
  

Welcome to our        January 19, 2020 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

 

Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…… 

 
Archdiocese of Atlanta 

       Deacon Larry Casey    Mass Times:  Sat: 4:30 pm - Vigil 
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 Deacon J.P. McGuire – Administrator     1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                  

         Business Manager     Communion Svc:  Mon - Fri:  9:00 am 
 Jim Gioia         ____________________________________________ 
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       Rita Baker      

               Church Office   Phone: (706) 745-6400 

        Dir. Of Religious Education     3717 Hwy 515 

       Joe Kwiatkowski     Blairsville, GA. 30512 

          Adult Faith Formation     

        Colleen Orchanian     Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm  

          Music Director     E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com 

        Marianne Engelmann         Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com     
 

 



January 19, 2020
. Mass Intentions 

 
Sat. 4:30 PM     People of St. Francis 
                                                  
                                                               
Sun 8:30 AM                Kathleen O’Donnell 
                                                        By Sr. Eileen O’Donnell 
                   
Sun  11:00 AM     Guardians of the Blessed Sacrament    
 

  WEEKLY CALENDAR Jan 19th – 25th 
                                           SUNDAY    
 9:45 am              Bible Chat                          Room 11 
 9:45 am              Catechism                          Lower Marian Hall 
 5:00 pm              Youth Group                     Marian Hall 
 
                                               Monday   
10:00 am             Romans Study                  Marian Hall 
  7:00 pm             Romans Study                  Marian Hall    
                                     
                                              Tuesday 
 9:50  am             Weight on Lord                 Room 11 
10:00 am             Book Club                          Room   7   
 

Wednesday 
10:00  am  Prayer Group                   Room 11     
   6:00 pm            Young Adults                      Room  7           
   6:00 pm            R.C.I.A.                                 Room  11 
   7:00 pm            Spanish Prayer Group       Church 
 
                                          Thursday  
 10:00 am             SVdP  Meeting                   Conference Rm. 
  2:00  pm             Koffee  Klatch                     Marian  Hall  
  4:00  pm             Choir                                    Church 
 
                                           Friday 
                                    No Activities 
 
                                          Saturday   
                                    No Activities 
 

Offertory Jan. 11th & 12th     
First Collection    $7,323.00 
Online Giving  $1,155.00 
Second Collection       $1,064.00 – Georgia Bulletin  

2020 Mass Intentions 
As a reminder, the Mass Intentions Book for 2020 is 
open, and intentions are  limited at this point of the 
year to weekend Masses only, until we return to a 
daily Mass schedule.  Please call the office to arrange 
for any Mass intentions. 

Readings: The Week of January 19th – 25th    
Sunday-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
IS  43:3,5-6     1 COR 1:1-3       JN  1:29-3 

Monday-St. Fabian 
1 SM 15:16-23                               MK 2:18-22 

Tuesday- St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 
1 SM 16:1-13                                 MK 2:23-28 

Wednesday-Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children 

1 SM 17:32-33, 37, 40-51            MK 3:1-6 
Thursday-St. Vincent 

1 SM 18:6-9, 19:1-7                      MK 3-7-12 
Friday –Memorial of St. Francis de Sales 

1 SM 24:3-21                                 MK 3:13-19 
Saturday-Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle 

ACT 22:3-16                                   MK 16:15-18 

 

Prayer Requests 
Ralph Conti   Mary Pierson 
David Drake   Fr. Gary Burkhart 
Ann Jacques   Barbara Lewis 
Bruce & Stephanie Miller Elizabeth Smith 
Ken Voss   Jeanine Visage 
Ray Kelly   Jean Hiler, ofs 
Pat Smith   Roseanne Denchy 
Robert Hafer   Julie Waltz 
Jack Gallagher   Ginny Sauer 
Buddy Mawyer                William McConnell 
Megan Harrell   Donald Elyard 
Bev Schutt   Irene Tisdale 
Julie Waltz   Adam Chedister 
Todd Smith   Edward Stuart 
Glenn Haney   Victoria Hamel 
George Ponzio   Jean Caputa 
Lamar Buckner   
    

Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 
 

Prayer for Healing 
Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness and 
disease.  Restore strength to their bodies and joy to their 
spirit, so that in their renewed health, they may bless and 
serve you, now and forevermore. 



