
Sermon given on the weekend of 15 March 2020
St. John the Evangelist Church
Spencerport, New York
The Reverend Peter B. Mottola, J.C.L.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

My dear people,

I feel that it is my duty to use my sermon time this week to read a statement 
about the pandemic that was issued by the Bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Rochester.  Please listen carefully to the entire statement, as I 
believe that the very last sentence that I will read is the most important 
sentence of all:

Quote,
“The world is experiencing a condition possibly unprecedented in the 
rapid spread of a disease [...].  According to reports our own city, 
although affected, is not suffering […] so severely as are other cities of 
the country.
  
“It has seemed prudent to the chief executive of the city and to those 
[…] consult[ed] that the schools should be closed as a preventative 
measure; this has been done.  We have felt in this matter, as is our 
practice under similar conditions, that the mayor of the city and the duly
constituted officers for municipal welfare, have the responsibility of 
determining any action which is to be taken, and we have no desire to 
interfere with them in the discharge of that duty.

“The closing of the Catholic churches on Sunday and the consequent 
inability of Catholics to assist at Mass and thus discharge their 
obligation in conscience, is a most serious and unusual procedure.  We 
have already directed the postponement of Confirmation and other 
public devotions in a number of churches, but did not feel justified in 
denying our people of the means of discharging the Sunday obligation, 



unless by direction of duly qualified city officers.  The responsibility of 
closing the churches has been taken by the proper authorities of the city 
and we are prepared to obey it.  According to the order issued by 
municipal authority, it is to go into effect at midnight tonight.

“In directing that our churches be closed, conform[ing] to the order 
referred to, we beg our people to feel that this is the time for calm 
thought and prudent action and not an occasion for undue alarm.  Let 
the prayers for Mass be said at home in union with the Holy Sacrifice at
the altar, and let them pray to the God of tender love and compassion 
for our spiritual needs and for our bodily welfare.  Let the people keep 
in mind that avoidance of any grouping is helpful towards preventing 
the spread of this disease.”

[Signed,] Thomas F. Hickey, Bishop of Rochester, Saturday, October 
12th, 1918

Did you catch that?  Saturday, October 12th, 1918!  

In the book of Ecclesiastes it is written:
What has been is what will be,
and what has been done is what will be done;
and there is nothing new under the sun.

Is there a thing of which it is said,
"See, this is new"?
It has been already,
in the ages before us.

There is nothing new under the sun, this has all happened before, and there is 
certainly no reason to panic or to fear.  During the 1918 pandemic, two cities 
in the United Stated fared far better than any others in terms of the rate of 
sickness and mortality: St. Louis, Missouri, and Rochester, New York.  These
two cities implemented 'social distancing' measures before they seemed 
necessary.  As you just heard me read, the Bishop at that time closed Catholic



schools, rescheduled events, and even cancelled Masses at the direction of 
the duly elected civil government.  At this time there has been no order to 
cancel Masses or take other drastic action.  If things develop, we will comply 
with the lawful orders of the government. 

In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul wrote:
“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  
Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and 
those who resist will incur judgment.”  St. Paul wrote these words about the 
government of the Roman Empire, the government whose officials 
condemned to death the Lord Jesus, and who also held St. Paul in chains 
while he awaited his own trial and execution.  If St. Paul can command 
obedience under those circumstances, it is certainly a comparatively small 
matter for us to curtail our activities for a few weeks, even if one thinks these
limitations unreasonable or to have been politically motivated. 

Given recent guidance laid down by the state government, Bishop Matano 
has issued a memorandum detailing precautions to be followed in every 
church.  I will review the ones relevant to Mass, and the full statement is 
available on the diocesan website and that of the Catholic Courier:

1. Catholics who are sick from any illness are asked to stay at home for their 
own protection and that of others.
2. Any Catholic who feels at risk from exposure to the virus, especially the 
elderly and most vulnerable, are not obligated to attend Mass. Anyone with 
concern for his or her health is not obligated to attend Mass.
3. The exchange of the Sign of Peace during Mass is suspended.  Also, there 
is to be no holding of hands during the Lord’s prayer or at any other time 
during Mass.
5. Instruction should be given to receive the Sacred Host by avoiding any 
unnecessary contact.  [There followed a visual review of the proper and safe 
way to receive Holy Communion.]
6. Holy water fonts are to be emptied, cleaned and changed regularly. As a 
further precaution, they may be emptied or removed, if this is judged to be 



prudent and necessary. [Mention was made of the fact that the fonts were 
being drained, cleaned with soap and water, and re-filled between each Mass;
also that there is a vessel of holy water from which small personal bottles of 
holy water can be filled so as to avoid any cross-contamination whatsoever.]
Finally: 
11. Those who are sick and desirous of the Sacraments should have recourse 
to their priests.

Pope Francis, in the midst of much tighter restrictions now ongoing in Italy, 
said in a homily on March 10th: “May priests have the courage to get out, 
going to the sick to bring them the comfort of God, [and] to bring them the 
Eucharist.”  If you or a loved one should become ill, and find yourselves in 
need of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: PLEASE call the office 
and ask for me to come and visit you.  Even if you should find yourself in 
danger of death from having contracted the Coronavirus:  PLEASE call for 
me to come and anoint you.  I am very willing to die in the course of 
fulfilling my duty to celebrate of the Sacraments.  I am mindful of the fact 
that in many places in the world, especially in parts of the Middle East and 
Africa, Christians go to Mass each week in the knowledge that they might be 
killed for practicing their faith.  If they can live out their whole lives in such 
circumstances, how much easier is it, for me, to expose myself to the risk of a
disease which is not even usually fatal.

I will conclude by saying: “Do not be afraid.”  I encourage you to take home 
a bulletin today, and to read my bulletin article on the subject of the many 
times this phrase “Do not be afraid” appears in the Scriptures.

During this Lenten season we are preparing for a great celebration.  What 
does Lent prepare us to celebrate?  Easter!  The Resurrection!  The Lord 
Jesus “came back”, from what?  FROM THE DEAD.  The Lord Jesus Christ 
has conquered death, in baptism you have died with Christ and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God!  Lent is a time for us to prepare to share in 
Christ's suffering and in his victory over death.  We share in this victory to 
the degree that we turn away from sin and rid ourselves of concern for the 
things of the world, including any inordinate concern for the prolongation of 



our life here on earth, which must one day certainly come to and end.

My grandmother was alive during the 1918 pandemic, and let me tell you 
what happened to her: she didn't get sick, she lived, in fact she lived to be 
101 years old … and then she died anyway.  And it is our faith that God did 
not cease to show his love and mercy to her simply because she experienced 
bodily death.  No matter what happens to us, even when we die, God 
continues to love us and to care for us.

Therefore let us take every reasonable precaution to prevent the spread of 
disease, while at the same time expending even more energy to avoid 
temptation and to rid ourselves of sin.  As it it written in the Epistle of St. 
James:
“Cleanse your hands, you sinners!  And purify your hearts.”

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Below please find the full text of the memorandum from the Bishop's office, 
as well as the text of this Sunday's bulletin.  Please note that bulletins are 
written and published in advance of the day on which they are distributed, 
and given the fact that the orders of the civil government and the 
corresponding announcement from the Bishop's office came only on Friday 
on the week in question, numerous statement's in the bulletin are now 
inaccurate.  Many events listed have been cancelled and statements about 
health precautions have been modified in accordance with what is written 
above.
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

To: All Priests and Parish Staffs 

 

From: The Very Reverend Paul J. Tomasso, Vicar General 

 

CC: Bishop Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of Rochester 

 

Date: March 12, 2020, Thursday of the Second Week of Lent 

 

Re: Precautions concerning COVID-19, the Coronavirus Disease, at Holy Mass 

 and other gatherings 

 

 

 

In response to information provided by local and state government and health officials 

today, March 12, 2020, concerning COVID-19, the Coronavirus Disease, Bishop Matano 

has issued the following guidelines: 

 

Concerning Holy Mass in the Diocese of Rochester, the following are to remain in effect 

until further notice: 

 

1. Catholics who are sick from any illness are asked to stay at home for their own 

protection and those of others. 

