
  

Welcome to our         June 16, 2019 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

 

Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…… 

 
     Archdiocese of Atlanta 

      Father Gaurav Shroff, Parish Administrator Mass Times:  Sat: 4:30 pm 

       Email: gshroff@archatl        Sun: 8:30 am, 11:00 am & 
            1:00 pm (Spanish) 
         Deacon Larry Casey Deacon Paul Dietz  Weekday Mass: Mon – Thurs:  9:00 am 

        Deacon J.P. McGuire Deacon John Barone  Communion Svc:  Fri: 9:00 am 
        ____________________________________________ 
        Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

         Office Manager      Saturday: 3:30 pm – 4:15 pm ( or by appt.) 

      Jim Gioia                     Eucharistic Adoration: 

      Finance Assistant     Mon. – Fri.  9:45 am – 12 noon                                          . 

      Joan Furst                            Church Office   Phone: (706) 745-6400 

      Dir. Of Religious Education     3717 Hwy 515 

       Joe Kwiatkowski     Blairsville, GA. 30512 

       Adult Faith Formation        

       Colleen Orchanian     Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 

       Music Director      E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com 

       Marianne Engelmann    Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com 
    

 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

 



The Most Holy Trinity 
June 16 , 2019 

Mass Intentions June 15th  –June 21st 
Sat  4:30 pm  Georgia Morehouse 
         By Lew Caputa  
Sun 8:30 am + Harold & June Nicholson 
                                  By Pat Williams    
Sun 11:00 am  Confirmandi & Father’s Day Masses 
       Bishop Ned Shlesinger & Fr. Gaurav 
Mon 9 am + Virginia Elizabeth Fiumano 
       By Rita & Dcn. Larry Casey 
Tue   9 am + Dcn. Bill Diehl 
      By Marie Diehl 
Wed 9am + Hugh Hanley 
       By Janet Morgan 
Thur 9 am + Preston de Ibern 
       By Carole Hanrahan 
Fri 9 am Communion Service 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR JUNE 16-22 
Sunday 

9:45 am Bible Chat  Room 11 
11:00 am Confirmation Mass Church 
 

Monday 
10:00 am Bible Study  Room 6 
7:00 pm Bible Study  Room 6 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Mom’s Group  Room 6 
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
11:30 am Women’s Guild Lunch Brother’s Rest. 

 
Wednesday 

10:00 am Prayer Group  Room 11 
6:00 pm Young Adult Dinner Room 6 
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle Room 6 
4:00 pm Choir   Church 
 

Friday 
9am-10:30pm Eucharistic Congress Georgia Conv. Ctr. 
 

Saturday 
8:30am-6:30pm Eucharistic Congress Georgia Conv. Ctr. 

 

Offertory June 8 & 9  
First Collection: $7,197.00 
Second Collection:       $3,465.00   St Vincent de Paul 

Readings: The Week of June16th  - June 22nd 

 Sunday 
Prv 8:22-31     Rom 5:1-5         Jn 16:12-15  

Monday  
2 Cor 6:1-10  Mt 5:38-42 

Tuesday  
2 Cor 8:1-9  Mt 5:43-48   

Wednesday – St. Romuald  
2 Cor 9:6-11  Mt 6:1-6,16-18 

Thursday  
2 Cor 11:1-11  Mt 6:7-15 

Friday – St. Aloysius Gonzaga  
2 Cor 11:18-30  Mt 6:19-23 

Saturday- St Paulinus/St. John Fisher/Thomas More 
2 Cor 12:1-10  Mt 6:24-34 

 

Prayer Requests 
John Plankey   Nick & Janice Barlotta 
David Drake   Fr. G’s  mom 
Fr. Gary Burkhart  Pam Terranova 
Bruce &Stephanie Miller Marge Breslin 
Ken Voss   Emil Teranova 
Bill Eckstein   Jean Hiler, ofs 
Pat Smith   Judy Smith 
Robert Hafer   Ray Fiore 
Jack Gallagher   Margaret McCamy 
Joan Tufford   JoJo O’Neil 
Carol Eckstein   Donald Elyard 
Bev Schutt   Irene Tisdale 
Julie Waltz    
 

Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of 
sicknessand disease.  Restore strength to their bodies 
and joy to their spirit, so that in the renewed health, 
they may bless and serve you, now and forevermore. 