A Note …from the desk of   
Deacon John Paul 

Last week we had the first 
Finance and Liturgy Advisory 
Committee meetings of 2020. 
This week I’d like to share the 
Finance Advisory Committee 
portion.  The bottom line is 
that the parish is in sound 
financial shape.  With the 

committee’s advice, I approved the following 
recommendations: 
 
- The dehumidification of the “Old Rectory”.  This will 
protect the investment we made in the building last 
year. 
 
-The repair of the steps and ramp of the old rectory, 
plus any needed maintenance to the porch. 
 
-Completion of the first floor.  The plan is to turn the 
building into a 12 month, ministry friendly facility, 
instead of only a 3 month closet for the Fall Festival. 
-The walkway from the upper parking lot to the bridge 
and lower lot.  Look for this renovation closer to 
spring time. 
 
-Maintenance to the grounds and future plans for St. 
Clare’s Garden.  Also, look for this project to be done 
in the spring. 
 
I want to thank the Finance Advisory Council: Joe 
O’Brien, Chair, Mary Shepherd-Rehling, Linda Tuzzolo, 
John Cone and Sharon Horinek, along with Rita, Jim 
and Lew Gebhardt, from the Building Committee, for 
their sound advice.   
 
Thanks in advance for circling the date of February 
15th, from 9 am – 12 noon to help clean the Church.  
Come join me and clean your favorite part of the 
Church.  It will be fun!  And lunch will be served. 
 
Thanks also  to all who participated in our Spiritual 
Adoption program.  Our prayers make a huge 
difference! 
 
And thank you for your prayers and encouragement! 
  
+ God Bless, 
DJP 

The Value of Silence 
Entry 552: The Holy Spirit does not speak to 
a soul that is distracted and garrulous. He 
speaks by His quiet inspirations to a soul 
that is recollected, to a soul that knows how 
to keep silence. 
 

In this Entry, from the Diary 
of St. Faustina, we find out 
exactly how Jesus feels 
about silence, and talkative 
souls.  This past week, our 
readings for Wednesday 
involved Samuel not 
realizing that the Lord was 

trying  to speak to him.  After Eli directed him to 
respond “Speak Lord, for your servant is 
LISTENING”……he was able to fulfill God’s will, and 
become a prophet of the Lord.  
 
Let us do our best then, at the very least, to set aside 
the Sanctuary of the Church as a place for the silence 
that Jesus seeks.  In order to hear His voice, so that we 
may discern His will for us.  And kindly reserve 
personal conversation to the doors beyond the 
Sanctuary.  Jesus will be well pleased. 
 

Healing Mission 
Father Albert MacPherson is 
coming to St. Francis for a 
Healing Mission. 
 
He will be with us on January 
25-29 . We will have Mass 
and healing prayer at 6:30 

PM each evening.  Please mark your calendars, 
and plan to join us to experience the wonders 
that the Holy Spirit has planned for those who 
come to seek Him out. 

OFFICE CLOSED  
The Church office will be closed, 

This Monday, January 20th in honor of 
the Martin Luther King, Jr.  holiday.  As 
a reminder, the postal service and all 
financial institutions are also closed. 



Saint Francis de Sales’ Story 

Francis was destined by 
his father to be a lawyer 
so that the young man 
could eventually take his 
elder’s place as a 
senator from the 
province of Savoy in 
France. For this reason 
Francis was sent to 
Padua to study law. 
After receiving his 
doctorate, he returned 
home and, in due time, 
told his parents he 
wished to enter the 

priesthood. His father strongly opposed Francis in this, and 
only after much patient persuasiveness on the part of the 
gentle Francis did his father finally consent. Francis was 
ordained and elected provost of the Diocese of Geneva, 
then a center for the Calvinists. Francis set out to convert 
them, especially in the district of Chablais. By preaching 
and distributing the little pamphlets he wrote to explain 
true Catholic doctrine, he had remarkable success. 

At 35, he became bishop of Geneva. While administering 
his diocese he continued to preach, hear confessions, and 
catechize the children. His gentle character was a great 
asset in winning souls. He practiced his own axiom, “A 
spoonful of honey attracts more flies than a barrelful of 
vinegar.” 
 