 

2. Any Catholic who feels at risk from exposure to the virus, especially the elderly 

and most vulnerable, are not obligated to attend Mass. Anyone with concern for 

his or her health is not obligated to attend Mass. 

 

3. The exchange of the Sign of Peace during Mass is suspended. Also, there is to be 

no holding of hands during the Lord’s prayer or at any other time during Mass.  

 

4. Reception of the Precious Blood from the chalice is suspended. “[The pastors] 

should instruct the faithful that the Catholic faith teaches that Christ, whole and 

entire, and the true Sacrament, is received even under only one species, and hence 

that as regards the resulting fruits, those who receive under only one species are 

not deprived of any grace that is necessary for salvation.” (General Instruction of 

the Roman Missal, No. 282). 



 

5. Instruction should be given to receive the Sacred Host by avoiding any 

unnecessary contact. While “the Consecrated Host may be received either on the 

tongue or in the hand, at the discretion of each communicant,” (General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal, No 160), Catholics should be strongly 

encouraged to receive the Sacred Host in the hand rather than on the tongue. 

 

6. Holy water fonts are to be emptied, cleaned and changed regularly. As a further 

precaution, they may be emptied or removed, if this is judged to be prudent and 

necessary. 

 

7. Only fresh water is to be used for Baptisms; baptismal fonts are to be cleansed 

before and after every Baptism. 

 

8. The size of many of our churches and the number in attendance allows for 

appropriate “social distancing” and the faithful should be advised to sit 

accordingly. Note: Effective 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 13, 2020, the State of 

New York “will not permit gatherings with 500 people or more…. Additionally,  

for facilities with an occupancy of 500 or fewer, [the State is] reducing the legal 

capacity by 50%.” Based upon our church’s capacities and reported number of 

those attending Masses, this does not appear to affect many of our parish Masses. 

If it does, parishes are encouraged to offer an additional Sunday Mass to distribute 

the number of worshippers more widely. 

 

9. All liturgical ministers should exercise good hygiene, particularly hand washing. 

 

10.  Frequently touched surfaces should be cleaned before and after each Mass, in 

accord with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Environmental 

Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations. (See attached.). 

 

11. Those who are sick and desirous of the Sacraments should have recourse to their 

priests, exercising prudence and charity. “May priests have the courage to get out, 

going to the sick to bring them the comfort of God, [and] to bring them the 

Eucharist.” (Pope Francis, Homily from March 10, 2020.) 

 

12. As people of faith, we renew our commitment to pray for God’s help and 

protection for all who are sick, as well as the scientists, health care professionals, 

public officials, and all who are serving the common good. 

 

Concerning Parishes, Diocesan Institutions and Agencies, the following are applicable 

until further notice: 

 

1. Note: Effective 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 13, 2020, the State of New York 

“will not permit gatherings with 500 people or more…. Additionally, for facilities 

with an occupancy of 500 or fewer, [the State is] reducing the legal capacity by 

50%.” 



2. A prudent assessment should be made of all calendar events to determine which 

events are essential and are able to be held without difficulty, weighing risk 

versus benefit. 

 

3. Parish Religious Education programs are able to receive guidance from our 

Catholic Schools Office which is providing guidance to our Catholic Schools. 

These precautions may be found at:  
 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/coronavirus/

covid-19-p-12-school-guidance.pdf  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-interventions/pdf/gr-pan-flu-ed-

set.pdf  
 

https://health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/  

 

If classes are cancelled, provisions should be made to provide make-up classes as 

is feasible.  

 

4. The scheduled celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirmation at least up to April 

14, 2020 will be rescheduled. More information will be forthcoming from the 

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis. 

 

 

 

Further updates will be provided as needed. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/coronavirus/covid-19-p-12-school-guidance.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/coronavirus/covid-19-p-12-school-guidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-interventions/pdf/gr-pan-flu-ed-set.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-interventions/pdf/gr-pan-flu-ed-set.pdf
https://health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/
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St. John the Evangelist Church, Spencerport New York 

KRONY’S PIZZA ETC. 
 

$1.00 Off 
On Any Large Pizza To Parish Members 

 

 

 
 

 
 

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
Mon—Sat 10am – 10pm 

Sun 11am - 10pm 
2139 North Union St. 

