
 

 

 

December 2023 
 
Dear Friends of Catholic Migrant Ministry of the Rochester Diocese,  

December of 2031 will mark the 500th anniversary of the appearance of 
Mary, “the Mother of the True God,” to St. Juan Diego on the Hill of Tepeyac 
in Mexico. Therefore, with the printing of this newsletter in the late Fall of 
2023, we have a little bit more than 8 years of the “Intercontinental Novena”. 

Being somewhat new to the position of Diocesan Director of the Department of Pastoral Services, I am working 
with the great staff in Migrant Ministry, as well as with the strong leadership found within the Migrant 
communities themselves, to begin tethering some of our long-term visioning and planning for this important 
anniversary. Bishop Matano has made clear to me, in no uncertain terms, his deep interest and strong support 
for this ministry which is a leaven to the Diocese.   

Having been in my position for just four months, it has been a singular joy for me to see how far we have already 
come on this journey. With the support of many generous donors like yourself, and the assistance of Nazareth 
College, in partnership with the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation and the Greater Rochester Health Foundation 
(via grant support), along with many generous parishes and volunteers, this last year, as you will see in this 
newsletter, has seen great strides towards that vision.   

To all those who read this newsletter and offer support to the ministry, we thank you. We hope you will 
prayerfully consider continuing your support in the coming year as well. To that end, you will see enclosed an 
envelope you can use for mailing whatever donation you can offer. Thank you, too, for your prayers. They are 
vitally important and I ask you, during this novena, to help “massively spread” devotion to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, starting with yourself and then sharing what you experience with your neighbors and friends.  

On behalf of everyone involved in Migrant Ministry, I wish you a blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Michael Sauter 

Diocesan Director 
Department of Pastoral Services 
Office of Migrant Ministry 
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Seasonal farmworkers, North Rose Migrant Community (Wayne) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The migrant communities that have established themselves in the counties throughout the Diocese of Rochester have 
continued to change. The last decade has seen an increasing displacement of these populations as people move from 
one area to another looking for work. Many of those who have decided to settle in one place (working in dairies, apple 
orchards, vineyards, greenhouses, packing plants, construction, and service industries) still lack migratory status. 
Although most come from Mexico and Central America, the last two years has also seen the arrival of families and 
groups from Venezuela, Ecuador, and Colombia. 

Such a population, with its diverse sociological dynamic, requires pastoral attention adapted to each circumstance. The 
Diocesan Migrant Ministry team has found ways to be creative in the pastoral responses, and realized that every year 
plans need to be recreated to accompany these communities pastorally. It is often difficult to anticipate the needs as 
they arise. 

At times numerous groups of workers who arrive with an H2A Visa remain for only a season— it is difficult for these 
groups to take part in the life of the established communities. Nor can they plan to remain because their families are in 
their countries of origin.  The Ministry Team builds relationships with them in their place of work, where, when possible, 
gatherings of faith for spiritual uplifting and support are organized and at the same time provides assistance in learning 
their needs. The opportunity then to celebrate Eucharist at their camps, after a day of work, is always a relief to them, 
and allows them a joyful expression of a faith kept close in their hearts. Many of these workers, still young, with a 
majority of them male, live their faith intensely. 

Migrant Ministry in the Various Counties in the Diocese of Rochester 
There are two campus centers, Wayne County and Livingston County, where both offer a space for gatherings and a 
church building for the celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments. In Geneva, in collaboration with the parish of Our 
Lady of Peace, the migrant populations that reside in Geneva, Penn Yan, and other towns and villages in the area are 
welcomed. The Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Brockport, has been collaborating with Diocesan 
Migrant Ministry for over 35 years and has been a light of welcome and hope to the Latino families in the different areas 
in NW Monroe County over the years. Recently there has been a diverse Latino population that has settled in the area 
and are becoming integrated into the larger community where they are welcomed and accompanied. 

