
  

Welcome to our         June 2, 2019 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

 

Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…… 

 
     Archdiocese of Atlanta 

      Father Gaurav Shroff, Parish Administrator Mass Times:  Sat: 4:30 pm 

       Email: gshroff@archatl        Sun: 8:30 am, 11:00 am & 
            1:00 pm (Spanish) 
         Deacon Larry Casey Deacon Paul Dietz  Weekday Mass: Mon – Thurs:  9:00 am 

        Deacon J.P. McGuire Deacon John Barone  Communion Svc:  Fri: 9:00 am 
        ____________________________________________ 
        Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

         Office Manager      Saturday: 3:30 pm – 4:15 pm ( or by appt.) 

      Jim Gioia                     Eucharistic Adoration: 

      Finance Assistant     Mon. – Fri.  9:45 am – 12 noon                                                  . 

      Joan Furst                            Church Office   Phone: (706) 745-6400 

      Dir. Of Religious Education     3717 Hwy 515 

       Joe Kwiatkowski     Blairsville, GA. 30512 

       Adult Faith Formation        

       Colleen Orchanian     Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 

       Music Director      E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com 

       Marianne Engelmann    Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com 
 

     

 

 



Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
June 2 , 2019 

Mass Intentions June 1st  –June 7th  
Sat  4:30 pm  +Penny Chandler 
        By her mother  
Sun 8:30 am + People of SFA 
                                      
Sun 11:00 am + Aida Rivera 
       By Hilda Rivera 
Mon 9 am + Jim Hughes 
       By Jerry Rousseau 
Tue   9 am + Pete Consler 
      By Larry & Rita Casey 
Wed 9am + Jack Younger 
       By Carol Eckstein 
Thur 9 am + Vincenz Gruensteidl 
       By Grizio Family 
Fri 9 am Communion Service 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR JUNE 2-8 
Sunday 

9:45 am Bible Chat  Room 11 
12:15 pm RCIA   Conf. Room 

 
Monday 

10:00 am Bible Study  Room 6 
6:00 pm Parish Council  Library 
7:00 pm Bible Study  Room 6 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Book Club  Room 7 
10:00 am Mom’s Group  Room 6 
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
12:30 pm Disciples of DJM Conf Room 
6:00 pm Latin Mass  Church 

Wednesday 
10:00 am Prayer Group  Room 11 
6:00 pm Young Adult Dinner Room 6 
6:30 pm RCIA   Conf. Room 
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group Church 

Thursday 
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle Room 6 
4:00 pm Choir   Church 
6:30 pm Men’s Group  Conf. Room 
 

Friday 
10:00 am Discipleship Group Conf. Room 

Saturday 
1:00 pm Secular Franciscans Marian Hall 

 

Offertory May 25th & 26th  
First Collection: $6851.00 
Second Collection:      $2122.00   Debt Reduction 

Readings: The Week of June 2nd  - June 8th  
Sunday 

Acts 1:1-11         Eph 1:17-23      Lk 24:46-53 
Monday – St. Charles Lwanga 

Acts 19:1-8  Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday   

Acts 20:17-27  Jn 17:1-11 
Wednesday – St. Boniface  

Acts 20:28-38  Jn 17:11-19 
Thursday – St. Norbert 

Acts 22:30,23:6-11 Jn 17:20-26 
Friday  

Acts 25:13-21  Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday  

Acts 28:16-20,30-31 Jn 21:20-25 
 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
John Plankey   Nick & Janice Barlotta 
David Drake   Fr. G’s  mom 
Fr. Gary Burkhart  Pam Terranova 
Roseanne Ashley  Marge Breslin 
Ken Voss   Emil Teranova 
Bill Eckstein   Jean Hiler, ofs 
Pat Smith   Judy Smith 
Robert Hafer   Ray Fiore 
Jack Gallagher   Margaret McCamy 
Joan Tufford   JoJo O’Neil 
Carol Eckstein   Donald Elyard 
Bev Schutt   Irene Tisdale 
Julie Waltz   Raymond Waltz 
 
Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 

 
Prayer for Healing 

 
Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness 
and disease.  Restore strength to their bodies and joy 
to their spirit, so that in the renewed health, they may 
bless and serve you, now and forevermore. 



 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be 
celebrated after all Masses next weekend, June 
8th and 9th.  Those fully disposed and discerning 
the need to receive this Sacrament are asked to 
remain after Mass. 

