
 Welcome to our                                                    May 12, 2019                                   

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 
       Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…….            

Archdiocese of Atlanta 
Father Gaurav Shroff, Parish Administrator 

Email:  gshroff@archatl.com 
 
Deacon Larry Casey  Deacon Paul Dietz 
Deacon J.P. McGuire    Deacon John Barone 
 
 
Office Manager 
Jim Gioia 
Finance Assistant 
Joan Furst 
Dir. of Religious Education 
Joe Kwiatkowski  

 
Mass Times:      Sat:  4:30 pm        
                                Sun:  8:30 am, 11:00 am & 
                                         1:00 pm (Spanish)  
Weekday Mass:     Mon – Thurs:  9:00 am 
Communion Svc:   Fri:   9:00 am 
_____________________________________________ 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:  3:30 pm – 4:15 pm (or by appt.) 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Mon. – Fri:  9:45 am – 12:00 noon             

_________________________________________                

Church Office                                  Phone:(706) 745-6400 

Adult Faith Formation  
Colleen Orchanian 
Music Director   
Marianne Engelmann 
 
 

3717 Hwy 515 
Blairsville, GA. 30512 
 
Office Hours: Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 
E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com  
Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:gshroff@archatl.com
mailto:office@stfrancisblairsville.com
http://www.stfrancisblairsville.com/


Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 12, 2019 

Mass Intentions May 11th -17th  
Sat 4:30 pm         + George & Doris Jensen 
   by Andrea Jensen  

Sun 8:30 am        + Tony & Frances Ramos 
                 by Nita Stone 

Sun 11:00 am      + Isidore O’Hare 
                                         by Pat Pierce    
========================================== 
Mon 9am        Communion Service 
    
Tue   9am       Communion Service 
 

Wed  9am       Communion Service 
   

Thu   9am        Dian Warren Feltz 
                               by Bill & Dorothy Calise      

Fri    9am       Communion Service 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR  May 12th  – 18th 
Sunday  

9:45 am Catechism  Parish Center 
9:45 am Bible Chat  Room 11 
12:15 pm R.C.I.A.   Conf. Room 
6:00 pm Youth Group  Marian Hall 
 

Monday 
No Events 
 Tuesday 

10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 am Prayer Group  Room 11 
6:00 pm Young Adults  Room 7 
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Conf. Room 
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle Room 6 
6:00 pm Mens Retreat  Marian Hall 
 

Friday 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Saturday 
12 noon Blood Drive (till 5 pm) Marian Hall 

 

Offertory May 4th & 5th:   
First Collection -        $5,956.00 
Second Collection -   $1,779.00 – Debt Reduction 

Readings: The Week  May 12th – 18th 
Sunday 

Acts 13:14,43-52       Rev 7:9,14-17     Jn10:27-30 
Monday – Our Lady of Fatima 

Acts 11:1-18   Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday – St. Matthias 

Acts 1:15-17,20-26  Jn 15:9-17 
Wednesday – St. Idisore 

Acts 12:24-13:5  Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday 

Acts 13:13-25  Jn13:16-20 
Friday 

Acts 13:26-33   Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday – St. John l 

Acts 13:44-52   Jn 14:7-14 

 
Prayer Requests 

  John Plankey   Nick & Janice Barlotta 
  Joann Barron      David Drake 
  Fr. G’s mom       Fr. Gary Burkhart 
  Pam Terranova  Roseanne Ashley 
  Marge Breslin  Ken Voss 
  Emil Terranova  Bill Eckstein 
  Jean Hiler   Pat Smith 
  Judy Smith   Robert Hafer 
  Ray Fiore   Jack Gallagher 
  Margaret McCamy              Joan Tufford 
  JoJo O’Niell   Carol Eckstein 
  Rita DeMarco   Bev Schutt 
   
  
  Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 
.    

Prayer for Healing 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness 

and disease. Restore strength to their bodies and joy to 
their spirit, so that in renewed health, they may bless 

and serve you, now and forevermore.          

 

 



St. Isidore the Farmer, May 15 

St. Isidore was born about the year 
1100 in Madrid, Spain, then only a 
small town. His parents were poor 
and could not provide educational 
advantages to their son. At an early 
age, he was hired out for farm 
work. Isidore came to have a deep 
love for the soil; he found favor 
with God through his devotion to 
the land, even if that land belonged 
to others. 