Besides his two well-known books, the Introduction to the 
Devout Life and A Treatise on the Love of God, he wrote 
many pamphlets and carried on a vast correspondence. For 
his writings, he has been named patron of the Catholic 
Press. His writings, filled with his characteristic gentle 
spirit, are addressed to lay people. He wants to make them 
understand that they too are called to be saints. As he 
wrote in The Introduction to the Devout Life: “It is an error, 
or rather a heresy, to say devotion is incompatible with the 
life of a soldier, a tradesman, a prince, or a married 
woman…. It has happened that many have lost perfection 
in the desert who had preserved it in the world.” 
 
In spite of his busy and comparatively short life, he had 
time to collaborate with another saint, Jane Frances de 
Chantal, in the work of establishing the Sisters of the 
Visitation. These women were to practice the virtues 
exemplified in Mary’s visit to Elizabeth: humility, piety, and 
mutual charity. They at first engaged to a limited degree in 
works of mercy for the poor and the sick. Today, while 
some communities conduct schools, others live a strictly 
contemplative life. 
 

 
Reflection: 
Francis de Sales took seriously the words of Christ, “Learn 
of me for I am meek and humble of heart.” As he said 
himself, it took him 20 years to conquer his quick temper, 
but no one ever suspected he had such a problem, so 
overflowing with good nature and kindness was his usual 
manner of acting. His perennial meekness and sunny 
disposition won for him the title of “Gentleman Saint.” 
 
Saint Francis de Sales is the Patron Saint of:   
Authors 
Deafness 
Journalists 
Writers 

 
The next meeting for Women’s Guild will be 
Tuesday, January 21 at 10:00 AM in Marian 
Hall. All women of the parish are invited to 
join us for Breakfast and Bunco. Don’t worry if 
you don’t know how to play, we’ll teach you! 

 

It's that time again where YOU can 
be a HERO ......and save a life! 
How?  By donating blood to the 
American Red Cross, when they set 
up shop in Marian Hall, on Saturday, 
February 1st.  Just go online to  
www.redcrossblood.org, and 
schedule a time between 12 noon 
and 5PM......and SAVE A LIFE!! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


JANUARY 22:   DAY OF PRAYER 

FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION 

OF UNBORN CHILDREN 
 

 
 
The over 56 million abortions since the 1973 decisions 
of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton reflect with 
heartbreaking magnitude what Pope Francis means by a 
“throwaway culture.” However, we have great trust in 
God’s providence. We are reminded time and again in 
Scripture to seek the Lord’s help, and as people of faith, we 
believe that our prayers are heard. 
 
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 
373, designates January 22 as a particular day of prayer 
and penance, called the "Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children”: “In all the Dioceses of the 
United States of America, January 22 (or January 23, when 
January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a 
particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal 
guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations 
to the dignity of the human person committed through 
acts of abortion.” 
 
A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which 

will rise up throughout the world. Through special 

initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea 

rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every 

Christian community, from every group and association, 

from every family and from the heart of every believer. 

 

Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 100* 

 

As individuals, we are called to observe this day through 
the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving 
alms. Another way to take part is through participating in 
special events to observe the anniversary of Roe v. Wade. 

 

 

Please keep all of our faithful parishioners in your prayers 
who will be heading to Washington D.C. to March for LIFE 
this week.  They will be leaving on Thursday, January 23rd, 
and returning on Saturday, January 25th.  While not 
everyone may be able to attend the event in Washington, 
we can all be prayer warriors for the least of our brothers 
and sisters, those without a voice, the unborn in the 
womb!! 

Sacraments 
Sacrament of Baptism:  Before scheduling an Infant 
Baptism, both parents and godparents are required to 
attend the Baptismal Preparation Class.  Parents must 
be active and practicing members of the Parish in 
order to schedule the Baptism date.  To register for 
the class, please contact Jason Burrell, at (706) 905-
0378, or by email, at Jason@volatilityedge.com.  

Sacrament of Matrimony:   Couples are required to 
contact one of our deacons at least 9 months before 
they wish to marry, to arrange for instructions and 
spiritual preparation for the Sacrament. 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick:  The Sacrament   
will typically be conferred on the first weekend of the 
month.  Anyone wishing to receive the Anointing is 
asked to remain in their pew following Mass, at which 
time the celebrating priest shall remain after dismissal 
to anoint those in need. 

Communion of the Sick: Please advise Jerry Rousseau 
of anyone admitted to the hospital, or who is 
homebound and in need of the Ministry of the 
Infirmed.  Jerry can be reached at (706) 994-7264, or 
by email at LGR@windstream.net.  