 
 

St. Norbert’s Story 

 
In the 12th century in the French region of Premontre, 
Saint Norbert founded a religious Order known as the 
Praemonstratensians or the Norbertines. His founding 
of the Order was a monumental tasks: combating 
rampant heresies—particularly regarding the Blessed 
Sacrament, revitalizing many of the faithful who had 
grown indifferent and dissolute, plus effecting peace 
and reconciliation among enemies. 
 
Norbert entertained no pretensions about his own 
ability to accomplish this multiple task. Even with the 
aid of a goodly number of men who joined his Order, 
he realized that nothing could be effectively done 
without God’s power. Finding this help especially in 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, he and his 
Norbertines praised God for success in converting 
heretics, reconciling numerous enemies, and 
rebuilding faith in indifferent believers. Many of them 
lived in central houses during the week and served in 
parishes on weekends.  

Reluctantly, Norbert became archbishop of 
Magdeburg in central Germany, a territory half pagan 
and half Christian. In this position he zealously and 
courageously continued his work for the Church until 
his death on June 6, 1134. 

 
Sung High Mass 

Tuesday, June 4 -   6:00 pm 

Come and experience the beauty of the Catholic faith. 

Fr. Gaurav will celebrate a Sung Mass, or High Mass 

in the Extraordinary Form (the Traditional Latin Mass) 

on Tuesday, June 4th, at 6PM. Members of St. Francis 

de Sales Parish in Mableton, GA (which celebrates the 

traditional liturgy exclusively) will be assisting at this 

Mass.  Don’t miss this opportunity to embrace and 

experience a beautiful tradition of our Catholic faith! 

       

 

EUCHARISATIC ADORATION 
 

What does the poor man do at the rich man's 

door, the sick man in the presence of his 

physician, the thirsty man at a limpid stream?                 

What they do, I do before the Eucharistic God. 

I pray. I adore. I love.  –Francis of Assisi 
 

Adoration: Monday – Friday (9:45- 12 Noon) 

______________________________________ 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1056822?ref=eucharistic-adoration
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1056822?ref=eucharistic-adoration
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1056822?ref=eucharistic-adoration
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1056822?ref=eucharistic-adoration
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1056822?ref=eucharistic-adoration


The Good News: Scott 

Hahn Reflects on the 

Ascension of the Lord 
Readings:  Acts 1:1–11  Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9 
Ephesians 1:17–23 or Hebrews 9:24–28; 10:19–23 
Luke 24:46–53 
 

 In today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. 
Luke gives the surprising news that there is more of the 
story to be told. The story did not end with the empty 
tomb, or with Jesus’ appearances to the Apostles over the 
course of forty days. Jesus’ saving work will have a liturgical 
consummation. He is the great high priest, and He has still 
to ascend to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to celebrate the 
feast in the true Holy of Holies. 
The truth of this feast shines forth from the Letter to the 
Hebrews, where we read of the great high priest’s passing 
through the heavens, the sinless intercessor’s sacrifice on 
our behalf (see Hebrews 4:14–15). 
Indeed, His intercession will lead to the Holy Spirit’s 
descent in fire upon the Church. Luke spells out that 
promise in the First Reading for the feast of the Ascension: 
“in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 1:5). The Ascension is the preliminary feast that 
directs the Church’s attention forward to Pentecost. On 
that day, salvation will be complete; for salvation is not 
simply expiation for sins (that would be wonder enough), 
but it is something even greater than that. Expiation is 
itself a necessary precondition of our adoption as God’s 
children. To live that divine life we must receive the Holy 
Spirit. To receive the Holy Spirit we must be purified 
through Baptism. 
The Responsorial Psalm presents the Ascension in terms 
familiar from the worship of the Jerusalem Temple in the 
days of King Solomon: “God mounts his throne to shouts of 
joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord” (Psalm 47). The 
priest-king takes his place at the head of the people, ruling 
over the nations, establishing peace. 
The Epistle strikes a distinctively Paschal note. In the early 
Church, as today, Easter was the normal time for the 
baptism of adult converts. The sacrament was often called 
“illumination” or “enlightenment” because of the light that 
came with God’s saving grace (see, for example, Hebrews 
10:32). Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Ephesians, speaks in 
terms of glory that leads to greater glories still, as 
Ascension leads to Pentecost: “May the eyes of your hearts 
be enlightened,” he writes, as he looks to the divinization 
of the believers. Their “hope” is “his inheritance among the 
holy ones,” the saints who have been adopted into God’s 
family and now rule with Him at the Father’s right hand. 
This is the “good news” the Apostles are commissioned to 
spread—to the whole world, to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem—at the Ascension. It’s the good news we must 
spread today. 

