
  

Welcome to our        February 23, 2020 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

 

Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…… 

 
Archdiocese of Atlanta 

       Deacon Larry Casey    Mass Times:  Sat: 4:30 pm - Vigil 

        Deacon Paul Dietz              Sun: 8:30 am, 11:00 am 

 Deacon J.P. McGuire – Administrator     1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                  

         Business Manager     Communion Svc:  Mon - Fri:  9:00 am 
 Jim Gioia         ____________________________________________ 

        Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
          Office Assistant        Sat: 3:30 pm – 4:15 pm  
 Lisa Howard     Eucharistic Adoration: 
        Finance Manager                Mon. – Fri.  9:45 am – 12 noon                                               
       Rita Baker      

               Church Office   Phone: (706) 745-6400 

        Dir. Of Religious Education     3717 Hwy 515 

       Joe Kwiatkowski     Blairsville, GA. 30512 

          Adult Faith Formation     

        Colleen Orchanian     Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm  

          Music Director     E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com 

        Marianne Engelmann         Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com     
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Begins Wednesday, February 26 
Ash Wednesday – A day of Fast and Abstinence 
Masses at 9 am & 7 pm – distribution of ashes 

Benediction at 12 noon – followed by distribution of ashes 



February 23, 2020 
. . Mass Intentions 

Sat. 4:30 PM                Jonathan Furst 
                                               By Joan Furst                               
                         
Sun 8:30 AM      +        Ladislav Kozak 
           By Judy Supinie 
 
Sun     11:00 AM                Geneva Tigue         
                                                By Jerry & Cricket Aull  

                               

WEEKLY CALENDAR Feb 23rd - Feb 29th  
 SUNDAY  

 9:45 am              Catechism                     Lower Marian Hall 
 5:00 pm              Youth Group                 Marian Hall 
 
                                               Monday   
10:00 am            Romans Study             Marian Hall  
                                         
                                              Tuesday 
 9:50  am             Weight on the Lord      Room 11 
 1:00  pm             Life & Dignity                 Conf. Rm 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
10:00  am  Prayer Group                  Room 11     
   6:00 pm           Young Adults/Catechism      Room  7           
   7:00 pm           Spanish Prayer Group            Church 
 

Thursday 
  2:00  pm             Koffee  Klatch                    Marian  Hall  
  4:00  pm             Choir                                   Church 
  5:00  pm             Romans  Study                  Marian Hall               

                  
                                             Friday 
  6:00 pm              Simple Supper                    Marian Hall 
  7:00 pm              Stations of the Cross         Church    
   

Saturday 
  6:00 pm              Chili Cook Off & Trivia       Marian Hall 

  
Offertory Feb 15th & 16th  

First Collection    $ 6,734.00 
Online Giving  $ 2,205.00 
Second Collection        $ 1,506.00 

2020 Mass Intentions 
As a reminder, the Mass Intentions Book for 2020 is 
open, and intentions are  limited at this point of the year 
to weekend Masses only, until we return to a daily Mass 
schedule.  Please call the office to arrange for any Mass 
intentions. 

Readings: The Week of Feb 23rd  -  Feb 29th 

Sunday – Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
LV 19:1-2, 17-18    1COR 3:16-23    MT 5:38-48 

Monday 
JAS 3:13-18                 MK 9:14-29 

Tuesday 
JAS 4:1-10                   MK 9:30-3 
Wednesday-Ash Wednesday 

JAS 2:12-18                 MT 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday 

DT 30:15-20                 LK 9:22-25 
Friday 

IS 58:1-9A                  MT 9:14-15 
Saturday 

IS 58:9B-14                LK 5:27-32 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Judith Brickman   Judy Smith 
Fr. Gary Burkhart  Glenn Haney 
Ann Jacques   Barbara Lewis 
Edward Stuart   Donna Warren 
Carole Harahan   Charlie Gluodenis 
Robert Hafer   Mary Ann Berg 
   

Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 
 

Prayer for Healing 
Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness and 
disease.  Restore strength to their bodies and joy to their 
spirit, so that in their renewed health, they may bless and 
serve you, now and forevermore. 