The Annulment Process: Anyone seeking to pursue an 
annulment can contact either  Jason Burrell, at (706) 
905-0378, or by email, at JBurrell@ArchAdvocate.com  
OR Caroline Lucas, at CLucas@ArchAdvocate.com.    

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/index.cfm
mailto:Jason@volatilityedge.com
mailto:LGR@windstream.net
mailto:JBurrell@ArchAdvocate.com
mailto:CLucas@ArchAdvocate.com


St. Agnes 
 

St. Agnes of Rome was 
born in 291 AD and 
raised in a Christian 
family. Agnes was very 
beautiful and belonged 
to a wealthy family. Her 
hand in marriage was 
highly sought after, and 
she had many high 
ranking men chasing 
after her. However, 
Agnes made a promise to 
God never to stain her 
purity. Her love for the 
Lord was great and she 
hated sin even more than 
death! 

 
Whenever a man wished to marry Agnes, she would always 
say, "Jesus Christ is my only Spouse." 
 
According to legend, the young men she turned away 
became so angry and insulted by her devotion to God and 
purity that they began to submit her name to authorities as 
a Christian follower. 
 
In one incident, Procop, the Governor's son, became very 
angry when she refused him. He tried to win her for his 
wife with rich gifts and promises, but the beautiful young 
girl kept saying, "I am already promised to the Lord of the 
Universe. He is more splendid than the sun and the stars, 
and He has said He will never leave me!" 
 
In great anger, Procop accused her of being a Christian and 
brought her to his father, the Governor. The Governor 
promised Agnes wonderful gifts if she would only deny 
God, but Agnes refused. He tried to change her mind by 
putting her in chains, but her lovely face shone with joy. 
Next he sent her to a place of sin, but an Angel protected 
her. At last, she was condemned to death. Even the pagans 
cried to see such a young and beautiful girl going to death. 
Yet, Agnes was as happy as a bride on her wedding day. 
She did not pay attention to those who begged her to save 
herself. "I would offend my Spouse," she said, "if I were to 
try to please you. He chose me first and He shall have me!" 
Then she prayed and bowed her head for the death-stroke 
of the sword. 
 
Other accounts of Agnes' life hold the Prefect Sempronius 
responsible for her martyrdom. It is said he condemned the 
young girl to be dragged through the streets naked. Some 
versions of the legend state that Agnes' hair grew instantly 

to cover her entire body and all the men who attempted to 
rape the beautiful virgin were immediately struck blind. 
The stories go on to explain that another man presided 
over Agnes' trial after Sempronius excused himself. The 
new man sentenced Agnes to death. At first, Agnes was 
tied to a stake, but either the wood would not burn or the 
flames parted away from her. This prompted an officer to 
draw his sword and behead the girl. It is believed that her 
blood, which poured out to the stadium, was soaked up 
with cloths by Christians.  She died a virgin-martyr at the 
age of 12 or 13 on 21 January 304. 
 
In 1858, Father Caspar Rehrl, an Austrian missionary 
founded the Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes. 
St. Agnes is widely known as the patron saint of young girls. 
She is also the patron saint of chastity, rape survivors and 
the Children of Mary. She is often represented with a lamb, 
the symbol of her virgin innocence, and a palm branch, like 
other martyrs. She is shown as a young girl in robes holding 
a palm branch with the lamb either at her feet or in her 
arms. 
 
Her feast day is celebrated on January 21. On her feast day, 
it is customary for two lambs to be brought in to be blessed 
by the pope. On Holy Thursday the lambs' wool is removed 
and woven into the pallium the pope gives to a newly 
consecrated archbishop as a sign of his power and union 
with the pope 

 

The Way for Women:   

A Healing Retreat 
for Female Survivors of Abuse 

 
The Way for Women is a 3-day retreat for adult 
female survivors of abuse offered by the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance 
Program January 31-February 2, 2020 at Carmel 
Retreat Center in Hochston, Georgia.  Registration 
deadline is January 24, 2020.  Please contact Sue 
Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com 
for more information. 

 
 

mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com


Perfect Offering: Scott 

Hahn Reflects on the 

Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Readings: Isaiah 49:3, 5–6   Psalm 40:2, 4, 7–10 

1 Corinthians 1:1–3  John 1:29–34 

Jesus speaks through the prophet Isaiah in today’s First 
Reading. 
 