 
Lecturas:  Hechos 1: 1–
11 Salmo 47: 2–3, 6–7, 
8–9     
Efesios 1: 17–23 o 
Hebreos 9: 24–28; 10: 
19–23 
Lucas 24: 46–53. 
 
 En la primera lectura de 
hoy de los Hechos de los 
Apóstoles, San Lucas da la 
sorprendente noticia de 
que hay más de la historia 
que contar. La historia no terminó con la tumba vacía, o con las 
apariciones de Jesús a los apóstoles en el transcurso de cuarenta 
días. La obra salvadora de Jesús tendrá una consumación 
litúrgica. Él es el gran sumo sacerdote, y aún tiene que ascender 
a la Jerusalén celestial, allí para celebrar la fiesta en el verdadero 
Lugar Santísimo. 
 
La verdad de esta fiesta brilla de la Carta a los Hebreos, donde 
leemos acerca del paso del gran sumo sacerdote a través de los 
cielos, el sacrificio del intercesor sin pecado en nuestro nombre 
(vea Hebreos 4: 14–15). 
 
De hecho, su intercesión conducirá al descenso del Espíritu Santo 
en fuego sobre la Iglesia. Lucas explica esa promesa en la primera 
lectura para la fiesta de la Ascensión: “en unos días serás 
bautizado con el Espíritu Santo” (Hechos 1: 5). La Ascensión es la 
fiesta preliminar que dirige la atención de la Iglesia hacia 
Pentecostés. En ese día, la salvación estará completa; porque la 
salvación no es simplemente la expiación por los pecados (eso 
sería suficiente maravilla), sino que es algo aún más grande que 
eso. La expiación es en sí misma una condición previa necesaria 
para nuestra adopción como hijos de Dios. Para vivir esa vida 
divina debemos recibir el Espíritu Santo. Para recibir el Espíritu 
Santo debemos ser purificados a través del Bautismo. 
 
El Salmo responsorial presenta la Ascensión en términos 
familiares de la adoración del Templo de Jerusalén en los días del 
rey Salomón: "Dios monta su trono en gritos de alegría: un toque 
de trompetas para el Señor" (Salmo 47). El sacerdote-rey toma su 
lugar a la cabeza del pueblo, gobernando las naciones, 
estableciendo la paz. 
 
La epístola golpea una nota distintivamente pascual. En la iglesia 
primitiva, como hoy, la Pascua era el tiempo normal para el 
bautismo de adultos convertidos. La Santa Cena a menudo se 
llamaba "iluminación" o "iluminación" debido a la luz que venía 
con la gracia salvadora de Dios (véase, por ejemplo, Hebreos 
10:32). San Pablo, en su Carta a los efesios, habla en términos de 
gloria que conduce a glorias aún mayores, mientras la Ascensión 
conduce a Pentecostés: "Que los ojos de sus corazones se 
iluminen", escribe, mientras observa la divinización de la 
creyentes Su "esperanza" es "su herencia entre los santos", los 
santos que han sido adoptados en la familia de Dios y ahora 
gobiernan con Él a la diestra del Padre. Esta es la "buena noticia" 
que los apóstoles tienen el encargo de difundir, a todo el mundo, 
a todas las naciones, comenzando desde Jerusalén, en la 
Ascensión. Es la buena noticia que debemos difundir hoy.  
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PARISH BREAKFAST

 
We did it in May…….and now it’s time to do it 
again in June.  Mom was honored with a free 
Knights of Columbus breakfast last month, and 
in the month of June, it’s time to do the same 
for dad!  Dad’s eat free next Sunday, June 9th, 
at the Parish Breakfast.  There will be 
pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, biscuits & 
gravy, and more………..$5 per person at the 
door, $15 for the entire family!!!  Invite your 
friends! 

FOOD FOR  
FAMILIES CAMPAIGN 

 Our Knights of Columbus Council here at St. 
Francis successfully completed its FOOD FOR 
FAMILIES campaign. During the Lenten and 
Easter season the Knights collected 1,115 
pounds of canned and dry goods.  The 
collected food was delivered next door to 
Mountain Prebyterian Ecumenical Food 
Pantry, which will distribute the goods to our 
neighbors in need.  Great work Knights and St 
Francis parishioners!! 

