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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 31, 2019 

Mass Intentions Mar. 30-Apr. 5 
Sat 4:30          + Mary Massey 
        by Tim Massey  
Sun 8:30         People of St. Francis of Assisi                              
Sun 11:00        Joe Wayne Trlica III 
       by Patricia Pierce 
========================================== 
Mon 9am         Communion Service                      
Tue   9am        +  Barbara Kopec 
       by Bob & Karen Kopec 
Wed 9am            Antoinette Drake 
       by Kathy Leonard        
Thu  9am        +  Bill & Judy Rogers 
       by Lea Alexander 
Fri    9am             

                                
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR  Mar. 31 – Apr. 6 
Sunday  

9:45 am      Catechism             Lower Marian Hall                                    
9:45am Passion Bible Study      Room 11 
12:15 pm    R.C.I.A.                 Conf. Room  
6:00 pm      Youth Group           Upper Marian Hall 
 

Monday  
7:00 pm Passion Bible Study Conf. Room 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Mom’s Group  Room 6 
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
1:00 pm Passion Bible Study Conf. Room 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 am Passion Bible Study Room 11 
6:30 pm PARISH MISSION Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am Divine Mercy  Room 6 
4:00 pm Choir   Church 
6:30 pm PARISH MISSION Church 
 

Friday 
10:00 am Passion Bible Study Room 6 
5:30 pm Stations of the Cross Church 

Readings for the Week  Mar. 31 – Apr. 6 
Sunday 

1 Sm 16:1,6-7,10-13        Eph 5:8-14        Jn 9:1-41 
Monday: 

Is 65:17-21  Jn 4:43-54  
Tuesday – St. Francis of Paola  

Ez 47:1-9,12  Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday 

Is 49:8-15  Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday –St. Isidore, Doctor & Bishop 

Ex 32:7-14  Jn 5:31-47 
Friday – St. Vincent Ferrer 

Wis 2:1,12-32  Jn 7:1-12,10,25-30 
Saturday  

Jer 11:18-20  Jn 7:40-53 

 

Prayer Requests 
  Betty Cannon   Nick & Janice Barlotta 
  Joann Barron      Barbara Lewis 
  Fr. G’s mom       Pam Terranova 
  Pam Terranova  Roseanne Ashley 
  Mary Ann Fitkin  Ken Voss 
  Emil Terranova  John Grenier 
  Bruce & Stephanie Miller Pat Smith 
  Jacqueline Poirier  Robert Hafer 
  Ray Fiore   Jack Gallagher 
  Margaret McCamy  
    Names will be removed after 30 days unless 
requested to remain. 

     

Prayer for Healing 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 
your command, drive away from them all forms of 
sickness and disease. Restore strength to their 
bodies and joy to their spirit, so that in renewed 
health, they may bless and serve you, now and 
forevermore. 

 

Offertory:  Mar 9 & 10: 
$5,995.00 First Collection 
$1,222.00 Second Collection – Holy Land 

6:15 pm Simple Supper  Marian Hall 
7:00 pm PARISH MISSION Church 

                                                                            



  

OUR LENTEN ALMSGIVING 
 

LITTLE WAY MESSENGERS 

A religious order & seminary in southern India forming zealous 

missionary priests under the patronage of St. Therese of Lisieux 

  

www.littlewaymessengers.org 

 

St. Francis parish family!!!  We have wonderful and exciting news as regards our Lenten 

almsgiving, and the Little Way Messengers!  We have a donor who has agreed to MATCH 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS made to Fr. Selvaraj’s mission, to raise up holy and zealous priests 

to help evangelize the world.  Your contributions will help to save souls, with God’s grace.  

And now, through God’s grace, the opportunity to aid this wonderful ministry TWICE is laid 

before you.  Every dollar that you contribute will be matched, thanks to the generosity of our 

anonymous donor.   

 

Contributions can be placed in the collection box in the Narthex, adjacent to the poster board 

providing details of the ministry. 

 

 

St Vincent Ferrer 
The polarization in the Church today is a mild breeze compared with the tornado that ripped 
the Church apart during the lifetime of this saint. If any saint is a patron of reconciliation, 
Vincent Ferrer is.  Despite parental opposition, he entered the Dominican Order in his native 
Spain at 19. After brilliant studies, he was ordained a priest by Cardinal Peter de Luna—who 
would figure tragically in his life.  Of a very ardent nature, Vincent practiced the austerities of 
his Order with great energy. He was chosen prior of the Dominican house in Valencia shortly 
after his ordination. 