Despite the challenges that the various migrant communities face, they are all eager to share their culture. Even as these 
communities are Latino, each has their own traditions and, in the case of some, their own indigenous language. 
Discovering and celebrating the cultural differences enriches all. 

“A common effort is needed from each of the countries and from the international 
community in order to ensure to everyone the right not to have to emigrate, that is, to 

enjoy the possibility of living in peace and dignity in their own country. At stake is a 
right still not codified, but of fundamental importance, whose guarantee includes as a 

co-responsibility of all states for a common good going far beyond national limits.”  
     ~ Pope Francis, World Day of Refugees and Migration, 2023 



 

 
The Latino population is currently growing West of Monroe County largely due 
to the presence of families from Ecuador that have moved here from Spring 
Valley, NY. This brings to the Community in Brockport a richness of life with 
families, children and youth. Many of the parents grew up speaking a native 
indigenous language from Ecuador’s Andes Mountains and have learned 
Spanish and are now learning English with the help of a Nazareth University 
professor and her students. Several of the families that have arrived work in 
construction and primarily in roofing. 

The Mexican families that participate in the community life in Brockport do not 
all live in that geographical area. Some have settled in Holley, Albion, and Elba. 
They work in the surrounding fields and are part of the larger diverse Latino 
community in the region which includes families from the Dominican Republic, 
Venezuela, Peru, Colombia, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Bolivia. For these 
diverse groups, the Hispanic Ministry offers a community of encuentro. 
Encuentro, that in English translates to encounter or meeting, has a deeper 
meaning than the translated definition. It is a celebration of both life and faith. 
During an Encuentro, not only can adults and children gather together to 
celebrate their diverse cultural festivals and traditions but they can also 
prepare to receive the Sacraments. The Sunday Mass is truly the place of 
“Encuentro” as all come together as “one” Latino family to share their Christian 
Catholic faith.  

The Leicester Community in Livingston County is mostly from Mexico and 
Guatemala. The majority are dairy farmworkers who labor from early morning 
until nightfall for twelve hour shifts. They are very dedicated to their jobs and 
most of them, due to lack of transportation, feel isolated in their respective farms. 
There are also families who are more established that have children who were 
born and raised in the U.S. and are better able to be actively involved in the 
community life and take on some responsibilities for the maintenance of the church and grounds. 

The Comunidad San Juan Diego (St. Juan Diego Community) in Leicester, 
has both a church and the Tepeyac Welcoming Migrant Center 
(established in 2020). Carmen Rollinson, Project Coordinator and Jorge 
Salgado, Migrant Ministry Regional Coordinator for Leicester and 
Brockport, are at the Center every Saturday, and as needed in response to 
the needs of the community. The 
Center also offers assistance with 
an on-site food and clothing 
dispensary, English as a Second 
Language classes, help with 
translating documents, and 
referrals to the respective 
organizations for needs such as 
health, legal and immigration.  

Regularly, Jorge Salgado, accompanied by volunteers, visits the dairy farms 
bringing a message of faith and care for their corporal needs (clothing, food, 
and self-care items). Twice a month Saturday evening Spanish Masses are 
celebrated as well as on-going Sacramental preparation (Baptism, First 
Communion, Confirmation, and Marriage). Popular cultural celebrations and 
feast days are also celebrated, among them are: the Día de los Muertos/Day of 
the Dead, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Christmas, Epiphany, and Candelaria (Jesus’ 
Presentation in the Temple). 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Marion, New York (Wayne County) 

Comunidad San Juan Diego/ 
Tepeyac Migrant Center 

Leicester, New York (Livingston County) 

Leadership Formation with Fr. Tom Florek, SJ, 
Catholic Migrant Farmworker Network 

Celebrating Día de los Muertos, part of the   
6-week St. Juan Diego Community/Nazareth 

College Youth Summer Program  



 

 

Various Highlights for a Glimpse at the Communities 

February 

 A number of initiatives made it possible for two very successful 
Leadership Formation workshops. The first was held at Notre Dame 
Retreat House in Canandaigua with 60 participants (women, men, 
couples and teens) from Cayuga, Geneva, and Marion. The second was 
the next day at the Church of the Nativity of the BVM in Brockport with 
80 participants. This included families, children, teens and newly 
arrived migrants.  All gathered for enrichment and faith sharing. 