 

Saint Charles Lwanga and 
Companions’ Story 

 

One of 22 Ugandan martyrs, Charles Lwanga is 
the patron of youth and Catholic action in most of 
tropical Africa. He protected his fellow pages, 
aged 13 to 30, from the homosexual demands of 
the Bagandan ruler, Mwanga, and encouraged 
and instructed them in the Catholic faith during 
their imprisonment for refusing the ruler’s 
demands. 

Charles first learned of Christ’s teachings from 
two retainers in the court of Chief Mawulugungu. 
While a catechumen, he entered the royal 
household as assistant to Joseph Mukaso, head 
of the court pages. 

On the night of Mukaso’s martyrdom for 
encouraging the African youths to resist Mwanga, 
Charles requested and received baptism. 
Imprisoned with his friends, Charles’s courage 
and belief in God inspired them to remain chaste 
and faithful. 

For his own unwillingness to submit to the 
immoral acts and his efforts to safeguard the faith 
of his friends, Charles was burned to death at 
Namugongo on June 3, 1886, by Mwanga’s order. 

When Pope Paul VI canonized these 22 martyrs 
on October 18, 1964, he also made reference to 
the Anglican pages martyred for the same reason. 

Discipleship Group 

New Evangelizers 

Friday, June 7
th

 

Don’t miss the opportunity to share your love of 
Jesus with fellow parishioners, and find out how 
they’re bringing the love of Jesus to others in the 
north Georgia mountains…..and beyond.  Stop by 
on Friday, June 7th, at 10 am, and find out what 
the “New Evangelization” is all about.   



Fr. Jaime Rivera 
 
Birth Date: June 11, 
1973 

Place of Birth: 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 

 

Dear parishioners, 
 
Please join me in welcoming Fr. Jaime Rivera, who has 
been named as the next Parish Administrator of St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish. 
 
Fr. Jaime is a native of Puerto Rico, and was ordained 
for the Archdiocese of Atlanta in 2007. Until now he 
has been serving as assignment Parochial Vicar at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish in Alpharetta.  More details as 
we work out the transition ... I've been bragging to 
him about what a great assignment he's getting. 
Please pray for us, and our parish, in this time of 
transition.  A little about Fr. Rivera:   

He worked in a fast food joint, the post office and as 
an IRS clerk before entering the seminary. 

Father Rivera is the oldest of three boys in the family. 

Father Rivera received a bachelor’s degree in sacred 
theology cum laude in 2006 and a master’s degree in 
sacred theology magna cum laude in 2007 from the 
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome, 
Italy. Along with his classes, he worked with the 
Missionaries of Charity, where he served people in 
need. 

Primary Hobbies and Interests: 
Computers, exercise, music, films 

Additional Languages:  

Spanish, Italian 

Particular Ministries of Interest:  
Youth ministry, prison ministry, hospital ministry 

 

Saint Boniface’s Story 

 
Boniface, known as the apostle of the Germans, was 
an English Benedictine monk who gave up being 
elected abbot to devote his life to the conversion of 
the Germanic tribes. Two characteristics stand out: his 
Christian orthodoxy and his fidelity to the pope of 
Rome.   
How absolutely necessary this orthodoxy and fidelity 
were is borne out by the conditions Boniface found on 
his first missionary journey in 719 at the request of 
Pope Gregory II. Paganism was a way of life. What 
Christianity he did find had either lapsed into 
paganism or was mixed with error. The clergy were 
mainly responsible for these latter conditions since 
they were in many instances uneducated, lax and 
questionably obedient to their bishops. In particular 
instances their very ordinations were questionable. 
These are the conditions that Boniface was to report 
in 722 on his first return visit to Rome. The Holy 
Father instructed him to reform the German Church. 
The pope sent letters of recommendation to religious 
and civil leaders. Boniface later admitted that his work 
would have been unsuccessful, from a human 
viewpoint, without a letter of safe-conduct from 
Charles Martel, the powerful Frankish ruler, 
grandfather of Charlemagne. Boniface was finally 
made a regional bishop and authorized to organize 
the whole German Church. He was eminently 
successful. 
In the Frankish kingdom, he met great problems 
because of lay interference in bishops’ elections, the 
worldliness of the clergy and lack of papal control. 
During a final mission to the Frisians, Boniface and 53 
companions were  massacred while he was preparing 
converts for confirmation. 
In order to restore the Germanic Church to its fidelity 
to Rome and to convert the pagans, Boniface had 
been guided by two principles. The first was to restore 
the obedience of the clergy to their bishops in union 
with the pope of Rome. The second was the 
establishment of many houses of prayer which took 
the form of Benedictine monasteries, where nuns 
were brought in to the active apostolate of education. 


