

“be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

One sign of their blamelessness would be their joy. 

Rejoice always, Paul says. Always. 

Throughout Advent, we get distracted. We have 

many duties in the weeks ahead. There isn’t much 

time to get everything done. But even this time of 

preparation is a time to lighten up. Let us not lose 

sight of where we’re headed: Christmas Day! 

Rejoice! ©2008 Resource Publications by Paul Turner 

 

Mass Schedule 

Sat/Sun:   4:30 PM/ 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM Sp. 

Daily Mass:        Mon to Sat:  9:00 AM 

 Adoration:        Mon to Fri: 9:45 – 12:00 PM 

Reconciliation:  Sat:  3:30-4:15 and app’t. 

 

EMAIL:  office@stfrancisblairsville.com   

PHONE:  706-745-6400 

BULLETIN: bulletin@stfrancisblairsville.com 

 

WORSHIP @ St. Francis of Assisi 
 

CONTACT US 
OFFICE HOURS: 10-4:30 Mon-Thurs 

 

Clergy   Rev. Juan Areiza, Pastor   

   Rev. Mr. Larry Casey, Deacon         

   Rev. Mr. Paul Dietz, Deacon 

   Rev. Mr. John Paul McGuire, Deacon 

   Rev. Mr. John Barone, Deacon 

           

Fr. Juan Areiza, Pastor 

More Than Disciples 

Each of today’s four scriptural roles—disciple, prophet, 

apostle, herald—forms a facet of our life in Christ as we 

live it day by day. Isaiah tells us that a prophet is 

anointed, as we were anointed at our baptism in water 

and the Spirit, to bring glad tidings and to promote 

God’s reign of healing, justice, and peace. An apostle, 

like Paul, is one who is “sent.” Each of us, in his or her 

own way, is sent by Christ to be a voice of rejoicing, to 

encourage prophetic voices in the world, and to make 

sure that the work of the Spirit thrives. John the Baptist 

shows us the job of the herald, making the Lord’s way 

straight, announcing the coming of the Light of the 

World. 

 Today we also hear from Mary, model disciple. 

Her song, the “Magnificat,” shows us the world we 

must believe in and work for: one in which God is 

praised, where God’s favor is bestowed on the humble, 

where the hungry are filled and the rich are sent away 

empty, a world that continues to know and rejoice in 

the mercy of God that lasts for all ages.© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

mailto:office@stfrancisblairsville.com


 

Parish Gift Shop has               
local Christmas gifts  

Want to give beautiful and 

personal gifts for Christmas? Our 

Father’s Place Gift Shop has 

many - crosses made by Deacon 

Paul Dietz, a book written by 

Deacon Larry Casey, CD’s 

recorded by musician Jerry Aull 

(and family), St. Francis of Assisi 

tee shirts, stocking stuffers and 

much more! Stop by and shop 

after Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                        

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Third Week of Advent 

Dec. 17-23, 2017 

Sat/Sun     
Dec 16/17   

4:30  Hank Badach 

(Ginny Badach) 

8:30 L Leaders of America 

(Grizio Family) 
11:00  Rich Kiefer    

(Kiefer family) 
1:00 

 
People of St. Francis 

Mon Dec 18    

9:00 
 

Marcus Leipheimer 
(John/M Engelmann) 

Tues Dec 19    

9:00  Anna McNeely 
(John/M Engelmann) 

Wed Dec 20  
9:00 

 Jeannie Ann Quirk 

(John/M Engelmann) 

Thu Dec 21   

9:00 L  Mary Wainscott 
(Ron/Joan Koerber) 

 Fri   Dec 22   

9:00 L Jerry Furst 

(Joan Furst) 

Sat   Dec 23    
9:00 L Caroline 

Richbourg 

(Stephanie Miller) 

4:30  
Victoria& Steven 

Jienckle 

(Debi Spriggs) 

 

Meet Deacon John Barone               
(and his wife, Ellen) 

Born in Copaigue, Long Island NY, 

John moved with his family to St. 

Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands at the age 

of ten where he lived for the next 

fourteen years. He met his wife, Ellen 

in Clearwater Beach Florida and has 

been married for thirty-five years. They 

have been residents of the area since 

1993.  

A forensic specialist and crime scene 

investigator in an earlier career, John 

has also served as a mental health 

counselor.  

 

While vacationing in Big Bend National 

Park in Texas, John first felt God calling 

him to the diaconate. He was ordained 

for the Archdiocese of Atlanta in 2007. 

While in formation, Ellen attended 

classes with him.   

 

“The winds of grace are always 

blowing, but you have to raise the 

sail.” (Ramakrishna) are words John 

lives by.  Ellen says of being the wife of 

a deacon: “It’s like flying an 

airplane…without any instructions!” As 

the wife of a deacon, she supports John 

in his service to the Church.  

 

Prior to assignment to St. Francis, John 

has served in parish faith formation, 

chaplaincy and ministry to the 

sick/homebound/nursing home.  

 

The Barones feel very much at home at 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish. “St. Francis 

of Assisi is a parish that values 

“Community.” It is a community that 

believes, a community that shares, and 

a community that is one family.”  

 

Welcome Deacon John and Ellen!  

Parish Directory: Fr. Juan: pastor@stfrancisblairsville.com   Office: office@stfrancisblairsville.com, finances@stfrancisblairsville.com   Joe:  
dre@stfrancisblairsville.com, Colleen: adultformation@stfrancisblairsville.com Marianne: music@stfrancisblairsville.com   

                                    Mary: pastoralassistant@stfrancisblairsville.com                                                                              FAX: 706.745.1468 

 
 

Mass Intentions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our New Deacon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule  
 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 

Children’s Mass:  4:30 pm 

  Bilingual Mass:  7 pm 

Christmas Day 

              Mass: 10 am 

 

Note: January 1, 2018, Feast 

of Mary, Mother of God is 

NOT a holy day of obligation 

this year. Mass is at 9 am on 

Monday, Jan. 1, 2018. No 

vigil Mass.  