 
St. isidore died at the age of 60. It is said his rugged 
constitution allowed him to still plow the soil until shortly 
before his death. His devoted wife Maria was by his side at 
the end, consoling him with her presence and prayers. 
It took five centuries, but in 1622 Isidore was solemnly 
canonized by Pope Paul V. It is truly amazing that this simple 
man was formally recognized as a saint on the same day with 
four distinguished persons of the Church: St. Ignatius, St. 
Francis Xavier, St. Teresa of Avila and St. Philip Neri. They 
were well known during their lifetimes; Isidore was little 
known, but great in his littleness. He came to be respected 
after his death for his humble submission as a farm worker, 
fully devoted to God’s will.  Three qualities in the life of St. 
Isidore can be singled out as of particular value for farmers 
and working hands. 
 
1. Trust in God in good times and bad. 
Like all farmers, Isidore knew what it was to have his hopes 
and fears rest on the hazards of rain and drought and storms. 
Yet in good seasons and in bad, for lean or plentiful crops, he 
thanked God and trusted Him. Isidore fully realized that 
material things are transient in their very nature; whether 
someone is poor or rich in the end is unimportant. The 
important thing is to have within their soul at all times the 
infinite wealth of God’s grace. 
2. Enthusiasm and vigor in doing a good job. 
Biographers of St. Isidore are agreed that he loved to work on 
the soil; he was always conscientious in discharging his 
agricultural duties at the proper season. This was made 
evident by the fact that his employer successively increased 
the amount of land under his care; Isidore was commended 
for his hard work and for the crops he was able to produce. 
3. A spirit of prayer and devotion to religious practice. 
Even as he diligently carried out his duties on the farm, 
Isidore saw to it that his prayer life was not neglected. He felt 
it would be a great insult to God to use the very gifts of 
creation – the soil and the seed and the ability to work – as 
an excuse for neglecting one’s duty to worship the Creator. 
According to biographers, St. Isidore attended Mass every 
morning and made regular pilgrimages to nearby churches. 
He and his wife were faithful members of parish 
organizations, giving much time and effort to their cause. 
With good reason, Isidore is regarded as the patron saint of 
farmers the world over. Needless to say, farmers and workers 
in the United States acknowledge him as their patron saint, 
and he is the particular patron of Catholic Rural Life. 
 

 

MEN’S RETREAT 

 

Thursday, May 16th 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Don’t worry men…..you won’t go hungry!  Your 
opportunity to be fed spiritually……and physically 
comes on Thursday, May 16th.    If you haven’t 
responded to the Flocknote, and want to attend, 
respond with your meal preference to Colleen at 
adultformation@stfrancisblairsville.com.  Your 
choices for dinner are between pork, and salmon.  
Choose wisely……by choosing to sign up and come! 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Saturday, May 18th 
presents us with 
another opportunity to 
save lives.  The Red 
Cross will be at St. 
Francis of Assisi seeking 

blood donors to help with the much needed 
donation of blood to our community.  Sign up 
online at www.redcross.org.  Your one pint 
donation can help give life to three in need.  
Please consider giving the gift of life to someone in 
desperate need.  The life in need may one day be 
your own.      WWW.REDCROSS.ORG 

the Quest 
Many have been hard at 
work to help make the 
Quest  a reality. With the approval of Archbishop 
Gregory, we’ve assembled an incredible team of 
volunteers, purchased a station, and secured top-notch 
programming.  There is much more work to be done. . 
You can help!!  Listen to our live stream, join  
theQuest as a member, and please…donate! This is the 

place for those yearning for more when it comes to our 

Catholic faith?  Tune to the Quest 1160 AM. Atlanta 

Catholic Radio. 
LIVESTREAM AUDIO……www.theQuestAtlanta.com. 

mailto:adultformation@stfrancisblairsville.com
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.redcross.org/


Shepherd and the Lamb: Scott 

Hahn Reflects on the 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Readings: 
Acts 13:14, 43–52 
Psalm 100:1–3, 5 
Revelation 7:9, 14–17 
John 10:27–30 
 
 Israel’s mission—to be God’s instrument of salvation to 
the ends of the earth (see Isaiah 49:6)—is fulfilled in 
the Church.  By the “Word of God” that Paul and 
Barnabas preach in today’s First Reading, a new 
covenant people is being born, a people who glorify the 
God of Israel as the Father of them all. 
 
The Church for all generations remains faithful to the 
grace of God given to the Apostles and continues their 
saving work. Through the Church the peoples of every 
land hear the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him 
(see Luke 10:16).  The Good Shepherd of today’s 
Gospel is the enthroned Lamb of today’s Second 
Reading. In laying down His life for His flock, the Lamb 
brought to fulfillment a new Passover (see 1 Cor. 5:7), 
by His blood freeing “every nation, race, people and 
tongue” from bondage to sin and death. 
 