Congratulations! 

 
For those who will be sealed with the Holy Spirit this 
weekend, may we offer them our ongoing support 
and prayers: 
 
Aubrie Banton         Blake Caputi           Savannah Crews  
 
Logan Foley         David Garcia            Daniel Griggs           
 
Yuliana Morales     Kayla Peacock         Robby Peacock     
 
Sarah Steele           Locke Thomas        Tommy Urbaniuk       
 

Oh, Holy Spirit, beloved of my soul, I adore 
You. Enlighten me, guide me, strengthen 
me, console me. Tell me what I should do. 
Give me Your orders. I promise to submit 
myself to all that You desire of me and 
then accept all that You permit to happen 
to me. Let me only know your will. Amen. 

Happy Father’s Day!! 
Blessed is the 

Father who lets 

the Lord be his 

guiding hand, 

whose faith 

brings his 

family courage, 

whose wisdom 

comes from God, and whose children 

stand and honor Him                               

Saint Romuald’s Story 

In the midst 
of wasted 
youth, 
Romuald 
watched his 
father kill a 
relative in a 
duel over 

property. In horror he fled to a monastery near 
Ravenna. After three years, some of the monks found 
him to be uncomfortably holy and eased him out. 

Romuald spent the next 30 years going about Italy, 
founding monasteries and hermitages. He longed to 
give his life to Christ in martyrdom, and got the pope’s 
permission to preach the gospel in Hungary. But he 
was struck with illness as soon as he arrived, and the 
illness recurred as often as he tried to proceed. 

During another period of his life, Romuald suffered 
great spiritual dryness. One day as he was praying 
Psalm 31 (“I will give you understanding and I will 
instruct you”), he was given an extraordinary light and 
spirit which never left him. 

At the next monastery where he stayed, Romuald was 
accused of a scandalous crime by a young nobleman 
he had rebuked for a dissolute life. Amazingly, his 
fellow monks believed the accusation. He was given a 
severe penance, forbidden from offering Mass, and 
excommunicated—an unjust sentence that he 
endured in silence for six months. 

The most famous of the monasteries Romuald 
founded was that of the Camaldoli in Tuscany. Here 
began the Order of the Camaldolese Benedictines, 
uniting the monastic and eremetical lives. In later life 
Romuald’s own father became a monk, wavered, and 
was kept faithful by the encouragement of his son. 

BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: 

Anyone interested in advertising in our parish bulletin for the 
upcoming year, (7/1/19-6/30/20), is asked to contact the office, at 
(706) 745-6400. Our deadline is May 31st.  Rate information is as 
follows: 
 

    Ad Size                  Pricing               Cost per week 

                  ¾”x 2¾”       $200                           $3.84 
1½”x 2¾”       $360                           $6.92 
2¼”x 2¾”       $500                           $9.61 

 3”x 2¾”          $650                          $12.50 
We will be going to a full color format!!! Additionally, ads will be 

featured on the website posting of the bulletin, and on Flocknote 
as well. 



Lew Gebhardt 
Knight of the Year 

Lou Gebhardt, Blairsville 

parishioner, has been named 

2019 Knight of the Year. Lou has 

served the parish as a member 

of the Knights of Columbus, 

Council 11746 for many years. A 

man of many talents, Lou can 

be found working in the kitchen 

at a Knights of Columbus parish 

breakfast, helping with 

landscaping, plumbing…. you name it and Lou can fix it! 

Congratulations to Lou and his lovely wife Marcia for their 

dedication to the Knights and to our St. Francis of Assisi 

Parish. 

 

Transition Notes 

Dear SFA family,  

Monday, June 17, is my last day in the office. This 
week, we'll get the rectory cleaned and ready for Fr. 
Jaime.  I'll be back for my final weekend next 
weekend, June 22nd & 23rd.   

