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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

 

Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…… 

 
     Archdiocese of Atlanta 

      Father Gaurav Shroff, Parish Administrator Mass Times:  Sat: 4:30 pm 

       Email: gshroff@archatl        Sun: 8:30 am, 11:00 am & 
            1:00 pm (Spanish) 
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        ____________________________________________ 
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         Office Manager      Saturday: 3:30 pm – 4:15 pm ( or by appt.) 
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      Joan Furst                            Church Office   Phone: (706) 745-6400 

      Dir. Of Religious Education     3717 Hwy 515 

       Joe Kwiatkowski     Blairsville, GA. 30512 

       Adult Faith Formation        

       Colleen Orchanian     Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 

       Music Director      E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com 

       Marianne Engelmann    Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com 
 

     

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

 



Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
June 23 , 2019 

Mass Intentions June 22st  –June 28th  
Sat  4:30 pm  +Hank Badach  
        By Ginny Badach  
Sun 8:30 am + Kevin Kristhardt 
                                   By Bill & Dorothy Calise    
Sun 11:00 am + Babies Spiritually Adopted by the Parish 
       By Ralph & Yoli Cory 
Mon 9 am   Rashmi Shroff 
       By Jim Brown 
Tue   9 am + Barbara Gruensteidl 
      By The Grizio Family 
Wed 9am + Matthew Brusca 
       By JanetMorgan 
Thur 9 am + Richard Jette 
       By Janet Morgan 
Fri 9 am Jan Phillips 
       By Joan Furst 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR JUNE 23-29 
Sunday 

9:45 am Bible Chat  Room 11 
 

Monday 
10:00 am Bible Study  Room 6 
7:00 pm Bible Study  Room 6 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am Light Weigh  Room 11 
1:00 pm Life & Dignity  Room 6 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 am Prayer Group  Room 11 
5:30 pm Eat Well/Pray Well Conf. Room  
6:00 pm Young Adult Dinner Room 6 
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group Church 
 

Thursday 
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle Room 6 
10:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Conf. Room 
4:00 pm Choir   Church 
6:30 pm Men’s Group  Conf. Room 
 

Friday 
No Scheduled Events 

Saturday 
No Scheduled Events 

 

Offertory June 15th & 16th   
First Collection: $6851.00 
Second Collection:      $2122.00   Debt Reduction 

Readings: The Week of June 23nd  - June 29th  
Sunday – Corpus Christi 

Gn 14:18-20    1Cor 11:23-26  Lk 9:11-17 
Monday – Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Is 49:1-6  Acts 13:22-26  Lk 1:57-60 
Tuesday   

Gn 13:2-18  Mt 7:6-14 
Wednesday  

Gn 15:1-12,17-18 Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday – St. Cyril of Alexandria 

Gn 16:1-16  Mt 7:21-29 
Friday – Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Ez 34:11-16  Lk 15:3-7 
Saturday – Sts. Peter & Paul 

Acts 12:1-11  Mt 16:13-19 
 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
John Plankey   Nick & Janice Barlotta 
David Drake   Fr. G’s  mom 
Fr. Gary Burkhart  Pam Terranova 
Roseanne Ashley  Marge Breslin 
Ken Voss   Emil Teranova 
Bill Eckstein   Jean Hiler, ofs 
Pat Smith   Judy Smith 
Robert Hafer   Ray Fiore 
Jack Gallagher   Margaret McCamy 
Joan Tufford   JoJo O’Neil 
Carol Eckstein   Donald Elyard 
Bev Schutt   Irene Tisdale 
Julie Waltz   Raymond Waltz 
 
Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 

 
Prayer for Healing 

 
Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness 
and disease.  Restore strength to their bodies and joy 
to their spirit, so that in the renewed health, they may 
bless and serve you, now and forevermore. 



 Saint John the 
Baptist’s Story 

Jesus called John the 
greatest of all those who 
had preceded him: “I tell 
you, among those born of 
women, no one is greater 
than John….” But John 
would have agreed 
completely with what 
Jesus added: “[Y]et the 
least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he” 
(Luke 7:28). 