The Church is the “great multitude” John sees in his 
vision today. God swore to Abraham his descendants 
would be too numerous to count. And in the Church, as 
John sees, this promise is fulfilled (compare Revelation 

7:9; Genesis 15:5). 
 
The Lamb rules from the throne of God, sheltering His 
flock, feeding their hunger with His own Body and 
Blood, leading them to “springs of life-giving waters” 
that well up to eternal life (see John 4:14). 
 
The Lamb is the eternal Shepherd-King, the son of David 
foretold by the prophets. His Church is the kingdom of 
all Israel that the prophets said would be restored in an 
everlasting covenant (see Ezekiel 34:23–31; 37:23–

28). 
 
It is not a kingdom any tribe or nation can jealously 
claim as theirs alone. The Shepherd’s Word to Israel is 
addressed now to all lands, calling all to worship and 
bless His name in the heavenly temple.   
This is the delight of the Gentiles—that we can sing the 
song that once only Israel could sing, today’s joyful 
Psalm: “He made us, His we are—His people, the flock 
He tends.” 
 

 

Lecturas: 
Hechos 13:14, 43–52 

Salmo 100: 1–3, 5 

Apocalipsis 7: 9, 14–17. 

Juan 10: 27–30 
 

La misión de Israel, ser el 

instrumento de salvación de 

Dios hasta los confines de la 

tierra (véase Isaías 49: 6), se 

cumple en la Iglesia. 

 

Por la "Palabra de Dios" que Pablo y Bernabé predican 

en la primera lectura de hoy, está naciendo un nuevo 

pacto, un pueblo que glorifica al Dios de Israel como el 

Padre de todos. 

 

La Iglesia para todas las generaciones permanece fiel a 

la gracia de Dios dada a los Apóstoles y continúa su 

trabajo de salvación. A través de la Iglesia, los pueblos 

de cada tierra escuchan la voz del Pastor y lo siguen (ver 

Lucas 10:16). 

 

El Buen Pastor del Evangelio de hoy es el Cordero 

entronizado de la Segunda Lectura de hoy. Al entregar 

Su vida por Su rebaño, el Cordero llevó a cabo una 

nueva Pascua (ver 1 Corintios 5: 7), mediante Su sangre 

liberando a "todas las naciones, razas, personas y 

lenguas" de la esclavitud al pecado y la muerte. 

 

La Iglesia es la "gran multitud" que Juan ve en su visión 

de hoy. Dios juró a Abraham que sus descendientes 

serían demasiado numerosos para contarlos. Y en la 

Iglesia, como ve Juan, esta promesa se cumple 

(comparar Apocalipsis 7: 9; Génesis 15: 5). 

 

El Cordero gobierna desde el trono de Dios, abrigando a 

Su rebaño, alimentando su hambre con Su propio 

Cuerpo y Sangre, llevándolos a "manantiales de aguas 

que dan vida" que llegan hasta la vida eterna (ver Juan 

4:14). 

 

El Cordero es el eterno Rey-Pastor, el hijo de David 

anunciado por los profetas. Su Iglesia es el reino de todo 

Israel que los profetas dijeron que se restauraría en un 

pacto eterno (véase Ezequiel 34: 23–31; 37: 23–28). 

 

No es un reino que cualquier tribu o nación pueda 

reclamar celosamente como solo de ellos. La Palabra del 

Pastor a Israel se dirige ahora a todas las tierras, 

llamando a todos a adorar y bendecir Su nombre en el 

templo celestial. 

 

Este es el deleite de los gentiles: que podamos cantar la 

canción que una vez solo Israel pudo cantar, el alegre 

Salmo de hoy: "Él nos hizo a nosotros, a los suyos 

somos: a su pueblo, al rebaño que él cuida". 
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MAY – THE MONTH OF MARY 
 
Many things can be said about Catholics, but it can never be said that we don't honor our Mother! In addition to 
the myriad feast days honoring Our Lady in her many titles and virtues, the entire month of May is especially 
given to her praise. 
 
May, when the earth blooms in springtime beauty, is an ideal time for our thoughts and sentiments to be 
directed towards this supremely lovely Queen of Heaven and Earth, who busily labors from her heavenly 
throne to conquer hearts, minds, and souls for the greater glory of her Son. 
 
In the words of Pope Paul VI, May is "a month which the piety of the faithful has long dedicated to Mary, the 
Mother of God."  So, how can you honor the Blessed Virgin Mary in a special way this month, and allow her to 

conquer your own heart? Here are nine ideas. 
 