In the meanwhile, Fr. Martin Sserunkuma, a priest 
from the Diocese of Masaka, Uganda, is visiting us 
here in Blairsville. He is friends with Stephen Smith 
and To The Nations. Fr. Martin will take the daily 
Masses, and any emergency calls, as well as most of 
the weekend Masses on June 29/30. Fr. Jaime Rivera 
will officially be here on Monday, July 1. Please 
welcome Fr. Martin to St. Francis, and let's continue 
to pray for our parish in this time of transition.  

 
Fr. Gaurav  

Rebecca Cothren 

Young Harris, Georgia 

H a y e s v i l l e  H i g h  S c h o o l 
Parents: Rex and Mary 

Cothren 

President of her senior 

class, Rebecca is a NC 

Academic Scholar, 

Honors Graduate and 

Presidential Scholar. She 

is a Beta Club member. Because of her exemplary 

work at the college level she is also a Phi Theta Kappa 

member. Rebecca has been a member of six school 

clubs, serving as vice-president of Beta Club.  

One of the younger members of the Cothren family, 

Becca is a natural leader, well-respected and known 

for her positive attitude and volunteer service to the 

community.  She was an outstanding athlete in both 

volleyball and softball where she earned All-

Conference honors. 

Rebecca's hobbies include photography (Instagram:  

rosemaries photography), traveling, hiking and 

outdoor activities.  

Rebecca is thankful to have grown up at St. Francis 

under the direction of Fr. Wise, Fr. Juan and most 

recently Fr. G. Their wisdom and Godly examples have 

given her the foundation and courage to live her 

Catholic faith. 

FUTURE PLANS – Attending Kennesaw State 
University, Rebecca plans to study Clinical Psychology. 
Scholarships awarded. 
_______________________________________________ 

Throughout the summer, we will be highlighting our 

graduating seniors.  Be on the lookout for the rest of 

the Class of 2019 in future bulletins.  Special thanks to 

Mary Smith for her efforts to bring this special series 

to the parish throughout the summer.  

 



CL

 A gifted athlete, Brian led the Union County High School soccer team to the state 
championship game in May. Named the BLITZ Soccer Player of the Year, Brian was  
an outstanding scorer and team leader.  
 
Brian also was the kicker on the football team. A true outdoorsman, Brian just 
recently won an award in the Alabama Trap Shooting Competition.  
 
At St. Francis, Brian has been an altar server for many years, following in the steps  
of his brother TJ and setting the example for his younger brother Liam. Thank you 
Brian!  
 

FUTURE PLANS – Brian has enlisted in the Army and will be reporting for duty on            BRIAN SMITH        

June 30, 2019.                   Blairsville, GA    

God Bless you Brian as you prepare to serve our country in the armed forces.       Union County HS         
                  Parents: Todd and Jennifer Smith   

  

  lSaint Aloysius Gonzaga’s Story                              
The Lord can make saints anywhere, even amid the brutality and license of 
Renaissance life. Florence was the “mother of piety” for Aloysius Gonzaga 
despite his exposure to a “society of fraud, dagger, poison, and lust.” As a 
son of a princely family, he grew up in royal courts and army camps. His 
father wanted Aloysius to be a military hero. 

At age 7 Aloysius experienced a profound spiritual quickening. His prayers 
included the Office of Mary, the psalms, and other devotions. At age 9 he came from his hometown of Castiglione to 
Florence to be educated; by age 11 he was teaching catechism to poor children, fasting three days a week, and 
practicing great austerities. When he was 13 years old, he traveled with his parents and the Empress of Austria to 
Spain, and acted as a page in the court of Philip II. The more Aloysius saw of court life, the more disillusioned he 
became, seeking relief in learning about the lives of saints. 

A book about the experience of Jesuit missionaries in India suggested to him the idea of entering the Society of 
Jesus, and in Spain his decision became final. Now began a four-year contest with his father. Eminent churchmen 
and laypeople were pressed into service to persuade Aloysius to remain in his “normal” vocation. Finally he 
prevailed, was allowed to renounce his right to succession, and was received into the Jesuit novitiate. 

