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EASTER SUNDAY 
April 21, 2019 

Mass Intentions April 20-26 
Sat 8:30 pm         RCIA Candidates 
    

Sun 8:30 am        People of SFA 
    

Sun 11:00 am  + Wayne Weibel 
                                by Lisa Hanson    
========================================== 
Mon 9am        + Will McGuire 
       by Parents   
Tue   9am        Lee Briggs 
        by Chester & Fay Briggs 

Wed  9am       + Vincent Lake 
       by Merry Balchunas 

Thu   9am       Leaders of America 
                               by Grizio Family       

Fri    9am       Communion Service 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR  APR. 21-27 
Sunday  

EASTER SUNDAY 
NO CLASSES 

 
Monday 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
1:00 pm Life & Dignity   Library 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 am Prayer Group  Room 11 
6:00 pm Young Adults  Room 7 
6:30 pm RCIA    Conf. Room 
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Conf. Room 
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle Room 6 
 

Friday 
- 

Saturday 
1:00 pm Wedding  Church 

 

Offertory Apr 7, 2019:   
 

First Collection -        $6,743.00 
Second Collection -   $2,434  (Debt Reduction) 

Readings for the Week  Apr.  21-27 
Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43   Col 3:1-4 Jn 20:1-9 
Monday: 

Acts 2:14,22-33  Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday 

Acts 2:36-41   Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday 

Acts 3:1-10   Lk 24:13-35 
Holy Thursday 

Acts 3:11-26  Lk 24:35-48 
Friday 

Acts 4:1-12   Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday 

Acts 4:13-21   Mk 16:9-15 

 

Prayer Requests 
  John Plankey   Nick & Janice Barlotta 
  Joann Barron      Barbara Lewis 
  Fr. G’s mom       Fr. Gary Burkhart 
  Pam Terranova  Roseanne Ashley 
  Mary Ann Fitkin  Ken Voss 
  Emil Terranova  John Grenier 
  Jean Hiler   Pat Smith 
  Judy Smith   Robert Hafer 
  Ray Fiore   Jack Gallagher 
  Margaret McCamy              Joan Tufford 
  JoJo O’Niell   Phil Nastyn 
   
  Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 
.      

Prayer for Healing 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness 

and disease. Restore strength to their bodies and joy to 
their spirit, so that in renewed health, they may bless 

and serve you, now and forevermore.            

 



Seeing and Believing: 

Scott Hahn Reflects on 

Easter Sunday 

 
Readings: 
 

Acts 10:34, 37–43 

Psalm 118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23 

Colossians 3:1–4 
John 20:1–9 
  
Jesus is nowhere visible. Yet today’s Gospel tells us that 
Peter and John “saw and believed.” 
What did they see? Burial shrouds lying on the floor of 
an empty tomb. Maybe that convinced them that He 
hadn’t been carted off by grave robbers, who usually 
stole the expensive burial linens and left the corpses 
behind. 
But notice the repetition of the word “tomb”—seven 
times in nine verses. They saw the empty tomb and 
they believed what He had promised: that God would 
raise Him on the third day. 
Chosen to be His “witnesses,” today’s First Reading tells 
us, the Apostles were “commissioned . . . to preach . . . 
and testify” to all that they had seen—from His 
anointing with the Holy Spirit at the Jordan to the 
empty tomb. 
More than their own experience, they were instructed 
in the mysteries of the divine economy, God’s saving 
plan—to know how “all the prophets bear witness” to 

Him (see Luke 24:27, 44). 
Now they could “understand the Scripture,” could teach 
us what He had told them—that He was “the Stone 
which the builders rejected,” that today’s Psalm 

prophesies His Resurrection and exaltation (see Luke 

20:17; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11). 
We are the children of the apostolic witnesses. That is 
why we still gather early in the morning on the first day 
of every week to celebrate this feast of the empty 
tomb, give thanks for “Christ our life,” as today’s Epistle 
calls Him. 
Baptized into His death and Resurrection, we live the 
heavenly life of the risen Christ, our lives “hidden with 
Christ in God.” We are now His witnesses, too. But we 
testify to things we cannot see but only believe; we 
seek in earthly things what is above. 
We live in memory of the Apostles’ witness, like them 
eating and drinking with the risen Lord at the altar. And 
we wait in hope for what the Apostles told us would 
come—the day when we too “will appear with Him in 
glory.” 