A Note …from the desk of   
Deacon John Paul 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity 
to keep you updated, as I 
promised to do, with events and 
happenings around our 
beautiful parish. 

 
First…..well, the cat's out of the bag!!  A few months 
back, we learned about the possibility of acquiring the 
property adjacent to our north east border toward 
Young Harris at a rather substantially reduced price.  
This property is approximately a half acre.  The price 
was reduced from $100K to $10K, and so we began the 
process of purchasing this land, which we view as a 
possible solution to rectify our need for additional 
parking.   
 
We are in the final stages of our negotiations, but there 
are some i’s to dot, and t’s to cross, and so I did not 
want to publicize this effort without the information we 
still seek. But there have been several discussions with 
Bishop Ned, and he mentioned our interest in the land 
last weekend during his Town Hall talks.   
 
I will keep you fully apprised as this process moves 
forward.  Please pray that it works out. This purchase 
will give us flexible options long term. 
 
Second, we met with a newly formed Security Team 
consisting of parishioners who are Law enforcement 
officers and interested community members to discuss 
the security plans moving forward for our entire 
campus.    
 
One immediate need uncovered at this meeting, is a 
need to recruit additional ushers to assist us.   If this call 
rings true with you, feel free to come and see me.  I look 
forward to our good stewards stepping up!  And let us 
all be alert in terms of matters of safety and security, for 
this is our home and we all need to be vigilant when it 
comes to it being a safe environment. 
 
Further discussions are in progress about upgrading our 
property as regards safety and security, and I will report 
our strategies as they unfold.  
 

Third……doesn't the church look beautiful? The Bishop 
sure thought so.  Along with those helping hands  
mentioned  in last weeks bulletin, the following good 
stewards showed up to help as well:  Jeanne Yost, Cindy 
Kirksey and Mary Smith.  Thank You! 
 
Finally, Ash Wednesday is this week, February 26. Please 
take these last few days in Ordinary Time to properly 
prepare.  We will have many opportunities during Lent 
to grow closer as a parish family, both in terms of 
fellowship, like our Simple Suppers beginning this 
Friday, hosted by our Hispanic Community, and 
spiritually, when Bishop Ned returns to lead our Parish 
Lenten Retreat.  So why not make an effort to be more 
fully engaged this Lent, and let us pray for one 
another that this be a most meaningful preparation for 
Easter. 
 
+God bless, 

DJP 
706-455-9119 
deaconjp@stfrancisblairesvill.com 

How long 
can you 
live 
without 
food? 
 
Without 
water? 
 
Without 
air? 
 
Without 
God? 

If your answers are: about 30 days, a few days, a few 
minutes…..and….I can’t…. then realize from the 
attached picture just how relevant and important 
silence is to your spiritual survival.   In our society today, 
the incessant noise and interruptions are like fast food, 
dirty water and polluted air.  At least seek to feed your 
soul in the silence where God seeks us.  
 
Let us do our best then, at the very least, to set aside 
the Sanctuary of the Church as a place for the silence 
that Jesus seeks.  In order to hear His voice, so that we 
may discern His will for us.  And kindly reserve personal 
conversation to the doors beyond the Sanctuary.  Jesus 
will be well pleased. 

 

mailto:deaconjp@stfrancisblairesvill.com


Passing of 

Sister Rosemary Wickham, OSF 

The office has just learned 
of the passing of Sister 
Rosemary “Rosie” 
(Perpetua) Wickham.   
 
She was 98 years old when 
she died, on Saturday, 
December 8th, 2018 at 
Clare House, in the 79th 
year of her religious life. 
 
She was a member of the 

Sisters of St. Francis, in Dubuque, Iowa. 
 
Some of our longer tenured parishioners may well 
remember the ever loving smile of Sister Rosie.   
 