Like other seminarians, Aloysius was faced with a new kind of penance—that of accepting different ideas about the 
exact nature of penance. He was obliged to eat more, and to take recreation with the other students. He was 
forbidden to pray except at stated times. He spent four years in the study of philosophy and had Saint Robert 
Bellarmine as his spiritual adviser. 

In 1591, a plague struck Rome. The Jesuits opened a hospital of their own. The superior general himself and many 
other Jesuits rendered personal service. Because he nursed patients, washing them and making their beds, Aloysius 
caught the disease. A fever persisted after his recovery and he was so weak he could scarcely rise from bed. Yet, he 
maintained his great discipline of prayer, knowing that he would die within the octave of Corpus Christi, three 
months later, at the age of 23. Saint Aloysius Gonzaga is the Patron Saint of  Catholic Youth and teenagers. 

 



Saint Thomas More’s Story 

His belief that no lay ruler has jurisdiction over the Church of Christ cost 
Thomas More his life. 

Beheaded on Tower Hill, London, on July 6, 1535, More steadfastly refused 
to approve King Henry VIII’s divorce and remarriage and establishment of 
the Church of England. 

Described as “a man for all seasons,” More was a literary scholar, eminent 
lawyer, gentleman, father of four children, and chancellor of England. An intensely spiritual man, he would not 
support the king’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon in order to marry Anne Boleyn. Nor would he 
acknowledge Henry as supreme head of the Church in England, breaking with Rome, and denying the pope as 
head. 

More was committed to the Tower of London to await trial for treason: not swearing to the Act of Succession 
and the Oath of Supremacy. Upon conviction, More declared he had all the councils of Christendom and not just 
the council of one realm to support him in the decision of his conscience. 

Four hundred years later in 1935, Thomas More was canonized a saint of God. Few saints are more relevant to 
our time. In the year 2000, in fact, Pope John Paul II named him patron of political leaders. The supreme 
diplomat and counselor, he did not compromise his own moral values in order to please the king, knowing that 
true allegiance to authority is not blind acceptance of everything that authority wants. King Henry himself 
realized this and tried desperately to win his chancellor to his side because he knew More was a man whose 
approval counted, a man whose personal integrity no one questioned. But when Thomas More resigned as 
chancellor, unable to approve the two matters that meant most to Henry, the king had to get rid of him. 

Saint John Fisher’s Story 

John Fisher is usually associated with Erasmus, Thomas More, and other 
Renaissance humanists.  He was a man of learning, associated with the 
intellectuals and political leaders of his day. He was interested in the 
contemporary culture and eventually became chancellor at Cambridge. He 
had been made a bishop at 35, and one of his interests was raising the 
standard of preaching in England. Fisher himself was an accomplished 
preacher and writer. His sermons on the penitential psalms were reprinted 
seven times before his death. With the coming of Lutheranism, he was drawn 
into controversy. His eight books against heresy gave him a leading position among European theologians. 

In 1521, Fisher was asked to study the question of King Henry VIII’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon, his brother’s 
widow. He incurred Henry’s anger by defending the validity of the king’s marriage with Catherine, and later by 
rejecting Henry’s claim to be the supreme head of the Church of England. 

In feeble health, Fisher was summoned to take the oath to the new Act of Succession. He and Thomas More refused 
to do so because the Act presumed the legality of Henry’s divorce and his claim to be head of the English Church. 
They were sent to the Tower of London, where Fisher remained 14 months without trial. Finally both men were 
sentenced to life imprisonment and loss of goods. 

When the two were called to further interrogations, they remained silent. On the supposition that he was speaking 
privately as a priest, Fisher was tricked into declaring again that the king was not supreme head of the church in 
England. The king, further angered that the pope had made John Fisher a cardinal, had him brought to trial on the 
charge of high treason. He was condemned and executed, his body left to lie all day on the scaffold and his head 
hung on London Bridge. More was executed two weeks later. His Liturgical Feast Day is June 22. 



Glorious Processions: 

Scott Hahn Reflects on 

Trinity Sunday 

 
Readings: Proverbs 8:22–31   Psalms 8:4–9  

Romans 5:1–5     John 16:12–15 
 

In today’s Liturgy we’re swept through time in 
glorious procession—from before earth and sky were 
set in place to the coming of the Spirit upon the new 
creation, the Church. 
 
