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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 24, 2019 

Mass Intentions 2/23 – 2/28 
Sat 4:30: People of SFA 
 

Sun 8:30         + Marian & Sven Persson 
        by Bob & Karen Kopec  

Sun 11:00       + Simone Nicholson 
       by Ed & Pat Williams 

========================================== 
Mon             + David Fitkin  
        by Judith Supinie 

Tue         + Eileen Gross 
       by Ann Jacques 

Wed         Leaders of America 
      by Grizio Family 

Thu         + Howard Vermilye 
      by Janet Morgan 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday  

9:45 am      Catechism        Marian Hall Lower Rm                                   
9:45am       Bible Chat           Room 11 
12:15 pm    R.C.I.A.                Conference Room  
6:00 pm      Youth Group      Marian Hall – upper 
 

Monday 
12 pm    Prison Ministry   Room 6 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
1:00 pm Bible Timeline   Conf. Room 
1:00 pm Life & Dignity  Room 6 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 am Prayer Group  Room 11 
6:00 pm Young Adults  Room 7   
6:30 pm R.C.I.A.   Conf. Room 
7:00 pm Sp. Prayer Group Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am Breakfast w/ Fr. G. G&G Bakery 
10:00 am Marian Consecration Marian Hall 
10:00 am  St. Vincent de Paul Conf. Room 
4:00 pm Choir practice  Church 
6:30 pm Marian Consecration Conf. Room  
 

Saturday & Sunday 
Mass  Food Pantry Weekend Church 

Offertory: February 16 & 17 
First Collection:  $6,312.00 
Second Collection:           $2,228.00  (Debt Reduction) 

Readings for the Week  2/24-3/2 
Sunday 

1Sam 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23   1Cor 15:45-49  Lk6:27-38 
Monday: 

Sir 1:1-10  Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday 

Sir 2:1-11  Mk 9:30-37 
Wednesday 

Sir 4:11-19  Mk 9:38-40                                       
Thursday 

Sir 5:1-8 Mk 9:41-50 
Friday 

Sir 6:5-17  Mk 10:1-12  
Saturday 

Sir 17:1-15  Mk 10:13-16 

 

Prayer Requests 
  David Shumway  Jean Hiler 
  Fr. Gary Burkart     Barbara Lewis 
  Fr. G’s mom        Todd Smith 
  Pam Terranova  Jay Carbonaro 
  Mary Ann Fitkin  Ken Voss 
  Lorene Glenn   John Grenier 
  Bruce & Stephanie Miller Pat Smith 
   
 
  Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain. 
    

Prayer for Healing 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness 

and disease. Restore strength to their bodies and joy to 
their spirit, so that in renewed health, they may bless 

and serve you, now and forevermore. 



WHO WILL SERVE? 
We are putting out a call to all of our young adults, between the ages of 10-17 to consider 
serving the Lord by becoming an altar server.  There is a need for altar servers to assist with 
the Mass, and also to help at other events, such as during Lent, which is fast approaching.  If 
God has placed the desire in your heart to help serve the Church at St. Francis in this way, 
please contact Glenn Harahan, either by calling him at (352) 650- 3117, or by e-mail, at 
caroleharahan@yahoo.com 
 
“The closer you are to the altar the more you will remember to speak with Jesus in daily 
prayer; the more you will be nourished by the word and the body of the Lord, the better 
able you will be to go out to others, bringing them the gift that you have received, giving in turn with enthusiasm the joy 
you have received.”  Pope Francis– Speaking to Altar Servers 

 

 
  

"O Jesus, concealed in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar, my only love and 
mercy, I commend to You all the needs of 

my body and soul. You can help me, 
because You are Mercy itself. In You lies 

all my hope." – St. Faustina 
 

Lay it all at His feet…. 