 

Lecturas: Hechos 10:34 – 43    Salmos 118:1 – 2, 16 – 
17, 22 – 23  Colosenses 3:1 – 4    Juan 20:1 – 9  

Jesús no es visible en ninguna parte. Sin embargo, el 
Evangelio de hoy nos dice que Pedro y Juan "vieron y 
creyeron." 
¿Qué vieron? Mortaja sepulcrales tumbados en el suelo 
de una tumba vacía. Tal vez eso les convenció de que no 
había sido transportar de los ladrones de tumbas, que 
por lo general robaron las costosas sábanas de entierro 
y dejaron los cadáveres detrás. 
Pero fíjate en la repetición de la palabra "tumba", siete 
veces en nueve versos. Vieron el sepulcro vacío y 
creyeron lo que él había prometido: que Dios lo 
levantaría al tercer día. 
Elegidos para ser sus "testigos", nos dice la primera 
lectura de hoy, los apóstoles fueron "comisionados... 
para predicar... y testifique "a todo lo que habían visto, 
desde su unción con el Espíritu Santo en el Jordán hasta 
el sepulcro vacío. 
Más que su propia experiencia, se les instruyó en los 
misterios de la economía divina, el plan de salvación de 
Dios, para saber cómo "todos los profetas testifican" de 
él (véase Lucas 24:27, 44). 
Ahora podían "entender la escritura", podrían 
enseñarnos lo que él les había dicho: que él era "la 
piedra que los constructores rechazaron", que el Salmo 
de hoy profetiza su resurrección y exaltación (véase 
Lucas 20:17; Mateo 21:42; Hechos 4:11). 
Somos los hijos de los testigos apostólicos. Es por eso 
que todavía nos reunimos temprano en la mañana el 
primer día de cada semana para celebrar esta fiesta del 
sepulcro vacío, dar gracias por "Cristo nuestra vida", 
como la epístola de hoy lo llama. 
Bautizados en su muerte y resurrección, vivimos la vida 
celestial de Cristo resucitado, nuestra vida "escondida 
con Cristo en Dios." Ahora somos sus testigos, también. 
Pero Testificamos de cosas que no podemos ver, sino 
que sólo creemos; Buscamos en las cosas terrenales lo 
que está arriba. 
Vivimos en memoria del testimonio de los apóstoles, 
como ellos comiendo y bebiendo con el Señor 
resucitado en el altar. Y esperamos con esperanza lo 
que los apóstoles nos dijeron que veníamos — el día en 
que nosotros también "aparecemos con él en gloria." 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=e570d70477&e=8784db04b9
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https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=8e11d65f28&e=8784db04b9
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The Challenges that we encounter in India. 
 
Dear friends and family of St. Francis of Assisi, 
  
When I think of the challenges as a Catholic priest and 
then as a Little Way messengers, I wonder where to 
start - First let me begin with the Federal government; 
The federal government of India is formed, mainly by 
the Hindu Radicals called Barathiya Janatha Party, which 
comprises of other Radical Hindu groups called Rashtria 
Seva Sangha, and Shiva Sena (Army of god Shiva). They 
want India to be only for Hindus and want to remove 
the word “SECULAR” from the Indian Constitution. 
Hence, there are many atrocities against minor religions 
and lower castes. They tried to target the Muslims first 
but still continue to do so then they started to attack 
the Christians. Also they torture and kill the lower 
castes.   
The radical Hindus or saffron called vigilantes attack the 
Christians, by burning them alive, or beheading,   they 
attacked the Christians blaming us for the forced 
conversions.  
Modi cancelled "Good Friday" Holiday  in Gujarat so if 
He wins He will cancel it all over India. He is against 
Christians. if Narendra Modi becomes Prime Minister 
this month, during the current elections, he will pass an 
"Anti-Conversion Bill". He has a thorough Agenda 
against Christian Believers. He has done it in the past in 
Goa. We need a government who will be for Christians, 
not against, a leader who Fears God and not Evil in his 
ways. Recently the Hindu radicals lynched a lower caste 

man blaming falsely that he was eating beef.  
Some 200 Hindu radicals beat nuns, devastate Catholic 
school in Tamil Nadu." please go the link and read it.  
By: Nirmala Carvalho, Published in: Asia News, Date: 