We begin in the heart of the Trinity, as we listen to 
the testimony of Wisdom in today’s First Reading. 
Eternally begotten, the first-born of God, He is poured 
forth from of old in the loving delight of the Father. 
 
Through Him the heavens were established, the 
foundations of the earth fixed. From before the 
beginning, He was with the Father as His “Craftsman,” 
the artisan by which all things were made. And He 
took special delight, He tells us, in the crowning glory 
of God’s handiwork—the human race, the “sons of 
men.”  In today’s Psalm, He comes down from heaven, 
is made a little lower than the angels, comes among 
us as “the Son of Man” (see Hebrews 2:6–10). 
 
All things are put under His feet so that He can restore 
to humanity the glory for which we were made from 
the beginning, the glory lost by sin. He tasted death 
that we might be raised to life in the Trinity, that His 
name might be made glorious over all the earth. 
 
Through the Son, we have gained grace and access in 
the Spirit to the Father, as Paul boasts in today’s 
Epistle (see Ephesians 2:18). 
The Spirit, the Love of God, has been poured out into 
our hearts—a Spirit of adoption, making us children of 
the Father once more (see Romans 8:14–16). 
 
This is the Spirit that Jesus promises in today’s Gospel. 
His Spirit comes as divine gift and anointing (see 1 

John 2:27), to guide us to all truth, to show us “the 
things that are coming,” the things that were meant 
to be from before all ages—that we will find peace 
and union in God, we will share the life of the Trinity, 
we will dwell in God as He dwells in us (see John 

14:23; 17:21). 

Lecturas:  
Proverbios 8: 22–31 
Salmos 8: 4–9 
Romanos 5: 1–5  
Juan 16: 12–15 

 
En la liturgia de 
hoy, somos 
barridos a través 
del tiempo en una 
gloriosa procesión, 
desde antes de que 
la tierra y el cielo se 
establecieran hasta 
la venida del 

Espíritu sobre la nueva creación, la Iglesia. 
 
Comenzamos en el corazón de la Trinidad, mientras 
escuchamos el testimonio de Sabiduría en la primera 
lectura de hoy. Eternamente engendrado, el primogénito 
de Dios, Él es derramado de lo antiguo en el deleite 
amoroso del Padre. 
 
A través de él se establecieron los cielos, se fijaron los 
cimientos de la tierra. Desde antes del comienzo, estuvo 
con el Padre como su "artesano", el artesano con el que se 
hicieron todas las cosas. Y se deleitó especialmente, nos 
dice, en la gloria suprema de la obra de Dios: la raza 
humana, los "hijos de los hombres". En el Salmo de hoy, Él 
desciende del cielo, se hace un poco más bajo que los 
ángeles, se encuentra entre nosotros como "el Hijo del 
Hombre" (vea Hebreos 2: 6–10). 
 
Todas las cosas se ponen bajo Sus pies para que Él pueda 
restaurar a la humanidad la gloria por la cual fuimos 
creados desde el principio, la gloria perdida por el pecado. 
Él probó la muerte para que podamos ser resucitados en la 
Trinidad, para que su nombre sea glorificado sobre toda la 
tierra. 
 
A través del Hijo, hemos ganado la gracia y el acceso en el 
Espíritu al Padre, como Pablo se jacta de la Epístola de hoy 
(vea Efesios 2:18).  El Espíritu, el Amor de Dios, ha sido 
derramado en nuestros corazones, un Espíritu de adopción, 
que nos hace hijos del Padre una vez más (véase Romanos 
8: 14–16). 
 
Este es el Espíritu que Jesús promete en el evangelio de 
hoy.  Su Espíritu viene como un don y unción divinos (vea 1 
Juan 2:27), para guiarnos a toda verdad, para mostrarnos 
"las cosas que vienen", las cosas que debían ser antes de 
todas las edades, que lo haremos Si encontramos paz y 
unión en Dios, compartiremos la vida de la Trinidad, 
viviremos en Dios como Él mora en nosotros (véase Juan 
14:23; 17:21). 
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