352-1199 

 

 

 

“Complete Insurance & Financial Services” 

191 S Union St. Spencerport, NY 14559 

Phone: 585.352.1234  Fax: 585.352.1660 

www.thefeltnergroup.com 

 24 Hour Service 

 Complete Plumbing Service 

 Free Estimates 

 Sr. Citizen Discount 
 

441-A Elmgrove Road 
Rochester, NY 14606 
[tel] 585.426.5068 
[fax] 585.429.7307 

www.gattiplumbing.com 

Dr. David D’Amico - Optometrist & 
David DeBellis  - Optician 

Westside Eyecare Associates & 
Westside Fashion Optical 

3225 Chili Ave, Rochester, NY 14624 
(585)571-9034 

Call to schedule an eye exam and stop in to 
see our new collection of the latest fashions 

in Eyewear. 
Complete Eye Exams—Contact Lenses 

Fashion Eyewear—Sports Eyewear  
Safety Eyewear 

We accept most insurance plans. 

30% Discount on eyewear for parishioners. 
We accept most insurance plans 

55 Martha St. 
Spencerport, NY   14559 
585-352-5481 
Email: sstjohnc@dor.org 
www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org 

March 15, 2020 The Third Sunday Of Lent 

Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Closed on Fridays  

10% off ANY PURCHASE over $20.00 
 
4974 Ridge Road West (585)352-0996 
 
Spencerport, NY  14559 “All Your Auto Parts Needs” 

The Rev. Peter B. Mottola - fr.peter.mottola@dor.org 

Deacon Tom Uschold - Parish Deacon 

Deacon Craig Stratton - Senior Deacon 

Ralph Preish - Finance Director - ralph.preish@dor.org 

Kathy Cammilleri - Parish Secretary - sstjohnc@dor.org 

Barbara Lake - Pastoral Associate for Youth 

Julie Bailey - Coordinator of Religious Education 

Ivan Bosnar - Organist, Music Coordinator 

Mike Burke - Maintenance Coordinator  

Have you found 
your niche?  

Call Dave Hodder, 
352-4462  

for information 
about the Columbarium at St. 
John's Cemetery. 

585-352-8330 
Fax: 585-352-0069 

hiqualheating@frontiernet.net • www.hiqualheatingandcooling.com 

“Quality Is More Than Just A Word To Us, It’s In Our Name” 

14 Amity St 
P.O. Box 328 

Spencerport, NY 14559 

 

24 West Avenue  Suite 302 
Spencerport, NY  14559 

 

1738 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14622 

 

Tel    585-349-3592 Spencerport 
Tel    585-338-2141 Irondequoit 

Fax   585-338-2211 
Tel    800-553-4312 

parisij1@nationwide.com 

 
 

2775 Spencerport Rd.            
www.spnfcu.org 
Spencerport, NY  14559          585-352-6890 

Your Community Credit Union 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Hurlbut™ Care Community 
 

 24-Hour Skilled Nursing 

 Short term rehabilitation with Physical, 
Speech & Occupational therapies 

 Cable, WIFI & phone included 
5 Church Street 

Spencerport, New York 14559 
P: 585-352-4810 

Fax: 585-352-1032 
www.HurlbutCare.com 

 

Copyright © 2012 ROHM Services Corporation. All Rights 
Reserved. 

Let our family care for yours 

DO you know of anyone who 
would benefit  from having their 

ad in our bulletin?  
 

Please call the parish office at 
352-5481, with your suggestions. 

 
 Serving  • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 

Do not be afraid 
 
 
 

St. John tells us, “perfect love casts out fear” (1 Jn 4:18).  The Gospels are 
full of stories of the angels saying: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah” (Lk 
1:13), “Do not be afraid, Mary” (Lk 1:30), “Be not afraid” (Lk 2:10), “Do 
not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here; for he has risen” (Mt 28:5).  The Lord Jesus, too, often took up this 
same refrain: “Why are you afraid, O men of little faith?” (Mt 8:26), “Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will 
see me” (Mt 28:10), “It is I; do not be afraid” (Jn 6:20), “Let not your 
hearts be troubled” (Jn 14:27). 
 