John spent his time in the 
desert, an ascetic. He began to announce the coming 
of the Kingdom, and to call everyone to a fundamental 
reformation of life. His purpose was to prepare the 
way for Jesus. His baptism, he said, was for 
repentance. But one would come who would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. John was not worthy even 
to untie his sandals. His attitude toward Jesus was: 
“He must increase; I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

John was humbled to find among the crowd of sinners 
who came to be baptized the one whom he already 
knew to be the Messiah. “I need to be baptized by 
you” (Matthew 3:14b). But Jesus insisted, “Allow it 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness” (Matthew 3:15b). Jesus, true and 
humble human as well as eternal God, was eager to 
do what was required of any good Jew. Jesus thus 
publicly entered the community of those awaiting the 
Messiah. But making himself part of that community, 
he made it truly messianic. 

The greatness of John, his pivotal place in the history 
of salvation, is seen in the great emphasis Luke gives 
to the announcement of his birth and the event itself—
both made prominently parallel to the same 
occurrences in the life of Jesus. John attracted 
countless people to the banks of the Jordan, and it 
occurred to some people that he might be the 
Messiah. But he constantly deferred to Jesus, even to 
sending away some of his followers to become the 
first disciples of Jesus. 

Perhaps John’s idea of the coming of the Kingdom of 
God was not being perfectly fulfilled in the public 
ministry of Jesus. For whatever reason, when he was 
in prison he sent his disciples to ask Jesus if he was 
the Messiah. Jesus’ answer showed that the Messiah 
was to be a figure like that of the Suffering Servant in 
Isaiah. John himself would share in the pattern of 
messianic suffering, losing his life to the revenge of 
Herodias. 

    GRANT AWARDED 

St Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 
Blairsville is pleased to 
announce that we have 
received a parish 
enrichment grant award 

of $1,000 from the 
Catholic Foundation of 

North Georgia.  These funds will be 
used to provide an affordable opportunity 
for 55 youth, young adults and families to step out in 
faith via the National March for Life, enriching and 
inspiring a new generation of sanctity-of-life 
supporters.       

BAKE SALE 
We will be having a Bake Sale 

next weekend on June 29th & 

30th.  This sale is a fundraiser 

to defray the cost of a bus for 

an overnight trip for those 

interested in attending the 

47th Annual March for Life in 

Washington, D.C., marching to the Supreme Court. 

The trip is being planned by the Human Life & Dignity 

Committee (Respect Life).  Can you help us stand for 

life?  Please come prepared to take home some of the 

best baked goods anywhere this side of the Missisippi! 

 
In anticipation of the pending semi-retirement of 
our financial assistant, Joan Furst, the parish is 
seeking individuals who have experience in 
accounting/ bookkeeping/ finance.  This is a part-
time position, and involves bill processing, invoice 
coding, and other related tasks.  Anyone with 
interest is asked to drop a resume’ by the 
office.  Thank you. 

 
Tune to the Quest 1160 AM. 

Atlanta Catholic Radio. 
LIVESTREAM AUDIO 

www.theQuestAtlanta.com. 
 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/martyrdom-of-john-the-baptist/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/martyrdom-of-john-the-baptist/


Sts. Peter and Paul – June 29 

 

On June 29 the Church celebrates the feast day of Sts. 
Peter & Paul. As early as the year 258, there is 
evidence of an already lengthy tradition of celebrating 
the solemnities of both Saint Peter and Saint Paul on 
the same day. Together, the two saints are the 
founders of the See of Rome, through their preaching, 
ministry and martyrdom there. 

Peter, who was named Simon, was a fisherman of 
Galilee and was introduced to the Lord Jesus by his 
brother Andrew, also a fisherman. Jesus gave him the 
name Cephas (Petrus in Latin), which means ‘Rock,’ 
because he was to become the rock upon which Christ 
would build His Church. 

Peter was a bold follower of the Lord. He was the first 
to recognize that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God,” and eagerly pledged his fidelity until 
death. In his boldness, he also made many mistakes, 
however, such as losing faith when walking on water 
with Christ and betraying the Lord on the night of His 
passion. 

Yet despite his human weaknesses, Peter was chosen 
to shepherd God's flock. The Acts of the Apostles 
illustrates his role as head of the Church after the 
Resurrection and Ascension of Christ. Peter led the 
Apostles as the first Pope and ensured that the 
disciples kept the true faith. 

St. Peter spent his last years in Rome, leading the 
Church through persecution and eventually being 
martyred in the year 64. He was crucified upside- 

down at his own request, because he claimed he was 
not worthy to die as his Lord. 

He was buried on Vatican hill, and St. Peter's Basilica is 
built over his tomb. 