The Western schism divided Christianity first between two, then three, popes. Clement VII 
lived at Avignon in France, Urban VI in Rome. Vincent was convinced the election of Urban 
was invalid, though Catherine of Siena was just as devoted a supporter of the Roman pope. In the service of Cardinal de 
Luna, Vincent worked to persuade Spaniards to follow Clement. When Clement died, Cardinal de Luna was elected at 
Avignon and became Benedict XIII.  

St. Vincent Ferrer is the patron saint of builders because of his fame for "building up" and strengthening the Church: 
through his preaching, missionary work, in his teachings, as confessor and adviser. He was commissioned to deliver 
lectures on philosophy. On being sent to Barcelona, he continued his scholastic duties and at the same time devoted 
himself to preaching.  After this he labored six years in Valencia, during which time he perfected himself in 
the Christian life. He refused all ecclesiastical dignities, even the cardinal's hat, and only craved to be appointed 
apostolical missionary. Now began those labors that made him the famous missionary of the fourteenth century. He 
evangelized nearly every province of Spain, and preached in France, Italy, Germany, Flanders, England, Scotland, and 
Ireland. Numerous conversions followed his preaching, which God Himself assisted by the gift of miracles. Though the 
Church was then divided by the great schism, the saint was honorably received in the districts subject to the two 
claimants to the Papacy. He was even invited to Mohammedan Granada, where he preached the gospel with much 
success. In an effort to end the schism, he had tried twice to persuade Benedict to relinquish his papal claim. In 1412 he 
was one of nine judges who elected Ferdinand I king of Aragon, and he persuaded Ferdinand to cease supporting 
Benedict, thus helping to end the schism. He lived to see the election of Pope Martin V in November 1417, whereby the 
Great Western Schism was officially ended. The last two years of his life were devoted to preaching in northern France. 

Finally, crowned with labors, he died April 5, 1419. His feast day is April 5.     St. Vincent Ferrer…………….PRAY FOR US!! 

http://www.littlewaymessengers.org/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-catherine-of-siena/
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3246
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ferdinand-I-king-of-Aragon
https://www.britannica.com/place/Aragon-region-Spain
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Martin-V
https://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/


St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 
Isidore was literally born into a family of saints in sixth century Spain. Two of his brothers, Leander 
and Fulgentius, and one of his sisters, Florentina, are revered as saints in Spain. It was also 
a family of leaders and strong minds with Leander and Fulgentius serving as bishops and Florentina 
as abbess.  This didn't make life easier for Isidore. To the contrary, Leander may have been holy in 
many ways, but his treatment of his little brother shocked many even at the time. Leander, who 
was much older than Isidore, took over Isidore's education and his pedagogical theory involved 
force and punishment. We know from Isidore's later accomplishments that he was intelligent and 
hard-working so it is hard to understand why Leander thought abuse would work instead of 
patience. One day, the young boy couldn't take any more. and ran away. Although he could escape 
his brother's hand and words, he couldn't escape his own feeling of failure and rejection. When he 
finally let the outside world catch his attention, he noticed water dripping on the rock near where 
he sat. The drops of water that fell repeatedly carried no force and seemed to have no effect on the solid stone. And yet he saw that 
over time, the water drops had worn holes in the rock. 
Isidore realized that if he kept working at his studies, his seemingly small efforts would eventually pay off in great learning. He also 
may have hoped that his efforts would also wear down the rock of his brother's heart.  When he returned home, however, his 
brother in exasperation confined him to a cell (probably in a monastery) to complete his studies, not believing that he wouldn't run 
away again. Either there must have been a loving side to this relationship or Isidore was remarkably forgiving even for a saint, 
because later he would work side by side with his brother and after Leander's death, Isidore would complete many of the projects 
he began including a missal and breviary. 
In a time where it's fashionable to blame the past for our present and future problems, Isidore was able to separate the abusive way 
he was taught from the joy of learning. He didn't run from learning after he left his brother but embraced education and made it his 
life's work. Isidore rose above his past to become known as the greatest teacher in Spain.  His love of learning made him promote 
the establishment of a seminary in every diocese of Spain. He didn't limit his own studies and didn't want others to as well. In a 
unique move, he made sure that all branches of knowledge including the arts and medicine were taught in the seminaries. 
His encyclopedia of knowledge, the Etymologies, was a popular textbook for nine centuries. He also wrote books on grammar, 
astronomy, geography, history, and biography as well as theology.  
As bishop of Seville for 37 years, succeeding Leander, he set a model for representative government in Europe. Under his direction, 
and perhaps remembering the tyrannies of his brother, he rejected autocratic decision- making and organized synods to discuss 
government of the Spanish Church.   
Still trying to wear away rock with water, he helped convert the barbarian Visigoths from Arianism to Christianity.  He lived until 
almost 80. As he was dying his house was filled with crowds of poor he was giving aid and alms to. One of his last acts was to give all 
his possessions to the poor. 
When he died in 636, this Doctor of the Church had done more than his brother had ever hoped; the light of his learning caught fire 
in Spanish minds and held back the Dark Ages of barbarism from Spain. But even greater than his outstanding mind must have been 
the genius of his heart that allowed him to see beyond rejection and discouragement to joy and possibility. 