 

Stewardship 
Report 

Dec. 7-8, 9-10, 2017 

First Collection: 

$6168.00 

Second Collection 

(Retired Religious Fund) 

$831.00 

Next week:                    

No second collection 

Jessica Smith and Kelly Ashcroft 

Jessica Smith, daughter of Todd and 

Jennifer Smith, and Kelly Ashcroft 

married at St. Francis of Assisi Church 

Saturday, Dec 9th. It was a snowy 

day but a beautiful wedding! 

Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Ashcroft! 

 

mailto:pastor@stfrancisblairsville.com
mailto:pastoralassistant@stfrancisblairsville.com


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Parish Christmas Party         
(Dec. 23 at 6 pm) 

Sign up NOW for the parish 

Christmas Party! St. Nick will 

stop by. It’s a potluck dinner. 

Christmas music. A great 

parish-wide party! Sign up at 

the information table in the 

vestibule.  

 Note: We need four 

volunteers to cook a turkey or 

ham at home and bring to the 

party. The parish will provide 

the turkey and ham. Sign up at 

information table, too.  

Farewell Letter from Michele 
Kiefer, Office Manager 

My Dearest Parishioners, 

It is with mixed feelings that I end 

my position as office manager at 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 

Church; but God has other plans 

for my “golden” years. 

My future brings to me part 

ownership of a restaurant in 

Young Harris. The new 

proprietors of RESTAURANT 

LORENE are my daughter and 

son-in-law, Keri and Cory 

Benoit.  I transition from one 

“family business” to another.  We 

are planning on opening in 

January. 

As a parish family, we’ve endured 

much pain and sorrow; and we 

have also celebrated much joy 

and happiness. God’s grace and 

mercy continue to rain down on 

us. 

I am NOT retiring from St. Francis 

of Assisi parish; only from the 

parish office. 

I look forward to seeing all of 

you at Mass, parish activities, 

and Restaurant Lorene. 

With much love and 
gratitude; until we meet 

 

 

 

Women’s Guild              
Christmas Luncheon            
(Tues, Dec 19 @11:30) 

is at Brasstown Valley Resort 

Tuesday, Dec 19
th
 at 11:30. 

$20 includes tip. Gift 

exchange is a fun pair of 

socks. Sign up at the 

information table or RSVP to 

Judy Baldwin 706-745-5259, 

jtbaldw1@msn.com 

Bereavement Breakfast   
(Wed, Dec. 20 @ 10 am) 

Breakfast and sharing – help 

each other get through the 

loneliness of the holidays. 

Join us for breakfast in 

Marian Hall.   

Prayer List  
The Sick: 

Mary Jo Yates 

Joanna McConnell 

Raymond Bailey 

Donna Warren 

Lee Ann Wischmeyer 

Jaclyn Wright 

Frank Hoffman 

Mary Ann Shaputis 

Kim Davenport 

Lew Caputa 

Pam Collins 

Glen Santiago 

George Thompson 

Mike Kelly 

Mike Garza 

William Atkinson 

June Tyler (shoulder surgery) 

Cici Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Isaías nos dice que el profeta es ungido, tal 

como fuimos ungidos en el Bautismo con agua 

y con el Espíritu, para traer la Buena Nueva y 

promover el Reino de Dios, un reino de 

salvación, justicia y paz. El apóstol, como 

Pablo, es un “enviado”. Cada uno de nosotros, 

a su manera, es enviado por Cristo a ser una 

voz de alegría, a animar las voces proféticas en 

el mundo y asegurar que prospere la obra del 

Espíritu. Juan Bautista nos muestra la labor del 

testigo, enderezando el camino del Señor, 

anunciando la venida de la Luz del Mundo. 

 Hoy escuchamos también a María, 

discípulo modelo. Su canto, el “Magnificat”, 

nos muestra el mundo en que debemos creer y 

por el cual laborar: uno en donde Dios sea 

alabado, donde el favor de Dios se derrama 

sobre los humildes, donde los hambrientos 

quedan repletos y los ricos se despiden vacíos, 

un mundo que continúa conociendo y 

celebrando la misericordia de Dios que perdura 

por todos los siglos.© Copyright, J. S. Paluch 

Co. 

Anuncios 

Clase de Biblia: Todos los miércoles de 7 a 

8:15pm.  

Grupo de Oración: Viernes a las 7:00pm en el 

Templo. 

Emergencia Sacramental: Si usted tiene alguna 

emergencia sacramental en la que se necesite la 

asistencia del sacerdote para la extremaunción 

(peligro de muerte) por favor comuníquese al    

678 343 7486. 

                                 

 

Parish Life  Tercer Domingo de Adviento 

 
And Finally 

Living Flame of  

the Sanctuary 

Light 
burns this week in 

memory of 

Rich Kiefer                

by                          

Kiefer Family            Parish website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com 

Parish facebook: www.facebook.com/sfablairsville                     

Fax Number: 706-745-1468 

 

MÁS QUE DISCÍPULOS 

Cada uno de los cuatro 

roles en las Escrituras de 

hoy —discípulo, profeta, 

apóstol, testigo— forma 

una faceta de la vida en 

Cristo que vivimos día a 

día. 

mailto:jtbaldw1@msn.com
http://www.facebook.com/sfablairsville