St. Paul was the Apostle of the Gentiles. His letters are 
included in the writings of the New Testament, and 
through them we learn much about his life and the 
faith of the early Church. 

Before receiving the name Paul, he was Saul, a Jewish 
pharisee who zealously persecuted Christians in 
Jerusalem. Scripture records that Saul was present at 
the martyrdom of St. Stephen. 

Saul's conversion took place as he was on his way to 
Damascus to persecute the Christian community 
there. As he was traveling along the road, he was 
suddenly surrounded by a great light from heaven. He 
was blinded and fell off his horse. He then heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” He answered: “Who are you, Lord?” Christ said: 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 

Saul continued to Damascus, where he was baptized 
and his sight was restored. He took the name Paul and 
spent the remainder of his life preaching the Gospel 
tirelessly to the Gentiles of the Mediterranean world. 

Paul was imprisoned and taken to Rome, where he 
was beheaded in the year 67. 

He is buried in Rome in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside 
the Walls. 

In a sermon in the year 395, St. Augustine of Hippo 
said of Sts. Peter and Paul: “Both apostles share the 
same feast day, for these two were one; and even 
though they suffered on different days, they were as 
one. Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we 
celebrate this day made holy for us by the apostles' 
blood. Let us embrace what they believed, their life, 
their labors, their sufferings, their preaching, and their 
confession of faith.” 

LOOKING FOR A BULLETIN?? 
We receive requests from those who do not receive a 
bulletin for various reasons on Sunday about how to get a 
copy.  Be aware that bulletins are always available on our 
website, www.stfrancisblairsville.com, under the heading 
of “Bulletins”.  They are in PDF format, and can be 
downloaded and printed.  Current and prior bulletins are  
available going back to 2017. 

http://www.stfrancisblairsville.com/


FALLL FESTIVAL UPDATE 

It’s that time again! 

This year’s Fall 

Festival will be held 

September 27 & 28th. 

The Festival will run 

ONLY on Friday and 

Saturday, with no sales on Sunday, a day of rest 

dedicated to God and family. Items will be available for 

pick up and food sales will continue on Sunday.  

I’m happy to announce that Bill Lyons has agreed to 

be the Festival Committee Chairman this year. Tim 

Massey and Bill Haller will assist as co-coordinators. 

I’m very grateful to Jason Burrell for his hard work 

over the past few years coordinating the Festival.  

OLD RECTORY UPDATE 

If an effort to make sure the old rectory was a safe, 

healthy and suitable space in which our festival 

volunteers could work, we had professionals evaluate 

the structure and the environment. After determining 

the structure was sound we treated the environment 

and undertook some additional renovations to create a 

better space in which to work. Unfortunately, costs ran 

over due to unforeseen problems, beyond the initial 

budgeted amount, and work was paused to reassess 

how to proceed. Modest renovations will be done in 

order to make the building an adequate work space in 

time for this year’s festival while any other uses for the 

building may evolve in the future.   

We are anticipating the work to be completed by the 

end of July. This will delay the intake process for the 

Festival.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — we need a LOT of 

volunteers to help with intake processing, given the 

reduced time frame leading up to the Festival this 

year! Please contact the parish office to sign up!  

Saint Cyril of Alexandria’s Story 

Saints are 
not born 
with halos 
around their 
heads. Cyril, 
recognized 
as a great 
teacher of 
the Church, 
began his 

career as archbishop of Alexandria, Egypt, with 
impulsive, often violent, actions. He pillaged and 
closed the churches of the Novatian heretics—who 
required those who denied the faith to be re-
baptized—participated in the deposing of Saint John 
Chrysostom, and confiscated Jewish property, 
expelling the Jews from Alexandria in retaliation for 
their attacks on Christians. 

Cyril’s importance for theology and Church history lies 
in his championing the cause of orthodoxy against the 
heresy of Nestorius, who taught that in Christ there 
were two persons, one human and one divine. 

The controversy centered around the two natures in 
Christ. Nestorius would not agree to the title “God-
bearer” for Mary. He preferred “Christ-bearer,” saying 
there are two distinct persons in Christ—divine and 
human—joined only by a moral union. He said Mary 
was not the mother of God but only of the man Christ, 
whose humanity was only a temple of God. 
Nestorianism implied that the humanity of Christ was 
a mere disguise. 

