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St. John the Evangelist Church, Spencerport New York 

KRONY’S PIZZA ETC. 
 

$1.00 Off 
On Any Large Pizza To Parish Members 

 

 

 
 

 
 

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
Mon—Sat 10am – 10pm 

Sun 11am - 10pm 
2139 North Union St. 

352-1199 

 

 

 

“Complete Insurance & Financial Services” 

191 S Union St. Spencerport, NY 14559 

Phone: 585.352.1234  Fax: 585.352.1660 

www.thefeltnergroup.com 

 24 Hour Service 

 Complete Plumbing Service 

 Free Estimates 

 Sr. Citizen Discount 
 

441-A Elmgrove Road 
Rochester, NY 14606 
[tel] 585.426.5068 
[fax] 585.429.7307 

www.gattiplumbing.com 

Dr. David D’Amico - Optometrist & 
David DeBellis  - Optician 

Westside Eyecare Associates & 
Westside Fashion Optical 

3225 Chili Ave, Rochester, NY 14624 
(585)571-9034 

Call to schedule an eye exam and stop in to 
see our new collection of the latest fashions 

in Eyewear. 
Complete Eye Exams—Contact Lenses 

Fashion Eyewear—Sports Eyewear  
Safety Eyewear 

We accept most insurance plans. 

30% Discount on eyewear for parishioners. 
We accept most insurance plans 

55 Martha St. 
Spencerport, NY   14559 
585-352-5481 
Email: sstjohnc@dor.org 

December 13, 2020 The Third Sunday of Advent 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-5:00pm 

                       Friday Closed  

10% off ANY PURCHASE over $20.00 
 
4974 Ridge Road West (585)352-0996 
 
Spencerport, NY  14559 “All Your Auto Parts Needs” 

Have you found 
your niche?  

Call the Parish 
Office at 

585-352-5481 
for information 
about the Columbarium at St. 
John's Cemetery. 

585-352-8330 
Fax: 585-352-0069 

hiqualheating@frontiernet.net • www.hiqualheatingandcooling.com 

“Quality Is More Than Just A Word To Us, It’s In Our Name” 

14 Amity St 
P.O. Box 328 

Spencerport, NY 14559 

 

24 West Avenue  Suite 302 
Spencerport, NY  14559 

 

1738 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14622 

 

Tel    585-349-3592 Spencerport 
Tel    585-338-2141 Irondequoit 

Fax   585-338-2211 
Tel    800-553-4312 

parisij1@nationwide.com 

 
 

2775 Spencerport Rd.            
www.spnfcu.org 
Spencerport, NY  14559          585-352-6890 

Your Community Credit Union 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Hurlbut™ Care Community 
 

 24-Hour Skilled Nursing 

 Short term rehabilitation with Physical, 
Speech & Occupational therapies 

 Cable, WIFI & phone included 
5 Church Street 

Spencerport, New York 14559 
P: 585-352-4810 

Fax: 585-352-1032 
www.HurlbutCare.com 

 

Copyright © 2012 ROHM Services Corporation. All Rights 
Reserved. 

Let our family care for yours 

DO you know of anyone who 
would benefit  from having their 

ad in our bulletin?  
 

Please call the parish office at 
352-5481, with your suggestions. 

 
 Serving  • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 

Final Forum Feedback 
 

 Many thanks to the over 100 people who attended (in-person or 
online) our Parish Forum, and to the numerous others who later 
watched the recorded video. Three possible 2021 proposals were 
shared. Feedback forms were provided which invited responses on 
a scale from 1 “strongly oppose” to 5 “strongly support”. Below is 
a summary of the results and comments received: 
 

Partnership with Kiva Rochester 
 This proposal had almost double the number of negative 
responses (1s & 2s) to positive (4s & 5s). While some comments 
welcomed “further expansion of our social justice ministry, 
particularly within the local community,” others cited a preference 
for supporting a specifically faith-based organization, or engaging 
in more traditional charitable works. Therefore, we will not be 
allocating parish funds for this proposal. I will, however, 
encourage individuals who were interested in supporting this 
organization to band together in a small group, privately, to support 
the causes that interest them. 
 