Pancake Breakfast Knights of Columbus 

 

It’s that time again……time for a Knights parish breakfast. Join 
us on Sunday, April 7th, from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm in Marian 
Hall.  It really IS the best breakfast in town and remains the 
best bargain as well.  At $5 per person and $15 per family, 
where else can you get eggs, pancakes, sausage, bacon, grits, 
biscuits and gravy at that price?  Join us for great food and 
fellowship!! 

Funeral Announcement 

Lorene Glenn, longtime sacristan at St. Francis of Assisi parish, will be buried in St. Clare 

Garden after her Funeral Mass on Tuesday, April 9th. Mass is at 11:00 am. There is a vigil the 

evening of Monday, April 8th at Mountain View Funeral Home, from 5-7 PM with Prayer at 

6:00 pm.  Fr. Gaurav will be the main celebrant for the Funeral Mass, with Fr. Juan Areiza and 

Fr. Richard Wise concelebrants. Reception will follow in Marian Hall.  

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4568
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4568
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4170
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9931
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8028
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4170
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3874
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6682
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4276
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10747
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12110
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1055
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=51
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3932
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8001


 
Safe Haven Sunday:  

Equipping the Family, Safeguarding 
Children 

 
The family home is to be a safe haven. But the 
inappropriate use of technology in the home 
deprives it of this role, and is the greatest threat to 
the sanctity of marriages and families today. 
Pornography and other online threats are often one 
click away, and parents can feel overwhelmed with 
not knowing how to best protect their children in our 
fast-paced digital world. 
 
Next weekend, April 7th, the Archdiocese of Atlanta 
is taking a bold step to help families by celebrating 
Safe Haven Sunday. This awareness day will provide 
access to practical resources that any caring adult 
can use to protect themselves and our young people 
from online risks. 
 
Please join us with your prayers and presence as we 
prepare for this unique event.  To learn more, please 
sign-up for the seven day text-to-opt-in program by 
texting SECURE to 66866.  

 
MASS OF REPARATION 

Calm in the Storm 
 
The Archdiocese of Atlanta Office of Child and 
Youth Protection is organizing a Mass of 
Reparation for April 10th at which all three 
bishops, Archbishop Gregory, Bishop 
Schlesinger and Bishop Konzen, will be 
present.  The theme of the Mass is Calm in the 
Storm from Psalm 107:28-30 and will be held at 
the Cathedral of Christ the King from 7-9:00 pm 
with a reception to follow in Kenny Hall. 

VISIT THE KIOSK LATELY??? 
Are you aware of the TREASURES of our Catholic faith 

that are available to you???  Books and CD’s helping you 

to go deeper in our faith are available at the kiosk in the 

Narthex, between the restrooms.  Why not pick out a 

CD for Lent?  Kindly donate $4 each, or make checks 

payable to the parish. Please consider sharing your CD 

once you've listened to it!  We’ll feature samples here, 

and in upcoming bulletins. 

Renowned speaker, 

author, and 

musician Vinny 

Flynn makes the 

angel’s message at 

the Annunciation 

come alive with 

meaning and 

relevance by 

delving into 

Scripture, the 

Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, and the writings of St. John Paul II. 

Vinny helps listeners understand the deeper significance 

of the words of the Hail Mary prayer and the angel’s 

greeting, offering penetrating insights into the role of 

our Blessed Mother in God’s plan of salvation. 