He tells us of the mission given to Him by the Father from 
the womb: “‘You are My servant,’ He said to Me.” Servant 
and Son, our Lord was sent to lead a new exodus—to raise 
up the exiled tribes of Israel, to gather and restore them to 
God. More than that, He was to be a light to the nations, 
that God’s salvation may reach to the ends of the earth 
(see Acts 13:46–47). 
 
Before the first exodus, a lamb was offered in sacrifice and 
its blood painted on the Israelites’ door posts. The blood of 
the lamb identified their homes and the Lord “passed over” 
these in executing judgment on the Egyptians (see Exodus 
12:1–23, 27). 
 
In the new exodus, Jesus is the “Lamb of God,” as John 
beholds Him in the Gospel today (see 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 
Peter 1:18–19). Our Lord sings of this in today’s Psalm. He 
has come, He says, to offer His body to do the will of God 
(see Hebrews 10:3–13). 
 
The sacrifices, oblations, holocausts, and sin offerings given 
after the first exodus had no power to take away sins 
(see Hebrews 10:4). They were meant not to save but to 
teach (see Galatians 3:24). In offering these sacrifices, the 
people were to learn self-sacrifice—that they were made 
for worship, to offer themselves freely to God and to 
delight in His will. 
 
Only Jesus could make that perfect offering of Himself. And 
through His sacrifice, He has given us ears open to 
obedience, He has made it possible for us to hear the 
Father’s call to holiness, as Paul says in today’s Epistle. 
 
He has made us children of God, baptized in the blood of 
the Lamb (see Revelation 7:14). And we are to join our 
sacrifice to His, to offer our bodies—our lives—as living 
sacrifices in the spiritual worship of the Mass (see Romans 
12:1). 
 

 
 

Lecturas: 
Isaías 49: 3, 5–6 
Salmo 40: 2, 4, 7–10 
1 Corintios 1: 1–3 
Juan 1: 29–34 
  
Jesús habla a través del 
profeta Isaías en la primera 
lectura de hoy. 
 
Nos cuenta la misión que le 
dio el Padre desde el útero: 
"'Tú eres mi siervo', me dijo". 
Siervo e Hijo, nuestro Señor 

fue enviado para dirigir un nuevo éxodo, para levantar a las 
tribus exiliadas. de Israel, para reunirlos y restaurarlos a 
Dios. Más que eso, debía ser una luz para las naciones, 
para que la salvación de Dios llegara hasta los confines de 
la tierra (ver Hechos 13: 46–47). 
 
Antes del primer éxodo, se ofreció un cordero en sacrificio 
y su sangre pintada en los postes de las puertas de los 
israelitas. La sangre del cordero identificó sus hogares y el 
Señor "los pasó por alto" al ejecutar el juicio sobre los 
egipcios (véase Éxodo 12: 1–23, 27). 
 
En el nuevo éxodo, Jesús es el "Cordero de Dios", como 
Juan lo contempla hoy en el Evangelio (véase 1 Corintios 5: 
7; 1 Pedro 1: 18–19). Nuestro Señor canta esto en el Salmo 
de hoy. Él ha venido, dice, para ofrecer su cuerpo para 
hacer la voluntad de Dios (véase Hebreos 10: 3–13). 
 
Los sacrificios, oblaciones, holocaustos y ofrendas por el 
pecado dados después del primer éxodo no tenían poder 
para quitar los pecados (ver Hebreos 10: 4). No estaban 
destinados a salvar sino a enseñar (ver Gálatas 3:24). Al 
ofrecer estos sacrificios, la gente debía aprender a 
sacrificarse a sí misma: que estaban hechos para adorar, 
para ofrecerse libremente a Dios y para deleitarse en su 
voluntad. 
 
Solo Jesús pudo hacer esa ofrenda perfecta de sí mismo. Y 
a través de su sacrificio, nos ha abierto los oídos para la 
obediencia, ha hecho posible que escuchemos el llamado 
del Padre a la santidad, como dice Pablo en la Epístola de 
hoy. 
 
Nos ha hecho hijos de Dios, bautizados en la sangre del 
Cordero (véase Apocalipsis 7:14). Y debemos unir nuestro 
sacrificio al suyo, ofrecer nuestros cuerpos, nuestras vidas, 
como sacrificios vivos en la adoración espiritual de la Misa 
(véase Romanos 12: 1). 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=ae4342cc7c&e=8784db04b9
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