Expanding seating, moving the Tabernacle, decorative repainting 
 Forecasting an eventual reduction in our Mass schedule, given 
the likelihood that in the near future I will have to celebrate Mass 
at multiple churches, I had proposed a modification to the interior 
of church that would allow more pews to be added, and at the same 
time to move the Tabernacle to the center of church behind the 
altar. This item received the most “5”s of any of the proposals—
65% of all submissions. (Breakdown of other responses: 14% “4”; 
17% “3”; 11% “2”; 8% “1”) 
 Although some celebrated a “Very good long-term strategy/
goal” or liked the idea of “Being proactive and plan[ning] for the 
future,” numerous comments expressed reservations about the 
expenses that would be incurred in installing pews, replacing the 
carpet, etc. One comment: “People can stand on the sides of 
church; it has been done before and people will always find a Mass 
that is not as crowded.” Some others: “This appears to be an 
unnecessary expense […] Moving the Tabernacle is fine”; 
“Tabernacle OK. No seats change.” Even some who rated this 
project a “5” cautioned: “Wait until covid-19 is over and when we 
return to 'normal' mass attendance.” Therefore, I do not feel that I 
have a mandate to move forward “full speed ahead” at this time. 
 This interior work to church is closely related to the forum's 
last proposal: decorative repainting. This item seemed to be the 
lowest-priority or least “exciting”: about one-third of the responses 
were “3”s, with 61% of responses being support or strongly 
support and 8% being oppose or strongly oppose. 
 Given the overall positive but cautious support for these 

 

Your Ad 

Could Be Here 

Call  

585-352-5481 

  

 

Please cut out this “THANK YOU”  

and present it the next time you patronize one of our Advertisers. 

THANK YOU! 
for advertising in our St. John the Evangelist Church bulletin,  

may my patronizing your business be a sign of our appreciation. 

DO you know of anyone who 
would benefit  from having their 

ad in our bulletin?  
 

Please call the parish office at 
352-5481, with your 

suggestions. 

Need Home 
Improvements? 
Come talk to us 

and check out our 
low interest home                

   equity line of credit! 
 

2998 Chili Ave., Rochester, NY 14624 
585-247-0724 

The Rev. Peter B. Mottola - fr.peter.mottola@dor.org 

Deacon Craig Stratton - Senior Deacon 

Ralph Preish - Finance Director - ralph.preish@dor.org 

Kathy Cammilleri - Parish Secretary - sstjohnc@dor.org 

Julie Bailey - Coordinator of Religious Education 

Ivan Bosnar - Organist, Music Coordinator 

Mike Burke - Maintenance Coordinator  

www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org 
www.facebook.com/StJohnTheEvangelistSpencerport/  

projects, and mindful of the concerns about timing and 
funding, I propose to do the following: Given that the 
next step in any process involving the interior of church 
is to get the Bishop's blessing, I will approach the 
Diocese about moving forward with a plan that could 
begin in 2021 but which will not harm our long-term 
financial savings. I will ask for the Bishop's permission 
to send out a one-time solicitation for donations (not a 
multi-phase, multi-year capital campaign) that will move 
forward with, first, the relocation of the Tabernacle, as 
that can be accomplished inexpensively in isolation from 
other projects; second, with the decorative repainting in 
church, if and only if enough funds are contributed; and 
third, with the full reconfiguration of the seating in 
church, once again, if and only if enough there is enough 
support from parishioners to fully fund such an effort. 
 Perhaps our post-covid, post-2020 experience will 
persuade more people that we should move forward with 
the full extent of these proposal. On the other hand, 
perhaps the future will prove me wrong, and those who 
urged caution will be proved right.  Either way: it is 
good to wait! There is a great difference between the 
things that are essential, which admit of no compromise, 
and things that might indeed be very desirable, but 
which might actually do more harm than good if there is 
not widespread consent among those affected. In moral 
and spiritual matters, being right is all that matters. In 
everything else, I would always prefer to build 
consensus, rather than leave people feeling unheard and 
unheeded. I appreciate all who prepared for, attended, 
and responded to these proposals. I appreciate your 
patience as I cautiously explore how we might best 
move forward. After my communications with the 
Diocese, I will share more concrete information as it 
becomes available. 
 On any matter on which people feel differently: let 
me remember that my fellow parishioners love my 
church just as much as I do. We may disagree about any 
number of things, but that should not lessen the love we 
show to each other. Let's all be examples of patience and 
charity to a world so desperately in need of such 
examples! 
 

God bless, 
Fr. Peter 

http://www.spnfcu.org
http://www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnTheEvangelistSpencerport/


St. John’s Giving Tree 
 

Brighten Someone’s Christmas! 
 