News and social media constantly inflame people's fears and anxieties.  
But St. Paul exhorts us in his epistle to the Philippians: “Have no anxiety 
about anything, but in everything by prayer  and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (4:6).  Instead of 
fixating on our anxieties and insecurities, he counsels us: “whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things” (4:8). 
 

A couple of people have asked me what I plan to do about the latest 
epidemic.  My answer is, basically: nothing.  I learned from my time in 
hospital chaplaincy to wash my hands vigorously and frequently.  Beyond 
this kind of basic precaution, which is always a good practice, I decline to 
allow the fear of death to change the way I live.  Our Lord addresses in the 
holy Gospels whether we ought to give in to a spirit of worry, in order to 
live longer: “Which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span 
of life?” (Mt 6:27)  People ask me, What if things should get very much 
worse?  Again, I look to the counsel of Our Lord: “Do not be anxious 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day's own 
trouble be sufficient for the day” (Mt 6:34). 
 

I will die.  Given my family history, that is very likely to happen within 
about forty years or so.  Or it could happen today.  Either way: “Whether 
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's” (Romans 14:8).  Our parish 
community, on average, loses one member to death each week (there have 
been four funerals so far this month).  I hope you will not think me glib if I 
tell you that I am greatly looking forward to the day of my death.  St. Paul 
says: “while we live we are always being given up to death,” but “this 
slight momentary affliction is prepar ing for  us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison […].  Here indeed we groan, and long to put 
on our heavenly dwelling […]. So we are always of good courage; we 
know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord 
[…].  We are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 4:11–5:8).  Again, St. Paul 
says: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. […]  My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for  that is far better” (Philippians 1:21–23). 
 

I hope that everyone will be respectful of those around them who do not 
wish to shake hands or make physical contact during the sign of peace (and 
not only during times of sickness).  Nothing in the Roman Missal suggests 
that people ought to hold hands during the Our Father, so please do not be 

offended if those around you decline to do so (and again, not 
only during times of sickness: for various reasons, many 
people prefer not to be touched). 
  

In thinking on all this, I turn again to words of the Lord Jesus: 
“Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell” (Mt 10:28).  The worst a virus can do to you is end your 
life.  It can not harm your soul.  But taking part in gossip, 
uttering a lie, casting an impure glance, performing servile 
work on Sunday, bearing hatred towards your brother, 
carrying on an unworthy conversation in the house of God: 
these things pose a far greater risk than the coronavirus, 
because sins such as these wound the soul and offend our 
loving God.  I invite you, therefore, to join me in asking God 
for the grace to follow this twofold command of St. Peter: 
“Humble yourselves therefore under  the mighty hand of 
God, that in due time he may exalt you. Cast all your 
anxieties on him, for  he cares about you.” (1 Pt 5:6–7) 
 

God bless, 
Fr. Peter 

 

Your Ad 

Could Be Here 

Call  

585-352-5481 

Weekend Mass Schedule:  
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 7:45, 9:30 & 11:15 am 

Weekday Masses & Holy Day Masses: See Bulletin 
Confession: Sat. 3:45 to 4:30, Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm or by 
appointment. 

Baptisms: We look forward to the Baptism of your child.  

Please call the Parish office to make arrangements. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples are to meet at least six months 
in advance with the parish priest or deacon. Pre-Cana attendance is 
required. Please call the parish office to make arrangements. 

Hospital Visits: Please state you are a par ishioner  from  
St. John’s Spencerport during your intake if you want to be visited 
or call the parish office. 

Prayer Chain Call 352-5481, ext.213,  and leave a message.   

Wills/Bequests/Memorials–Please remember St. John’s Parish. 

Food Cupboard: (585) 397-0290 

Divine Mercy Religious Shop Ministries: 352-5485  

Hours of Operation: Tuesday & Saturday 10am-4pm,  

Wednesday & Friday 10am-1pm & Thursday 3pm-8pm 

Parish Cemetery: General Information: 352-4462 or 352-1287          

Columbarium Information: Dave Hodder  352-4462 

  

 

Please cut out this “THANK YOU”  

and present it the next time you patronize one of our Advertisers. 