*EUCHARISTIC ADORATION* 
Mon – Fri  *  10am – 12 noon 

MINISTRIES AT ST. FRANCIS 
BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday Bible Chat * Light Weigh * Bible Timeline  
SMALL FAITH GROUPS 

Catholic Book Club * Catholic Mom’s Group 
Fire of the Spirit Prayer Group * Spanish Prayer Group 

Bereavement Breakfast * Young Adults Catechism 
Sisters in Faith * Catholic Dinner Circles 

San Damiano Men’s Group * Vocation Prayer Team 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Divine Mercy Cenacle * R.C.I.A. – Faith Journey 
Discipleship Group * Secular Franciscan Order 

Marian Consecration – 33 Days to Morning Glory 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 

MINISTRY OF SERVICE 
Women’s Guild * Knights of Columbus * 

St. Vincent de Paul * Pro-Life Ministry * Prison Ministry 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY 

Altar servers * Sacristans * Lectors   
Eucharistic Ministers * Choir/Music Ministry 

 

We would like to invite you to join Light Weigh One King 

this Lenten season as a source of inspiration. “One King 

is a Bible Study and 12-week DVD program, designed to 

help people lose weight and achieve peace with food, as 

well as help them to overcome any temptation which 

divides them from God. One King is about evangelizing 

Jesus Christ, and connecting individuals to His loving, 

transforming power in their daily lives!” We are holding 

an introductory meeting on Tuesday, March 5, at 10:00 

am in room 11. The cost of this program is comparable 

to Weight Watchers. Please call Joanne at 770-377-2280 

if you have any questions. 
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Lenten Bible Study: No Greater Love:  

A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion 
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, No Greater Love highlights the biblical foundations of every moment 

of Christ’s Passion - the Old Testament prophesies fulfilled, the amazing connections to our Catholic faith, 

the historical context of the events – all unfolding in a way that is ever ancient, ever new.  Sign up in the 

vestibule of the church.  There are many options for joining a study: 

*Sundays at 9:45 a.m. beginning March 10 
*Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning March 11 
*Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. beginning March 5 
*Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. beginning March 6 
*Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. beginning March 13 (Young Adults) 
*Fridays at 10:00 a.m. beginning March 8 

 

Lenten Almsgiving 
This Lent, St. Francis of Assisi will commit to supporting the Little Way Messngers.  A ministry 
established by former St. Francis of Assisi pastor, Father Selvaraj.  The purpose of the Little Way 
Messengers is to establish a religious order and seminary in southern India, to form zealous missionary priests, to train 
them in various cultures and languages so that they may be sent to the four corners of the world where there is a 
shortage of priests under the patronage of St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower.  
 
Prayerfully consider allocating some of your almsgiving to the Little Way Messengers.  You can visit their website at  
 

O U R M IS S IO N :  T O FO RM  FU T URE  PR IE S TS  W HO  W ILL S P RE A D G OD 'S  LO V E  

A N D  S A LV A T IO N  T H RO U G H O UT  THE  W OR LD .  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IT’S PARTY TIME!! 
Come and help us celebrate with joy the service of Mary Smith to our parish, 
and to wish her well as she embraces the next chapter of life, in retirement.  
On Saturday, March 2nd, after the 4:30 pm Vigil Mass, there will be a party in 
Mary’s honor in Marian Hall.  We are asking those who are able to bring a 
salad or desert. 
 
For more than a decade, Mary has faithfully served four pastors at St. Francis, 
and now looks forward to dedicating more time to her husband Steve, and to 
her children and grandchildren.  Shown here, with Archbishop Gregory, who 
was visiting to confirm our young adults, Mary has been the central figure in 

the parish at socials and main events.   
 
When asked what she’ll be doing next, Mary responded just like Tom Brady after winning the Super Bowl…. 
“I’m going to DisneyWorld!”.  Mary has plans to enjoy the “Happiest Place on Earth” with some of her family,  
and we truly wish Mary all the health and happiness that God can pour out upon her.  There are no words, 

other than to say……..THANK YOU MARY!!!!!!!! 