This year our Giving Trees will benefit 
client families at the House of Mercy. This 
year due to COVID, the county has canceled 
all toy giveaways.  Hence, the House of 
Mercy has seen over 2300 sign up for Christmas toys and food. 
Please take a tag and return that item unwrapped with its tag to the 
tote bins in church by Dec.13th. If you have questions, call Dave 
Hodder at 352-4462. Thank you for your generosity. 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
 

Collection 12/6/20:…..…..…..……….……....$13,732.00 
Weekly amount needed for budget:....……....…$9,254.00 
Year To Date Collection:…....….…………...$195,438.88 
Year To Date Needed for budget:.………......$212,842.00 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
 

Collection 11/29/20:…..…..…..……….......…..$4,778.00 
Weekly amount needed for budget:....……....…$9,254.00 

Year To Date Collection:…....….………..…...$181,706.88 
Year To Date Needed for budget:.………........$203,588.00 

Mass Schedule - December 14, 2020 

MONDAY   
8:00am 
5:30-6:00pm 

St. John of the Cross 
Souls in Purgatory 
Confession (Inside Church) 

TUESDAY  
8:00am 
1:00pm-6:00pm 

 
Roland Barcomb-Family 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

WEDNESDAY   
5:30-6:00pm 
6:30pm  

 
Confession (Inside Church) 
Clifford Cameron-Candy & Pete Diaz 

THURSDAY   
8:00am 

 
Margaret Barcomb-Family 

FRIDAY 
 
8:00am 

 
Traditional Latin Mass 
Intention of the Celebrant 

SATURDAY 
3:45-4:30pm 
5:00pm 

 
Confession (Outside ring rectory doorbell) 
Lillian Hilton-Bob & Joan Singer  

SUNDAY   
Readings:  
7:45am  
9:30am 
11:15am 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12, Rom 16:25-27, Lk 1:26-38 
Dick Schweikert-Jane & Family 
People of St. John’s 
George & Margaret Koc-Candy & Pete Diaz 

Social Ministry News 
Whatever you did for the least of my brothers, you did for Me. 

Poor Box Collections for December will go to St. Joseph’s 
Neighborhood Center.  Rooted in the car ing traditions of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph, they provide comprehensive physical and 
mental health services to uninsured people in Rochester. 
 

Ecumenical Food Shelf needs jelly, tuna, canned chicken and 
soups, except for chicken noodle.  If you need food assistance, call 
397-0290. 
 

OTHER GIFT IDEAS: Her e are a few other  gift ideas that don’t 
require buying more things.  
Write a letter—Letter writing is a lost art and sending a letter to a 
friend or loved one sharing what you appreciate about them can be a 
gift that they will appreciate long after most gifts would be forgotten. 
Gift of your Presence—one of the best gifts you can give someone 
is the gift of just being there with them. Our lives often get so busy 
but making a pledge to spend time with a loved one to just reconnect 
can be very meaningful. My wife’s best friend gave her a gift of one 
afternoon a month last year. It has allowed them to connect on a level 
that had been lost when kids and jobs have made most friendships 
move to the back burner. Truly show someone you care about them! 
From the Dec.13 issue of Salt & Light by Marcus Ebenhoe 

St. John’s Parish Calendar 
Monday, December 14 

Tuesday, December 15 

11:00am Contemplative Prayer PC Library 

4:00pm Latin 101 PC Basement 

6:30pm Boy Scouts Scout Rm/Gym 

Wednesday, December 16 

9:30am Quilters PC Dining Rm 

7:15pm Parish Council PC Upstairs 

Thursday, December 17 

Friday, December 18 

10:00am Cursillo Women PC Dining Rm 

Saturday, December 19 

8:00am Cursillo Men PC Dining Rm 

Sunday, December 20 

10:40am Social Ministry PC Chapel  

Prayers for the soul of  James 
Muszak,Fritz Laistner & Hienz 
Boeckmann. 
Our prayers and sympathy to Kim Muszak on 
the death of her husband and to Kelly Muszak 
on the death of her father, to Mark & Nancy 
Laistner on the death of his father and to 

Albina Boeckmann on the death of her husband.  