Presiding as the pope’s representative at the Council 
of Ephesus in 431, Cyril condemned Nestorianism and 
proclaimed Mary truly the “God-bearer”—the mother 
of the one Person who is truly God and truly human. 
In the confusion that followed, Cyril was deposed and 
imprisoned for three months, after which he was 
welcomed back to Alexandria. 

Besides needing to soften some of his opposition to 
those who had sided with Nestorius, Cyril had 
difficulties with some of his own allies, who thought 
he had gone too far, sacrificing not only language but 
orthodoxy. Until his death, his policy of moderation 
kept his extreme partisans under control. On his 
deathbed, despite pressure, he refused to condemn 

the teacher of Nestorius. 



The Most Sacred  

Heart of Jesus – June 28th  
 

The Friday that 

follows the 

Second Sunday in 

Time after 

Pentecost is the 

Feast of the 

Sacred Heart 

which brings to 

mind all the 

attributes of His 

Divine Heart. 

Many Catholics 

prepare for this 

Feast by beginning a Novena to the Sacred Heart on 

the Feast of Corpus Christi, which is the Thursday of 

the week before. On the Feast of the Sacred Heart 

itself, we can gain a plenary indulgence by making 

an Act of Reparation to the Sacred Heart. 

  

From the earliest days of the Church, "Christ's open 

side and the mystery of blood and water were 

meditated upon, and the Church was beheld 

issuing from the side of Jesus, as Eve came forth 

from the side of Adam. It is in the eleventh and 

twelfth centuries that we find the first unmistakable 

indications of devotion to the Sacred Heart. 

Through the wound in the side, the wound in 

the Heart was gradually reached, and the wound in 

the Heart symbolized the wound of love." (Catholic 

Encyclopedia) 

  

This general devotion arose first in Benedictine and 

Cistercian monasteries of that time, especially in 

response to the devotion of St. Gertrude the Great, 

but specific devotions became popularized when St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690), a Visitation 

nun, had a personal revelation involving a series of 

visions of Christ as she prayed before the Blessed 

Sacrament. She wrote, "He disclosed to me the 

marvels of his Love and the inexplicable secrets of 

his Sacred Heart." Christ emphasized to her His love 

-- and His woundedness caused by Man's 

indifference to this love. 

 He promised that, in response to those who 

consecrate themselves and make reparations to His 

Sacred Heart, that:   

 He will give them all the graces necessary in 

their state of life. 

 He will establish peace in their homes. 

 He will comfort them in all their afflictions. 

 He will be their secure refuge during life, and 

above all, in death. 

 He will bestow abundant blessings upon all 

their undertakings. 

 Sinners will find in His Heart the source and 

infinite ocean of mercy. 

 Lukewarm souls shall become fervent. 

 Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high 

perfection. 

 He will bless every place in which an image of 

His Heart is exposed and honored. 

 He will give to priests the gift of touching the 

most hardened hearts. 

 Those who shall promote this devotion shall 

have their names written in His Heart. 

 In the excessive mercy of His Heart that His all-

powerful love will grant to all those who receive 

Holy Communion on the First Fridays in nine 

consecutive months the grace of final 

perseverance; they shall not die in His disgrace, 

nor without receiving their sacraments. His 

divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in this 

last moment. 

FATHER GUARAV FAREWELL : 

 
As was communicated earlier in the week on 

Tuesday, Father Gaurav’s travel plans were 

hastened due to his mother’s health situation.  

As a result, the farewell party that was planned 

for this weekend has been canceled.   

 

Also, for anyone wishing to contact Father 

Gaurav, his email, gshroff@gmail.com is still 

viable, and via snail mail, his address in India is: 

   

26 Amee Society 
Diwalipura 
Vadodara 390007 
India 

Let us all keep Father Gaurav, his mom Rashmi, 

and all of his family in our prayers at this time. 

mailto:gshroff@gmail.com


Blessed and Given: Scott 

Hahn Reflects on the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy 

Body & Blood of Christ 

 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 14:18–20        Psalm 110:1–4 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26   Luke 9:11–17 
 
At the dawn of salvation history, God revealed our future 
in figures. That’s what’s going on in today’s First Reading: A 
king and high priest comes from Jerusalem (see Psalm 
76:3), offering bread and wine to celebrate the victory of 
God’s beloved servant, Abram, over his foes. 
 
By his offering, Melchizedek bestows God’s blessings on 
Abram. He is showing us, too, how one day we will receive 
God’s blessings and in turn “bless God”—how we will give 
thanks to Him for delivering us from our enemies, sin and 
death. 
 
As Paul recalls in today’s Epistle, Jesus transformed the sign 
of bread and wine, making it a sign of His Body and Blood, 
through which God bestows upon us the blessings of His 
“new covenant.” 
 
Jesus is “the priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek,” that God, in today’s Psalm, swears will rule 
from Zion, the new Jerusalem (see Hebrews 6:20–7:3). 
By the miracle of loaves and fishes, Jesus in today’s Gospel 
again prefigures the blessings of the Eucharist. 
 
Notice that He takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it, and 
gives it to the Twelve. You find the precise order and words 
in the Last Supper (see Luke 22:19) and in His celebration 
of the Eucharist on the first Easter night (see Luke 24:30). 
 
The Eucharist fulfills the offering of Melchizedek. It is the 
daily miracle of the heavenly high priesthood of Jesus. 
It is a priesthood He conferred upon the Apostles in 
ordering them to feed the crowd, in filling exactly twelve 
baskets with leftover bread, in commanding them on the 
night He was handed over: “Do this in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 
Through His priests He still feeds us in “the deserted place” 
of our earthly exile. And by this sign He pledges to us a 
glory yet to come. For as often as we share in His body and 
blood, we proclaim His victory over death, until He comes 
again to make His victory our own. 

 

Lecturas:  
 
Génesis 14: 18-20  
Salmo 110: 1-4 1  
Corintios 11: 23–26  
Lucas 9: 11–17  
 
 
En los albores de la historia 
de la salvación, Dios reveló 
nuestro futuro en cifras. 
Eso es lo que está pasando 
en la primera lectura de 
hoy: un rey y sumo 
sacerdote viene de 

Jerusalén (ver Salmo 76: 3), que ofrece pan y vino 
para celebrar la victoria del amado siervo de Dios, 
Abram, sobre sus enemigos.  
 
Por su ofrenda, Melquisedec otorga las bendiciones 
de Dios a Abram. También nos está mostrando cómo 
un día recibiremos las bendiciones de Dios y, a su 
vez, "bendeciremos a Dios", cómo le daremos gracias 
a Él por librarnos de nuestros enemigos, el pecado y 
la muerte.  
 
Como Pablo recuerda en la Epístola de hoy, Jesús 
transformó la señal del pan y el vino, convirtiéndola en 
una señal de Su Cuerpo y Sangre, a través de la cual 
Dios nos otorga las bendiciones de Su "nuevo pacto".  
 
Jesús es "el sacerdote para siempre según el orden 
de Melquisedec", que Dios, en el Salmo de hoy, jura 
que gobernará desde Sión, la nueva Jerusalén (véase 
Hebreos 6: 20–7: 3). Por el milagro de los panes y los 
peces, Jesús, en el Evangelio de hoy, prefigura 
nuevamente las bendiciones de la Eucaristía.  
 
Note que Él toma el pan, lo bendice, lo rompe y se lo 
da a los Doce. Encontrará el orden y las palabras 
exactas en la Última Cena (vea Lucas 22:19) y en Su 
celebración de la Eucaristía en la primera noche de 
Pascua (vea Lucas 24:30).  
 
La Eucaristía cumple la ofrenda de Melquisedec. Es el 
milagro diario del sumo sacerdocio celestial de Jesús. 
Es un sacerdocio que Él confirió a los Apóstoles al 
ordenarles que alimenten a la multitud, que llenen 
exactamente doce canastas con el pan sobrante, al 
mandarles la noche que fue entregado: "Haz esto en 
memoria mía".  
 
A través de Sus sacerdotes, Él todavía nos alimenta 
en "el lugar desierto" de nuestro exilio terrenal. Y por 
esta señal nos promete una gloria por venir. Porque 
con la frecuencia que compartimos en Su cuerpo y 
sangre, proclamamos Su victoria sobre la muerte, 
hasta que Él venga nuevamente para hacer de Su 
victoria la nuestra. 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=9b3e47c054&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=4eebdff836&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=defce5b624&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=454521ee12&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=1ca8e198b5&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=1ca8e198b5&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=d3c1c1f336&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=692d5a824f&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=4aeecfe0cb&e=8784db04b9