REFLECTIONS ON TODAY’S READINGS……by Dr. Scott Hahn 

The story of David and Saul in today’s First Reading functions almost like a 
parable. Showing mercy to his deadly foe, David gives a concrete example of  
what Jesus expects to become a way of life for His disciples. 
The new law Jesus gives in today’s Gospel would have us all become “Davids”—
loving our enemies, doing good to those who would harm us, extending a line of 
credit to those who won’t ever repay us. 
 
The Old Law required only that the Israelites love their fellow countrymen (see 
Leviticus 19:18). The new law Jesus brings makes us kin to every man and woman 
(see also Luke 10:29–36). His kingdom isn’t one of tribe or nationality. It’s a 
family. As followers of Jesus, we’re to live as He lived among us—as “children of 
the Most High” (see Luke 6:35; 1:35). 
 
As sons and daughters, we want to walk in the ways of our heavenly Father, to 
“be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Grateful for His mercy, we’re called 

to forgive others their trespasses because God has forgiven ours. 
 
In the context of today’s liturgy, we’re all “Sauls”—by our sinfulness and pride we make ourselves enemies of God. But 
we’ve been spared a death we surely deserved to die because God has loved and shown mercy to His enemies, “the 
ungrateful and the wicked,” as Jesus says. 
 
Jesus showed us this love in His Passion, forgiving His enemies as they stripped Him of cloak and tunic, cursed Him and 
struck Him on the cheek, condemned Him to death on a cross (see Luke 22:63–65; 23:34). “He redeems your life from 
destruction,” David reminds us in today’s Psalm. 
 
That’s the promise, too, of today’s Epistle: that we who believe in the “last Adam,” Jesus, will rise from the dead in His 
image, as today we bear the image of the “first Adam,” who by his sin made God an enemy and brought death into the 
world (see 1 Corinthians 15:21–22). 

 

La historia de David y Saúl en la primera lectura de hoy funciona casi como una parábola. Al mostrar misericordia a su 

enemigo mortal, David da un ejemplo concreto de lo que Jesús espera que se convierta en una forma de vida para sus 

discípulos.  La nueva ley que da Jesús en el Evangelio de hoy nos convertiría a todos en "Davids": amando a nuestros 

enemigos, haciendo el bien a quienes nos harían daño, extendiendo una línea de crédito a aquellos que nunca nos pagarán. 

 

La antigua ley solo exigía que los israelitas amaran a sus compatriotas (ver Levítico 19:18). La nueva ley que trae Jesús 

nos hace familiares de todos los hombres y mujeres (véase también Lucas 10: 29–36).  Su reino no es de tribu o 

nacionalidad. Es una familia Como seguidores de Jesús, debemos vivir como Él vivió entre nosotros, como "hijos del 

Altísimo" (véase Lucas 6:35; 1:35). 

 

Como hijos e hijas, queremos caminar en los caminos de nuestro Padre celestial, para “ser misericordiosos, así como tu 

Padre es misericordioso”. Agradecidos por su misericordia, estamos llamados a perdonar a otros sus ofensas porque Dios 

nos ha perdonado. 

 

En el contexto de la liturgia de hoy, todos somos "Sauls", por nuestro pecado y orgullo nos hacemos enemigos de Dios. 

Pero hemos sido salvados de una muerte que seguramente merecíamos morir porque Dios ha amado y mostrado 

misericordia a sus enemigos, "los ingratos y los malvados", como dice Jesús. 

 

Jesús nos mostró este amor en Su Pasión, perdonando a Sus enemigos cuando lo despojaron de su manto y túnica, lo 

maldijeron y lo golpearon en la mejilla, lo condenaron a muerte en una cruz (vea Lucas 22: 63–65; 23:34) . "Él redime tu 

vida de la destrucción", David nos recuerda en el Salmo de hoy. 