 

MINISTRIES AT ST. FRANCIS 
BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday Bible Chat * Light Weigh * Bible Timeline 
SMALL FAITH GROUPS 

Catholic Book Club * Catholic Mom’s Group 
Fire of the Spirit Prayer Group * Spanish Prayer  

Bereavement Breakfast * Young Adults Catechism 
Sisters in Faith * Catholic Dinner Circles 

San Damiano Men’s Group * Vocation Prayer Team 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Divine Mercy Cenacle * R.C.I.A. – Faith Journey 
Discipleship Group * Secular Franciscan Order 

Marian Consecration – 33 Days to Morning Glory 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 

MINISTRY OF SERVICE 
* Knights of Columbus * Prison Ministry 

St. Vincent de Paul * Pro-Life Ministry * Women’s 
Guild 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY 
Altar servers * Sacristans * Lectors   

Eucharistic Ministers * Choir/Music Ministry 

 



Found Alive Again: Scott 

Hahn Reflects on the Fourth 

Sunday of Lent 
 

Readings: Joshua 5:9–12    Psalm 34:2–7  2 

Corinthians 5:17–21 Luke 15:1–3, 11–32 

  
In today’s First Reading, God forgives “the reproach” of 
the generations who grumbled against Him after the 
Exodus. On the threshold of the promised land, Israel 
can with a clean heart celebrate the Passover, the feast 
of God’s firstborn son (see Joshua 5:6–7; Exodus 

4:22; 12:12–13). 
 
Reconciliation is also at the heart of the story Jesus tells 
in today’s Gospel. The story of the Prodigal Son is the 
story of Israel and of the human race. But it is also the 
story of every believer. 
 
In Baptism, we’re given a divine birthright, made “a new 
creation,” as Paul puts it in today’s Epistle. But when we 
sin, we’re like the Prodigal Son, quitting our Father’s 
house, squandering our inheritance in trying to live 
without Him. 
 
Lost in sin, we cut ourselves off from the grace of 
sonship lavished upon us in Baptism. It is still possible 
for us to come to our senses, make our way back to the 
Father, as the prodigal does. 
 
But only He can remove the reproach and restore the 
divine sonship we have spurned. Only He can free us 
from the slavery to sin that causes us—like the Prodigal 
Son—to see God not as our Father but as our master, 
One we serve as slaves. 
 
God wants not slaves but children. Like the father in 
today’s Gospel, He longs to call each of us “My son,” to 
share His life with us, to tell us: “Everything I have is 
yours.” 
 
The Father’s words of longing and compassion still 
come to His prodigal children in the Sacrament of 
Penance. This is part of what Paul today calls “the 
ministry of reconciliation” entrusted by Jesus to the 
Apostles and the Church. 
 
Reconciled like Israel, we take our place at the table of 
the Eucharist, the homecoming banquet the Father calls 
for His lost sons, the new Passover we celebrate this 
side of heaven. We taste the goodness of the Lord, as 
we sing in today’s Psalm, rejoicing that we who were 
dead are found alive again. 

 

Lecturas: 
 

Josué 5: 9–12 

 

Salmo34: 2–7 

 

2 Corintios 5: 17-21 

 

Lucas 15: 1–3, 11–32 

  

 

 

En la primera lectura de hoy, Dios perdona "el reproche" de 

las generaciones que se quejaron contra Él después del Éxodo. 

En el umbral de la tierra prometida, Israel puede con un 

corazón limpio celebrar la Pascua, la fiesta del primogénito de 

Dios (véase Josué 5: 6–7; Éxodo 4:22; 12: 12–13). 

 

La reconciliación también está en el corazón de la historia que 

Jesús cuenta en el Evangelio de hoy. La historia del Hijo 

Pródigo es la historia de Israel y de la raza humana. Pero 

también es la historia de cada creyente. 

 

En el Bautismo, se nos da un derecho de nacimiento divino, se 

hace "una nueva creación", como lo pone Pablo en la Epístola 

de hoy. Pero cuando pecamos, somos como el Hijo Pródigo, 

abandonando la casa de nuestro Padre y desperdiciando 

nuestra herencia al tratar de vivir sin Él. 

 

Perdidos en el pecado, nos separamos de la gracia de la 

filiación que nos prodigamos en el bautismo. Todavía es 

posible que volvamos a nuestros sentidos, regresemos al 

Padre, como lo hace el pródigo. 