Eternal Rest grant to her Lord, and may perpetual light 
shine upon her.  May she, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed rest in peace. 

 
Not sure what to do between when the 
Communion Service ends, and the office opens 
at 10 am?  Eucharistic Adoration.  Daily.  At the 
end of our daily Communion Service, until 
Benediction, at 12 Noon.  Stay. And Pray. 

Tune in to Catholic Radio 

 
Or listen online, at www.thequestatlanta.com 

FACILITIES ACCESS 

Please be aware of a new policy that will be 
implemented immediately.   The upper doors to 
Marian Hall will remain locked unless there is a 
scheduled activity going on.  This policy is an 
effort to further the safety and security of those 
on our campus.  While this may on occasion be 
an inconvenience, we appreciate your 
understanding.  Thank you! 

LOCK UP!! 

A gentle reminder that when you are on Church 

grounds attending Mass, or another event, to 

make sure that you’ve locked your car (after the 

keys are in your pocket or purse) and that you’ve 

secured any valuables somewhere other than in 

plain sight on the seat.  A good policy not just for 

here……but everywhere. 



Holy as God: Scott Hahn 

Reflects on the 7th Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

Readings: Leviticus 19:1–2, 17–18 

Psalm 103:1–131 Corinthians 3:16–23 

Matthew 5:38–48 

 
We are called to the holiness of God. That is the 
extraordinary claim made in both the First Reading and 
Gospel this Sunday.  Yet how is it possible that we can be 
perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect? 
 
Jesus explains that we must be imitators of God as His 
beloved children (Ephesians 5:1–2).   As God does, we must 
love without limit—with a love that does not distinguish 
between friend and foe, overcoming evil with good 
(see Romans 12:21). 
 
Jesus Himself, in His Passion and death, gave us the perfect 
example of the love that we are called to. 
 
He offered no resistance to the evil—even though He could 
have commanded twelve legions of angels to fight alongside 
Him. He offered His face to be struck and spit upon. He 
allowed His garments to be stripped from Him. He marched 
as His enemies compelled Him to the Place of the Skull. On 
the cross He prayed for those who persecuted Him 
(see Matthew 26:53–54, 67; 27:28, 32; Luke 23:34). 
 
In all this He showed Himself to be the perfect Son of God. By 
His grace, and through our imitation of Him, He promises 
that we too can become children of our heavenly Father. 
 
God does not deal with us as we deserve, as we sing in this 
week’s Psalm. He loves us with a Father’s love. He saves us 
from ruin. He forgives our transgressions.  He loved us even 
when we had made ourselves His enemies through our 
sinfulness. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us 
(see Romans 5:8). 
 
We have been bought with the price of the blood of God’s 
only Son (see 1 Corinthians 6:20). We belong to Christ now, 
as St. Paul says in this week’s Epistle. By our baptism, we 
have been made temples of His Holy Spirit. 
 
And we have been saved to share in His holiness and 
perfection. So let us glorify Him by our lives lived in His 
service, loving as He loves. 
 

 

Lecturas:  
Levítico 19: 1–2,17–18 
Salmo 103: 1–13 
1 Corintios 3:16–23 
Mateo 5: 38–48 
 
Estamos llamados a la 
santidad de Dios. Esa es la 

afirmación extraordinaria hecha tanto en la Primera Lectura 
como en el Evangelio este domingo. Sin embargo, ¿cómo es 
posible que podamos ser perfectos como nuestro Padre en el 
cielo es perfecto? 
 
Jesús explica que debemos ser imitadores de Dios como sus 
hijos amados (Efesios 5: 1–2). Como Dios lo hace, debemos 
amar sin límites, con un amor que no distinga entre amigos y 
enemigos, venciendo el mal con el bien (ver Romanos 12:21). 
 
Jesús mismo, en su pasión y muerte, nos dio el ejemplo 
perfecto del amor al que estamos llamados. 
 
No ofreció resistencia al mal, aunque podría haber ordenado 
a doce legiones de ángeles que pelearan junto a Él. Ofreció su 
rostro para ser golpeado y escupido. Él permitió que le 
quitaran sus vestiduras. Marchó mientras sus enemigos lo 
obligaban al lugar de la calavera. En la cruz oró por los que lo 
perseguían (véase Mateo 26: 53–54, 67; 27:28, 32; Lucas 
23:34). 
 
En todo esto se mostró como el perfecto Hijo de Dios. Por Su 
gracia, y por nuestra imitación de Él, Él promete que nosotros 
también podemos llegar a ser hijos de nuestro Padre 
celestial. 
 
Dios no trata con nosotros como merecemos, como 
cantamos en el Salmo de esta semana. Nos ama con el amor 
de un padre. Nos salva de la ruina. Él perdona nuestras 
transgresiones. Él nos amaba incluso cuando nos habíamos 
convertido en sus enemigos a través de nuestra 
pecaminosidad. Mientras aún éramos pecadores, Cristo 
murió por nosotros (ver Romanos 5: 8). 
 
Hemos sido comprados con el precio de la sangre del único 
Hijo de Dios (ver 1 Corintios 6:20). Ahora pertenecemos a 
Cristo, como dice San Pablo en la Epístola de esta semana. 
Por nuestro bautismo, fuimos hechos templos de su Espíritu 
Santo. 
 
Y hemos sido salvos para compartir su santidad y perfección. 
Entonces glorifiquemoslo por nuestras vidas vividas en su 
servicio, amando como Él ama. 
 
 
 
 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=5950d64ebb&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=abd93c12c3&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=a46525bee2&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=c619f357de&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=a26495b694&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=71ef05dfbc&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=f838780c19&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=205a3f5e72&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=b03f4b9ac7&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=58c5a1ea90&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=db884e4b8f&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=d38f974330&e=8784db04b9
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Time is Running Out! 

For the Knights of Columbus VERY popular Chili 
& Trivia Night.  Tickets are $10 per person, but 
you can enter FREE with a pot of Chili for the 
Chili Cook Off Contest!  A night of fun, laughs 
and entertainment are guaranteed for all, along 
with prizes to the best and brightest teams.  
Tickets on sale after Mass this weekend or in 
the Office . 
 

SATURDAY, FEB. 29th  @ 6:00 PM 
Marian Hall 

 

Simple Suppers….. 
Start the first Friday of Lent.  Feb28th. 

   

Our Hispanic Community starts off this Lenten 
season with their ususal delicious array of soups 
to sample.  Please join us at 6 PM for fellowship 
and partake in a day of fast and abstinence with 
our St. Francis of Assisi brothers and sisters. 
 

   
 

Come Pray………! 
The Stations of the Cross. 

 
After our soup suppers, we will head over to the 
Church to pray the Stations of the Cross, at  
7 PM.  No better way to spend a Friday night!   
Please join us!

 



SHROVE TUESDAY……… 
While we are familiar 
with Ash Wednesday 
marking the beginning 
of Lent, we should also 
remember 
“Shrovetide,” the 
preceding week. 
Shrovetide is the 
English equivalent for 
“carnivale,” which is 
derived from the Latin 
words carnem levare, 
meaning “to take away 

the flesh” or carne valle, “farewell to meat.” In Germany, this 
period is called “Fasching,” and in parts of the United States, 
particularly Louisiana, Mardi gras (in French, “fat Tuesday”). 
While these days were seen as the last chance for merriment, 
and unfortunately sometimes taken to the excess, Shrovetide 
was the time to cast off things of the flesh and to prepare 
spiritually for Lent. 
 
The English term provides the best meaning for this period. 
“To shrive” meant to hear confessions. In the Anglo-Saxon 
“Ecclesiastical Institutes” (c AD 1000), during Shrovetide, the 
faithful were urged to confess their sins and receive 
absolution, i.e., be shriven, and then do penances, which 
would last into Lent. To motivate the people, special plays or 
masques were performed which portrayed the passion of 
Our Lord or final judgment. 
 
Shrovetide also condoned the partaking of pleasures from 
which a person would abstain during Lent. Shrove Tuesday 
had a special significance in England. Families prepared and 
ate pancakes so they could deplete their eggs, milk, butter, 
and fat which were part of the Lenten fast. Also, some areas 
of the church abstained from all forms of meat and animal 
products, while others made exceptions for food like fish.  
 
Having completed Shrovetide, Ash Wednesday began the 
holy season of Lent. The word Lent derives from the Anglo-
Saxon words “lencten,” meaning “spring,” and “lenctentid,” 
which literally means not only “springtide” but also was the 
word for “March,” the month in which the majority of Lent 
falls. Lent is a special time of prayer, penance, sacrifice and 
good works in preparation of the celebration of Easter. Like 
spring, Lent is meant to be a time of renewal and rebirth in 
the faith. For this reason, making a good confession and 
receiving absolution were part of the Shrovetide preparation, 
so that the penances and spiritual exercises during Lent 
would facilitate a person’s renewal. Moreover, the whole  
church is mindful of those individuals who are preparing to 
receive the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil.  Since 
the earliest times of the church, some kind of Lenten 
preparation for Easter existed. Lent became more regularized  
after the legalization of Christianity in 313 

…….ASH WEDNESDAY 
The Council of Nicea (325), 
in its disciplinary canons, 
noted that two provincial 
synods should be held each 
year, “one before the 40 
days of Lent.” St. 
Athanasius (d. 373), St. 
Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386), 
St. Cyril of Alexandria (d. 
444) and Pope St. Leo (d. 461) all mention the 40-day period 
Lenten preparation. One can safely conclude that by the end 
of the fourth century, the 40-day period of Easter 
preparation known as Lent existed, and that prayer and 
fasting constituted its primary spiritual exercises. 
 
Of course, the number 40 always has had special spiritual 
significance regarding preparation. For example, in the Old 
Testament, “Moses stayed (on Mount Sinai) with the Lord for 
40 days and 40 nights, without eating any food or drinking 
any water” (Ex 34:28). Most importantly, Jesus fasted and 
prayed for “40 days and 40 nights” in the desert before He 
began His public ministry (Mt 4:2). Our present 40-day period 
then begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at the Easter Vigil, 
excluding Sundays. (Note the new liturgical norms indicate 
that “Lent” ends at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, but the 
Lenten period of abstinence and fasting continue until the 
Easter Vigil.) 
 
The liturgical use of ashes originated in Old Testament times. 
Ashes symbolized mourning, mortality and penance. For 
example, prophesying the fall of Jerusalem, Daniel wrote, “I 
turned to the Lord God, pleading in earnest prayer, with 
fasting, sackcloth and ashes” (Dn 9:3). Jesus Himself also 
made reference to ashes: Referring to towns that refused to 
repent of sin although they had witnessed the miracles and 
heard the good news, Our Lord said, “If the miracles worked 
in you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
reformed in sackcloth and ashes long ago” (Mt 11:21). 
The early church continued the usage of ashes for the same 
symbolic reasons. For example, the priest sprinkled ashes on 
the head of the person leaving confession to do his penance. 
Eventually, the use of ashes was adapted to mark the 
beginning of Lent. The ritual for the “Day of Ashes” is found 
in the earliest editions of the Gregorian Sacramentary, which 
dates at least to the eighth century. In our present liturgy for 
Ash Wednesday, we use ashes made from the burned palm 
branches distributed on the Palm Sunday of the previous 
year. The priest blesses the ashes and imposes them on the 
foreheads of the faithful, making the sign of the cross and 
saying, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return” or “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” And with that 
profound sign, we commit ourselves on a 40-day period of 
renewal.  May we all make this Lent again a time of real 
spiritual renewal by celebrating these beautiful traditions of 
our church. 