 

Esa es también la promesa de la Epístola de hoy: que los que creemos en el "último Adán", Jesús, resucitarán de entre los 

muertos a su imagen, como hoy portamos la imagen del "primer Adán", que por su pecado cometió Dios, un enemigo y 

trajo la muerte al mundo (véase 1 Corintios 15: 21–22). 
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Lent’s Pre-Season Warm-Up: 
Septuagesima, Carnival, and Shrovetide 

Sunday, Feb. 17 was Septuagesima Sunday, followed by Sexagesima (this Sunday), and Quinquagesima Sundays. 
Septuagesima Sunday kicks off Carnival season, which comes right before Shrovetide, which culminates in Shrove 
Tuesday - more popularly known as Mardi Gras.  If all but the last of those holidays sounds foreign to you, you are likely 
not alone, these strange-sounding days once marked a period of pre-Lenten preparation and feasting that is still 
observed by some rites within the Catholic Church and other Christian traditions. 
 
Pre-Lent Sundays: Septuagesima, Sexagesima, Quinquagesima 
Septuagesima is the ninth Sunday before Easter, or the third Sunday before Lent.  The name comes from the Latin word 
for seventieth, since the Sunday falls roughly within 70 days of Easter Sunday. The succeeding Sundays are also named 
for their distance from Easter: Sexagesima (60), Quinquagesima (50). Quadragesima Sunday (40) is the first official 
Sunday of Lent.   
 
Septuagesima Sunday is also symbolic of the 70 years of Babylonian captivity. While Lent mirrors the 40-year exodus of 
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, to freedom in the Promised Land, Septuagesima mirrors the 70 years of the 
Babylonian captivity. Both lead from captivity to freedom, and so also point to salvation won for us by Christ: freedom 
from slavery to the Promised Land of Heaven. 
 
Septuagesima Sunday traditionally marked the beginning of some of the more somber practices that characterize the 
season of Lent - it was the day when the saying or singing of “Alleluia” would be suspended until Easter, and the first day 
that priests would wear penitential purple vestments. The last alleluias would traditionally have been sung after Vespers 
the previous night 
 
Septuagesima Sunday traditionally kicks off a season known by various names - Septuagesima-tide, or Carnival (typically 
the name for more worldly celebrations during this time), or Shrove-Tide (particularly in Anglican traditions). The point 
of the season is to prepare well for Lent.  Pope Saint Paul VI is said to have described the progressive move toward Lent 
in Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima, like church bells that call the faithful to worship, 15, 10, and 5 
minutes before Mass.  Each week in the lead-up to Lent is a nudge that the great and holy fast is around the corner, and 
our preparations for this should intensify.  Carnival is the term for the more festive, wordly events associated with the 
pre-Lenten season, and is celebrated throughout the world with parades, parties and feasts. Still, the word itself is 
Catholic in origin, coming from Latin Carnem levare (carnelevarium) which means "withdrawal" or "removal" of meat. 
  
One last chance: Mardi Gras, Fat Tuesday, Shrove Tuesday 
The last day before Ash Wednesday, the official start of Lent, is called Mardi Gras, Fat Tuesday or Shrove Tuesday, 
depending on the country or region.  “Mardi Gras” is French for Fat Tuesday, the biggest celebrations of which in the 
United States take place in New Orleans, Louisiana, with parades and parties on Bourbon Street and throughout the city.   
Besides being the last day to clear the house of indulgent foods, it is also traditionally the last day to clear the soul from 
sin before the start of the Lenten season. The name “Shrove Tuesday,” typically more common in Anglican areas, was 
thus called because it was a day to be “shriven from sins.”   
 
The ubiquitous pancake breakfasts, (most often associated with parish breakfasts sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 
in the United States) may also have their origins in Shrove Tuesday, as pancakes were a traditional English food served 
on the day to rid the house of any last sugar, butter and eggs.  Lent this year begins on March 6.   

BREAKFAST WITH Fr. G. at G&G BAKERY 
While the feast days remain…….why not come out and indulge in a donut, 
scone, bagel or other pastry at G&G Bakery, and catch up with Fr. G?  Please 
not the DATE CHANGE from the initial Flocknote.  This will be on THURSDAY, 
February 28th, from 10 am – 11:30 am.  See you there!     