March 

 50 women from Marion and Geneva gathered for a retreat led by Luci 
Romero, Pastoral Leader at Marion. It was a marvelous opportunity to 
share their experiences, both difficult and joyous, and to acquaint 
themselves with the Word of God. 

April 

 At Our Lady of Guadalupe in Marion 20 young people dedicated every 
Saturday from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm for Faith Formation in preparation 
to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in April. At the end of 
their preparation they celebrated with a joyful community-wide 
fiesta. 

June 

 Luci Romero and Fr. Jesús Flores, assisted by a team of women 
from Marion, led a Men’s Retreat for twenty workers. They spent 
two days of reflection and transformation of their lives and faith. 

More happening this year… 

 At Our Lady of Guadalupe, a group of men and women gathered 
weekly for three months to learn English in classes led by Hilda 
Chacón from Nazareth University. 

 St. Juan Diego Community hosted its third annual 6-week Summer Camp with Dr. Marie Watkins, her team of 
Nazareth University studemts, and Karla Slack, Alma de México (dance group). The program seeks to accompany 
our youth as they learn how to integrate their parents’ culture with the culture where they now live, with 
appreciation for each culture’s gifts.  

 A summer highlight was the Festival de Verano (Summer Festival), a celebration in gratitude of our migrant diary 
farmworkers. The community gathers at this joyful event to share home-cooked Latino food, enjoy our youth’s 
folkloric Mexican dance performance, children’s games and the highlight of it all—a championship futból (soccer) 
game between the various dairy farm communities. 

 Fr. Brendan Buckley, O.F.M. Cap., situated in Cayuga County, joins our Migrant Ministry team this year.  

 
 

This year marks the third year of the partnership with Nazareth College; an 
important initiative made possible through grants with the Mother Cabrini Health 
Foundation and the Greater Rochester Health Foundation. El Cuidado de Nuestros 
Vecinos (Caring for Our Neighbors) is a collaborative program between Nazareth 
College and our Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester Office of Migrant Ministry.  
The Team is extremely grateful to Nazareth College, the Mother Cabrini Health 
Foundation, and the Greater Rochester Health Foundation for the dynamic and 
impactful work begun over two years ago to address the mental and public health 
needs of migrant communities in the Diocese of Rochester. 

Baptism in Brockport 

Folkloric Mexican Dance Lesson, Alma de México 

A special collection (a horse-trailer full) of clothing, water, 
bedding and more. Our gratitude to Mary Therese & 

Kent Friel, LLC  and Fr. Hoan Dinh for this blessing. 



 

 

Brockport 

Leicester 

Geneva 

Marion 

King Ferry 

WWW.MIGRANTMINISTRY.ORG 
WWW.WELCOMETEPEYAC.ORG 
 
1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624 
585-328-3228 ext. 1318 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Catholic Migrant Ministry, rooted in the Church’s 
teaching that we are all sisters and brothers, seeks not only 
to build up migrant workers as people of faith, but also to 
foster a mutual sharing of gifts, both material and spiritual, 
between all migrant workers and the other faith 
communities of the Diocese of Rochester.” 

EDITORIAL TEAM 

Michael Sauter, Diocesan Director, Pastoral Services 
Fr. Jesús Flores, Diocesan Coordinator, Migrant Ministry 
Elizabeth Johnston, Diocesan Coordinator of Life Issues and 

Cultural Ministries 
Jorge Salgado, Migrant Ministry Regional Coordinator 
Carmen Z. Rollinson, Project Manager, Diocesan 
 Migrant Ministry 
Dcn. George Dardess, Migrant Ministry Liaison 
 

DIOCESAN MIGRANT MINISTRY SITES 

Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Seneca,  
Wayne and Yates Counties 