 

1. FLOWER YOUR MARY STATUE    

May crownings are one of the most popular ways to celebrate the month of Mary. Make a 
Crown of Flowers for your Mary Statue and/or adorn your indoor and outdoor Mary statues 
with fresh blooming flowers this month. Add a candle too for an extra touch. If you don't have 
a Mary statue, now would be a good time to get one. Even if it's just a small statue for your 
desk or nightstand, no Catholic should be without it! 
 
2. PRAY A NOVENA TO OUR LADY 

Sometime during the month of May, pray a novena to the Blessed Mother for a 
particular intention that you want to entrust to her Immaculate Heart, for yourself or 
for someone else. If you don't already have a favorite novena to Our Lady, try one of 
the Novenas to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
 

 
3. SPREAD DEVOTION TO THE ROSARY 

Outside of the Mass, there is no prayer more pleasing to Our Lady and more efficacious for her intercession 
than the Holy Rosary. If you don't already have the spiritual discipline, make an effort to pray the rosary daily. 
If you already do this, consider encouraging others to do the same throughout this month. Get inspired by 
reading Our Lady’s 15 Promises to Those Who Pray Her Rosary and hand out rosaries with rosary instructions 
to others as the opportunity arises. There are many graces to be gained for those who preach the power of the 
holy rosary! 
 
4. LEARN ABOUT A NEW MARIAN DEVOTION 

Our Lady is the Mother of the Universal Church. There are many ways she has affected Christians in various 
times and places during these nearly 2,000 years since she walked the earth. It is fascinating to read the 
stories behind each one, and many are associated with miracles, apparitions, saints, and holy images. Will one 
of them touch you in a special way? 

This month consider researching and adopting a special devotion to Mary under one of her many titles  For 
example, Our Lady of Fatima (whose feast is May 13th), Our Lady of Sorrows, Our Lady Undoer of Knots, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, or Our Lady of Perpetual Help. This could become an annual tradition for you and 
your family to learn about a new Marian devotion each May. There are more of them than years in your life! 
 
5. SHARE THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 

When Our Lady appeared to St. Catherine Laboure and gave her the vision of the Miraculous Medal in 1830, 
she promised great graces to those who would wear the medal. It was called "Miraculous" by the faithful for 
good reason, as it became the means of conversion for even the most hardened of atheists to the truth of the 
Catholic faith. Consider buying a 25 pack of Miraculous Medals and have them blessed with the Blessing and 
Investiture of the Miraculous Medal, and distribute them as the Holy Spirit leads. Mary changes lives through 
the power of her sacramentals! 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/mary-mother-of-god-c1214/?aid=5849&new=yes&engine=GFblog
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May 13
th

 – Our Lady of Fatima 
6. MEMORIZE A MARIAN PRAYER OR HYMN 

You may already know the Memorare and the Hail Holy Queen by heart, and this 
month you can add more Marian hymns and prayers into your mental index. 
These prayers and hymns become a great solace during trying moments and can 
be recited often. 
 

You can memorize the beautiful Prayer of Praise to Our Lady composed by St. 
Ephraim, or learn to sing traditional Marian hymns such as the Regina Caeli and 
the Salve Regina (the Hail Holy Queen in Latin). The Salve Regina, for those who 
didn't grow up knowing it, is an incredibly beautiful melody, and supernaturally 
consoling. Then you can sing this prayer after finishing your rosary instead of 
reciting it; and, as St. Augustine says, "He who sings prays twice." 
  

7. GET INVESTED IN THE SCAPULAR 

If you haven't been invested in the scapular, Mary's month is a good time to do it. 
A scapular is basically a mini religious habit for the laity, an outward symbol of your 
consecration to the Blessed Mother, that you wear daily underneath your clothes. 
 

The original and most common scapular is the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel which has special prayers and graces associated with it, namely the famous 
"Scapular Promise" that those who die wearing Our Lady's scapular will not spend 
eternity in hell. Most scapulars come with the proper prayer for investment (or 
enrollment) that the priest prays for you while blessing the scapular 

 
 
8. READ A BOOK ABOUT MARY 
The best way to increase your devotion to the Blessed Mother is simply by reading more 
about her. There is no shortage of great Catholic books on Mary that unpack the 
mysteries of her life, virtues, and perfect union with her son, Jesus, and the treasures of 
grace this unfolds in the life of every Christian who turns to her in faith. Make a goal to 
read one this month. 
 

 
9. PRAY THE LITTLE OFFICE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary is like the Divine Office (Liturgy of the Hours) in that it is comprised 
of prayers said at various hours throughout the day, but different in that they are all in honor of Our 
Lady.  Once upon a time in Church history the Little Office was the preferred way to pray the Hours for the 
laity.. 
 