Visit St. John’s Website and Facebook Page!  
www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org 

www.facebook.com/StJohnTheEvangelistSpencerport/ 

CMA Update 
St. John the Evangelist Church 

 

Goal:…………………….….........$80,354.00 
Pledged as of 12/10/20:……........$59,242.00 
Balance:……………….………....$21,112.00 

 

Number of Donors: 237 
 

We thank those who have given generously and ask all 
who have not yet given to prayerfully consider making 
a donation. 

Christmas Masses by ticket only 
Call the Parish Office at 585-352-5481 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule as Follows 

 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 
4:00 PM, 6:00 PM,  

Friday, December 25, 2020 
12:00 AM (Midnight) Celebrant Bishop Salvatore Matano 

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
 

Live-streaming Christmas Masses 
As we approach Christmas (now less than two weeks 
away) I want to share with you my hope that we will be 
able to live-stream our Christmas Masses.  As you may 
already know, we will have an “overflow” space in the 
gym, because church will be full for (at least some of) our 
Christmas Masses.  Members of our hardworking 
Buildings & Grounds committee are working on a 
technological solution that will provide the ability to 
participate remotely in the prayers of Mass, not only from 
the gym, but also via the Internet.  Please 
pray that we can get that up and running, 
so as to bring comfort to the isolated this 
Christmas!  
 

If you have not already obtained a (free) 
ticket for a seat in church, tickets can be 
obtained by calling the parish office. 

 December 19/20 Ministry Schedule  

5:00 p.m. 7:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 

Sacristans     

B. Kolb P. Weitz S. Edwards F. Morganti 
Lectors 

L. Bianchi M. Flangan S. Edwards Y. Moyce 

Saint John of  the Cross Feast day 
December 14 
 

The mystic saint reminds us all of the 
deep spiritual truths of Christmas. St. 
John of the Cross has been nicknamed 
“the most mystical of all poets, and 
the most poetic of all mystics.” His 
poetry is recognized as one of the 
greatest pieces of Spanish literature 
and is appreciated by a variety of 
people. 
Among his works is a rare poem 
about the Nativity of Jesus. In the poem he presents a 
symphony of spiritual truths, focused in particular on the 
spousal nature of the Incarnation and the love God has for 
humanity. It has hints of the Song of Songs within it, another 
poem that expresses the passionate love of God for his bride, 
the Church.  
As you meditate on the beauty of Christmas, consider this 
poem by St. John of the Cross and let him bring light to your 
darkness. 

Now at last the destined ages  
Their appointed course had run, 

 

When rejoicing from His chamber Issued forth the 
Bridegroom Son. He embraced His bride, and held her 

 

Lovingly upon His breast, And the gracious Mother laid Him 
 

In the manger down to rest.  
There He lay, the dumb beasts by Him, 

 

They were fitly stabled there,  
While the shepherds and the angels 

 

Filled with melody the air. So the feast of their espousals 
 

With solemnity was kept ;But Almighty God, an Infant, 
 

In the manger moaned and wept.  
So the bride at her betrothal 

 

Did the bridal gifts arrange;  
But the Mother looked in wonder 

 

At the marvellous exchange. 
Man gave forth a song of gladness, 

 

God Himself a plaintive moan ; 
 

Both possessing that which never Had been hitherto their own. 

One of these ancient traditions 
is the O Antiphons: seven 
responses, or antiphons, that 
are sung or recited to introduce 
the canticle of Mary (the 
Magnificat) at evening prayer 

from December 17 to December 23, the octave before Christmas. 
These antiphons are based on Isaiah’s prophecies and refer to the 
different ancient titles given to the Messiah: 

 O Sapientia (O Wisdom) See Isaiah 11:2–3; 28:29. 

 O Adonai (O Lord) See Isaiah 11:4–5; 33:22. 

 O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse) See Isaiah 1:1; 11:10. 

 O Clavis David (O Key of David) See Isaiah 9:6; 22:22. 

 O Oriens (O Rising Sun) See Isaiah 9:1. 

 O Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations) See Isaiah 9:5; 2:4. 

 O Emmanuel (God with us) See Isaiah 7:14. 
 

We can bring these responses into our own prayers, as simple 
reminders throughout the day of the one whose 
coming we are joyfully expecting, as 
introductions to our own prayers of praise of 
Jesus, or as words of thanksgiving for God’s 
faithfulness throughout the ages and our lives. 
Regardless of how you incorporate these 
ancient words into your Advent prayer life, let 
them speak to you, and maybe they will 
become part of your family traditions. 

http://www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnTheEvangelistSpencerport/

