
  

Welcome to our        March 8, 2020 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

 

Sharing the love of Jesus in the north Georgia mountains, and beyond…… 

 
Archdiocese of Atlanta 

       Deacon Larry Casey    Mass Times:  Sat: 4:30 pm - Vigil 

        Deacon Paul Dietz              Sun: 8:30 am, 11:00 am 

 Deacon J.P. McGuire – Administrator     1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                  

         Business Manager     Communion Svc:  Mon - Fri:  9:00 am 
 Jim Gioia         ____________________________________________ 

        Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
          Office Assistant        Sat: 3:30 pm – 4:15 pm  
 Lisa Howard     Eucharistic Adoration: 
        Finance Manager                Mon. – Fri.  9:45 am – 12 noon                                               
       Rita Baker      

               Church Office   Phone: (706) 745-6400 

        Dir. Of Religious Education     3717 Hwy 515 

       Joe Kwiatkowski     Blairsville, GA. 30512 

          Adult Faith Formation     

        Colleen Orchanian     Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm  

          Music Director     E-mail: office@stfrancisblairsville.com 

        Marianne Engelmann         Website: www.stfrancisblairsville.com     
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSimple Supper – Friday at 6 PM in Marian Hall 
Stations of the Cross – Friday at 7 PM in the Church 

 



March 8, 2020 
. Mass Intentions 

Sat. 4:30 PM      +   Peggy Badach      
                                              By Ginny Badach                                                             
                         
Sun 8:30 AM      +   Bill Borowski     
                                              By Irene Mack 
 
Sun     11:00 AM           People of SFA        

WEEKLY CALENDAR Mar 8th –Mar 14th  
 SUNDAY 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS  
    9:45 am            Catechism                       Lower Marian 
Hall  
  5:00 pm              Youth Group                       Marian Hall 
 
                                               Monday   
 10:00 am            Romans Bible Study           Marian Hall  
   5:00 pm            Romans Bible Study   
                                     
                                              Tuesday 
   9:50 am             Weight on the Lord            Room 11 
10:00  am             Book Club                             Room  7 
 

Wednesday 
10:00  am  Prayer Group                      Room 11     
   6:00 pm            Young Adults/Catechism     Room  7           
   7:00 pm            Spanish Prayer Group           Church                               
 
                                          Thursday   
10:00  am             SVdP Meeting                     Conference 
Rm 
  2:00  pm             Koffee  Klatch                     Marian  Hall  
  5:30  pm             Knight’s Meeting                Marian  Hall 
  7:00  pm             Mark’s Gospel Live            Church   

                
                                             Friday 
 10:00                   Sisters in Faith                    Marian Hall 
  6:00 pm              Simple Supper                    Marian Hall 
  7:00 pm              Stations of the Cross         Church      
 

Saturday 
  1pm – 4pm         SFO                   
  6:00 pm               St. Patrick’s Dinner           Marian Hall 

Offertory Feb 29th & March 1st  
 

First Collection    $6,118.00 
Online Giving  $1,765.00 
Second Collection $1119.00 - Flowers 

Readings: The Week of Mar 8th – 14th
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
GN 12:1-4A           2TM 1:8 B-10       MT 17:1-9 

Monday – St. Frances of Rome 
DN 9:4 B-10          LK 6:36-38 

Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent 
IS 1:10, 16-20      MT 23:1-12 

Wednesday of the Second Week of Lent 
JER 18:18-20        MT 20:17-28 

Thursday of the Second Week of Lent 
JER 17:5-10           LK 16:19-31 

Friday of the Second Week of Lent 
GN 37:3-4, 12-13A, 17B-28A             MT 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday of the Second Week of Lent 
MI 7:14-15,18-20             LK 15:1-3, 11-32 

 

Prayer Requests 
David Shumway   Jim Arnold 
Judith Brickman   Judy Smith 
Fr. Gary Burkhart  Glenn Haney 
Ann Jacques   Barbara Lewis 
Edward Stuart   Donna Warren 
Carole Harahan   Charlie Gluodenis 
Robert Hafer   Mary Ann Berg 
Dcn. Paul Dietz   Joe O’Brien 
Pat Mawyer   William McConnell 
Jean Caputa 
 

Names will be removed after 30 days unless requested to remain 
 

Prayer for Healing 
Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 
command, drive away from them all forms of sickness and 
disease.  Restore strength to their bodies and joy to their 
spirit, so that in their renewed health, they may bless and 
serve you, now and forevermore. 

 



A Note …from the desk of   
Deacon John Paul 

Dear Friends, 
 
This past week, the office received 
several letters from Bishop Konzen 
regarding health safety procedures 
we should follow during Mass. 
 
First, as we have been stating for 
many weeks now, there is no need 

to shake hands, or hug each other during the Sign of Peace.  A 
smile, bow, hand touching heart, etc. are all signs of respect 
and peace.  Please refrain from handshakes and hugs at this 
time.  And as I write this, I am realizing I am the worst 
offender shaking hands with each and every one of you, 
right?  It is an adjustment. I promise to do better. 
 
Second, it is recommended that we receive Holy Communion 
by hand instead of on the tongue during this time of 
heightened alert. It is safer to receive in the hand.  Please 
consider this.  If a communicant comes to receive on the 
tongue, of course we will distribute it, but it is important to 
consider everyone’s health, and the safest environment. 
Priests and deacons will sanitize their hands before 
distribution of the Precious Body.  And thirdly, related to this 
concern, we will have a temporary suspension of Holy 
Communion under the species of Precious Blood. 
 
*The Church teaching is that the Host IS the Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ - so we are receiving all 
that we need. We all love to receive under both species, and we 
will resume doing so when this health crisis and flu season pass. 
 
Security - I have assembled a group of police officers, retired 
and active, and other interested parties who have come to me 
about security concerns in response to domestic terror aimed 
at houses of worship.  We know from our Christian neighbors 
here in town that incidents happen, and they happen here. 
Our neighbors have shared with us problems they have seen 
and some of the steps they are taking. 
 

The Archdiocesan policy is No Firearms in Church. 
It is my hope to build a security plan around this policy. 

 
At this point, I am doing a lot of listening to what the 
professionals have to say.  Bishop Ned sent me several 
documents about what can be done, including perhaps  an 
armed guard outside of church. I am studying these 
documents.  We are assembling a meeting between our 
ushers, our security team, and our St Vincent de Paul 
ministers. At this meeting we will hear from Sheriff Lt. John 
Mangifesta from the Union County Sheriff’s Dept. 
 
It is our hope that Lt. Mangifesta will help us to further 
identify additional vulnerabilities in security at St. Francis and 

his recommendations.  The Archdiocese has indicated to us in 
prior inspections of our campus going back several years, that 
we are behind the times in security measures, and has 
expressed its wishes that we invest in a surveillance 
system.  So an analysis of our buildings and campus by the 
professionals is planned.  We will be compiling a security plan 
and getting bids as a part of this process. This will be a major 
expense, but a needed investment in our safety and security. 
 
Of course, our finance council will provide its 
recommendations along these lines, and this will be an 
important item for our new pastor when he arrives.  In the 
meantime, the ground work can be done. 
 
Other than the obvious surveillance system, our security team 
came up with other suggestions, many that will not require a 
significant financial outlay.  Items such as: 
__________________________________________________ 
1. Keeping doors closed and locked, during down times. This is 
not as easy as it sounds. 
2. Locking Church doors 10 minutes after Mass begins, with 
an option for entry in the rear of the narthex after the 10 
minute period. 
3. A greater presence of ushers in narthex and near the one 
open door. 
4. Improved lighting in the parking lot. 
5. Police presence during Mass on the property. which costs 
$35./hr. This would be an annual expense of $17,000. WOW! 
6.  Presence of a Police car visible in the lower lot. 
7. Monitors assigned in the office area while our children and 
teens are in CCD and afterwards so the little ones are 
monitored and our offices secure. 
8. An electronic front door to the parish offices and camera, 
and swipe entry for employees and ministers.  

We all play a part in the safety of our campus and buildings by 
keeping our eyes open and reporting any suspicious activity, 
or anything out of the ordinary in our time at church. We 
should all be vigilant regarding our parish home just as we 
would our own home. 
 
We know from experts that we can be lulled into a false sense 
of security.  We endeavor not to let that happen at St. Francis. 
We live in a wonderful peaceful and blooming community. But 
every time a violent event occurs, we hear the same thing: 
“We just cannot believe this could ever happen here.” 
 

And we intend to make sure it never does. 
 
Please feel free to speak with me about this important topic, 
or any other topic. Either after Mass, or stop by the office 
following a Communion Service. You can also feel free to  
reach me by phone or email.  I look forward to your input. 
 
+God bless, 
 
DJP 



 
Simple Suppers….. 

The Fridays of Lent, at 6 PM 

  Special thanks to our Hispanic Community for starting 
off Lenten season with their typical tasty sampling of 
soups. Please join us at 6 PM this Friday for fellowship 
with our Knights of Columbus, and partake in a day of 
fast and abstinence with our St. Francis of Assisi 
brothers and sisters.   

 
 
This year the Knights of Columbus is again sponsoring a food 
drive that will assist in our churches effort to support the 
Food Pantry that operates next door at Mountain 
Presbyterian church.  
 
The canned goods we collect will help feed families that 
require assistance in Towns and Union County.  We ask our 
parish family to commit to bringing in 40 cans for the 40 days 
in Lent, if possible.  Parishioners Rex and Carolyn Garrison are 
potters, and have donated a Bowl and Pitcher for a drawing 
available to anyone who commits to assist us with this years 
40/40 food drive.  
 
Please bring the canned goods to the church kitchen Every 
participating family is invited to fill out a ticket for the 
drawing.  

Come Pray………! 
The Stations of the Cross. 
After our simple soup suppers, 
we will head over to the 
Church to pray the Stations of 
the Cross, at 7 PM.  No better 
way to spend a Friday night 
than in communal prayer!   
Please join us! 

. 

VIRTUS 
TRAINING 
  

Our next 
VIRTUS Training is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 21, 2020, from 10 AM – 1 PM in Marian 
Hall.  ALL those in ministry at St. Francis are 
required to attend an ENTIRE VIRTUS training 
session.  Please mark your calendars if you 
plan to attend.  

 

Did you remember that clocks 
SPRING FORWARD one hour on 
Saturday night?  Don’t worry…. 

you’ll get that hour of sleep back 
in November!   

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Saturday, March 14th at 6 PM in Marian Hall 

Dinner * Music * Dancing * BYOB 

Tickets on Sale after Mass: 
$25 per couple; $13 per person  

Menu:  Corned Beef, Cabbage, 

Boiled Potatoes, Carrots, Irish Soda Bread 
Dessert, Tea & Coffee. 

NO TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR 
 

Lenten Accountability Groups: 
Anyone interested in joining a Lenten Accountability Group? 
We will meet Mondays at 10 am during Lent, to help us with 
our Lenten journey.  An information sheet is available in the 
back of the church.  For more information, call Rita Casey 678 
491 6420.  Join us!  If this time and day isn’t convenient, why 
not consider starting your own group?  Let us know when 
and where, and we’ll get the word out. 
 

 



St. Vincent DePaul Ministry 
thoughts from Sr. Eileen 

 
As most of you know our 
Society sees people 
every week who are in 
need of monetary 
assistance. Many of you 
have already read some 
of our bulletin notes but 
some of you are new. So 
here is a little picture of 
what we do to honor St 
Vincent’s legacy of love.  
 

St Vincent DePaul Society sees the suffering Jesus in the face 
of those whose circumstances are desperate. Like the 
anguished mother who lives with an abusive man who beats 
her in front of the children. We offered her information 
about agencies which specialize in domestic abuse and 
temporary housing. Like the sick man whose piercing pain 
from an infected oral abscess became so unbearable that he 
came to us. ‘No dentist would take Medicaid’, he said, ‘so I 
had to swallow my pride and ask for help’. 
 
Last month, an 84 year old woman came to us with her 
neighbor seeking help because she could no longer afford her 
life saving medications. Then there was the father of four 
whose opioid addiction started with a minor work related 
injury that developed into a full blown addiction and a loss of 
his job. 
 
Spiritual guidance is offered also, as well as individual, private 
prayer. Before they depart each applicant is invited to pray 
no matter their religious beliefs. I know of no one who has 
refused prayer.  
 
Because of your contributions today, the list of human beings 
relieved of a host of temporary set-backs has made the 
Kingdom of God visible here on earth.  
 
We are responsible with our funds and have limits, when we 
reach that limit, we ask other churches if they can pitch in. 
SVDP is truly an ecumenical endeavor.  
 
Lent is the perfect time to give. Every Thursday from 1-3pm 
our office is open. If you are unable to give financially – think 
about the talent, skill, or gift that God has given to you. It is 
meant to be shared. We would love to have you use your 
unique gift! 
 
Just think, if we at SVDP are so thankful for whatever you do, 
can you imagine how Jesus feels … because He said ‘Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
sisters and brothers of mine, you did for me’ Matthew 
25:40-45.  

Ministry to the Homebound 
 

Blessings to you my parish family. My name is 
Tori Molineux and I would like to share this 
testimony  on being involved with this wonderful 
ministry.   
 
I feel honored to be able to bring Communion to 
the homebound.  I visit my Catholic brothers 
and sisters in Christ at the nursing home once a 
week.  Just being there to listen to a story or 
two, a little conversation, share a smile and a 
prayer means so much to those I serve, and 
their families.   
 
The joy in sharing the love of Jesus in the 
Eucharist with these sweet people is humbling. 
I feel that this ministry serves as a reminder of 
God’s love to HIS children and that they are 
never alone. 
 

 



 

 

Atlanta Catholic Radio, AM 1160,  
the Quest to feature local guests March 

17-19, 2020 during live broadcasting! 
 
Please tune in for our "Live in the Spirit" Share-a-thon on 
March 17-19, 2020, from 8am - 6pm when the station will 
break from regular programming and host local guests while 
inviting listeners to pledge their support. During the fun and 
interactive broadcasts, hosts will chat with guests each hour 
including Atlanta area priests and ministry leaders discussing 
their personal faith journeys, missions, and unique 
experiences.   
 
For a complete schedule, visit theQuestAtlanta.com  
 
Listen on your radio at AM 1160 during daylight hours, online 

24/7 at theQuestAtlanta.com or on The Quest Atlanta App. 

 

 

Parish Penance Service 
Our Lenten Penance Service will be held on 

Thursday evening, March 19th, at 7:00 PM.  It will 

be a wonderful opportunity to experience the love 

and mercy of Jesus as we continue our walk toward 

Easter.  Please join us! 

 

Parish Mission 
We are very blessed 

to have Bishop Ned 

Shlesinger visiting 

once again.  And 

during this visit, he 

will be leading the 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Lenten Parish 

Mission.  

 

This will happen on 

March 16th & 17th.  

Currently, the 

schedule calls for 

Mass each 

morning, at 9 AM, 

accompanied by Mission talks, and evening sessions 

both days as well, with Mass beginning at 6:30 PM.  The 

Monday evening session will be in English, while the 

Tuesday evening session will be in Spanish.   

 

Please mark your calendars, and plan to attend, as this is 

sure to enhance your walk this Lent, as we prepare to 

celebrate the Octave of Easter. 

 

http://thequestatlanta.com/


Listen to Him: Scott Hahn 

Reflects on the Second 

Sunday of Lent 

Readings: Genesis 12:1-4  Psalm 33:4-5,18-20, 22 

2 Timothy 1:8-10  Matthew 17:1-9 

Today’s Gospel portrays Jesus as a new and greater Moses. 
 
Moses also took three companions up a mountain and on the 
seventh day was overshadowed by the shining cloud of God’s 
presence. He too spoke with God and his face and clothing 
were made radiant in the encounter (see Exodus 24, 34). 
 
But in today’s Lenten liturgy, the Church wants us to look 
back past Moses. Indeed, we are asked to contemplate what 
today’s Epistle calls God’s “design . . . from before time 
began.” 
 
With His promises to Abram in today’s First Reading, God 
formed the people through whom He would reveal Himself 
and bestow His blessings on all humanity. 
 
He later elevated these promises to eternal covenants and 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham, promising that he would 

be father of a host of nations (see Genesis 17:5). In 
remembrance of His covenant with Abraham He raised up 

Moses (see Exodus 2:24; 3:8), and later swore an 

everlasting kingdom to David’s sons (see Jeremiah 33:26). 
 
In Jesus’ transfiguration today, He is revealed as the One 
through whom God fulfills His divine plan from of old. 
 
Not only a new Moses, Jesus is also the “beloved son” 

promised to Abraham and again to David (see Genesis 

22:15–18; Psalm 2:7; Matthew 1:1). 
 
Moses foretold a prophet like him to whom Israel would 

listen (see Deuteronomy 18:15, 18) and Isaiah foretold an 
anointed servant in whom God would be well-pleased 

(see Isaiah 42:1). Jesus is this prophet and this servant, as 
the Voice on the mountain tells us today. 
 
By faith we have been made children of the covenant with 

Abraham (see Galatians 3:7–9; Acts 3:25). He calls us, 
too, to a holy life, to follow His Son to the heavenly 
homeland He has promised. We know, as we sing in today’s 
Psalm, that we who hope in Him will be delivered from 
death. 
 
So like our father in faith, we go forth as the Lord directs us: 
“Listen to Him!” 
 

Lecturas: 
Génesis 12: 1-4 
Salmo 33: 4-5,18-
20, 22 
2 Timoteo 1: 8-10 
Mateo 17: 1-9 
El Evangelio de 
hoy retrata a 
Jesús como un 
Moisés nuevo y 

mayor. 
 
Moisés también llevó a tres compañeros a una montaña y al 
séptimo día fue eclipsado por la nube brillante de la 
presencia de Dios. Él también habló con Dios y su rostro y su 
ropa quedaron radiantes en el encuentro (véase Éxodo 24, 
34). 
 
Pero en la liturgia cuaresmal de hoy, la Iglesia quiere que 
miremos más allá de Moisés. De hecho, se nos pide que 
contemplemos lo que la Epístola de hoy llama el "diseño de 
Dios". . . desde antes de que comenzara el tiempo ". 
 
Con sus promesas a Abram en la primera lectura de hoy, Dios 
formó a las personas a través de las cuales se revelaría y 
otorgaría sus bendiciones a toda la humanidad. 
 
Más tarde elevó estas promesas a convenios eternos y 
cambió el nombre de Abram a Abraham, prometiendo que 
sería padre de una gran cantidad de naciones (véase Génesis 
17: 5). En recuerdo de su pacto con Abraham, levantó a 
Moisés (véase Éxodo 2:24; 3: 8), y más tarde juró un reino 
eterno a los hijos de David (véase Jeremías 33:26). 
 
En la transfiguración de Jesús hoy, se revela como Aquel a 
través del cual Dios cumple su plan divino desde la 
antigüedad. 
 
No solo un nuevo Moisés, Jesús es también el "hijo amado" 
prometido a Abraham y nuevamente a David (véase Génesis 
22: 15-18; Salmo 2: 7; Mateo 1: 1). 
 
Moisés predijo un profeta como aquel a quien Israel 
escucharía (ver Deuteronomio 18:15, 18) e Isaías predijo un 
siervo ungido en quien Dios estaría complacido (ver Isaías 42: 
1). Jesús es este profeta y este siervo, como nos dice hoy la 
Voz en la montaña. 
 
Por fe hemos sido hechos hijos del pacto con Abraham (véase 
Gálatas 3: 7–9; Hechos 3:25). También nos llama a una vida 
santa, a seguir a su Hijo a la patria celestial que ha 
prometido. Sabemos, mientras cantamos en el Salmo de hoy, 
que nosotros que esperamos en Él seremos liberados de la 
muerte. 
 
Entonces, como nuestro padre en la fe, salimos como el 
Señor nos dirige: "¡Escúchenlo!" 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=a7651168c8&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=ff6bacf980&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=3f3b726895&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=041d6055a4&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=ccae8ca4e8&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=38fa40605b&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=b5fc376754&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=4e63cd307b&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=b74af4bf29&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=97fcb41759&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=6484c3ab45&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=6484c3ab45&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=66cf977f17&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=c415e6684d&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=e0b864370d&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=5b3e388268&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=c1a2efc1ad&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=8e2e23c2ac&e=8784db04b9
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=2704b58f60&e=8784db04b9