  

HOW WILL YOU CELEBRATE THE MONTH OF MAY? 

Pope Paul VI wrote a beautiful encyclical on the Month of May, entitled Mense Maio, in which he describes 
how the faithful reserve this month to honor Mary in a special way: 
 

“For this is the month during which Christians, in their churches and their homes, offer the Virgin Mother more fervent 

and loving acts of homage and veneration; and it is the month in which a greater abundance of God’s merciful gifts 

comes down to us from our Mother’s throne.” 

 

Pope Paul VI goes on to say that May is an opportune time to let our petitions fly to Our Lady—especially for 
the needs of the Church and the whole human race—that most urgently require our Blessed Mother’s 
intercession. 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/prayer-of-praise-to-blessed-virgin-mary.cfm?aid=5849&new=yes&engine=GFblog
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BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: Anyone interested in 
advertising in our parish bulletin for the upcoming 
year, (7/1/19-6/30/20), is asked to contact the 
office, at (706) 745-6400. Our deadline is May 31st.  
Rate information is as follows: 
   

Ad Size            Pricing  Cost per week 

 $200    ¾” x 2 ¾”  $3.84   

 $360 1 ½”x 2 ¾”  $6.92 

 $500 2 ¼”x 2 ¾”  $9.61 

 $650 3”x 2 ¾”  $12.50   

We will be going to a full color format!!! 

Additionally, ads will be featured on the website 

posting of the bulletin, and on Flocknote as well. 

Bigger……Bolder……Better! 
 

Laudate 
 
The #1 Catholic 
App.  And the best 
part is…..it’s FREE.   
 
Download the app 
today and fall more deeply in love with your 
Catholic faith.  You’ll be glad you did! From 
the Bible, Catechism, Daily Mass readings, 
reflections, prayers, and so much 
more…….you’ll always have what you need, 
right at your fingertips. 
 

Our next 

Women’s Guild 

meeting will be 

Tuesday, May 

21, at 6:30 pm in 

Marian Hall.   

Back by popular demand, our activity for the 

evening will be Bunco! All women of the parish are 

invited. If you’re able, please bring a snack to 

share. Why not plan to stop by and join us! 

St. Matthias – May 14th 
 

 

Matthias, whose name means “gift of God,” was the 
disciple chosen to replace Judas as one of the 12 
Apostles. The Acts of the Apostles states that he was 

also one of the 72 disciples that the Lord Jesus sent 
out to preach the Good News. 

Matthias had followed Jesus since His baptism and was 

a witness to His Resurrection and His Ascension, 
according to St. Peter in Acts. 

According to Acts 1:15-26, during the days after the 
Ascension, St. Peter stood up in the midst of the 
brothers – about 120 of Jesus’ followers. Now that 
Judas had betrayed his ministry, it was necessary, St. 
Peter said, to fulfill the scriptural recommendation that 

another should take his office. But all of the apostles 
had been chosen by Jesus Himself, so the group of His 
followers needed to determine how to choose among 
them. 

St. Peter then proposed the way to make the choice. 

He had one criterion: that, like Andrew, James, John 
and himself, the new apostle be someone who had 
been a disciple from the very beginning, from His 

baptism by John until the Ascension. The reason for 
this was simple – the new apostle must become a 
witness to Jesus’ resurrection. He must have followed 
Jesus before anyone knew Him, stayed with Him when 

He made enemies, and believed in Him when He spoke 
of the cross and of eating His Body – teachings that 
had made others melt away. “Therefore, it is necessary 
that one of the men who accompanied us the whole 
time the Lord Jesus came and went among us, 
beginning from the baptism of John until the day on 
which He was taken up from us, become with us a 

witness to His resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22). 

The group of Jesus’ followers then nominated two men 
who fit this description: Joseph Barsabbas and 
Matthias. They prayed and then drew lots. The choice 

fell upon Matthias, who was added to the Eleven. 

Matthias is not mentioned by name anywhere else in 
the New Testament. 

According to various traditions, he preached in 

Cappadocia, Jerusalem, the shores of the Caspian Sea 
(in modern-day Georgia) and Ethiopia. He is said to 
have met his death by crucifixion in Colchis or by 
stoning in Jerusalem. 

There is evidence cited in some of the early Church 

fathers that there was a Gospel according to Matthias 
in circulation, but it has since been lost, and was 
declared apocryphal by Pope Gelasius. 

He is invoked for assistance against alcoholism, and for 
support by recovered alcoholics. 