 

Pero solo Él puede quitar el reproche y restaurar la filiación 

divina que hemos rechazado. Solo Él puede liberarnos de la 

esclavitud al pecado que nos causa, como el Hijo Pródigo, a 

ver a Dios no como nuestro Padre, sino como nuestro maestro, 

a uno a quien servimos como esclavos. 

 

Dios no quiere esclavos sino niños. Al igual que el padre en el 

Evangelio de hoy, anhela llamarnos a cada uno "Hijo mío", a 

compartir su vida con nosotros, a decirnos: "Todo lo que tengo 

es tuyo". 

 

Las palabras de anhelo y compasión del Padre todavía llegan a 

Sus hijos pródigos en el Sacramento de la Penitencia. Esto es 

parte de lo que Pablo hoy llama "el ministerio de 

reconciliación" confiado por Jesús a los apóstoles y a la 

Iglesia. 

 

Reconciliados como Israel, tomamos nuestro lugar en la mesa 

de la Eucaristía, el banquete de bienvenida que el Padre llama 

a sus hijos perdidos, la nueva Pascua que celebramos en este 

lado del cielo. Saboreamos la bondad del Señor mientras 

cantamos en el Salmo de hoy, regocijándonos de que los que 

estuvimos muertos sean encontrados vivos nuevamente. 

 

Liturgical Note:  During the weeks of the Scrutinies, the 
reflections will still be on the standard readings for the 
week.  A great opportunity to delve even deeper this 
Lent, with two Gospel reflections.  

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=95e349fdb6&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=63c4b4184c&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=637840d729&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=d5305de3a3&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=d5305de3a3&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=7acee35d2b&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=07934150c2&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=ef95877586&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=27a5a20160&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=27a5a20160&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=5bcdb2f84a&e=8784db04b9


St. Francis…………of Paola - Saint of the Day for April 2 
 

Francis of Paola was a man who deeply loved contemplative 
solitude and wished only to be the “least in the household of 
God.” Yet, when the Church called him to active service in the 
world, he became a miracle-worker and influenced the course of 
nations. 

After accompanying his parents on a pilgrimage to Rome and 
Assisi, he began to live as a contemplative hermit in a remote 
cave near Paola, on Italy’s southern seacoast. Before he was 20, 
he received the first followers who had come to imitate his way of 
life. Seventeen years later, when his disciples had grown in 

number, Francis established a Rule for his austere community and sought Church approval. This was 
the founding of the Hermits of St. Francis of Assisi, who were approved by the Holy See in 1474. 

In 1492, Francis changed the name of his community to “Minims” because he wanted them to be 
known as the least (minimi) in the household of God. Humility was to be the hallmark of the brothers 
as it had been in Francis’s personal life. Besides the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, Francis 
enjoined upon his followers the fourth obligation of a perpetual Lenten fast. He felt that heroic 
mortification was necessary as a means for spiritual growth. 

It was Francis’s desire to be a contemplative hermit, yet he believed that God was calling him to the 
apostolic life. He began to use the gifts he had received, such as the gifts of miracles and prophecy, 
to minister to the people of God. A defender of the poor and oppressed, Francis incurred the wrath of 
King Ferdinand of Naples for the admonitions he directed toward the king and his sons. 

Following the request of Pope Sixtus IV, Francis traveled to Paris to help Louis XI of France prepare 
for his death. While ministering to the king, Francis was able to influence the course of national 
politics. He helped to restore peace between France and Brittany by advising a marriage between the 
ruling families, and between France and Spain by persuading Louis XI to return some disputed land 
Francis died while at the French court. 

OUR PARISH MISSION 
 
We welcome back Father Brian Baker, who will be leading us in our Parish Mission this upcoming week, 
beginning on Wednesday, April 3rd.   The Mission will run from April 3rd, thru Friday, April 5th.  Father Baker’s 
focus will be on the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration.  The schedule is as follows:                                
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3rd 
5:30 PM:    Refreshments (Marian Hall) 
6:30 PM: Mission talk (Church) 
THURSDAY, APRIL 4th 
5:30 PM:    Refreshments (Marian Hall) 
6:30 PM: Mission talk (Church) 
FRIDAY APRIL 5th 
5:30 PM: Stations of the Cross (Church) 
6:15 PM: Simple Supper (Marian Hall) 
7:00 PM: Mission talk (Church) 

 
 