April 2, 2019, Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-

en/Some-200-Hindu-radicals-beat-nuns,-devastate-

Catholic-school-in-Tamil-Nadu-46667.html 
Carmel School, Madhupur, Jharkhand, was brought 
down recently. The Lord has done A Great Miracle. This 
happened on Thursday, which was a 
 holiday for the School otherwise 600 students, teachers 
and others would have lost precious lives.  
Also last week in the diocese of Kurnool, where the 
mother house is built, a church was vandalized the 
pastor was beaten up very bad and the congregation 
was thrashed. So we, the Christians are being sought 
out and tortured. Therefore the Catholic bishops and 
Archbishops have proposed to pray the Jericho prayer 
so that the current government would not come into 
power next month.  
Beside the above mentioned incidents, The federal 
Government does not allow money from abroad to be 
brought into India. They want to control any inflow of 
money in the name of Terrorism. Also they try to 

control the Catholic Church, under the banner of forced 
conversion. If they get any opportunity, they blame the 
church and instigate riots to kill the Christians and 
destroy the churches, and Catholic Schools. But, I 
believe in the words of St. Paul, “If Christ is for us, who 
can stand against us?” Let me do my work and allow the 
Lord to protect us.   
The other problem is that of workers. They say one 
thing and do the other according to their own whims 
and fancies. The don’t show up to work if they have 
little money till they drink and waste it they don’t come 
to work. See in the picture last one month I have been 
waiting to fix the mirrors in the reception hall but not 
able to do so due to the workers problem. See the 
attachment below.     
  

  
  

 
This is the dormitory of the seminarians, which has 
been under construction for the last seven (7) months.  
And my practical problem is that the heat is so high it is 
impossible to sleep at night. Last month, I had to go to 
my neighboring parish, and I was given an upper room, 
which was so hot, I could not sleep the whole room was 
like a hot furnace. These months of April, May and mid-
June are summer months. The temperatures rise so 
high, people die due to heat stroke. Also we suffer lack 
of water. During summer most of the borewells dry up 
and no water. People have to buy the water.  
Dear family of St. Francis of Assisi, kindly pray for me 
and for the success of the Little Way Messengers. I can 
not wait to visit you, as I come in the last week of May 
2019. I will certainly will visit you and share with you 
what is happening in my life in India.      - Fr. Selvaraj  

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Some-200-Hindu-radicals-beat-nuns%2c-devastate-Catholic-school-in-Tamil-Nadu-46667.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Some-200-Hindu-radicals-beat-nuns%2c-devastate-Catholic-school-in-Tamil-Nadu-46667.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Some-200-Hindu-radicals-beat-nuns%2c-devastate-Catholic-school-in-Tamil-Nadu-46667.html


 THE OCTAVE  
Easter Sunday is not the end of our Easter celebration. 

After forty days of preparation with Lent, and the Easter Triduum, from Holy 
Thursday to Easter Sunday, it is easy to miss looking ahead on the Church’s 
liturgical calendar.  This is, after all, the climax of the Christian year with the 
celebration of the Passion, death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The 
Catechism calls Easter the “Feast of feasts” and the “Solemnity of 
solemnities.”  Yet, Easter Sunday is actually just the first day of the Easter 
Octave, the eight-day festal period, in which we continue to celebrate the 
momentous conclusion to the Paschal mystery and the economy of salvation 
played out in liturgical time.  The eight days of the Easter Octave are a special 

time to celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection and more deeply contemplate its mysteries.  The Church punctuates the 
special importance of this feast by assigning it the highest liturgical ranking, that is, as a Privileged Octave of the First 
Order.  This means each of the eight days is counted as a solemnity, the highest-ranking feast day, in which no other 
feast can be celebrated.  It begins the fifty days of the Easter celebration to the feast of Pentecost, but these first eight 
days of the Easter Octave culminates with the second Sunday of Easter:  Divine Mercy Sunday. 

It is entirely fitting that Divine Mercy Sunday is the culmination of the Easter Octave, for as St. Pope John Paul II stated 
in his Divine Mercy Sunday homily in 2001, “Divine Mercy! This is the Easter gift that the Church receives from the 
risen Christ and offers to humanity..”  Divine mercy is the grace and merit won by Christ on our behalf in His Passion 
and Resurrection.  The grace of Easter naturally flows into Mercy Sunday.  Even before the official designation, the 
Church has historically designated these eight days of Easter to celebrate the Paschal mysteries of divine mercy.  The 
early Church celebrated the Sunday after Easter as the feast day, Dominica in Albis depositis, “the Sunday dressed in 
white linen.”  St. Augustine is attributed to have called it “the compendium of the days of mercy.”  Indeed, in his 
Regina Caeli address on Divine Mercy Sunday on April 26, 1995, Pope John Paul II said “The whole Octave of Easter is 
like a single day,” and that Octave is “thanksgiving for the goodness God has shown man in the whole Easter 
mystery.”  In these eight feast days, we offer thanksgiving for the divine mercy and salvation wrought for us on Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. 

 

Quotes on Easter 

"The Cross had asked the questions;  the Resurrection had answered them...The Cross had asked: "Why does God permit 

evil and sin to nail Justice to a tree?" The Resurrection answered: "That sin, having done its worst, might exhaust itself, 

and this be overcome by Love that is stronger than either sin or death." (Archbishop Fulton Sheen) 

 

"Faith in the Resurrection of Jesus says that there is a future for every human being; the cry for unending life which is a 
part of the person is indeed answered……God exists: that is the real message of Easter. Anyone who even begins to 
grasp what this means also knows what it means to be redeemed." (Pope Benedict XVI) 
 
As they were looking on, so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs. We see his blood as he dies. We see the price 
offered by the redeemer, touch the scars of his resurrection. He bows his head, as if to kiss you. His heart is made bare 
open, as it were, in love to you. His arms are extended that he may embrace you. His whole body is displayed for your 
redemption. Ponder how great these things are. Let all this be rightly weighed in your mind: as he was once fixed to the 
cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now be fixed in every part of your soul. – St. Augustine 
 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/607766
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/607766


OF  EASTER                  

Jesus, I Trust in You 
The modern Divine Mercy devotions began with the Polish mystic, St. 
Faustina Kowalska, who dutifully recorded in her well-known diary, 
everything that Christ commissioned to her regarding His Divine 
Mercy.  These devotions included the spiritual practices of venerating the 
image of Divine Mercy, with its simple prayer “Jesus, I trust in You!,” 
praying the Chaplet and Novena of Divine Mercy, and establishing Divine 
Mercy Sunday.  St. Pope John Paul II said he had felt spiritually “very 
near” Saint Faustina, and he had “been thinking about her for a long 
time,” when he began his second encyclical, Dives in Misericordia, “Rich in 
Mercy,” in which he calls mercy “love’s second name.”  It is not surprising 
then that he later, on April 30 2000, at the canonization ceremony of St. 
Faustina, designated the Easter Octave, Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
It is fitting that Divine Mercy is a continuation of Easter because of its inherently Paschal and Eucharistic imagery.  In the 
Divine Mercy image, Jesus is pictured with two rays of light coming from His heart, one red and one white.  These depict 
the blood and water, which flowed forth from His heart after He was pierced by a lance on the Cross.  The red ray of 
light reminds us of the blood of the Cross, and the blood of the Eucharist; whereas, the white ray of light reminds us of 
the waters that flowed from His pierced-side, and the waters of Baptism, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The image 
embodies the Paschal and Eucharistic mysteries.  

In the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Novena there are similar Paschal and Eucharistic overtones.  In the Divine Mercy 
prayers we offer up to the Father, the “Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity” of Our Lord Jesus Christ, “in atonement for 
our sins and for those of the whole world.”  This hearkens us back to Holy Thursday, when Jesus instituted the first 
Mass, offering up His Body and Blood in the Eucharist; and then, on Good Friday, He suffered Bodily and Spiritually in His 
Passion and Crucifixion.  The Divine Mercy prayers walk us through this same prayer language in Paschal and Eucharistic 
imagery.  This is why we pray “For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy upon us and the whole world,” for 
through His suffering, we have gained mercy.  The Divine Mercy prayers encapsulate the Paschal mystery and the 
Eucharistic offering. 

Therefore, we continue to celebrate the Paschal and Eucharistic mysteries in these eight days of Easter, culminating 
with the Easter Octave of Divine Mercy Sunday.  Christ has promised us great mercies if we observe the Feast of Divine 
Mercy.  As Jesus told St. Faustina, “I want to grant a complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession and receive 
Holy Communion on the feast of My mercy.”  This is a particularly great indulgence promised by Jesus for the complete 
remission of our sins and punishment.  So, as we celebrate Easter, let us recall the spark that came from Poland with Sts. 
Faustina and Pope John Paul II, and put mercy into action by dedicating ourselves to the devotions associated with its 
message: the image of Divine Mercy, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, the Novena of Divine Mercy, and the Sunday of 
Divine Mercy.  Easter Sunday is not the end of the Church’s celebration.  It is the beginning of the full Octave of 
Easter.  Let us celebrate all eight days of this feast, all the way to Divine Mercy Sunday.  

