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Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
March 3, 2019 

Mass Intentions 3/2 – 3/8 
Sat 4:30           +Bob Ashley 
        by Roseanne Ashley  

Sun 8:30         + Pat Macey 
        by Colleen Orchanian  

Sun 11:00       + Theresa Murawski 
       by Sarah Pawli 

Sun 1:00 People of St. Francis 
========================================== 
Mon 9am       Communion Service  
Tue   9am      + Minta Eley 
       by Merry Balchunas 

Wed 9am         +Angelo & Mary Gioia 
      by Jim Gioia 

Wed 12pm  Spiritually Adopted Babies of the Parish 
      by Ralph & Yoli Cory 

Thu  9am        Communion Service 
Fri    9am        Family of Helen Lopez 
      by Helen Lopez 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday  

9:45 am      Catechism        Marian Hall Lower Rm                                   
9:45am       Bible Chat           Room 11 
12:15 pm    R.C.I.A.                Conference Room  
6:00 pm      Youth Group      Marian Hall – upper 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Mom’s Group  Room 6 
10:00 am Book Club   Library 
10:00 am Bereavement  Room 7  
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
1:00 pm Passion Bible Study Room 6 
 

ASH Wednesday 
10:00 am Passion Bible Study Room 11 
12 noon Mass   Church 
7:00 pm Mass- Bilingual  Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am Marian Consecration Marian Hall 
4:00 pm Choir practice  Church 
6:00 pm Marian Consecration Conf. Room  
 

Saturday 
1:00 pm Secular Franciscans Marian Hall 

 

 
Offertory:  Feb. 23 & 24:  $5,682 (one collection) 

Readings for the Week  3/3-3/9 
Sunday 

Sir 27:4-7 1Cor 15:54-58  Lk6:39-45 
Monday: 

Sir 17:20-24  Mk 10:17-27 
Tuesday 

Sir 35:1-12  Mk 10:28-31 
Ash Wednesday 

JL 2:12-18   2Cor 5:20-6:2           Mt 6:1-6,16-18                                       
Thursday 

Dt 30:15-20 Lk 9:22-25 
Friday 

Is 58:1-9a  Mt 9:14-15  
Saturday 

Is 58:9b-14  Lk 5:27-3 

 

Prayer Requests 
  David Shumway  Jean Hiler 
  Fr. Gary Burkart     Barbara Lewis 
  Fr. G’s mom        Todd Smith 
  Pam Terranova  Jay Carbonaro 
  Mary Ann Fitkin  Ken Voss 
  Lorene Glenn   John Grenier 
  Bruce & Stephanie Miller Pat Smith 
  Jacqueline Poirier  Robert Hafer 
  Carol Eckstein 
  Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain. 
    

Prayer for Healing 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness 

and disease. Restore strength to their bodies and joy to 
their spirit, so that in renewed health, they may bless 

and serve you, now and forevermore. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 Jeremiah 17:14 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
LENTEN RETREAT 

 
 

The St. Francis of Assisi Women's Guild 
will hold it's Lenten Retreat on March 19th, 
in Marian Hall.  
 
Tickets are $5, and will be on sale after 
Mass, and will include lunch from Bean 
Pod.   
 
The Retreat will be led by Ms. Monica 
Oppermann from the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Lenten Bible Study: No Greater Love:  

A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion 
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, No Greater Love highlights the biblical 

foundations of every moment of Christ’s Passion - the Old Testament prophesies 

fulfilled, the amazing connections to our Catholic faith, the 

historical context of the events – all unfolding in a way that is 

ever ancient, ever new.  Sign up in the vestibule of the church.  

There are many options for joining a study: 

*Sundays at 9:45 a.m. beginning March 10 
*Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning March 11 
*Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. beginning March 5 
*Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. beginning March 6 
*Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. beginning March 13 (Young Adults) 
*Fridays at 10:00 a.m. beginning March 8 
___________________________________________________ 

 
John of God, O.H. (March 8, 1495 – March 8, 
1550) (Portuguese: João de Deus, Spanish: Juan de 
Dios, and Latin: Joannis de Deo) was a Portuguese-
born soldier turned health-care worker in Spain, 
whose followers later formed the Brothers 
Hospitallers of Saint John of God, a worldwide 
Catholic religious institute dedicated to the care of 
the poor, sick, and those suffering from mental 
disorders. He has been canonized by the Catholic 
Church, and is considered one of Spain's leading 
religious figures.  St. John of God….PRAY FOR US! 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brothers_Hospitallers_of_Saint_John_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brothers_Hospitallers_of_Saint_John_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonization


Dr. Scott Hahn’s Reflections on Today’s Readings 

In today’s readings we 
hear Jesus speaking in 
Galilee as well as a 
Jewish sage named 
Sirach writing in 
Jerusalem more than a 
century earlier. The 
two of them touch 

upon a single truth: The words that come out of us 
make known the hidden thoughts within us. 
Speech reveals the secrets of the heart. 
Sirach teaches that speaking is “the test of men” 
and their character (Sir 27:7). One who is upright 
will utter words that are truthful and encouraging 
to others. But one whose heart is cluttered with 
“refuse” will be exposed, since the “fruit” of his 
mouth speaks volumes about the “tree” that 
produces it (Sir 27:6). Sirach also compares the 
testing of our words to clay fired in a kiln—if 
properly prepared, a useful vessel emerges; but if 
the clay is not fully dried, it will break apart in the 
extreme heat (Sirach 27:5). 

In a similar way, Jesus insists that a person speaks 
“out of the abundance of the heart” (Luke 6:45).  
He too compares our speech, whether good or bad, 
to what grows on a tree: “For no good tree bears  
bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good 
fruit” (Luke 6:43). 
Both readings urge us to make wholesome speech 
a habit. After all, much about who we are is 
brought to light through what we say. But there’s 
an additional step: The Lord is asking us to look 
inward, to examine our hearts and fill them with 
the “good treasure” that God desires. 
Why do purity of heart and speech matter so 
much? Because, as Jesus declares elsewhere: “by 
your words you will be justified, and by your words 
you will be condemned” (Matt 12:37). They matter 
because they help to decide our final judgment, 
and this is where the Second Reading comes in. 
Paul reminds us that God will destroy death 
forever, and if we are to share in this victory and 
live forever with the Lord, then we must take all 
steps necessary to give our hearts and lips to what 
is good. 

 

 
En las lecturas de hoy escuchamos a Jesús hablando 

en Galilea, así como a un sabio judío llamado Siraj 

que escribe en Jerusalén más de un siglo antes. Los 

dos tocan una sola verdad: las palabras que salen de 

nosotros dan a conocer los pensamientos ocultos 

dentro de nosotros. El discurso revela los secretos 

del corazón. 

Sirach enseña que hablar es "la prueba de los 

hombres" y su carácter (Sir 27: 7). El que sea recto 

pronunciará palabras que sean sinceras y 

alentadoras para los demás. Pero uno cuyo corazón 

está lleno de "basura" estará expuesto, ya que el 

"fruto" de su boca dice mucho sobre el "árbol" que 

lo produce (Sir 27: 6). Sirach también compara la 

prueba de nuestras palabras con la arcilla cocida en 

un horno: si se prepara adecuadamente, emerge un 

recipiente útil; pero si la arcilla no está 

completamente seca, se romperá en el calor extremo 

(Sirach 27: 5). 

De manera similar, Jesús insiste en que una persona 

habla "de la abundancia del corazón" (Lucas 6:45). 

Él también compara nuestro discurso, ya sea bueno 

o malo, con lo que crece en un árbol: "Porque 

ningún árbol bueno da frutos malos, ni tampoco un 

árbol malo da frutos buenos" (Lucas 6:43). 

Ambas lecturas nos instan a hacer del habla 

saludable un hábito. Después de todo, mucho de lo 

que somos se revela a través de lo que decimos. 

Pero hay un paso adicional: el Señor nos está 

pidiendo que miremos hacia adentro, que 

examinemos nuestros corazones y los llenemos con 

el "buen tesoro" que Dios desea. 

¿Por qué importan tanto la pureza de corazón y el 

habla? Porque, como Jesús declara en otra parte: 

"por tus palabras serás justificado, y por tus 

palabras serás condenado" (Mateo 12:37). Importan 

porque ayudan a decidir nuestro juicio final, y aquí 

es donde entra la Segunda Lectura. Pablo nos 

recuerda que Dios destruirá la muerte para siempre, 

y si queremos compartir esta victoria y vivir para 

siempre con el Señor, debemos Toma todos los 

pasos necesarios para dar nuestros corazones y 

labios a lo que es bueno. 