THANK YOU! 
for advertising in our St. John the Evangelist Church bulletin,  

may my patronizing your business be a sign of our appreciation. 

DO you know of anyone who 
would benefit  from having their 

ad in our bulletin?  
 

Please call the parish office at 
352-5481, with your 

suggestions. 

Need Home 
Improvements? 
Come talk to us 

and check out our 
low interest home                

   equity line of credit! 
 

2998 Chili Ave., Rochester, NY 14624 
585-247-0724 

Don’t’ Forget Today Sunday, March 15th at 4pm 
Mass in Slow-Motion 

 

This is a teaching Mass and everyone is invited to attend! 
Fr. Peter will present and explain elements of the Mass at a   
child-friendly pace. (The Eucharist will not be present so this 
event does not fulfil your weekend obligation.) 

http://www.spnfcu.org


St. Joseph’s Day Celebration 
Thursday, March 19 – 12:00 Noon 

St. John’s Parish Center 
Everyone is invited to participate in a sharing meal. 
You may bring a meatless main dish (traditional 

because it is observed during Lent), breads, and/or desserts. 
Beverages will be provided. We ask that whatever you bring, please 
provide enough for your family or group, and extra to serve 8-10 
others. Friends and community members are also welcome.                                                                                                              
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GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  

Collection 3/8/20:…..…..…..………...……....$5,768.61 
Weekly amount needed for budget:....……....…$8,671.00 
Year To Date Collection:…....….…………...$319,586.85 
Year To Date Needed for budget:.………......$312,156.00 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  

Collection 3/1/20:…..…..…..………...……....$10,245.00 
Weekly amount needed for budget:....……....…$8,671.00 
Year To Date Collection:…....….…………...$313,818.24 
Year To Date Needed for budget:.………......$303,485.00 

Mass Schedule - March 16, 2020 

MONDAY   
8:00am 

 
The Frank & Nickel Families-Herb & Elaine Frank 

TUESDAY  
8:00am 
 
1:00pm-6:00pm 

St. Patrick 
Deceased members of the Doyle & Cassin Families  
                                                            -Sharon Diehl 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

WEDNESDAY   
5:45-6:15pm 
6:30pm  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Confession 
Ted Wittman-Marcia Meyer 

THURSDAY   
8:00am 

St. Joseph Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
For Blessings Received 

FRIDAY 
8:00am 
8:30am 
7:00pm 

 
Traditional Latin Mass-Intention of the Celebrant 
Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross 

SATURDAY 
3:45-4:30pm 
5:00pm 

 
Confession 
Gene Stein-Family 

SUNDAY   
Readings:  
7:45am  
9:30am 
11:15am 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
1 Sm 16:1b,6-7,10-13a, Eph 5:8-14, Jn 9:1-41 
Jack Kovaleski-Mary Eichas Gavigan 
People of St. John’s 
Anna Maria & Michelina Marseglia-Anna DiNardo  
                                                      & Faust Morganti 

March 21/22 Ministry Schedule  

5:00 p.m. 7:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 

Sacristans     

Magin Brown Taylor Morganti 
Altar Servers (Captains in bold) 

M. Shaw D. Morgan S. Dowdell L. Visca 
E. Shaw R. Morgan A. Glozer E. Visca 
J. Shaw  J. Glozer T. Walker 

   R. Torres  
Lectors 

Mazza J. DeRuyter M. Mannoni Y. Moyce 
  C. O’Keefe M. Carroll P. McAuliffe  

Social Ministry News 
Whatever you did for the least of my brothers, you did for Me. 

Poor Box Collections for March will go to the Andrews Center 
for Children. Here Sister s of Mercy provide care for  children who 
cannot be placed in foster care due to their multiple needs. 
 

Celebrate Recovery is for adults recovering from addiction. A 
support group balancing biblical teaching and the 12-step philosophy 
to assist those struggling with recovery.  At Free Methodist Church, 
6787 Fourth Section Rd. Brockport, Thursdays 6:30-8pm. 637-9785. 
 

A Prayer for Lent: Creator  God, you call us to repentance and self 
denial. While we can choose our penances, so many of our brothers 
and sisters have not the basic needs of life. Teach us humility in our 
works of penance, so that our fast may be a victory over our own 
egotism and self-indulgence. Move us to step forward to choose life 
and protect and restore creation, reject war, promote equity and 
respect, be community and do justice so that we and our children may 
live. From Justice, Peace and Life, March 2020 
 

Lenten Food Project: For Lent, St. John’s will collect specific 
items for the Spencerport Ecumenical Food Shelf. 3/15 - Pudding & 
Jello, 3/22 - Canned Ham, 3/29 - Beef Stew  & 4/5 - Cleaning 
Supplies. If you need food assistance, call 397-0290.  

Visit St. John’s Website 

www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org 

St. John’s Parish Calendar 
Monday, March 16 

1:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry PC Library 

6:30pm Intro to the Bible for Catholics PC Chapel 

7:00pm Buildings & Grounds PC Dining Rm 

Tuesday, March 17 

9:30am Sonshine Ministry PC Dining Rm. 

11:00am Contemplative Prayer PC Library 

6:30pm Jesus & the Jewish Roots of Mary PC Chapel 

7:00pm Frasca Book Gr. PC Dining Rm 

7:00pm Boy Scouts Scout Rm 

7:00pm Saturday Music Practice Church 

Wednesday, March 18 

9:30am Quilting Group PC Dining Rm 

12:30pm Wednesday Afternoon Book Club PC Chapel 

1:00 Grace Collaborative School 

7:00pm Bible Study Genesis PC Chapel 

7:00pm Choir Practice Church 

7:00pm CYO Gym 

7:30pm Parish Council PC Upstairs 

Thursday, March 19 

8:30am Grace Collaborative School 

9:00am Dress A Girl PC Basement 

12:00PM St. Joseph Day Table PC 

Friday, March 20 

12:00pm Fish Fry Set-up Gym 

5:00-7:00pm Fish Fry Gym 

Saturday, March 21 

8:00am Cursillo Men PC Dining Rm 

10:00am SFO Book Review PC Dining Rm 

Sunday, March 22 

12:30pm GIFT School 

When I say the word “Hibernian” what does that mean to you? Something to do with hibernation? Hibachis? Wrong!!, but 
thanks for playing!! Hibernia was the name the ancient Romans gave to Ireland. When I mention the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians do you know what I am referring to? No worries, I didn’t either. 
 

If you know much about Irish history you will know that the Irish often did not have it easy. Irish citizens tried, with 
varying levels of success, to cope with these difficulties and help each other out. The Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) 
first came into being in Ireland around 1641 as a way to provide support and protection for the Irish people.  When the Irish 
began migrating to America they again faced difficulties and discrimination so the American chapter of AOH was founded 
in New York in 1836 as a group for Catholic men of Irish ancestry.  It is now the oldest  lay Catholic organization in 

America. It’s motto of Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity pretty accurately sums up what it is all about. 
 

I was introduced to and became a member of the group just last year. I wish I had become involved earlier! We believe in and practice our 
faith, cherish our Irish heritage, and are committed to helping out the less fortunate. Our meetings begin with a prayer and intentions. We also 
learn a bit about Irish history each meeting then focus on our numerous charitable and religious works. As an example last month we heard 
about 2 homeless single mothers we helped place in apartments with some furniture and spending money, then from members of the group 
who participate every month in Stand Out For Life, a peaceful and prayerful witness in support of unborn babies in front of the Planned 
Parenthood office downtown, and finally about our preparations for the upcoming St. Patrick’s Day Parade and celebrations, of which we are 
active participants.  
 

We welcome practicing Catholic men of Irish ancestry to the Colonel Patrick O’Rourke Division (Monroe County) of the AOH. Colonel 
O’Rourke was an Irishman who died while leading his regiment on Little Round Top at the battle of Gettysburg in the Civil War. We meet the 
first Monday of every month at Johnny’s Irish Bar (we are in the process of securing our own meeting space). If you would like more 
information please contact me. Bob Lann  at 764-6533 or hartosu20@gmail.com Slainte and God Bless. 

Don’t Forget! St. John’s Lenten Fish Fries 
Fridays during Lent (not Good Friday) 

March 20th, 27th, & April 3rd. 
5:00 - 7:00 PM in the School Gym 

$12 full, $8 half, $6 children age 5-10 & Free under age 5 
Takeout is available 

Sponsored by the Men’s Club & Knights of Columbus 

Parish Mission 

See Bulletin Insert This Week 

All session will take place in the Church 

Day of Penance 

Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

Confessions will be heard by a visiting priest  

10am-12pm, 2-6pm and 7-8pm 

Church Spring Cleaning 

Saturday, April 4, 2020 9:30am-12pm 

Let’s work together many hands make light work! 

Benefit Pasta Dinner 

Saturday, April 18, 2020 5:30-7:00pm 

Tickets on sale after Masses weekends of April 4th & 11th.   

Stations of the Cross Friday’s During Lent 7:00pm 
 

The Stations of the Cross will be said each Friday at 7:00pm in church 
during Lent. Could you walk a mile in Jesus’s shoes? The Stations of 
the Cross bring us closer to Christ as we meditate on the great love He 
showed for us in His most sorrowful Passion! 

Teen Fundraising News: Calling all Teens! We need helpers 
after all Masses on the following weekends! Sign up before hand 
with Barbara Lake (352-5481) or  join her after communion at the 
back of church. All proceeds will benefit Teen Activities! 
 

 March 28/29 Annual Garden Factory Card Sales  

 April 4/5 & April 11/12  sell tickets for  the upcoming 
Anniversary Benefit Dinner on April 18th   

 April 18/19  Take orders for  Monks Bread sale fundraiser  
  

Friendly Reminder: Year Two Confirmation Candidates: 
Candidate/Sponsor Day of Reflection March 28th – 1-6pm in the 
Teen Center. 
 

Confirmation Class: The class schedule for  the month of Apr il 
does not follow the Sunday/Monday schedule. All candidates 
meet together on the following dates: 
 

 Friday, April 10 – Walking Stations of the Cross            
Meet in front of Church at 1:15pm. Return to the Church for 
Good Friday service with dismissal from Church at 4:15pm). 

 April 19 – Divine Mercy Sunday                                        
Hour of Mercy & Adoration meet in the Church at 2:45 pm with 
dismissal from Church at 3:15. 

Teen Case Training Tuesday, March 24th at 3:30pm in the 
Teen Center. Call Barbara Lake at 352-5481 or e-mail 
barbara.lake@dor.org. 

Sonshine Ministry: We will gather to sign and 
address cards to be sent to the homebound, sick and 
those grieving. If you would like to join us for 
fellowship and to help bring joy to others, meet us in 
the Parish Center on Tuesday, March 17th at 9:30am. 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
 

Teaching Mass in Slow-Motion this Sunday, March 15th at 4pm.                                                                                  
All are invited to attend this G.I.F.T. Full Family Event! Fr. Peter will 
present and explain elements of the Mass at a child-friendly pace. (The 
Eucharist will not be present so this event does not fulfil your weekend 
obligation.) 
 

First Communion Preparation                                                                                                                             
Deadline for registration has passed. All candidates must complete a 
Readiness Interview within the month of March. Contact Julie Bailey 
for information: 352-5481 or Julie.bailey@dor.org 
  

G.I.F.T. Registration for 2020-2021 School Year                                                                                 

Registration packets will be available March 22nd at GIFT sessions, on 
the parish website, and at the Parish Office. NEW THIS YEAR: 
Registration deadline is May 3rd.  

Stand Out for Life - Saturday, March 28th, 9-10:30AM.  
 

Outside of the Regional Headquarters of Planned Parenthood 
114 University Ave., Downtown Rochester. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://fc05.deviantart.net/fs71/i/2013/268/4/6/saint_joseph_by_samasmsma_d6nn8jr_recovered_by_joeatta78-d6nsxn1.png&imgrefurl=http://joeatta78.deviantart.com/art/saint-joseph-by-samasmsma-d6nn8jr-Recovered-402778189&h=1105&
mailto:Julie.bailey@dor.org