 
I am love and mercy itself. ... Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. ... My mercy is 
greater than your sins, and those of the entire world. ... I let My Sacred Heart be pierced with a lance, thus opening 
wide the source of mercy for you. Come then with trust to draw graces from this fountain. ... The graces of My mercy 
are drawn by the means of one vessel only, and that is trust. The more a soul trusts, the more it will receive.    –Jesus 
to St. Faustina, (Divine Mercy in My Soul, Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska)  



The Divine Mercy Novena 
Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine Mercy be preceded 
by a Novena to the Divine Mercy which would begin on Good 
Friday.  He gave St. Faustina an intention to pray for on each 
day of the Novena, saving for the last day the most difficult 
intention of all, the lukewarm and indifferent of whom He 
said: 
 
"These souls cause Me more suffering than any others; it was 
from such souls that My soul felt the most revulsion in the 
Garden of Olives. It was on their account that I said: 'My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass Me by.' The last hope 
of salvation for them is to flee to My Mercy."  
 
In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus told her:  "On each 
day of the novena you will bring to My heart a different 
group of souls and you will immerse them in this ocean of My  
Mercy ... On each day you will beg My Father, on the strength 
of My passion, for the graces for these souls."  
 
The different souls prayed for on each day of the novena are:  
DAY 1 (Good Friday)  - All mankind, especially sinners  
DAY  2 (Holy Saturday) - The souls of priests and religious  
DAY 3 (Easter Sunday)  - All devout and faithful souls  
DAY 4 (Easter Monday) - Those who do not believe in Jesus 
and those who do not yet know Him  
DAY  5 (Easter Tuesday) - The souls of separated brethren  
DAY  6 (Easter Wednesday) - The meek and humble souls and 
the souls of children  
DAY  7 (Easter Thursday) - The souls who especially venerate 
and glorify Jesus' mercy  
DAY  8 (Easter Friday) - The souls who are detained in 
purgatory;  
DAY  9 (Easter Saturday) - The souls who have become 
lukewarm 

 ONE MILLION ROSARIES  
  FOR UNBORN BABIES 

May 3rd, 4th and 5th •  2019 

The 2019  ONE MILLION 
ROSARIES FOR UNBORN 
BABIES is scheduled to happen on 

May 3-5, 2019.  Persons participating in this 
multinational pro-life prayer event will pray at least 

one Rosary for an end to the surgical and non-
surgical killing of unborn children. 

In addition to praying the Rosary, you are encouraged 

to let other people know about the ONE MILLION 
ROSARIES FOR UNBORN BABIES. 

It is a poverty to decide that a child must die so that you 
can live as you wish – St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Little Way Messengers 
A final reminder that we will 
be ending our current 
program in support of the  
Little Way Messengers, 
Father Selvaraj’s mission in India to help 
develop dedicated and devout priestly 
vocations in service to the Lord.  Please read Fr. 
Selvaraj’s final message to the parish on life in 
India, and on his future plans.  With a grateful 
heart, he thanks each and every one who has 
sacrificed to help assist him in his ministry.  
Please place any final donations in the 
collection box located in the Narthex. 

MINISTRIES AT ST. FRANCIS 
 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Sunday Bible Chat * Light Weigh * Bible Timeline  

SMALL FAITH GROUPS 
Catholic Book Club * Catholic Mom’s Group 

Fire of the Spirit Prayer Group * Spanish Prayer Group 
Bereavement Breakfast * Young Adults Catechism 

Sisters in Faith * Catholic Dinner Circles 
San Damiano Men’s Group * Vocation Prayer Team 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
Divine Mercy Cenacle * R.C.I.A. – Faith Journey 
Discipleship Group * Secular Franciscan Order 

Marian Consecration – 33 Days to Morning Glory 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 

MINISTRY OF SERVICE 
Women’s Guild * Knights of Columbus * 

St. Vincent de Paul * Pro-Life Ministry * Prison Ministry 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY 

Altar servers * Sacristans * Lectors   
Eucharistic Ministers * Choir/Music Ministry 

 
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: Anyone 
interested in advertising in our parish 
bulletin for the upcoming year, 
(7/1/19-6/30/20), is asked to contact 
the office for rate information.  We 
will be going to a full color format!!!  

Bigger……Bolder……Better! 

https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#1
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#2
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#3
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#4
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#5
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#6
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#7
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#8
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm#9


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: Anyone 
interested in advertising in our 
parish bulletin for the upcoming 
year, (7/1/19-6/30/20), is asked 
to contact the office for rate 
information.  We will be going to 
a full color format!!!  

Bigger……Bolder……Better! 

    

Little Way Messengers 
A gentle reminder that we 
are entering the end of our 
Lenten season, which inludes 
the end of our almsgiving and  
matching program for Little Way 
Messengers.  ALL Donations are being 
matched…..100% !!! Please be generous!! 