 

 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=b9ebfaabb1&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=885046db13&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=103502aa38&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=c6e43f9e9c&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=47b92e0daa&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=a5f801cb54&e=8784db04b9


Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 

Lent and is a day of universal fasting and 

abstinence. The following fasting and 

abstinence regulations are observed 

throughout Lent:                                                 
 

Abstinence from meat is observed on Ash Wednesday (March 1), Good Friday (April 14) and all the Fridays of 
Lent by all Catholics 14 years of age and older. 

The bishops of Georgia have granted a dispensation for abstinence on St. Patrick’s Day, which falls on 
Friday, March 17. 

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 
59 years of age. Those bound by this rule may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted as 
necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not 
permitted. 

Those who are sick, pregnant, or nursing, or whose health would adversely be affected by fasting or 
abstinence, should not consider themselves bound by these norms. 

During the season of Lent, all Catholics are called to embrace penances and to perform works of charity that 
reflect a deep desire for conversion of heart. Also they are called to pray fervently for those Catechumens and 
Candidates who will celebrate the Easter Sacraments with the Church this year. May this Lent lead all to a 
deeper union in Christ with one another. 

Casimir was born in Krakow, Poland. The third child of 
Casimir IV, the king of Poland and Lithuania, he was 
educated at court but secretly fostered habits of 
penance and devotion. 

Casimir was especially devoted to the Eucharist and the 
Blessed Virgin, in whose honor he is said to have 

composed the hymn Omne die dic Mariae(“Daily, daily sing to Mary”). 

Casimir is especially remembered for his purity and single-minded devotion to the poor. He is also 
honored as an advocate for peace for his refusal to take part in the politics and power-plays of his 
father who urged Casimir to seize the throne of Hungary and Bohemia. 

Saint Casimir died of tuberculosis in Vilnius, Lithuania, in 1484, at the age of 25. He was canonized in 
1602 and is honored as a patron saint of Poland and Lithuania.  St Casimir …..PRAY FOR US!! 

___________________________________________________________________ 

During Lent, Father Gaurav will be extending the 

opportunities to receive the Sacrament of Confession.  

Throughout Lent, Father G. will be available for 30 

minutes prior to Mass, which includes daily Mass as 

well.  How blessed we are that there be no encumbrance 

between us and the Divine Mercy of God.   

 

Additionally, our Penance Service at St. Francis of 

Assisi will be on Thursday, March 21
st
, at 7 PM.  Mark 

your calendars! 
 

 
 

https://www.songandpraise.org/daily-daily-sing-to-mary-hymn.htm


           Sts. Perpetua & Felicity – Martyrs,   March 7 
Sts. Perpetua and Felicity were 
Christian martyrs who lived during 
the early persecution of the Church 
in Africa by the Emperor Severus.  
With details concerning the lives of 
many early martyrs unclear and 
often based on legend, we are 
fortunate to have the actual records 
of the courage of Perpetua and 
Felicity  This account, known as 

"The Passion of St. Perpetua, St. Felicitas, and their Companions," was so popular in the early centuries that it was read 
during liturgies. 
 
In the year 203, Vivia Perpetua, a well-educated noblewoman, made the decision to follow the path of her mother and 
become a Christian, although she knew it could mean her death during the persecutions ordered by the Emperor 
Severus.  Her pagan father was frantic with worry and tried to talk her out of her decision. At 22-years-old, the well-
educated, high-spirited woman had every reason to want to live -- including a baby son whom she was still nursing.. 
Perpetua's answer was simple and clear. Pointing to a water jug, she asked her father, "See that pot lying there? Can you 
call it by any other name than what it is?" Her father answered, "Of course not." Perpetua responded, "Neither can I call 
myself by any other name than what I am -- a Christian." 
 
Perpetua was arrested with four other catechumens, including two slaves, Felicity and Revocatus, and Saturninus and 
Secundulus. Their instructor in the faith, Saturus, chose to share their punishment and was also imprisoned. 
Perpetua was baptized before taken to prison. She was known for her gift of "the Lord's speech" and receiving messages 
from God. She tells us that at the time of her baptism she was told to pray for nothing but endurance in the face of her 
trials.  The soldiers who arrested and guarded them pushed and shoved them without any concern. Perpetua had no 
trouble admitting she was very afraid, but during all this horror, her most excruciating pain came from being separated 
from her baby. 
 
 The young slave, Felicity was even worse off, for Felicity suffered the stifling heat, overcrowding, and rough handling 
while being eight months pregnant.  Two deacons who ministered to the prisoners paid the guards to place the martyrs 
in a better part of the prison. There, her mother and brother were able to visit Perpetua and bring her baby to her. 
When she received permission for her baby to stay with her she recalled, "my prison suddenly became a palace for me."  
The judge, out of pity, also tried to get Perpetua to change her mind, but when she stood fast, she was sentenced with 
the others to be thrown to the wild beasts in the arena. 
 
Meanwhile, Felicity was also in torment. It was against the law for pregnant women to be executed. To kill a child in the 
womb was shedding innocent and sacred blood. Two days before the execution, Felicity went into a painful labor. The 
guards made fun of her, insulting her by saying, "If you think you suffer now, how will stand it when you face the wild 
beasts?" Felicity answered them calmly, "Now I'm the one who is suffering, but in the arena, another will be in me 
suffering for me because I will be suffering for him."  She gave birth to a healthy girl who was adopted and raised by one 
of the Christian women of Carthage. 
 
The officers of the prison began to recognize the power of the Christians and the strength and leadership of Perpetua.  
They women went to the arena with joy and calm. Perpetua in usual high spirits met the eyes of everyone along the 
way. We are told she walked with "shining steps as the true wife of Christ, the darling of God." 
 
The women were stripped to face a rabid heifer. The two were thrown out and attacked, but the crowd cried out they 
had had enough. The women were removed and clothed again. Perpetua and Felicity were thrown back into the arena 
to face the gladiators.  Perpetua called out to her brother and other Christians, "Stand fast in the faith, and love one 
another. Do not let our sufferings be a stumbling block to you."  Perpetua and Felicity stood side by side and were killed 
by sword at Carthage in the Roman province of Africa. Sts. Perpetua and Felicity are the patron saints of mothers, 
expectant mothers, ranchers and butchers. Their feast day is celebrated on March 7. Sts Perpetua and Felicity…….PRAY 
FOR US!! 



RITE OF WELCOME 
As we enter into the Lenten season, it is once 
again the joy of the Body of Christ to prepare to 
welcome our brothers and sisters, both here, at 
St Francis, and around the world, who will 
journey to join us more fully at the Easter Vigil.   
That journey continues with the Rite of 

Welcome & the Anointing of the Catechumens listed below. 

“Assembling publicly for the first time, those who have completed the period of the pre-catechumenate 

declare their intention to the Church and the Church in turn, carrying out its apostolic mission, accepts 

them as persons who intend to become its members. God showers his grace on the candidates, since the 

celebration manifests their desire publicly and marks their reception and first consecration by the Church 

... The prerequisite for making this first step is that the beginnings of the spiritual life and the 

fundamentals of Christian teaching have taken root in the candidates” (RCIA 41-42)                                                                                                                                                  

“During the period of the catechumenate, a rite of anointing the catechumens, through use of the oil of 

catechumens, may be celebrated wherever this seems beneficial or desirable” (RCIA 98).   

The Church also provides for the unbaptized a rite of anointing of the catechumens, which is celebrated 

by a priest or deacon. This rite is for catechumens only, using the Oil of Catechumens, and “symbolizes 

their need for God’s help and strength so that, undeterred by the bonds of the past and overcoming the 

opposition of the devil, they will forthrightly take the step of professing their faith and will hold fast to it 

unfalteringly throughout their lives” (RCIA 99). 

 

Let us keep the following members of our community in our prayers throughout Lent as they 
grow in their faith and deepen their desire to know, love and serve the Lord. 

                                                 
                                                 Candidates                                          Candidate 
Catechumens         Full Communion          Confirmation 
Kelly Ashcraft   Paul Lucas Fred Stewart          Cheryl D’Agostino 
Tempie Elder    Kelsey Rhodes Amy Varnell-Miller 
Rebecca Hunsucker 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

St. Patrick'sDay Dinner 
 

Saturday, March 16th - 6 PM 
 

Dinner  *  Music  * Dancing * BYOB 
 

         Menu:                   Tickets:     
Corned Beef, Cabbage,    $25 Per Couple             
Boiled Potatoes, Carrots,    $13 Single Ticket 
Irish Soda Bread, Dessert, 
    Tea & Coffee    NO TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR!!!     


